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Advertiſement. 


6 þ HE Editor's principal deſign in 
this MisCELLAwNY, was to col- 
lect from ſome of the beſt modern 
writers ſuch parts of their works, as to 
him, ſcem'd beſt adapted to form the 
minds of youth to juſt and proper 
_ ſentiments on the moſt intereſting ſub- 
jects. Such a collection, he imagined, 
would be very uſeful in ſchools, and 
not only ſo, but peculiarly ſuited to ſuch 
perſons as cannot afford to purchaſe 
thoſe works from which the collection 
is made. 


To render it as entertaining as poſ- 
ſible, and to convey inſtruction in the 
moſt agreeable manner, he has taken 
care to inſert ſeveral Stories, Viſions, 
and Allegories, which impreſs the ima- 
gina tions, and fix the giddy roving 
minds of youth more than any other 
ſpecies of compolition, With the ame 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


view he has likewiſe inſerted ſeveral 
pieces of Poetry, which he hopes will 
be acceptable to every claſs of rea- 
ders. Ü 


In a word, he can't help thinking 
that this collection may be of conſi- 
derable ſervice to form the minds of 
youth to knowledge and virtue, and 
likewiſe to give them ſome notion of 
the beauty, ſtrength, and elegance of 
our own language, which, tho' an im- 
portant branch of education, is, in ge- 
neral, too much neglected. 
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MORAL MISCELLANY: 


On the Omniſcience and Omnipreſence of the ' Deity, 
together with tha immenſity of his Mork. 


fields, *till the night inſenſibly fell upon me. Lat 
firſt amuſed myſelf with all the richneſs and vari- 
ety of colcurs, which appeared in the weſtern parts of 
heaven: in proportion as they faded away and went out, 
ſeveral ſtars and planets appeared one after another, 


I WAs yeſterday about ſun-ſet walking in the open 


till the whole firmament was in a glow. The blueneſs 


of the æther was exceedingly heightened and enlivened 
by the ſeaſon of the year, and by the rays of all thoſe 
luminaries that paſſed through it. The Galaxy ap- 

eared in its molt beautiful white. 'To complete the 
cene, the full moon roſe at length in that clouded 
majeſty, which Milton takes notice of, and opened to the 
eye a new picture of nature, which was more finely 
ſhaded, and diſpoſed among ſofter lights, than that 
which the ſun had before diſcovered to us. 

As I was ſurveying the moon walking in her bright- 
reſs and taking her progreſs among the conſtellations, a 
thought roſe in me which I believe very often perplexes 
and diſturbs men of ſerious and contemplative natures. 
David himſelf fell into it in that reflection, When [ confi- 
der the heavens the work of thy fingers, the moon ard the 
flars which thou hoſt ordained ; what is man that thi 
art mindful of him, and the ſon of man that thou regard. 
e/t him In the ſame manner when Iconſidered that inft- 
nite hoſt of ſtars, or, to ſpeak more philoſophically, of 
ſuns, which were then ſhining upon me, with thoſe ing u- 
merable ſets of planets or worlds, which were moving 

B round 
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round their reſpective ſuns ; when I ſtill enlarged the 
idea, and ſuppoſed another heaven of ſuns and worlds riſ- 
ing ſtill above this which we diſcovered, and theſe till 
enlightened by a ſuperior firmament of luminaries, which 

are planted at ſo great a diſtance, that they may appear 
to the inhabitants of the former as the ſtars do to us; in 
ſhort, while I purſued this thought, I could not but re- 
flect on that little inſignificant figure which I myſelf bore 
amidſt the immenſity of God's works. „ 

Were the ſun, which enlightens this part of the cre- 
ation, with all the hoſt of planetary worlds that move 
about him, utterly extinguiſhed and annihilated, they 
would not be mifled, more than a grain of ſand upon 
the ſea ſhore. The ſpace they poſſeſs is ſo exceed ngly 
little in compariſon of the whole, that it would ſcarce 
make a blank in the creation, The chaſm would be im- 
perceptible to an eye, that could take in the whole com- 
paſs of nature, and paſs from one end of the creation 
to the other; as it is poſſible there may be ſuch a ſenſe 
in ourſelves hereafter, or in creatures which are at pre- 
ſent more exalted than ourſelves. We ſee many ſtars 
by the help of glaſſes, which we do not diſcover with 
our naked eyes; and the finer our teleſcopes are, the 
more ſtill are our diſcoveries. Huygenzus carries this 
thought ſo far, that he does not think it impoſſible there 
may be ſtars whole light is not yet travelled down to us, 
ſince their firſt creation. There is no queſtion but the 
univerſe has certain bounds ſet to it; but when we con- 
ſider that it is the work of infinite power, prompted by 
. Infinite goodneſs, with an infinite ſpace to exert itſelf in, 

how can our imagination ſet any bounds to it? 
Io return, therefore, to my firſt thought, I could 
not but look upon myſelf with ſecret horror, as a be- 
ing that was not worth the ſmalleſt regard of one who 
had ſo great a work under his care and ſuperintendency, 
] was afraid of being overlooked amidſt the immenſity 
of nature, and loſt among that infinite variety of crea- 
tures, which in all probability ſwarm through all theſe 
immeaſurable regions of matter, 

Is order to recover myſelf from this mortifying 
thought, I conſidered that it took its riſe from thoſe nar- 


gow conceptions, which we are apt to entertain of the 
divine 
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divine na ure. We ourſelves cannot attend to many 
different objects at the ſame time. If we are careful 
to inſpect ſome things, we muſt of courſe neglect others. 
This imperfection which we obſerve in ourſelves is an 
imperfection that cleaves in ſome degree to creatures of 
the higheſt capacities, as they are creatures, that is, be- 
ings of finite and limited natures. The preſence of 
every created being is confined to a certain meaſure of 
ſpace, and conſequently his obſervation is tinted to a 
certain number of objects. The ſphere in which we 
move, and act, and underſtand, is of a wider circum- 
ference to one creature than another, according as we 
riſe one above another in the ſcale of exiſtence. But 
the wideſt of theſe our ſpheres has its circumference. 
When therefore we reflect on the divine nature, we are 
ſo uſed and accuſtomed to this imperfection in ourſelves, 
that we cannot forbear in ſome meaſure aſcribing it to 
him in whom there is no ſhadow of imperfection. Our 
reaſon indeed aſſures us that his attributes are infinite, 
bu: the poorneſs of our conceptions is ſuch that it can- 
not forbear ſetting bounds to every thing it contem- 
plates, till our reaſon comes again to our ſuccour, and 
throws down all thoſe little prejudices which riſe in us 
unaware:, and are natural to the mind of man. 

We ſhill therefore utterly extinguiſh this melancholy 
thought, of our being overlooked by our Maker in the 
multiplicity of his works, and the infinity of thoſe ob- 
jets among which he ſeems to be inceflantly employed, 
if we conſider, in the firſt place, that he is omnipre- 
ſent; and, in the ſecond, that he is omniſcient. 

Ir we conſider him in his omni preſence: his being 
paſſes through, actuates, ard ſupports the whole frame 


of nature. His creation, and every part of it, is full of 


him. There is nothing he bas made, that i either ſo 
diſtant, ſo little, or ſo inconſiderable, which he does not 
eſlentially inhabit. His ſubſtance is within the ſub- 
ſtance of every being, whether materia!, or immaterial, 
and as intimately preſent to it, as that being is to urſelf, 
It would be an imperfection in him, were he able to re- 
move out of one place into another, or to withdraw 
himſelf from any thing he has created, or from any 
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part of that ſpace which is diffuſed and ſpread abroad 
to infinity. In ſhort, to ſpeak of him in the language 
of the old philoſopher, he is a being whoſe centre 1 
every-where, and his circumference no- where. 
Ix the ſecond place, he is omniſcient as well : 
omnipreſent. His omnifcience indeed neceſſarily and 
naturally flows from his omnipreſence. He cannot bu 
be conſcious of every motion that ariſes in the whol: 
material world, which he thus eſſentially pervades 
and of every thought that 1s ſtiring in the intelleQu: 
world, to every part of which he 1s thus intimately uni 
ted. Several moraliſts have conſidered the creation as the 
temple of God, which he has built with his own hand; 
and which 1s filled with his preſence. Others have con 
ſidered infinite ſpace as the receptacle, or rather thi 
habitation of the Almighty : but the nobleſt and mol 
_ exalted way of conſidering this infinite ſpace is that d 
Sir ac Newton, who calls it the /en/orium of th 
Godhead, Brutes and men have their /er/oriola, ( 
little /ex/oriums, by which they apprehend the pr: 
ſence and perceive the actions of a few objects, thi 
lye contiguous to them. Their knowledge and obſe: 
vation turn within a very narrow circle, But as Gd 
Almighty cannot but perceive and know every thing | 
which he reſides, infinite fpace gives room to infini 
knowledge, and is, as it were, an organ to on 
niſcience. — 

Wes the ſoul ſeparate from the body, and with o 
glance of thought ſhould ſtart beyond the bounds ( 
the creation, ſhould it for millions of years cbntiny 
its progreſs through infinite ſpace with the ſame activ 
it would ſtill find itſelf within the embrace of its Cre! 
tor, and encompaſſed round with the immenſity of till 
Godhead. While we are in the body he is not leſs p 
ſent with us, becauſe he is concealed from us. O ri 
I knew where I might find him] ſays Job. Behold I 
forward, but he is not there; and backward, but J cam { 

erceiveh.me: on the left hand, where he does work, i | 
I cann't teho'd him: he hideth himſelf on the right ha 
that 1 cannot ſee him, In ſhort, reaſon as well as ff 
velation affure us, that he cannot be abſent from + 
notwithſtanding he is undiſcovered by us, 
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Ix this conſideration of God Almighty's omnipre- 
ſence and omniſcience every uncomfortable thought va- 
niſhes. He cannot but regard every thing that has being, 
eſpecially ſuch of his creatures who fear they are not 
regarded by h m. He is privy to all their thoughts, and to 
that anxiety of heart in particular, which is apt to 
t bufWt:ouble them on this occaſion : for, as it is impoſſible 
phol@ he ſhould overlook any of his creatures, ſo we may be 
zdes MW confident that he regards, with an eye of mercy, thoſe 
dual ho endeavour to recommend themſelves to his notice, 
uni] and in unfeigned humility of heart think themſelves 
as th unworthy that he ſhould be mindful of them. 


ces 8888 8.88.8 88.88.8869 88,8888. 


W Motives to piety and virtue, drawn from the Omniſci- 
fol £2ce and Omnipreſence of the Deity. [Spec. Ne 571. ] 


pre I: your paper of Friday the gth inſtant, you had oc- 


„ th caſion to conſider the ubiquity of the God- head, and 
obſell at the ſame time, to ſhew, that as he is preſent to every 
Gel thing, he cannot but be attentive to every thing, and 
ing ¶ Privy to all the modes and parts of its exiſtence: or, in 


other words, that his omniſcience and omnipreſence are 
coexiſtent, and run together through the whole infinitude 
of ſpace. This collation might furniſh us with many 
incentives to devotion, and motives to morality ; but as 
this ſubject has been handled by ſeveral excellent writ- 
ers, I ſhall conſider it ina light wherein I have not ſeen 
it placed by others. | | 

Firſt, How diſconſolate is the condition of an intel- 
lectual being who is thus preſent with his Maker, but at 
the ſame time receives no extraordinary benefit or advan- 
tage from this his preſence! 

Se-ondly, How deplorable is the condition of an in- 
tellectual being, who feels no other effects from this his 
preſence, but ſuch as proceed from divine wrath and 
indignation | 

Thirdly, How happy is the condition of that intel- 
lectual being, who is ſenſible of his Maker's preſence 
B 3 from 
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from the ſecret effects of his mercy and loving-kindneſs ! 


Fir, How diſconſolate is the condition of an intel- 
lectual being, who is thus preſent with his Maker, but 
at the ſame time receives no extraordinary benefit or ad- 
vantage from this his preſence ! Every particle of mat- 
ter is actuated by this Almighty being which paſſes 


through it. The heavens and the earth, the flars and 


Planets, move and gravitate by virtue of this great prin- 
ciple wi hin them. All the dead parts of nature are in- 


vigorated by the preſence of their Creator, and made 


capable of exerting their reſpective qualities. The ſe- 
veral inftins, in the brute creation, do likewiſe operate 
and work towards the ſeveral ends which are agreeable 
to them, by this divine energy. Man only, who does 
not co-operate with his holy ſpirit, and is unattentive 
to his preſence, receives none of theſe advantages from 
it, which are perfective of his nature, and neceſſary to 
his well-being. The divinity is with him, and in him, 
and every where about him, but of no advantage to 
him. It is the ſame thing to a man without * 
as if there were no God in the world. It is indeed im- 
poſſible for an infinite Being to remove himſelf from 
any of his creatures; but though he cannot withdraw 


his eſſence from us, which would argue an imperfection 


in him, he can withdraw from us all the joys and 
conſolations of it. His preſence may perhaps be ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport us in our exiſtence; but he may leave 
this our exiſtence to itſelf, with regard to its happineſs 
or miſery. For, in this ſenſe, he may caſt us away 
from his preſence, and take his holy ſpirit from us. 
This ſingle conſiderat on one would think ſufficient to 
make us open our hearts to all thoſe infuſions of joy 
and gladneſs which are ſo near at hand, and ready to 
be poured in upon us; eſpecially when we conſider, 
ſecondly, the deplorable condition of an intellectual being 
who teels no other effects from his Maker's preſence, 
but ſuch as proceed from divine wrath and indigna- 
tion ! 

We may aſſure ourſelves, that the great author of 
nature will not always be as one, who is indifferent to 


any of his creatures. Thoſe who will not feel him in 
7 his 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 7 


his love will be ſure at length to feel him in his diſplea - 
ſure. Ard how dreadful 1s the condition of that crea- 
ture, who is only ſenſible of the being of his Creator by 
what he ſuffers from him! He is as eſſentially preſent in 
hell as in heaven; but the inhabitants of thoſe accurſed 
places behold him only iu his wrath, and ſhriak within the 
flames to conceal themſelves from him. It is not in 
the power of imagination to conceive the fearful effects 
of Omipotence incenſed. 
Bur I ſhall only conſider the wretchedneſs of an 
intellectual being, who, in this life, lyes under the diſ- 
pleaſure of him, that at all times, and in all places is 
intimately united with him. He is able to diſquiet the 
ſoul, and vex it in all its faculties; He can hinder any 
of the createſt comforts of life from refreſhing us, and 
give an edge to every one of its ſlighteſt calamities. Wha 
then can bear the thought of being an out-calt from his 
preſence, that is, from the comforts of it, or ob feeling 
it only in its terrors? How pathetic is that expoſtu- 
lation of Job, when, for the real trial of his patience, 
he was made to look upon himſelf in this deplorable _ 
condition! Why haſt thou ſet me as à mark againſt thee, 
fo that I am become a burden to myſe!f ? But, thirdly, how 
happy is the condition of that intellectual being, who 
is ſenſible of his Maker's preſence from the ſecret ef - 
fects of his mercy and loving kindneſs ! 
Tu e bleſſed in heaven behold him face to face, that 
is, are as ſenſible of his preſenceas we are of the preſence 
of any perſon whom we look upon with our eyes. 
There is doubtleſs a faculty in ſpirits, by which they 
apprehend one another, as our ſenſes do material ob- 
jects; and there is no queſtion but our ſouls, when they 
are diſembodied, or placed in glorified bodies, will by 


this faculty, in whatever part of ſpace they reſide, be 


always ſenſible of the divine preſence. We, who have 
this veil of fleſh ſtanding between us and the world of 
ſpirits, muſt be content to know the ſpirit of God is 
preſent with us, by the effects which he produceth in 
us. Our outward ſenſes are too groſs to apprehend him; 
we may however taſte and ſee how gracious he is, by 


his influence upon our minds, by thoſe virtuous thoughts 
| B 4 which 
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which he awakens in us, by thoſe ſecret comforts and 
refreſhments which he conveys into our ſouls, and by 
thoſe raviſhing joys and inward ſatisfactions which are 
perpetually ſpringing up, and diffuſing themſelves among 
all the thoughts of good men. He is lodged in our very 
eſſence, and is as a ſoul within the ſoul to irradiate its un- 
derſtanding, reQify its will, purify its paſſions, and enli- 
ven all the powers of man. How happy therefore is an 
intellectual being, who by prayer and meditation, by vir- 
tne and good works, opens this communication between 
God and his own foul! Though the whole creation 
frowns upon him, and all nature looks black about him, 
he has his light and ſupport within him, that are able to 
| | chear his mind, and bear him up in the midſt of all 
k thoſe horrors which encompaſs him. He knows that 
? his helper is at hand, and is always nearer to him 
1 than any thing elſe can be, which is capable of an- 
+4 noying or terrifying him. In the midſt of calumny 
or contempt, he attends to that Being who whiſpers 
better things within his ſoul, and whom he looks up- 
4 on as his defender, his glory, and the lifter- up of 
11 his head. In his deepeſt ſolitude and retirement, he 
[ , knows that he is in company with the greateſt of be- 
18 ings; and perceives within himſelf ſuch real ſenſations 
| | of his preſence, as are more delightful than any thing 
1 that can be met with in the converſation of his crea- 
| | tures. Even in the hour of death, he conſiders the 


wh pains of his diſſolution to be nothing elſe but the break- 
| ing down of that partition, which ſtands betwixt his 
| ſoul, and the fight of that being, who is always pre- 


ſent with him, and is about to manifeſt itſelf to him in 
1 E fullneſs of joy. 99 85 0 
* Ir we would be thus happy, and thus ſenſible of 
i our Maker's preſence, from the ſecret effects of his 


mercy and gocdneſs, we muſt keep ſuch a watch over 
all our thoughts, that in the language of the ſc:ipture, 
his ſoul may have pleaſure in us. We muſt take care 
it” not to grieve his holy ſpirit, and endeavour to make the 
'Þ meditations of our hearts always acceptable in his 
fight, that he may delight thus to refide and dwell in 
us. The light of nature could direct Seneca to this 
; : . doctrine, 
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doctrine, in a very remarkable paſſage among his e- 


piſtles ; Sacer ineft in nobis /yiritus, bonorum malorumgue 
cuſtos et obſervator ; et quemadmodum nos illum tractamus, 
ita et ille nos. There is a holy ſpirit reſiding in us, 
« who watches and obſerves both good and evil men, 
© and will treat us after the ſame manner that we treat 
him. But I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe with thoſe more 
emphatical words in divine revelation. Fa man love 
me, he will Reep my words; and my Father will love him, 
and abe will come unto him, and make our abode with him, 


ieee 
Reflection: on the Third Heaven. [ Spect. Ne 580. 


1 CoNnNSIDERED in my two laſt letters that aw” 
ful and tremenduous ſubjeR, the ubiquity or omni- 
preſence of the divine Being. I have ſhewn that he 
is equally preſent in all places throughout the whole 
extent of infinite ſpace. This doctrine is ſo agreeable 
to reaſon, that we meet with it in the writings of the 
enlightened heathens, as I might ſhew at large, were 
it not already done by other hands. But tho' the 
Deity be thus eſſentially preſent through all the im- 
menſity of ſpace, there is one part of it in which he 
diſcovers himſelf in a moſt tranſcendent and viſible 
gory. This is that place which is marked out in 
cripture under the different appellations of Paradi/e, 
the third heaven, the throne of God, and the habitation 
of his glory. It 1s here where the glorified body of 
our Saviour reſides, and where all the celeſtial hier- 
archies, and the innumerable hoſts of angels, are re- 
preſented as perpetually ſurrounding the ſeat of God 
with hallelujahs and hymns of praiſe: This is that pre- 
ſence of God which ſome of the divines call his 
glorious, and others his majeſtic preſence, He is 
indeed as eſſentially preſent in all other places as in 
this; but it is here where he reſides in a ſenſible 
magnificence, and in the midit of all thoſe ſplendors 
which can affect the imagination of created beings. 
* I T is very remarkable that this opinion of God 
* Almighty's preſence in heaven, whether diſcovered 
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© by the light of nature, or by a general tradition from 
our firſt parents, prevails among all the nations of 
© the world, whatſoever different notions they entertain 
© of the God-head, If you look into Homer, that 1s, 
the moſt antient of the Greek writers, you ſee the ſu- 
preme power ſeated in the heavens, and encompaſſed 
with inferior deities, among whom the muſes are re- 
preſented as finging inceſſantly about his throne, 
Who does not here ſee the main ſtrokes and out- 
lines of this great truth we are ſpeaking of? The 
ſa - doctrine is ſhadowed out in many other hea- 
then authors, tho? at the ſame time, like ſeveral other 
*evealed truths, daſhed and adulterated with a mix- 
ture of fables and human inventions. But to paſs 
over the notions of the Greeks and Romans, thoſe more 
enlightened parts of the pagan world, we find there 
is ſcarce a people among the late diſcovered na- 
tions who are not trained up in an opinion that 
heaven is the habitation of the divinity whom they 
worſhip. is + Meh 
As in Solcmon's temple there was the Sanctum 
Sanctorum, in which a viſible glory appeared among 
the figures ofthe cherubims, and into which none but 
the high-prigſt himſelf was permitted to enter, after 
baving made an atonement for the fins of the people ; 
fo if we conſider this whole creation as one great 
temple, there is in it the Holy of Holies, into which 
the high- prieſt of our ſalvation entered, and took his 
place among angels and archangels, after having 
made a propitiation for the fins of mankind. 
Wirz how much ſkill muſt the throne of God be 
* ereted? With what glorious deſigns is that habitation 
*beautified, which is contrived and built by him who 
* inſpired Hiram with wiſdom? How great muſt be the 
* majeſty of that place, where the whole art of creation 
has been employed, and where God has choſen to 
* ſhew himſelf in the moſt magnificent manner? What 
muſt be the architeure of infinite power under the di- 
* recon of infinite wiſdom ? A ſpirit cannot but be 
* tranſported after an ineffable manner with the fight 
of choſe objects, waich were made to affect him BY 
| that 
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that Being who knows the inward frame of a ſoul, and 
how to pleaſe and raviſh it in all its moſt ſecret pow- 
ers and faculties. [tis to this majeſtic preſence of God, 
we may apply thoſe beautiful expreſſions in holy 
writ : Behold even to the moon, and it ſbineth not; yea 
the ſtars are not pure in his fight, The light of the ſun, 
and all the glories of the world in which we live, are 
but as weak and ſickly glimmerings, or rather dark- 
neſs itſelf, in compariſon of thoſe ſplendors which 


encompals the throne of God. 


As the glory of this place is tranſcendent beyond 


4 


4 


earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. 


imagination, ſo probably is the extent of it. There 
is light behind light, and glory within glory, How 
far that ſpace may reach, in which God thus appears 
in perfect majeſty, we cannot poſlibly conceive. Tho? 
it is not infinite, it may be indefinite; and tho' not 


immeaſurable in itſelf, it may be ſo with regard to any 


created eye, or imagination, If he has made theſe 
lower regions of matter ſo inconceivably wide and 
magnificent for the habitation of mortal and periſh- 
able beings, how great may we ſuppoſe the courts of his 
houſe to be, where he makes his reſidence in a more 
eſpecial manner, and diſplays himſelf in the fulneſs 
of his glory, among an innumerable company of an- 
gelé, and ſpirits of juſt men made perfect! 
Tus is certain, that our imaginations cannot 
be raiſed too high, when we think on a place where 
omnipotence and omniſcience have ſo ſignally exer- 
ted themſelves, becauſe that they are able to produce 
a ſcene infinitely more great and glorious than what 
we are able to imagine. It is not impoſſible but 
at the conſummation of all things, theſe ontward 
apartments of nature, which are now ſuited to thoſe 
beings who inhabit them, may be taken in and added 
to that glorious place of which I am here ſpeaking; 
and by that means made a proper habitation for be- 
ings who are exempt from mortality, and cleared. of 
their imperfections: for ſo the ſcripture ſeems to in- 
timate when it ſpeaks of new heavens and of a new 
*I avs only conſidered this glorious place with 
B 6 | * regard 
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regard to the fight and imagination, though it is 
highly probable that our other ſenſes may here like- 
© wile enjoy their higheſt gratifications. There is no- 
© thing which more raviſhes and tranſports the ſoul, 
© than harmony ; and we have great reaſon to believe, 
from the deſcriptions of this place in holy Scripture, 
© that this is one of the entertainments of it, And if 
© the ſoul of man can be ſo wonderfully afteted with 
© thoſe ſtrains of muſic, which human art is capable 
© of producing, how much more will it be raiſed and 
© elevated by thoſe, in which is exerted the whole power 
of harmony! The ſenſes are faculties of the human 
«© ſoul, though they cannot be employed, during this 
© our vital union, without proper inſtruments in the 
© body. Why therefore ſhould we exclude the ſatif- 
* faction of theſe facultie:, which we find by expe- 
© rience are inlets of great pleaſure to the ſoul, from 
© among thoſe entertainments which are to make up our 
© happineſs hereafter ? Why ſhould we ſuppoſe that our 
hearing and ſeeing will not be gratified with thoſe 
objects which are moſt agreeable to them, and which 
© they cannot meet with in theſe lower regions of na- 
ture; objects, awhich neither eye hath ſten, nor ear heard, 
© nor can it enter into the heart of man to conceive ? I knew 
* a man in Chrift (ſays St. Paul, 3 of himſelf ) 
above fourteen years ago (whether in the body, I cannot 
tell, or whether out of the body, I cannot tell God 
* kn:weth) ſuch à one caught up to the third heaven. 
And ] knew ſuch a man, (whether in the body or out of 
« the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth ) how that he was 
C caught up into paradiſe, and heard unſpeakable words, 
© ewhich it is not prffible fir a man to utter. By this 
© js meant that what he heard was ſo infinitely different 
* from any thing which he had heard in this world, 
that it was impoſiible to expreſs it in ſuch words 
as might convey a notion of it to his hearers. 
Ix is very natural for us to take delight in in- 
* quiries concerning any foreign country, where we 
* aie fome time or Other to make our abode; and as 
* we all hope to be admitted into this glorious place, 
it is both a laudable and uſeful curioſity, to get what 
s VE: in- 
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informations we can of it, while we make uſe of re - 
velation for our guide. When theſe everlaſting. 
doors ſhall be opened to us, we may be ſure that 
the pleaſures and beauties of this place will infinitely 
tranſcend our preſent hopes and expectations, and. 
that the glorious appearance of the throne of God 
will rife infinitely beyond whatever we are able to 
conceive of it. We might here entertain ourſelves 
with many other ſpeculations on this ſubject, from 
thoſe ſeveral hints which we find of it in the holy 
ſcriptures ; as whether there may not be different 
manſions and apartments of glory, to beings or dif- 
ferent natures ; whether as they excel one another 
in perfection, they are not admitted nearer to the 
throne of the Almighty, and enjoy greater mani- 
feſtations of his preſence ; whether there are not 
ſolemn times and occaſions, when all the multi- 
tude of heaven celebrate the preſence of their Ma- 
ker, in more extraordinary forms of praiſe and ado- 
ration; as Adam, tho' he had continued in a ſtate of 
innocence, would, in the opinion of our divines, have 
kept holy the Sabbath-day, in a more particular man- 
ner than any other of the ſeven. Theſe, and the 
like ſpeculations, we may very innocently indulge, ſo 
long as we make uſe of them to inſpire us with a 
defire of becoming inhabitants of this delightful place. 
* THavE in this, and in two foregoing letters, treat- 
ed on the moſt ſerious ſubject that can employ the 
mind of man, the omnipreſence of the Deity ; a 
ſubject which, if poſſible, ſhould never depart from 
our meditations. We have conſidered the divine 
Being, as he inhabits infinitude, as he dwells a- 
mong his works, as he is preſent to the mind of 
man, and as he diſcovers himſelf in a more glo- 
r30us manner among the regions of the bleſt. Such 
a conſideration ſhould be kept awake in us at all 
times, and in all places, and poſſeſs our minds with 
a perpetual awe and reverence. It ſhould be in- 
terwowen with all our thoughts and perceptions, and 
become one with the conſciouſneſs of our own being. 
It is not to be reflected on in the coldneſs of philo- 
| | * lophy, 
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* ſophy, but ought to ſink us into the loweſt pro- 
© tration before him, who is ſo aſtoniſhingly great, 
wonderful, and holy.“ | 


ctoofoctoofoctoofortoofortootoBtolootoootooojoolootoate 


The preſent life to be conſidered only as it may conduce 


to the happineſs of a future one. [SpeR. Ne 575.] 


A LEWD young fellow ſeeing an aged hermit go 
| by him barefoot, Father, ſays he, you are in & 
very miſerable condition if there is not another world. 
True, ſon, ſaid the hermit ; but what is thy condition if 
there is? Man is a creature deſigned for two different 
ſtates of being, or rather, for two different lives. His 
firſt life is ſhort and tranſient : his ſecond permanent 
and laſting. The queſtion we are all concerned in is 
this, in which of theſe two lives 1s our chief intereſt to 
'make ourſelves happy ? or, in other words, whether we 


| ſhould endeavour to ſecure to ourſelves the pleaſures | 
and gratifications of a life which is uncertain and pre- 


carious, and at its utmoſt length of a very inconſiderable 
duration; or to ſecure to ourſe]ves the pleaſures of a 
life that is fixed ard ſettled, and will never end? 
Every man, upon the firſt hearing of this queſtion, 
knows very well which fide of it he ought to cloſe with. 
But however right we are in theory, it is plain 
that in practice we adhere to the wrong fide of the 


© queſtion, We make proviſions for this life as though 


it were never to have an end, and for the other life 
as though it were never to have a beginning. 
SHOULD a ſpirit of ſuperior rank, who is a ſtranger 
to human nature, accidentally alight upon the earth, 
and take a ſurvey of its inhabitants; what would his 
notions of us be ? Would not he think that we are a 


ſpecies of beings made for quite different ends and pur- 


poſes than what we re ally are? Muſt not he imagine that 


we were placed in this world to get riches and honours ? | 


Would not he think that it was our duty to toil after 
wealth, and ſtation, and title? Nay, would not he believe 


we were forbidden poverty by threats of eternal puniſh- 


ment, 
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ment, and enjoined to purſue our pleaſures under 
pain of damnation ? He would certainly imagine that 
we were influenced by a ſcheme of duties quite oppoſite 
to thoſe which are indeed preſcribed to us. And truly, 
according to ſuch an imagination, he muſt conclude 
that we are a ſpecies of the moſt obedient creatures 
in the univerſe ; that we are conſtant to our duty; and 
that we keep a ſteady eye on the end for which we 

were ſent hither. : 

Bur how great would be his aſtoniſhment, when 
he learnt, that we were beings not deſigned. to exiſt 
in this world above threeſcore and ten years; and 
that the greateſt part of this buſy ſpecies fall ſhort 
even of that age? How would he be loſt in horror 
and admiration, when he ſhould know that this ſet 
of creatures, who lay out all their endeavours for this 
life, which ſcarce deſerves the name of exiſtence,” when, 
I fay, he ſhould know that this ſet of creatures are 
to exiſt to all eternity in another life, for which they 
make no preparations? Nothing can be a greater 
diſgrace to reaſon than that men, who. are perſuaded 
of theſe two different ſtates of being, ſhould be per- 
petually employed in providing for a life of three- 
ſcore and ten years, and negleCting to make proviſion 
for that, which aſter many myriads of years will be 
{til new, and ftill beginning; eſpecially when we 
conſider that our endeavours for making ourſelves 
great, or rich, or honourable, or whatever elſe we 


| place our happineſs in, may. after all prove un- 


ſucceſsful ; whereas if we conſtantly and ſincerely 
endeavour to make ourſelves happy in the other life, 
we are ſure that our endeavours will ſucceed, and that 


we ſhall not be diſappointed of our hope. 


Tre following queſtion is ſtarted by one of the 


ſchoolmen. Suppoſing the whole body of the earth 
were a great ball or maſs of the fineſt ſand, and that 


a ſingle grain or particle of this ſand ſhould be an- 
nihilated every thouſand years. Suppoſing then that 
you had it in your choice to be happy all the while 
this prodigious maſs of ſand was conſuming by this low 
method till there was not a grain of it left, on condi- 


tion you were to be miſerable for ever after; or ſup- 


poling 
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fing that you might be happy for ever after, on con- 
ition you would be miſerable till the whole maſs of 
ſand were thus annihilated at the rate of one ſand in 
2 thouſand years : which of theſe two caſes would 
you make your choice? | 
* I'T muſt be confeſſed in this caſe, ſo many thouſands' 
of years are to the imagination as a kind of eternity, 
tho? in reality they do not bear ſo great a proportion to 
that duration which is to follow them, as an unite does 
to the greateſt number which you can put together in fi⸗ 
gures, or as one of thoſe ſands to the ſuppoſed heap., 
Reaſon therefore tells us, without any manner of heſi-= 
tation, which would be the better part in this choice. 
However, as I have before intimated, our reaſon might 
in ſuch a caſe be ſo overſet by the imagination, as to 
diſpoſe ſome perſons to fink under the conſideration of 
the great length of the firſt part of thi: duration, and of 
the great diſtance of that ſecond duration, which is to 
ſucceed it. The mind, I ſay, might give itſelf up to 
that happineſs which is at hand, conſidering that it is ſo Ml 
very near, and that it would laſt ſo very long. But 
when the choice we actually have before us is this, whe- 
ther we will chuſe to be happy for the ſpace of only 
threeſcore and ten, nay perhaps of only twenty or ten 
years, I might ſay of only a day or an hour, and miſer- 
able to all eternity; or on the contrary, miſerable for 
this ſhort term of years, and happy for a whole eter- 
nity ; what words are ſufficient to expreſs that folly and 
Want of conſideration which in ſuch a caſe makes a 
wrong choice? | | 
I HERE put the caſe even at the worſt, by ſuppoſing M 
(what ſeldom happens) that a courſe of virtue maltes us 
miſerable in this life: but if we ſuppoſe (as it general- 
ly happens) that virtue will make us more happy even 
in this life than a contrary courſe of vice; how can we 
ſufficiently admire the ſtupidity or madneſs of thoſe per- 
ſons who are capable of making ſo abſurd a choice? | 
EER wiſe man therefore will conſider this life only | 
as it may conduce to the happineſs of the other, and 
chearfully ſacrifice the pleaſures of a few years to thoſe 
of an eternity, | | 
| O 
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On the Immortality of the Soul, [SpeRt. No 111,] 


Was yeſterday walking alone in one of my friend's 
woods, and loſt myſelf in it very agreeably, as I was 
running over in my mind the ſeveral arguments that 
eſtabliſh this great point, which is the baſis of morality, 
and the ſource of all the pleaſing hopes and ſecret joys 
that can ariſe in the heart of a reaſonable creature. 1 
conſidered thoſe ſeveral proofs diawn. 

FIR s 7, from the nature of the ſoul itſelf, and par- 
ticularly its immateriality ; which though not abſolutely 
neceſſary to the eternity of its. duration, has, I think, 
been evinced to almoſt a demonſtration, 

SECONDLY, from its. paſſions and ſentiments, as 
particularly from its love of exiſtence, its horror of an- 
nihilation, and its hopes of immortality, with that ſecret 
ſatisfaction which it finds in the practice of virtue, and 
_ uneaſineſs which follows in it upon the commiſſion 
of vice. f 33 

THIR DI x, from the nature of the Supreme 
Being, whoſe: juſtice, goodneſs, wiſdom and veracity: 
are all concerned in this point. | 7 

Bu T among theſe and other excellent arguments 
for the iminortality of the ſoul, there is one drawn from 
the perpetual progreſs of the ſoul to its perfection, wich- 
out a poſſibility of ever arriving at it; which is a hint 
that I do not remember to have ſeen. opened and im- 
proved by others who have written on this ſubject, 
though it ſeems to me to carry a very great weight 
with it, How can it enter into the thoughts of man, 
that the ſoul, which is capable of ſuch immenſe per- 
fections, and of receiving new improvements to all 
eternity, ſhall fall away into nothing almoſt as ſoon 
as it is created? Are ſuch abilities made for no pur- 
pole ? A brute arrives at a point of perfeCtioa that he can 
never pals : in a few years he has all the endowments 
he is capable of ; and were he to live ten thouſand 
more, would be the ſame thing he is at preſent, Were 
a human foul thus at a ſtand in her accompliſhments, 
were her faculties to be full blowo, and incapable of 
farther 
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farther enlargements, I could imagine it might fall 
away inſenſibly, and drop at once into a ſtate of 
annihilation. But can we believe a thinking _— 
that is in a perpetual progreſs of improvements, an 
travelling on from perfection to perfection, after hav- 
ing juſt looked abroad into the works of its Creator, 
and made a few diſcoveries of his ir finite goodneſs, 
wiſdom, and power, muſt periſh at her firſt ſetting 
out, and in the very beginning of her inquires ? 

A MAN, conſidered in his preſent ftate, ſeems only 
ſent into the world to propagate his kind. He pro- 
vides himſelf with a ſucceſſor, and immediately quits 


his poſt to make room for him. 


—— — Heres 
Hæredem a'terius, velut unda ſuperventt undam. 
: Hos. Ep. 2.1. 2. v. 175+ 


—— — Heir .crowds heir, as in a rolling flood 


Wave urges wave. CREECH, 


He does not ſeem born to enjoy life, but to deliver 
it down to others. This is not ſurpriſing to conſider 
in animals, which are formed for our uſe, and can 
finiſh their buſineſs in a ſhort life. The filk-worm, 
after having ſpun her taſk, lays her eggs and dies. But 
2 man can never have taken in his full meaſure of 
knowledge, has not time to ſubdue his paſſions, eſta» 
bliſh his ſoul in virtue, and come up to the perfection 


of his nature, before he is hurried off the ſtage. Would 


an infinitely wiſe Being make ſuch glorious creatures 
for ſo mean a purpole ? Can he delight in the production 
of ſuch abortive intelligences, ſuch ſhort-lived rea- 
ſonable beings ? Would he give us talents that are not 


to be exerted ? capac ties that are never to be gratified ? 


How can we find that wiſdom which ſhines through all 
his works, in the formation of man, without looking on 
this world as only a nurſery for the next, and believing 
that the ſeveral generations of rational creatures, which 
riſe up and diſappear in ſuch quick ſucceſſions, are 
only to receive their firſt rudiments of exiſtence * 
a | an 
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and afterwards to be tranſplanted into a more friendly 
climate, where they may ſpread and flouriſh to all 
eternity. | | C | 

THERE is not in my opinion, a more pleafing and 
triumphant conſideration in religion than this of the 


perpetual progreſs which the ſoul makes towards the - 


perfection cf its nature, without ever arriving at a 
period init. To look upon the ſoul as going on from 
ſtrength to ſtrength, to conſider that ſhe is to ſhine for 
ever with new acceſſions of glory, and brighten to all 
eternity ; that ſhe will be ſtill adding virtue to virtue, 
and knowledge to knowledge ; carries in it ſomething 
wonderfully agreeable to that ambition which is na- 
tural to the mind of man. Nay it muſt be a hg no 
Ser. to God himſelf, to ſee his creation for ever 

autifying in his eyes, and drawing nearer to him, by 
greater degrees of reſemblance. 

METHINKs this ſingle confideration, of the progreſs 
of a finite ſpirit to perfection, will be ſufficient to ex- 
_— all envy in inferior natures, and al} contempt 
in ſuperior, That cherubim, which now appears as a 
God to a human ſoul, knows very well that the period 
will come about in eternity, when the human ſoul 
ſhall be as perfect as he himſelf now is: nay, when 
ſhe ſhall look down upon that degree of perfection as 
much as ſhe now falls ſhort of it. It is true, the high - 
er nature ſtill advances, and by that means preſerves 


is diſtance and ſuperiority in the ſcale of being; but 
he knows that, how high ſoever the ſtation is of which 


he ſtands poſſeſſed at preſent, the inferior nature will 
at length mount up to it, and ſhine forth in the ſame 
degree of glory. | 

Wirn what aſtoniſhment and veneration may we 


| look into our own ſouls, where there are ſuch hidden 


ſtores of virtue and knowledge, ſuch inexhauſted ſour- 
ces of perfection? We know not yet what we ſhall 
be, nor will it ever enter into the heart of man to 
conceive the glory that will be always in reſerve for 
him. The ſoul, conſidered with its Creator, is like 
one of thoſe mathematical lines that may draw nearer 
to another for all eternity without a poſſibility of tcuch= 


ing 
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ing it : and can there be a thought ſo tranſporting, 
as to conſider ourſelves in theſe perpetual approaches 
to him, who is not only the ſtandard of perfection, 
but of happineſs! 


SOS SSSI SIS DSSSSS SS RSS 
On the Animal Morl, and the Scale of Bei ngs. 
l 8pect. Ne g19.] 


Tan is a great deal of pleaſure in con- 
1 templating the material world, by which I mean 
that ſyſtem of bodies into which nature has ſo curiouſly 
wrought the maſs of dead matter, with the ſeveral relati- 
ons which thoſe bodies bear to one another; there i; ſtil], 
methinks, ſomething more wonderful and ſurpriſing in 
contemplations on the world of life, by which I mean 
all thoſe animals with which every part of the univerſe, 
is furniſhed.; The material world is only the ſhell of 
the univerſe: the world of life are its. inhabitants. 
Ir we conſider thoſe parts of the material world 
which lye the neareſt to us, and are therefore ſubject to 
our obſervations and inquiries, it is amazing to conſider 
the infinity of animals with which it is ſtocked; Every 
part of matter is peopled: every green leaf ſwarms. 
with inhabitants. There is ſcarce a ſingle humour in 
the body of a man, or of any other animal, in which 
our glaſſes do not diſcover myriads of living creatures, 
The ſurface of animals is alſo covered with other ani- 
mals, which are in the ſame manner the baſis of other 
animals that live upon it ; nay, we find in the moſt 
ſolid bodies, as in marble itſelf, innumerable cells and 
_ cavities that are crowded with ſuch imperceptible in- 
habitants, as are too little for the naked eye to diſcover, 
On the other hand, if we look into the more bulky . 
parts of nature, we ſee the ſeas, lakes and rivers, 
teeming with numberle(s kinds of living creatures: we 
find every mountain and marſh, wilderneſs and wood, 
plentifully ſtocke# with birds and beaſts, and every 
part of matter affording proper neceſſaries and con- 
veniencies 
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veniencies for the livelihood of multitudes which inha- 
bit it. 


THE author of the Plurality of worlds draws a very 
good argument from this conſideration, for the peopling 
of every planet ; as indeed it ſeems very probable from 
the analogy of reaſon, that if no'part of matter, which 
we are acquainted with, lyes waſte and uſeleſs, thoſe 

reat bodies, which are at ſuch a diſtance. from us, 
ould not be deſart and unpeopled, but rather that they 


| ſhould be furniſhed with beings adapted to their reſpec- 


tive ſituation, 

EXISTENCE is a blefling to thoſe beings only which 
are endowed with perception, and is in a manner thrown 
away upon dead matter, any farther than as it is ſub- 


ſervient to beings which are conſcious of their exiſtence. 


Accordingly we find, from the bodies which lye under 
our obſervation, that matter is only made as the baſis 
and ſupport of animals, and that there is no more of 
the one, than what is neceſſary for the exiſtence of the 
other. 

Ixr1nITE goodneſs is of ſo communicative a nature, 
that it ſeems to delight in the conferring of exiſtence 
upon every degree of perceptive being. As this is a 
ſpeculation, which I have often purſued with great plea- 
ure to myſelf, I ſhall enlarge farther upon it, by conſi- 
dering that part of the ſcale of beings which comes 
within our knowledge. | 

Tuer are ſome living creatures which are raiſed 
but juſt above dead matter. To mention only that 
ſpecies of ſhell-fiſh, which are form'd in the faſnion of 


a cone, that grow to the ſurface of ſeveral rocks, and 


immediately die upon their being ſever'd from the place 
where they grow. There are many other creatures 
but one remove from theſe; which have no other ſenſe 
beſides that of feeling and taſte. Others have ſtill an 
additional one of hearing; others of ſmell, and others 
of ſight. It is wonderful to obſerve, by what a gra- 
dual progreſs the world of life advances through a pro- 
digious variety of ſpecies, before a creature is form'd 
that is complete in all its ſenſes; and even among theſe 


there is ſuch a different degree of perfection in the ſenſe 


which 
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which one animal enjoys beyond what appears in ano- 
ther, though the ſenſe in different animals be diſtin- 
uiſhed by the ſame common denomination, it ſeems 
almoſt of a different nature. If after this we look in- 
to the ſeveral inward perfections of cunning and ſaga- 
city, or what we generally call inſtinct, we find them 
riſing after the ſame manner imperceptibly one above 
another, and receiving additional improvements, ac- 
cording to the ſpecies in which they are implanted. 
This progreſs in nature is ſo very gradual, that the 
moſt perfect of an inferior ſpecies comes very near to 
the moſt imperfe& of that which is immediately above 
It. 


Tus exuberant and overflowing goodneſs of the Su- 
preme Being, whoſe mercy extends to all his works, is 
Plainly ſeen, as I have before hinted, from his having 
made ſo very little matter, at leaſt what falls within our 
knowledge, that does not ſwarm with life : nor 1s his 
goodneſs leſs ſeen in the diverſity, than in the multitude 
of living creatures. Had he only made one ſpecies of 
animals, none of the reſt would have enjoyed the happi- 
neſs of exiſtence ; he has, therefore, /:ecied in his cre- 
ation every degree of life, every capacity of being. The 
whole chaſm of nature, from a plant to a ma», is 
filled up w.th divers kinds of creatures, riſing one over 
another, by ſuch a gentle and eaſy aſcent, that the 
little tranfitions and deviations from one ſpecies to 
another are almoſt inſenſible. This intermediate ſpace 
is ſo well huſbanded and managed, that there is ſcarce 

a a degree of perception which does not appear in ſome 
one part of the world of life. Is the goodneſs, or wiſ- 
dom of the Divine Being, more manifefted in this his 
proceeding. „„ 

TREE is a conſequence, beſides thoſe I have al- 
ready. mentioned, which ſeems very natura'ly deducible 
from the foregoing conſiderations. If the Gale of be- 
ing riſes by ſuch a regular. progreſs, ſo high as man, 
we may by a parity of reaſon ſuppoſe that it till pro- 
ceeds gradually through thoſe beings which are of a 
ſuperiar nature to him; ſince there is an infinitely greater 
ſpace and room for different degrees of perfection, be- 

4 | | tween 
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6G tween the Supreme Being and man, than between man 
and the moſt deſpicable inſet. The conſequence of ſo 


1 great a variety of beings which are ſuperior to us, from 
is that variety which is inferior to us, is made by Mr. 
ig Lecke, in a paſſage which I ſhall here ſet down, after 
_ having premiſed, that notwithſtanding there is ſuch in- 
15 finite room between. man and his Maker for the crea- 
8 tive power to exert itſelf in, it is impoſlible that it 
4 ſhould ever be filled up, fince there will be ſtill an in- 
** finite gap or diſtance between the higheſt created being, 


and the power which produced him. 

THAT there ſhould bt more ſpecies of intelligent crea- 
tu es above us, thin there are of ſenſible and material be- 
low us, is probable to me from hence ; that in all the vi- 


* fible corporeal world, we fee no chaſms, or no gaps. All 
quite down from us, the deſcent is by ea) fleps, and a 
f 'S continued ſeries . things, that in each remove differ very 
Mis Litle one from the other. There are fiſhes that hav wings, 
** and are not ſtrangers to the airy region : and there are 
of ne birds, that are inhabitants of the water ; whoſe blaod 
di. „ cold as fiſhes, and their feſh fo like in taſte, that the 
pe ſcrupulous are alloaued them on fiſh da 1. There are ani- 
71 mals Jo near of kin both to birds and beaſts, that they are 
: i the middle between both e amphibious animals l:nk the 
ver I #7714 rial and ajuatic together : ſeals live at land and at 
fea, and porpoiſes have the warm blood and entrails of a 


hog ; not to mention what is confidently reported of mermaids 
or ſea-men. There are ſome brutes, that ſeem to hate as 


ace knowledge and rea/ſin, as ſome that are called men; 
LIICC : ER 

1 and the animal and vegetable k'ngdoms are ſo near y join d, 
IE that if you will take the Ioaveſt of one, and the higheſt of 


his the other, there will ſcarce be perceived any great differ- 
ence between them and ſo on "till wwe come to the lowe 
and the moſt inorganical parts of matter, ave Sill find 
ible every where thot the ſeveral (ſpecies are linked tog ether, 
[4 and differ but in almoſt inſenſible degrees. And when ave 
con/ider the infinite power and wiſdom of the Maker, we 


* have reaſon to think that it is ſuitable to the magnificent har- 
57 2 * # the univerſe, and the gre t deſign aid infinite good. 
"IG; ne/s of the Arch.te&, that the ſpecies of creatures /t ould aljo, 


be- by gentle degrees, aſcend upward from us toward his infinite 
deen perfection, 
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perfection, as we ſee they gradually deſcend from us dowir 
avard : which if it be probable, we hade reaſon then to by 
perſuaded, that there are far more ſpecies of creatures a. 
Tode us, than there are beneath; aue being in degrees of per. 
feftion much mere remote from the infinite Being of God, 
than wwe are from the loweſt ſlate of being, and that whith 
. apjroaches neareſt to nothing. And yet of all thoſe diſtind 
- ſpecies, aue have no clear diſtinct ideas. 

I this ſyſtem of being, there is no creature ſo wonder. 
ful in its nature, and which ſo much deſerves our par- 
ticular attention, as man, who fills up the middle ſpace 
between the animal and intellectual nature, the viſible 
and inviſible world, and is that link in the chain of 
| beings which has been often termed the Nexus utriu/quif 
mundi. So that he who in one reſpe& is aſſociate 
with angels and arch-angels, may look upon a Bein 
of infinite perfection as his father, and the higheſt o. 
der of ſpirits as his brethren; may in another reſpeiliſ 
ſay to corruption, thou art my father, and to the worn 
thou art my n.other and my fiſter. 


eee eee 


Providence proved from Animal inſtincr. 
Spect. No 120, 


Mos confeſs I am infinitely delighted with thoſe ſp 
1 culations of nature which are to be made in a cou 
try- life; and as my reading has very much lain amor 
books of natural hiſtory, I cannot forbear recollectin 
upon this occaſion, the ſeveral remarks which I hay 
met with in authors, and comparing them with wh 
falls under my own obſervation ; the arguments f 
providence drawn from the natural hiſtory of animi 
being, in my opinion, demonſtrative. 

THe make of every kind of animal is different fro 
that of every other kind; and yet there is not the le: 
turn in the muſcles or twiſt in the fibres of any one, whid 


does not render them more proper for that particular 
nim 
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nimal's way of life than any other caſt or texture of them 
would have been. 

T xx molt violent appetites in all creatures are luſt and 
hunger : the firſt is a perpetual call upon them to propa- 
gate their kind; the latter to preſerve themſelves, , 

Ir is aſtoniſhing to conſider the different degrees of care 
that deſcend from the parent to the young, ſo far as is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the leaving a poſteri y. Some crea- 
tures caſt their eggs as chance directs them, and think 
of them no farther, as inſects and ſeveral kinds of fiſh ; 
others, of a nicer frame, find out proper beds to depoſite 
them in, and there leave them; as the ſerpent, the 
crocodile, and oſtrich: others hatch their eggs and tend 
the birth, till it is able to ſhift for itſelf. 

Wuar can we call the principle which directs every 
different kind of bird to obſerve a particular plan in 
the ſtructure of its neſt, and direct all of the ſame 
ſpecies to work after the ſame model? It cannot be 
imitation; for though you hatch a crow under a hen, 
and never let it ſee any of the works of its own kind, 
the neſt it makes ſhall be the ſame, to the laying of a 
ſtick, with all the other neſts of the ſame ſpecies. It 
cannot be rea/on ; for were animals indued with it to as 
great a degree as man, their buildings would be as dif- 
ferent as ours, according to the different converyencies 
that they would propoſe to themſelves. | 

Is it not remarkable, that the ſame temper of weather, 
which raiſes this general warmth in animals, ſhould cover 
the trees with leaves, and the fields with graſs, for their 
ſecurity and concealment, and produce ſuch infinite 
ſwarms of inſects for the ſupport and ſuſtenance of their 
reſpective broods ? | 5 

Is it not wonderful, that the love of the parent ſhould 
be ſo violent while it laſts, and that it ſhouid laſt no 
longer than is neceſſary for the preſervation of the 
young ? 25 

THe violence of this natural love is exemplified by 
a very barbarous experiment; which I ſhall quote at 
length, as I find it in an excellent author, and hope my 
readers will pardon the mentioning ſuch an inſtance of 
cruelty, becauſe there is nothing can ſo effectually ma 

C the 
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the ſtrength of that principle in animals of which 1 
am hear ſpeaking. A perſon who was well ſkilled 
ein diſſections opened a bitch, and as ſhe lay in the 
'<© moſt exquiſite tortures, offered her one of her young 
puppies, which ſhe immediately fell a licking; and 
<« for the time ſeemed inſenſible of her own pain: on 
„ the removal, ſhe kept her eye fixed on it, and began 
4e a wailing ſort of a cry, which ſeemed rather to pro- 
®: ceed from the loſs of her young one, than the ſenſe 
of her own torments. HH 185 
Bor notwithſtanding this natural love in brutes is 
much more violent and intenſe than in rational crea- 
tures, providence has taken care that it ſhould be no 
longer troubleſome to the parent than it is uſeful to the 
young ; for ſo ſoon as the wants of the latter ceaſe, the 
mother withdraws her fondneſs, and leaves them to 
provide for themſelves : and what is a very remarkable 
Circumſtance in this part of inſtinct, we find that the 
love of the parent may be lengthened out beyond its 
uſual time, if the preſervation of the ſpecies requires 
It ; as we may ſee in birds that drive away their young, 
as ſoon as they are able to get their livelihood, but con- 
tinue to feed them if they are tied to the neſt, or con- 
fined within a cage, or by any other means appear to 
be out of a condition of ſupplying their own neceſſities. 
Tuls natural love is not obſerved in animals to aſcend 
from the young to the parent, which is not at all neceſ- 
fary for the continuance of the ſpecies : nor indeed in 
Teaſonable creatures does it riſe in any proportion, as it 
ſpreads itſelf downwards; for in all family affection, 
we find protection granted and favours beſtowed, ate 
greater motives to love and tenderneſs, than ſafety, be- 
nefits, or life received. | | 
 Onx would wonder to hear ſceptical men diſputing 
For the reaſon of aninials, and telling us it is only our 
pride and prejudices that will not allow them the uſe 
of that faculty. : 


Reason ſhews itſelf in all occurrences of life; where- 
as the brute makes no diſcovery of ſuch a talent, but in | 
what immediately regards his own preſervation, or the | 
continuance of his ſpecies, Animals in their generation 
| | ale 
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are wiſer than the ſons of men; but their wiſdom is 


confined to a few particulars, and lyes in a very nar- 
row compaſs. Take a brute out of his inſtinct, and 
you find him wholly deprived of underſtanding. To 
uſe an inſtance that comes often under obſervation. 
W1TH what caution does the hen provide he ſelf a 
neſt in places unfrequented, and free from noiſe and 
diſturbance? When ſhe has laid her eggs in ſuch a 
manner that ſhe: can cover them, what care does ſte 
take in turning them frequently, that all parts may par- 


take of the vital warmth? When ſhe leaves them, to 


provide for her neceſſary ſuſtenance, how punctually does 
ſhe return before they have time to cool, and become 
incapable of producing an animal? In the ſummer you 
ſee her giving herſelt greater freedoms, and quitting 
her care for above two hours together ; but in winter, 
when the rigour of the ſeaſon would chill the principles 
of life, and deſtroy the young one, ſhe grows more 
aſſiduous in her attendance, and flays au ay but ha'f the 
time. When the birth approaches, with how much nicety 
and attention does ſhe he'p the chick to break its pri- 
ſon ? Not to take notice of her covering it from the 
injuries of the weather, providing it proper nouriſh- 
ment, and teaching it to help itſelf; nor to mention 
her forſaking the neſt, if after the uſual time of reckon- 
ing the young one does not make its appearance. A 
chymical operation could not be followed with greater 
art or diligence, than is ſeen in the hatching of a chick; 
though there are many other birds that ſhew an infinite- 


ly greater ſagacity in all the forementioned particulars. 


Bur at the ſame time the hen, that has all this ſeem- 
ing ingenuity, (which 1s indeed abſolutely neceſlary for 
the propagation of the ſpecies) confidered in other re- 
ſpects, is without the leaſt glimmerings of thought or 
common ſenſe. She miſtakes a piece of chalk for an 
egg, and fits upon it in the ſame manner: ſhe is in- 
ſenſible of any increaſe or diminution in the number of 
thoſe ſhe lays : ſhe does not diſtinguiſh between her 
own and thoſe of another ſpecies ; and when the birth 
appears of never ſo different a bird, will cheriſh it for 
her own, - In all theſe circumſtances, which do not 
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carry an immediate regard to the ſubſiſtence of herſelf 
or her ſpecies, ſhe is a very idiot. | 
THERE is not, in my opinion, any, thing more my- 
ſerious in nature than this inſtint in animals, which 
thus riſes above reaſon, and falls infinitely ſhort of it. 
It cannot be accounted for by any properties in matter, 
and at the ſame time works after ſo odd a manner, that 
one cannot think it the faculty of an intellectual being. 
For my own part, I look upon it as upon the principle 
of gravitation in bodies, which is not to be explained 
by any known qualities inherent in the bodies them- 
ſelves, nor from any laws of mechaniſm, but, accord - 
ing to the beſt notions of the greateſt philoſophers, is 
an immediate impreſſion from the firſt mover, and the 
divine energy acting in the creatures. ; 


SSSOTSONSSSSODOSSS$SS 6 
The Athe'/t inexcuſable in endcavoring to make Converts, . 
(SpeR, Ne 186. 


W BEL1tveR may be excuſed by the moſt hardened 3 


\ atheiſt for endeavouring to make him a con- 


vert, becauſe he does it with an eye to both their in- 
* tereſts. The atheiſt is inexcuſable who tries to gain 
| © over a believer, becauſe he does not propoſe the do- 
ing himſelf or the believer any good by ſuch a con- 
© yerfion. | 4 

Tut proſpect of a future ſtate is the ſecret comſort 
and refreſhment of my ſoul; it is that which makes 
nature look gay about me; it doubles all my pleaſures, 
and ſupports me under all my affliftions. I can 
© look at diſappointments and misfortunes, pain and] 
« ſickneſs, death itſelf, and what is worſe than death, 
© the loſs of thoſe who are deareſt to me, with indiffe - 
© rence, ſo long as I keep in view the pleaſures of eter- 
© nity, and the ſtate of being in which there will be 
no fears nor apprehenſions, pains nor ſorrows, ſickne{s] 
© nor ſeparation. Why will any man be ſo impertinent- 


* Iy officious as to tell me all this is only fancy and de- 
* luſion! 
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© ſafion? Is there any merit in being the meſſenger of 
ill news? if it is a dream, let me enjoy it, ſince it 
makes me both the happier and better man. 

I uus confeſs I do not know how to truſt a man 
© who believes neither heaven nor hell, or, in other 
words, a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments. Not 
only natural ſelf- love, but reaſon directs us to promote 
our own intereſt above all things. It can never be 
for the intereſt of a believer to do me a miſchief, be- 
* cauſe he is ſure, upon the balance of accounts, to find 
« himſelf a loſer by it. On the contrary, if he con- 
« fiders his own welfare in his behaviour towards me, 
it will lead him to do me all the good he can, and 
« and at the ſame time reſtrain him from doing me any 
injury. An unbeliever does not act like a reaſonable 
* creature, if he favours me contrary to his preſent in- 
© tereſt, or does not diſtreſs me when it turns to his 
« preſent advantage, Honour and good-na:ure may 
indeed tie up his hands; but as theſe would, be very 
much ſtrengthned by reaſon and principle, ſo without 
them they are only inſtincts, or wavering unſettled 
© notions, Which reſt on no foundation. 

* InrfiveLITY has been attacked with ſo good ſuc- 
* ceſs of late years, that it is driven out of all its out- 
* works, The atheiſt has not found his poſt tenable, 
* and is therefore retired into deiſm, and a diſbelief 
* of revealed religion only, But the truth of it is, the 
* greateſt: number of this ſet of men, are thoſe who, 
* for want of a virtuous education, or examining the 
* grounds of 'religion, know ſo very little of the mat- 
* ter in queſtion, that their infidelity is but another term 
for their ignorance, 
* As folly and inconſiderateneſs are the foundations 
* of infidelity, the great pillars and ſupports of it are 
* either a vanity of appearing wiſer than the reſt of 
* mankind, or an oſtentation of courage in deſpiſing 
6 the terrors of another world, which have ſo great an 
influence on what they call weaker minds; or an aver- 
* flon to a belief that muſt cut them off from many 
* of thoſe pleaſures they propoſe to themſelves, and fill 
C 3 them 


30 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 
* them with remorſe for many of thoſe they have al. 
ready taſted. 

Tux great received articles of the Chriſtian reli - 
gion have been ſo clearly proved, from the authority 
of that divine revelation in which they are delivered, 
* that it is impoſſible for thoſe who have ears to hear, 
and eyes to ſee, not to be convinced of them. But 
were it poſſible for any thing in the Chriſtian faith to 
be erroneous, I can find no ill conſequences in adher- 
ing to it. The great points of the incarnation and 
« iufferings of our Saviour, produce naturally ſuch habits 
* of virtue in the mind of man, that, I ſay, ſuppoſing 
« it were poſiible for us to be miſtaken in them, the 
* infidel himſelf muſt at leaſt allow that no other ſyſtem 
of religion could ſo effectually contribute to the height- 
* ning of morality, They give us great ideas of the 
«* dignity of human nature, and of the love which the 
* ſupreme Being bears to his creatures, and conſequent- 
« ly engage us in the higheſt acts of duty towards our 
«Creator, our neighbour, and ourſelves. How many 
noble arguments has Saint Paul raiſed from the chief 
« articles of our religion, for the advancing of morality 
© in its three great branches? To give a fingle example 
in each kind: what can be a ſtronger motive to a 
firm truſt and reliance on the mercies of our Maker, 
than the giving us his Son to ſaffer for us? What can 
make us love and efteem even the moſt inconſiderable 

of mankind, more than the thought that Chriſt died 
for him? Or what diſpoſe us to ſet a ſtricter guard 
upon the purity of our own hearts, than our being 
members of Chriſt, and a part of the ſociety of which 
that immaculate perſon is the head? But theſe are 

© only a ſpecimen of thoſe admirable enforcements of 
« morality, which the apoſtle has drawn from the hiſtory 
of our bleſſed Saviour. „ 

* Ir our modern infidels conſidered theſe matters with 
© that candour and ſeriouſneſs which they deſerve, we 
« ſhould not ſee them act with ſuch a ſpirit of bitter- 

_ © neſs, arrogance, and malice ; they would not be rai- 
_ * ſing ſuch inſignificant cavils, doubts, and ſcruples, as 


may be ſtarted againſt every thing that is not —_— 
; * 
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© of mathematical demonſtration ; in order to unſettle 
« the minds of the ignorant, diſturb the public peace, 
« ſubvert morality, and throw all things into confuſion 
and diſorder. If none of theſe reflexions can have 
any influence on them, there is one that perhaps may, 
* becauſe it is adapted to their vanity, by which they 
* ſcem'to be guided much more than by their reaſon. 
© | would therefore have them confider, that the wiſeſt 
and belt of men, in all ages of the world, have been 
* thoſe who lived up to the religion of their country, 
* when they ſaw nothing in it oppoſite to morality, and 
* to the beſt lights they had of the divine nature. Py- 
« thagaras's firſt rule directs us to worſhip the gods as 
© it is ordained by law, for that is the moſt natural in- 
* terpretation of the precept. Szcrates, who was the 
* molt renowned among the heathens both for wiſdom 
and vrtue, in his laſt moments deſires his friends to 
© offer a cock to Æſculaßius; doubtleſs out of a ſub- 
miſſive deference to the eltabliſhed worſhip of his coun- 
try. Aenophen tells us, that his prince (whom he ſets 
* forth as a pattern of perfection) when he found his 
death approaching, offered ſacrifices on the moun- 
* tains to the Perfian Jupiter, and the Sun, according to 
© the cuſtom of the Perſians ; for theſe are the words of 
* the hiſtorian. Nay, the Epicureans and atomical phi- 
© loſophers ſnewed a very remarkable modeſty in this 
particular; for though the being of a God was en- 
* tirely repugnant to their ſchemes of natural philoſophy, 
* they contented themſelves with the denial of a Provi- 
* dence, aſſerting at the ſame time the exiſtence of gods 
© in general; becauſe they would not ſhock the com- 
mon belief of mankind, and the religion of their coun- 


a try. 


FE 


On CREARTULNESS. [Spect. Ne 381.] 


I 


Have always preferred chearfulneſs to mirth. The 
latter, I conſider as an act, the former as a habit of 


| the mind, Mirth is ſhort and tranſient, chearfulneſs 


C 4 fixed 
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fixed ard permanent. Thoſe are often raiſed into the 
oreateſt tranſports of mirth, who are ſubje& to the 
greateſt depreſſions of melancholy : on the contrary, 
chearfulneſs, though it does not give the mind ſuch an 
exquiſite gladneſs, prevents us f om falling into any 
depths of ſorrow, Mirth is like a flaſh of lightning 
that breaks through a gloom of clouds, and glitters for 
a moment ; chearfulneſs keeps up a kind of day-light 
in the mind, and fills it with a ſteady and perpetual ſe- 
renity. | 
Mex of auſtere principles look upon mirth as too 
wanton and diſſolute for a ſtate of probation, and as filled 
with a certain triumph and inſolenee of heart that is 
inconſiſtent with a life which is every moment obnoxious 
to the greateſt dangers. Writers of this complexion 
have obſerved, that the ſacred perſon who was the great 
pat: ern of perfection, was never ſeen to laugh. 
CHEARFULNEss of mind is not liable to any of 
thefe exceptions ; it is of a ſerious and compoſed na- 
ture ; it does not throw the mind into a condition impro- 
per for the preſent ſtate of humanity, and is very conſpi- 
fl euous in the characters of thoſe who are looked upon as 
4 the greateſt philoſophers among the heathens, as well as 
4 among thoſe who have been deſervedly eſteemed as ſaints 
17 and holy men among Chriſtians. 
tn. Ir we conſider chearfulneſs in three lights, with re- 
gard to ourſelves, to thoſe we converſe with, and to 
the great Author of our being, it will not a little recom- 
mend itſelf on each of theſe accounts. 'The man who 
is poſſeſſed of this excellent frame of mind, is not only 
ealy in his thoughts, but a perfect maſter of all the 
powers and faculties of the ſoul : his imagination 1s 
always clear, and his judgment undiſturbed : his temper 
is even and unruffled, whether in action or in ſolitude. 
He comes with a reliſh to all thoſe goods which nature 
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q 1 has provided for him, taſtes all the pleaſures of the crea- 

464 tion which are poured about him, and does not feel the 
$3 ol weight of thoſe accidental evils which may befal 
| im. | 


Ir we conſider him in relation to the perſons whom he 
_ eonverſes with, it naturally produces love and good will 
| | towards 
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towards him. A chearful mind is not only diſpoſed to 
be affable and obliging, but raiſes the ſame good humour 
in thoſe who come within its influence. A man finds 
himſelf pleaſed, he does not know why, with the chear- 
fulneſs of his companion : it is like a ſudden ſun-ſhine 
that awakens a ſecret delight in the mind, without her 
attending to it. The heart rejoices of its own accord, 
and naturally flows out into friendſhip and benevolence 
towards the perſon who has ſo kindly an effect upon it. 
Wren I conſider this chearful ſtate of mind in its 
third relation, I cannot but look upon it as a conſtant 
habitual gratitude to the great Author of nature, An 
T inward chearfulneſs is an implicit praiſeand thankſgiving 
to Providence under all its diſpenſations. It is a kind 
of acquieſcence in the ſtate wherein we are placed, and 
a ſecret approbation of the divine will in his conduct 
towards man. = 
THERE are but two things, which, in my opinion, 
can reaſonably deprive us of this chearfulneſs of heart. 
The firſt of theſe is the ſenſe of guilt. A man who 
lives in a ſtate of vice and impenitence, can have no 
title to that evenneſs and tranquillity of mind which is 
the health of the ſoul; and the natural effect of vir- 
tue and innocence. Chearfulneſs in an ill man deſerves 
a harder name than language can furniſh us with, and 
is many degrees beyond what we commonly call folly 
or madneſs, | 
ATHeisM, by which I mean a diſbelief of a Su- 
preme Being, and conſequently of a ſuture ſtate, under 
whatſoever titles it ſhelters itſelf, may likewiſe very rea- 
ſonably deprive a man of this chearfulneſs of temper. 
There is ſomething ſo particularly gloomy and offenſive 
to human nature in the proſpe& of non- exiſtence, that I 
| cannot but wonder, with many excellent writers, how it 
is poſſible for a man to outlive the expectation of it. For 
my own part, I think the being of a God is ſo little to 
be doubted, that it is almoſt the only truth we are ſure of, 


and ſuch a truth as we meet with in every object, in 


every Occurrence, and in every thought, If we look 
into the characters of this tribe of infidels, we generally 
find they are made up of pride, ſpleen, and cavil : it is 

355 indeed 
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indeed no wonder, that men, who are uneaſy to them- 
ſelves, ſhould be ſo to the reſt of the world; and how is 
it poſſible for a man to be otherwiſe than uneaſy in him- 
ſelf, who is in danger every moment of loſing his intire 
exiſtence, and dropping into nothing? 

THe vicious man and Atheiſt have therefore no pre- 
tence to chearfulneſs, and would act very unreaſonably, 
ſhould they endeavour after it. It is impoſlible for any 
one to live in good humour, and enjoy his preſent exiſt- 
ence, who is apprehenſive either of torment or of anni- 
tilation ; of being miſerable, or of not being at all. 

Arx having mentioned theſe two great principles, 
which are deſtructive of chearfulneſs in their own nature, 
as well as in right reaſon, I cannot think of any other that 
cught to baniſh this happy temper from a virtuous mind. 
Pain and fickneſs, ſhame and reproach, poverty and od 
age, nay death itſelf, conſidering the ſhortneſs of their 
duration, and the advantage we may reap from them, 
do not deſerve the name of evils. A good mind may 
bear up under them with fortitude, with indolence, and 
with chearfulneſs of heart. The toſting of a tempeſt 
does not diſcompoſe him, which he is ſure will bring him 
tw a joyful harbour, | | 

A MAN, Whouſes his beſt endeavours to live according 
to the dictates of virtue and right reaſon, has two per- 
petual ſoure s of chearfulneſs, in the conſideration of 
his own nature, and of that being on whom he has a de- 
pendence. If he looks into himſelf, he cannot but re- 
joice in that exiſtence, which is fo lately beſtowed upon 
him, and which, after millions of ages, will be ſtill new, 
and ſtill in its beginning. How many ſelf- congratula- 
tions naturally ariſe in the mind, when it reflects on this Wl 
its entrance into eternity, when it takes a view of thoſe Ml 


improveable faculties, which in a fewyears, and even at 
its firſt ſetting out, have made ſo conſiderable a progreſs, 


and which will be ſtill receiving an increaſe of perfeCtion, 
and conſequently an increaſe of happineſs ? The con- 
ſciouſneſs of ſuch a being ſpreads a perpetual diffuſion 
of joy through the ſoul of a virtuous man, and makes 
him look upon himſelf every moment as more happy 
than he knows how to conceive, 


1 'Task 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 3; 


Tu ſecond ſource of chearfulneſs to a good mind, 
Is, its canſideration of that being on whom we have our 
dependence, and in whom, though we behold him as 
yet but in the firſt faint diſcoveries of his perfections, we 
ſee every thing that we can imagine as great, glorious, or 
amiable. We find ourſelves every where upheld by his 
goodneſs, and ſurrounded with an immenſiiy of love 
and mercy. In ſhort, we depend upon a being, whoſe 
power qualifies him to make us happy by an infinity of 
means, whoſe goodneſs and truth engage him to 
make thoſe happy who defire it of him, and whoſe 
unchangeableneſs will ſecure us in this happineſs to all 
eternity. | ; 

Sven conſiderations, which every one ſhould per- 
petually cheriſh in his thoughts, will baniſh from us all 
that ſecret heavineſs of heart which unthinking men are 
ſubject to when they lie under no real affliction, all that 
anguiſh which we may feel from any evil that actually 
oppreſſes us, to which I may likewiſe add thoſe little 
cracklings of mirth and folly, that are apter to betray 
virtue than ſupport it; and eſtabliſh in us ſuch an even 
and chearful temper, as makes us pleaſing to ourſelves, 
to thoſe with whom we converſe, and to him whom w 
were made to pleaſe. | 


On the Advantages of a chearful Temper. 
[SpeR. Ne 387. 


HEA RTUINESs is, in the firſt place, the beſt pro- 

moter of health. Repinings and ſecret mur- 
| murs of heart give ſo imperceptible ſtrokes to thoſe de- 
licate fibres of which the vital parts are compoſed, and 
wear out the machine inſenfibly ; not to mention thoſe 
violent ferments which they ſtit up in the blood, and 
thoſe irregular diſturbed motions, which they -raiſe in 
the animal ſpirits. I ſcarce remember, in my own ob- 
ſervation, to have met with many old men, or with 
ſuch, who (to uſe our N phraſe) wearael/, _ 
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had not at leaſt a certain indolence in their humour, if 
not a more than ordinary gaiety and chearfulneſs of 
heart. The truth of it is, health and chearfulneſs mu- 
tually beget each other ; with this difference, that we 
ſeldom meet with a great degree of health which is 
not attended with a certain chearfulneſs, but very of- 
ten ſee chearfulneſs where there is no great degree of 
nealth. | | | | 

CHrarFULlNness bears the ſame friendly regard to 
the mind as to the body : it baniſhes all anxious care 
and diſcontent, ſooths and compoſes the paſſions, and 
keeps the ſoul in a perpetual calm, But, having already 
touched on this laſt conſideration, I ſhall here take no- 
tice, that the world, in which we are placed, is filled 
with innumerable objects that are proper to raiſe and 
keep alive this happy temper of mind. 

Ir we conſider the world in its ſubſerviency to man, 
one would think it was made for our uſe; but if we 
conſider it in its natural beauty and harmony, one would 
be apt to conclude it was made for our pleafure. The 
ſun, which is as the great ſoul of the univerſe, and pro- 
duces all the receſſaries of life, has a particular in- 
fluence in chearing the mind of man, and making the 
heart glad. | | 

Trose ſeverai living creatures which are made for 
our ſervice or ſuſtenance, at the ſame time either fill 
the woods with their muſic, furniſh us with game, or 
raiſe pleaſing ideas in us by the delightfulneſs of their 
appearance. Fountains, lakes, and rivers, are as re- 
freſhing to the imagination, as to the ſoil through which 


they paſs. 


Tur are writers of great diſlinction, who have 
made it an argument for Providence, that the whole 
earth is covered with green, rather than with any other 
colour, as being ſuch a right mixture of light and ſhade, 
that it comforts and ſtrengthens the eye inſtead of weak- 
ning or grieving it. For this reaſon, ſeveral painters 
have a green cloth hanging near them, to eaſe the eye 
upon, after too great an application to their colouring. 
A famous modern philoſopher accounts for it in the fol- 
lowing manner ; all colours that are more luminous, 

overpower 
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overpower and diſlipate the animal ſpirits which are em- 
ployed in ſight : on the contrary, thoſe that are more ob- 
ſcure do not give the animal ſpirits a ſufficient exerciſe ; 
whereas, the rays that produce in us the idea of green, 
fall upon the eye in ſuch a due proportion, that they 
give the animal ſpirits their proper play, and, by keeping 
up the ſtruggle in a juſt balance, excite a very pleaſing 
and agreeable ſenſation. Let the cauſe be what it will, 
the effect is certain; for which reaſon, the poets aſcribe 
to this particular colour the epithet of chearful. | 
To conſider further this double end in the works 
of nature, and how they are, at the ſame time, both 
uſeful and entertaining, we find that the moſt important 
arts in the vegetable world are thoſe which are the moſt 
autiful. Theſe are the ſeeds by which the ſeveral races 
of plants are propagated and continued, and which are 
always lodged in flowers or bloſſoms. Nature ſeems to 
hide her principal deſign, and to be induſtrious in making 
the earth gay and delightful, while ſhe is carrying on her 
great work, and intent upon her own preſervation. The 
huſbandman, after the ſame manner, 1s employed in lay- 
ing out the whole country into a kind of garden or land- 
Kip, and making every thing ſmile about him, whilſt, 
in reality, he thinks of nothing but of the harveſt, and 
increaſe which is to ariſe from it. 
WE may further obſerve how Providence has taken 
care to keep up this chearfulneſs in the mind of man, by 
having formed it after ſuch a manner, as to make it ca- 
pable of conceiving delight from ſeveral objects which 
ſeem to have very little uſe in them; as from the wild- 
neſs of rocks and deſerts, and the like groteſque parts 
of nature. Thoſe who are verſed in philoſophy may 
ſtill carry this conſideration higher by obſerving, that, if 
matter had appeared to us endowed only with thoſe real 
qualities which it actually poſſeſſes, it would have made 
but a very joyleſs and uncomfortable figure ; and ba 
has Providence given it a power of producing in us ſuc 
imaginary qualities, as taſtes and colours, ſounds and 
ſmells, heat and cold, but that man, while he is con- 
verſant in the lower ſtations of nature, might have his 
mind cheared and delighted with agreeable — 
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In ſhort, the whole univerſe is a kind of theatre filled 
with objects that either raiſe in us pleaſure, amuſement, 
or admiration. 

Tux reader's own thoughts will ſuggeſt to him the 
viciflitude of day and night, the change of ſeaſons, 
with all that variety of ſcenes which diverſify the face 
af nature, and fill the mind with a perpetual ſucceſ- 


ſion of beautiful and pleaſing images. 


I ſhall not here mention the ſeveral entertainments of 
art, with the pleaſures of friendſhip, books, converſa- 
tion, and other accidental diverſions of life, becauſe I 
would only take notice of ſuch incitements to a chearful 
temper, as offer themſelves to perſons of all ranks and 
conditions, and which may ſufficien:ly ſhew us, that 
Providence did not deſign this world ſhoald be filled with 
murmurs and repinings, or that the heart of man ſhould 


' be involved in gloom and melancholy. 


* 


I the more inculcate this chearfulneſs of temper, as it 
is A virtue in which our countrymen are obſerved to be 
more deficient than any other nation. Melancholy is a 
kind of demon that haunts our iſland, and often conveys 
herſelf to us in an eaſterly wind. A celebrated French 
noveliſt, in oppoſition to thoſe who begin their romances 
with the flowery ſeaſon of the year, enters on his ſtory 
thus: In the gloomy month of November, when the people 
of England hang and drown themſelves, a diſconſolate lover 
avalked out into the fields, &c. | 

Every one ought to fence againſt the temper of 
his climate or conſtitution, and frequently to indulge in 
himſelf thoſe confiderations which may give bim a ſere- 
nity of mind, and enable him to bear up chearfully a- 
gainſt thoſe little evils and misfortunes which are com- 
mon to human nature, and which, by a right improve- 
ment of them, will produce a ſatiety of joy, and an un- 
interrupted happineſs, 

Ar the ſame time that I would engage my reader to 
conſider the world in its moſt agreeable lights, I muſt own 
there are many evils which naturally ſpring up amidſt 
the entertainments that are provided for us; but theſe, if 
rightly conſidered, ſhould be far from overcaſting the 


mind with forrow, or deſtroying that chearfulneſs of 


temper 
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temper which I have been recommending. This inter- 
ſperſion of evil with good, and pain with pleaſure, in 
the works of nature, is very truly aſcribed by Mr, Locke 
in his Eſſay on human underſtanding, to a moral rea- 
ſon, in the following words : | | 

BEYOND all this, we may find another reaſon why 
God hath ſcattered up and down ſeveral degrees of plea- 
ſure and pain, in all the things that environ and affect 
us, and b. ended them together, in almoſt a'l that our thoughts 
and ſenſes have to do with ; that we finding imperfection, 
diſſatisfaion, and want of compleat happineſs in all the 
enjoyments which the creatures can afford us, might be led 
to ſeek it in the enjoyment of him, with whom there is 
fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures 
for evermore. 


LT ONS OG ONS ONS DNS CNS ONS CNS CNI DIS CNS ONO 
On Cruelty to Brutes, with an Elegy on a Black-bird. 
Advent. No 37.] 


Houc it be generally allowed, that to com- 
municate happineſs is the characteriſtic of vir- 
tue, yet this happineſs is ſeldom confidered as extend- 
ing beyond our own ſpecies ; and no man is thought to 
become vicious, by ſacrificing the life of an animal to 
the pleaſure of hitting a mark. It 1s, however, cer- 
tain, that by this act more happineſs is deſtroyed than 
produced ; except it be ſuppoſed, that happineſs ſhould 
be eſtimated, not in proportion to its degree only, but 
to the rank of the being by whom it is enjoyed: but 
this is a ſuppoſition, which perhaps cannot eaſily be 
| ſupported. Reason, from which alone man derives 
his ſuperiority, ſhould, in the preſent queſtion, be con- 
ſidered only as SENSIBILITY : a blow produces more 
pain to a man, than to a brute ; becauſe to a man it 
is aggravated by a ſenſe of indignity, and is felt as 
Often as it is remembered ; in the brute it produces 
only corporal pain, which in a ſhort time ceaſes for 
ever. But it may be juſtly aſſerted, that the ſame de- 


Sres 
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gree of pain in both ſubjects, is in the ſame degree 
an evil; and that it cannot be wantonly inflited, with- 
out equal violation of right. Neither does it follow 
from the contrary poſitions, that man ſhould abſtain 
from animal food ; for by him that kills merely to eat, 
life is ſacrificed only to life; and if man had lived up- 

on fruits and herbs, the greater part of thoſe animals 
which die to furniſh his table, would never have lived; 
inſtead of increaſing the breed as a pledge of plenty, 
he would have been compelled to deſtroy them to pre. 
vent a famine. | 

THatReE is great difference between killing for food, 
and for ſport. To take pleaſure in that by which pain 
is inflicted, if it is not vicious, is dangerous; and every 
practice which, if not criminal in itſelf, yet wears out 
the ſympathizing ſenſibility of a tender mind, muſt 
render human nature proportionably leſs fit for ſociety, 
In my purſuit of this train of thought, I conſidered 
the inequality with which happineſs appears to be diſ- 
tributed among the brute creation, as different animals 
are in a different degree expoſed to the capricious 
cruelty of mankind ; and in the fervor of my imagin- 
ation, I began to think it poſſible that they might par- 
ticipate in a future retribution ; eſpecially, as mere 
matter and motion approach no nearer to ſenſibility, 
than to thought: and he, who will not venture to 
deny that brutes have ſenſibility, ſhould not haſtily pro- 
nounce, that they have only a material exiſtence. 
While my mind was thus buſied, the evening ſtole im- 

_ perceptibly away; and at length morning ſacceeded to 
midnight: my attention was remitted by degrees, and 
I fell aſleep in my chair. 

T xoucH the labours of memory and judgment were 
now at an end, yet fancy was ſtill buſy : by this rov- 
ing wanton I was conducted through a dark avenue, 
which, after many windings, terminated in a place 
which ſhe told me wad the elyſium of birds and beaſts, 


Here I beheld a great variety of animals, whom I per- 


ceived to be endowed with reaſon and ſpeech : this 
prodigy, however, did not raiſe aſtoniſhment, but curi- 
ofity. I was impatient to learn, what were the topics 
of diſcourſe in ſuch an aſſembly; and hoped to gain a 
a | valuable 


| 
| 
{ 
( 
. 
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ree aluable addition to my remarks upon human life, 
th- or this purpoſe I approached a Horss and an Ass, 
ow ho ſeemed to be engaged in ſerious converſation ; but 
ain approached with great caution and humility : for I now 
at, onſidered them as in a ſtate ſuperior to mortality; and 
up- feared to incur the contempt and indignation, which 
als aturally riſe at the fight of a tyrant who is diveſted of 
d; is power. My caution was, however, unneceflary, 
ty, or they ſeemed wholly to diſregard me; and by de- 
re. rees I came near enough to overhear them. 


Ir I had periſhed,” ſaid the Ass, when I was diſ- 
* miſled from the earth, I think I ſhould have been a 
* loſer by my exiſtence; for during my whole life, 
© there was ſcarce an interval of an hour, in which I 
did not ſuffer the accumulated miſery of blows, hun- 


uſt ger. and fatigue. When I was a colt, I was ſtolen by 
ty, a Gypſie, who placed two children upon my back in 
red 


2 = of paniers, before I had perfectly acquired the 
* habit of carrying my own weight with ſteadineſs and 
* dexterity. By hard fare and ill treatment, I quick- 


ous * ly became blind; and when the family, to which I 
in- belonged, went into their winter quarters in Nor- 
ar- wood, I was ſtaked as a bet againſt a couple of 
ere WF geeſe, which had been found by a fellow who came 


© by, driving before him two of my brethen whom he 
had overloaded with bags of ſand: a halfpenny was 
* thrown up; and to the inexpreſſible increaſe of my 
* calamity, the dealer in ſand was the winner. 

« Wren I came to town I was harneſſed with my 
two wretched aſſociates to a cart, in which my new 
* maſter had piled up his commodity till it would hold 
no more. The load was ſo diſproportionate to our 
* ſtrength, that it was with the utmoſt difficulty and 
labour dragged very ſlowly over the rugged pave- 


ue, ment of the ſtreets, in which every ſtone was an 
ce MF almoſt inſuperable obſtacle to our progreſs. One 
ts, ' morning very early, as we were toiling up Snow- 


hill with repeated efforts of ſtrength, that was ſtimu- 
F lated, even to agony, by the inceſſant ſtrokes of a 
Whip, which had already laid our loins bare even to 


che bone; it happened, that being placed in the 
| Mafts, 
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% ſhafts, and the weight preſiing hard upon me, I fell 

© down. Our driver regarded my misfortune, not Wi 
« with pity but rage; and the moment he turned Wl 
« about he threw a ſtick with ſuch violence at my 
„head, that it forced out my eye, and paſſing through 

« the ſocket into the brain, I was inſtantly diſmiſled WM 
c from that miſery, the compariſon of which with my 
-«* preſent ſtate conſtitutes great part of its felicity. 
« But you, ſurely, if I may judge by your ſtature, and 
the elegance of your make, was among the favorites i 

« of mankind; you was placed in a higher and a 
« happier ſtation 3 you was not the ſlave of indigence, 

«© but the pride of greatneſs ; your labour was ſport, 
6 and your reward was triumph, eaſe, plenty and at: 
<* tendance.” | | 
Ir is true,” replied the STEED, © I was a favorite: 

% but what avails it to be the favorite of caprice, 
« avarice and barbarity? My tyrant was a wretci 
* who had gained a conſiderable fortune by play, parti 

“ cularly by racing. I had won him many large ſums 
but being at length excepted out of every match, a 

* having no equal, he regarded even my excellence 
with malignity, when it was no longer ſubſervient toll 
his intereſt, Yet I ſtill lived in eaſe and plenty; and 

« as he was able to ſell even my pleaſures, though 
«« my labour was become uſeleſs, I had a ſeraglio in 
c which there was a perpetual ſucceſſion of new 

- © beauties. At laſt, however, another competitor ap- 
<< peared : I enjoyed a new triumph by anticipation ;l 

« I ruſhed into the field, panting for the conqueſt; andi 

- © the firſt heat I put my maſter in poſſeſſion of the 
% ſtakes, which amounted to ten thouſand pounds. 
„ The proprietor of the mare that I had diſtanced, 
« notwithſtanding this diſgrace, declared with great 
* zeal, that ſhe ſhould run the next day againſt any 
„ gelding in the world for double the ſum : my maſ- 
ter immediately accepted the challenge, and told 
him, that he would the next day produce a gelding 
* that ſhould beat her: but what was my aſtoniſhment 
and indignation, when I diſcovered that he moſt 
4 cruelly and fraudulently intended to qualify me * 5 
i « this 
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this match upon the ſpot; and to ſacrifice my life 
at the very moment, in which every nerve ſhould 
be ſtrained in his ſervice. TOS 
« As I knew it would be in vain to reſiſt, J ſuffered 
myſelf to be bound : the operation was performed, 
and I was inſtantly mounted and ſpurred on to the 
goal, Injured as I was, the love of glory was ſtill 
ſuperior to the defire of revenge : I determined to 
die as I had lived, without an equal; and having 
again won the race, I ſunk down at the poſt in an 
agony, which ſoon after put an end to my life.” 
Wren J had heard this horrid narrative, which in- 
eed I remembered to be true, I turned about in honeſt” 
onfuſion, and bluſhed that I was a man. But my re- 
ections were interrupted by the notes of a BLACK BIND, 
cho was ſinging the ſtory of his own fate with a me- 
ddy that irreſiſtibly compelled my attention. By this 
entle and harmonious being, I was not treated with 
qual contempt; he perceived that I liſtened with 
rioſity, and interrupting his ſong, © Stranger,” ſays 
e, „though I am, as thou ſeeſt, in the fields of Ely- 
ſium, yet my happineſs is not complete; my mate 
is ſtill expoſed to the miſeries of mortality, and I' 
am ſtil] vulnerable in her. O! ſtranger, to - bribe 
thy friendſhip, if per- adventure it may reach my 
love, I will gratify the curioſity with which thy 
looks enquire after me. I fell by the unprovoked 
enmity of man, in that ſeaſon when the dictates of 
nature are love. But let not my cenſure be univer- 
ſal; for as the elegy which I ſing, was written by a 
human being, every human being is not deſtitute of 
compaſſion, nor deaf to the language in which our 
joys and fear, are expreſſed.” He then, after a ſweet 
ough ſhort prelude, made the grove again eccho 
ith his ſong. | | 


he ſun had chac'd the winter's ſnow, 
And kindly loos'd the froſt-bound ſoil ; 

he melting ſtreams began to flow, | 
And plow-men urg'd their annual toil, 
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* F'was then amid the vernal throng, 

Whom nature wakes to mirth and love, 
A BLackBiRD rais'd his amorous ſong, 

And thus it eccho'd through the grove : 
«© O] faireſt of the feather'd train, 

« For whom I ſivg, for whom TI burn; 


* Attend with pity to my ſtrain, 


And grant my love a kind return. 


. * See, ſee, the winter's ſtorms are flown, 


« And Zephyrs gently fan the air ! 
« Let us the genial influence own, 

« Let us the vernal paſtime ſhare. 
The Raven plumes his jetty wing, 

To pleaſe his croaking paramour; 
« The Larks reſponſive love-tales ſing, 

And tell their paſſion as they ſoar. 


But truſt me, love, the Raven's wing 


«« Is not to be compar'd with mine; 


Nor can the Lark ſo ſweetly ſing 


As I, who ftrength with ſweetneſs join. 
% With thee I'll prove the ſweets of love, 
With thee divide the cares of life; 

% No fonder huſband in the grove, 
© Nor none than thee a happier wife. 


4 I'll lead thee to the cleareſt rill, 


«© Whoſe ſtreams among the pebbles ftray 
« There will we fit and ſip our fill, 

Or on the flow'ry border play. 
« T'1l guide thee to the thickeſt brake, 

* Impervious to the ſchool-boy's eye: 


„ For thee the plaiſter'd neſt I'll make, 


And on thy downy pinions lie. 


„To get thee food Þ1! range the fields, 


« And cull the beſt of ev'ry kind; 
« Whatever nature's bounty yields, 
Or love's aſſiduous care can find, 
* And when my lovely mate would ſtray 
Jo taſte the ſummer's ſweet at large, 
* At home I'll wait the live-long day, 
And tend at home our infant charge. 


Y! 


When 
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When prompted by a mother's care 
„Thy warmth ſhall form th' impriſon'd young, 
With thee the taſk I'll fondly ſhare, . 
« Or chear thy labours with my ſong.” 
e ceas'd his ſong. The melting dame 
With tender pity heard his ſtrain; 
She felt, ſhe own'd a mutual flame, 
And haſten'd to relieve his pain, 
He led her to the nuptial bow'r, 
And neſtled cloſely to her fide, 
he happieſt bridegroom in that hour, 
Ard ſhe the moſt enamour'd bride. 
Next morn he *wak'd her with a ſong— 
© Ariſe! behold the new-born day! 
The Lark his mattin peal has rung; 
„ Ariſe my love and come away! 
ogether through the fields they ſtray'd, 
And to the verdant riv'let's fide, 
Renew'd their vows, and hopp'd and play'd, 
With honeſt joy and decent pride. 
But O! my muſe with pain relates 
The mournful ſequel of my tale; 
ent by an order of the Fates, 
A gunner met them in the vale. 
Alarm'd, the lover cry'd, ** My dear, 
*« Haſte, haſte away; from danger fly 
% Here, gunner, turn thy vengeance, here! 
« O! ſpare my love, and let me die,” 
At him the gunner took his aim; 
The aim he took was much too true; 
O! had he choſe ſome other game, 
Or ſhot as he had us'd to do !* 
Divided pair ! forgive the wrong, 
While I with tears your fate rehearſe ; 
Pi] join the widow's plaintive ſong, 
And ſave the lover in my verſe, 


The emotions which this ſong produced in my boſom, 
awaked me; and I immediately recollected, that, while 
8 | ſept, my imagination had repeated“ an elegy oc- 
hen | 


calioned 
Never having killed any thing before or ſince, 
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caſioned by ſhooting a BracxBirp on Valentin 
day,” which had a few days before been communic 
ed to me by a gentleman, who is not only eminent 
taſte, literature and virtue, but for his zeal in defen 
of that religion, which moſt ſtrongly inculcates oi 
paſſion to inferior natures, by the example of its I) 
vine AUTHOR, who gave the moſt ſtupendous pra 


of his compaſſion for ours. ; 
of Þo{ Jo CI C N N N NN 
A parallel between ALEXANDER and a Highway-ma 


[Advent. Ne 4 


AN, though as a rational being he has thong 

fit to ſtile himſelf the lord of the creation, 
yet frequently the valuntary ſlave of prejudice and a 
tom; the moſt general opinions are often abſurd, a 
the prevailing principles of action ridiculous. 

I T may, however, be allowed, that if in the 
inflances reaſon always appeared to be overborne 
the importunity of appetite ; if the future was ſacrifi 
to the preſent, and hope renounced only for poſleſſinſ 
there would not be much cauſe for wonder: but d 
man ſhould draw abſurd conclufions, contrary to | 
immediate intereſt ; that he ſhould even at the riſq 
of life, gratify thoſe vices in ſome, which in others! 
puniſhes with a gibbet or a wheel, is in the higheſt « 
gree aſtoniſhing ; and is ſuch an inſtance of the weil 
neſs of our reaſon, and the fallibility of our judgmen 
as ſhould incline us to accept with gratitude of th 
guidance which is from aBove, | 

Bor if it is ſtrange, that one man has been immo 
talized as a God, and another put to death as a felo 
for actions which have the ſame motive and the ſ⸗ 
tendency, merely becauſe they were circumſtantial 
different; it is yet more ſtrange, that this different 
has always been ſuch as increaſes the abſurdity ; a 
that the action which expoſes a man to infamy a 
death, wants only greater aggravation of guilt, a 

m0 
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nore extenſive and pernicious effects, to render him the 
object of veneration and applauſe. 
Bacshor, the robber, having loſt the booty of a 
eek among his aſſociates at hazard, loaded his piſtols, 
ounted his horſe, and took the Kentiſh road, with 
reſolution not to return till he had recruited his purſe. 
ithin a few miles of London, juſt as he heard a 
illage clock ſtrike nine, he met two 8 in a 
zoſt-chaiſe which he ſtopped. One of the gentlemen 
mmediately preſented a piſtol, and at the ſame time 
ſervant rode up armed with a blunderbuſs. The rob- 
der, perceiving that he ſhould be vigorouſly oppoſed, 
urned off from the chaiſe and diſcharged a piſtol at the 
ervant, who inſtantly fell dead from his horſe. The 
rentlemen had now leaped from the Chaiſe: but the fore- 
oft receiving a blow on his head with the ſtock of 
he piſtol that had been juſt firgd, reeled back a few 
aces : the other having fired at the murderer without 
cceſs, attempted to diſmount him and ſucceeded ; 
ut while they were grappling with each other, the 
illain drew a knife, and ſtabbed his antagoniſt to the 
Wart. He then, with the calm intrepidity of a hero 
ho is familiar with danger, proceeded to rifle the 
Pockets of the dead; and the ſurvivor having recover- 
d from the blow, and being imperiouſly commanded 
o deliver, was now obliged to comply. When the 
ictor had thus obtained the pecuniary reward of his 
rroweſs, he determined to loſe no part of the glory 
hich as conqueror was now in his power : turning, 
erefore, to the unhappy gentleman, whom he had 
lundered, he condeſcended to inſult him with the ap- 
lauſe of conſcious ſuperiority ; he told him, that he 
Pad never robbed any perſons who behaved better; 
nd as a tribute due to the merit of the dead, and a 
Woken of his efteem for the living, he generouſly threw 
um 3 a ſhilling to prevent his being ſtopped at the 
Wurnpike, | 


HE now remounted his horſe, and ſet off towards 
ondon: but at the turnpike, a coach that was paying 
he toll obſtructed h's way; and by the light of the 
ambeau that was behind it, he diſcovered that his 
I > coat 
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coat was much ſtained with blood: this diſcovery the 
bim into ſuch confuſion, that he attempted to ruſh by 
he was however prevented ; and hi: appearance givin 
great reaſon to ſuſpect his motive, he was ſeized a 
detained. M 

"Ix the coach were two ladies, and a little boy abo 
five years old. The ladies were greatly alarmed, why 
they heard that a perſon was taken who was ſuppok 
to have juſt committed a robbery and a murder: the 
aſked many queſtions with great eagerneſs, but the 
enquiries were little regarded, till a gentleman rode i 
who ſeeing their diſtreſs, offered his aſſiſtance. I. 
elder of the two ladies acquainted him, that her hy 
band Six Harry FREEMAN was upon the road in 
return from Graveſend, where he had been to rece 
an only ſon upon his arrival from India, after an 4 
ſence of near fix years; that herſelf and her daughter. 
law were come out to meet them, but were terrific 
with the apprehenſion that they might have been ſtopp 
by the man who had juſt been taken into cuſtody. The 
attention was now ſuddenly called to the other fide 
the coach by the child, who cried out in a tranſport 
joy, There is my grand papa.“ This was inde 
the ſurvivor of the three who had been attacked | 
BacsHoT : he was mounted on his ſervant's hor 
and rode ſlowly by the ſide of the chaſe in which | 
had juſt placed the body of his ſon, whoſe count 
nance was disfigured with blood, and whoſe featun 
were ſtil] impreſſed with the agonies of death. M 
can expreſs the grief, horror, and diſpair, with whit 
à father exhibited this ſpectacle to a mother and 
wife, who expected a ſon and a huſband, with all d 
tenderneſs and ardour of conjugal and parental aff 
tion; who had long regretted his abſence, who b 
anticipated the joy of his return, and were impatict 
to put into his arms a pledge of his love which he 
never ſeen. 

I wiLL not attempt to deſcribe that diſtreſs, whi 
tears would not have ſuffered me to behold ; let 
ſuffice, that ſuch was its effect upon thoſe who we 
preſent, that the murderer was not without dificulf 

conduct 
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conduded alive to the priſon ; and I am confident, that 
few who read this ſtory, would have heard with re- 
oret that he was torn to pieces by the way. = 

Bur before they congratulate themſelves upon a ſenſe, 
which always diſtinguiſhes right and wrong by ſpontane- 
ous approbation and cenſure ; let them tell me, with 
what ſentiments they read of a youthful monarch, who 
at the head of an army in which every man became a 
hero by his example, paſſed over mountains and 
deſarts, in ſearch of new territories to invade, and new 
potentates to conquer; who routed armies which could 
ſcarce be numbered, and took cities which were deem- 
ed impregnable. Do they not follow him in the path 
of ſlaughter with horrid complacency ? and when they 
ſee him deluge the peaceful fields of induſtrious ſimpli- 
city with blood, and leave them deſolate to the widow 
and the orphan of the poſſeſſor, do they not grow 
frantic in his praiſe, and concur to deify the {mortal 
who could conquer only for glory, and return the king- 
doms that he won? © f | 

To theſe queſtions, T am confident the greater part 
of mankind muſt anſwer in the affirmative; and yet 
nothing can be more abſurd than their different appre- 
henſions of the HERO and the TRE r. 

Tus conduct of Bas nor and ALEXANDER had in 
general the ſame motives, and the ſame tendency ; 
they both ſought a private gratification at the expence 
of others; and every circumſtance in which they dif- 
fer, is greatly in favour of Bacsnor. 

Bacsgor, when he had loſt his laſt ſhilling, had loſt 
the power of gratifying every appetite whether criminal 
or innocent ; and the recovery of this power, was the 
object of his expedition. ; 

ALExANDER, when he ſet out to conquer the world, 
poſſeſſed all that Bacsnor hoped to acquire, and more; 
all his appetites and paſſions were gratified, as far as 
the gratification of them was poſlible ; and as the force 
of temptation is always ſuppoſed proportionably to ex- 
tenuate guilt, ALEXAND=R'sS guilt was evidently greater 
than Bacshor's, becauſe it cannot be pretended that 
his temptation was equal. 


Bur 
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Bor though ALEXANDER could not equally increaſe 
the means of his own happineſs, yet he produced much 
more dreadful and extenſive evil to ſociety in the at- 
tempt. Bacsyor killed two men; and I have related 
the murder and its conſequences, with ſuch particulars 
as uſually rouze that ſenſibility, which often lies torpid 
during narratives of general calamity. ALEXANDER, 

rhaps, deſtroyed a million: and whoever reflects, that 
each individual of this number had ſome tender attach- 
ments which were broken by his death ; fome parent 
or wife, with whom he mingled tears in the paiting 
embrace, and who longed with fond ſollicitude for his 
return ; or, perhaps, ſome infant whom his labour was 
to feed, and- his vigilance protect; will ſee, that 


_ ALEXANDER was more the peſt of ſociety than Bac: 


sHOr, and more deſerved a gibbet in the proportion of 
a million to one. 

Ir may, perhaps, be thought abſurd, to enquire in- 
to the virtues of Ba osHOr's character; and yet virtue 
has never been thought incompatible with that of 
ALEXANDER. ALEXANDER, we are told, gave proof 
of his greatneſs of mind, by his contempt of danger ; 
but as BacsxoT's danger was equally voluntary and 
imminent, there ought to be no doubt but that his 
mind was equally great. ALEXANDER, indeed, gave 
back the kingdoms that he won ; but after the conqueſt 
of a kingdom, what remained for ALEXANDER to 
give? To a prince, whoſe country he had invaded 
with unprovoked hoſtility, and from whom he had vio- 
lently wreſted the bleſſings of peace, he gave a domi- 
nion over the widows and orphans of thoſe he had 
Dain, the tinſel of dependent greatneſs, and the badge 
of, royal ſubjection. And does not Ba short deſerve 
equa] honour, for throwing back a ſhilling to the man, 
whoſe perſon he had inſulted, and whoſe ſon he had 
ſtabbed to the heart? ALEXANDER did not raviſh or 
maſſacre the women whom he found in the tent of Da- 
rius; beither did honeſt Bacsrxor kill the gentleman 
whom he had plundered, when he was no longer able 
to reſiſt. 

Ir 
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Ir Bacs80T, then, is juſtly dragged to priſon, amidſt 
the tumult of rage, menaces, and exec ations ; let 
ALEXANDER, whom the lords of reaſon have extolled 
for ages, be no longer thought worthy of a triumph, 

As the acquiſition of honour is frequently a motive 
to the riſque of life, it is of great importance to con- 
fer it only upon virtue; and as honour is conferred by 
the public voice, it is of equal moment to ſtrip thoſe 
vices of their diſguiſe which have been miſtaken for 
virtue. The wretches who compoſe the army of a 
tyrant, are aſſociated by folly in the ſervice of ra- 
pine and murder; and that man ſhould imagine they 
were deſerving honour by the maſſacre of each other, 
merely to flatter ambition with a new title, is, perhaps, 
as inſcrutable a myſtery as any that has perplexed rea- 
ſon, and as groſs an abſurdity as any that has diſgraced | 
it. It is not, indeed, ſo much to puniſh vice, as to 
prevent miſery, that I wiſh to ſee it always branded 
with infamy : for even the ſucceſſes of vice terminate 
in the anguiſh of diſappointment. To ALExaxDEx, the 
fruit of all his conqueſts was tears; and whoever goes 
about to gratify intemperate wiſhes, will labour to as 
& little purpoſe, as he who ſhould attempt to fill a fieve 
with water, | 
I was accidentally led to purſue my ſubject in this 
train, by the ſight of an hiſtorical chart, in which the 
nile, the progreſs, the declenſion, and duration of em- 
pire, are repreſented by the arrangement of different 
colours; and in which, not only extent, but duration 
is rendered a ſenſible object. The Grecian empire, 
which is diſtinguiſhed by a deep red, is a long but nar- 
row line; becauſe, though ALEXANDER marked the 
world with his colour from Macedonia to Egypt, yet 
the colours peculiar to the hereditary potentates whom 
he diſpoſſeſſed, again took place upon his death: and 
indeed, the queition, whoſe name ſhall be connected 
with a particular country as its king, is, to thoſe Wo 
hazard life in the deciſion, as trifling, as whether a 
ſmall ſpot in a chart ſhall be ſtained with red or yel- 
low. That man ſhould be permitted to decide ſich 
queſtions by means ſo dreadful, is a reflection under 
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which he only can rejoice, who believes that GOD 
ONLY REIGNS 3 and can appropriate tte promiſe, that 
ALL THINGS SHALL WORK TOGETHER Vox GOOD. 


£ 


CHEN SEANSGEANTDEFANTDY 


On CHASTIT Y. [Guardian, No 45.] 


Do 'r know that I have been more intimately moved 
J with pity in my whole life, than when I was read- 
ing a letter from a young woman, not yet nineteen, in 
Which there are theſe lamentable words, Alas, whither 
«© ſhall I fly? he has deceived, ruined, and left me.“ 
The circumſtances of her ſtory are only thoſe ordinary 
ones, that her lover was a man of greater fortune than 
Me could expect would addreſs to her upon honourable 
terms; but ſhe ſaid to herſelf, © She had wit and 
© beauty, and ſuch charms as often captivate ſo far as 
to make men forget thoſe meaner conſiderations, and 
innocent freedoms were not to be denied: A gentle- 
«© man of condition is not to be ſhunned purely for be- 
«© ing ſuch; and they who took notice of it, did it only 
< out of malice, becauſe they were not uſed by him 
with the ſame diſtinction.“ But I would have young 
women, who are orphans, or unguarded with powerful 
alliances, conſider with horror the inſolence of wealth : 
Fortune does in a great meaſure denominate what is 
vice and virtue; or if it does not go ſo far, innocence 
3s helpleſs, and oppreſſion unpuriſhed without its aſſiſt- 
ance ; for this reaſon it is, that I would ſtrictly recom- 
mend to my young females not to dally with men 
whoſe circumſtances can ſupport them againſt their 
falſhood, and have the faſhion of a baſe ſeif. intereſted 
world on their fide, which inſtead of avenging the 
cauſe of an abuſed woman, will proclaim her diſhonour ; 
while the perſon injured is ſhunned like a peſtilence, he 
who did the wrong ſees no difference in the reception 
he meets with, nor is he the leſs welcome to the reſt of 
the ſex, who are ſtill within the pale of honour and 
Innocence, 
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War makes this circumſtance the more lamentable, 
1s, that it frequently falls upon thoſe who have greateſt 
merit and underſtanding. Gentleneſs of diſpoſition 
and taſte of polite converſation, I have often known 
ſnares toward vice in ſome, whilſt ſulleoneſs and diſ- 
reliſh of any thing that was agreeable have been the 
only defences of virtue in others. I have my unhappy 
correſpondent's letter before me; and ſhe ſays ſhe is 
ſure he is ſo much a gentleman, and he has that natural 
ſoftneſs, that if he reads any thing moving on this 
ſubject in my paper, it will certainly make him think. 
Poor girl! **Czſar aſhamed ! Has not he ſeen Pharſalia?”” 
Does the poor creature imagine that a ſcrip of paper, 
a collection of ſentences, and an old man's talk of 
pleaſures which he is paſt, will have an effect upon him 
who could go on in a ſeries of falſehood ; let dro 
ambiguous ſentences in her abſence, to give her falſe 
hope trom the repetition of them by ſome friend that 
heard them ; that could paſs as much time in the 'pur- 
ſuit of her, as would have attained ſome uſeful art or 
ſcience ; and that only to attain a ſhort revel of his 
ſenſes under a ſtupor of faith, honour and conſcience? 
No; the deſtruction of a well-educated young woman 
is not accompliſhed by the criminal, who is guilty of it, 
in a ſudden ſtart of deſire; he is not ſurpriſed into it by 
frailty ; but arrives at it by care, ſkill and meditation. 
It is no ſmall aggravation of the guilt, that it is a 
thouſand times conquered and refiſted, even while it is 
proſecuted. He that waits for fairer occaſions, for riper 
wiſhes, for the removal of a particular objection, or the 
conqueſt of any certain ſcruple, has it in his power to 
obey his conſcience, which often calls him, during the 
intrigue, a villain and a deſtroyer. 'There can be nothing 
ſaid for ſuck an evil ; but that the reſtraints of ſhame 
and ignomiuy are broken down by the prevalence of 
cuſtom, I don't, indeed, expect that my precautions 
will have any great weight with men of mode; but L 
know not but they may be ſome way efficacious on thoſe 
who have not yet taken their party as to vice and virtue 
for life; but I know not how it is, but our ſex has 


{ uſurped a certain authority to exclude chaſtity out of the 
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catalogue of maſculine virtues, by which means fe. 
males adventure all againſt thoſe who have nothing to 
loſe; and they have nothing but empty fighs, tears Wi 
and reproaches ag«inſt thoſe who reduced them to rei 
ſorrow and infamy. But as I am now talking to the 
world yet untainted, I will venture to recommend 
| chaſtity as the nobleſt male qualification. 
Ir is methinks very unreaſonable that the difficulty of 
attaining all other good habits is what makes them 
' honourable, but in this caſe the very attempt is become 
ridiculous. But in ſpite of all the raillery of the world, Bl 
truth is ſtill truth, and will have beauties inſeparable 
from it. I ſhould upon this occaſion bring examples of 
* heroic chaſtity, were I not afraid of having my paper 
thrown away by the modiſh part of the town, who go 
no farther, at beſt, than the mere abſence of ill, and 
are contented to be rather irreproachable than praiſe: 
worthy : In this particular, a gentleman, in the court 
of Cyrus, reported to his majeſty the charms and beauty 
of Panthea, and ended his panegyrick by telling him, 
that ſince he was at leiſure he would carry him to viſit 
her, but that prince, who is a very great man to this 
day, anſwered the pimp, becauſe he was a man of 
quality, without roughneſs, and ſaid with a fmile, “ If 
„ ſhould viſit her upon your introduction now I have 
« leiſure, I don't know but I might go again upon her 
% own invitation, when I ovght to be better employed.” 
But when I caft about all the inſtances which I have 
met with in all my reading, I find not one ſo generous, 
ſo honeſt, and ſo noble as that of Joſeph in holy writ: 
When his maſter had truſted him ſo unreſervedly, (to 
ſpeak it in the emphatical manner of the ſcripture) © He 
* knew not ought he had fave the bread which he did 
« eat,” he was fo unhappy as to appear irreſiſtibly 
beautiful to his miſtreſs ; but when this ſhameleſs woman 
proceeds to ſo icit him, how gallant is his anſwer ? „Be- 
„ hold my maſter wotteth not what is with me in the 
*.houſe, and hath committed all that he hath to my 
« hand, there is none greater in the houſe than |, 
* neither hath he kept back any thing from me but 


« thee, becauſe thou art his wife.” The ſame argument, 
| | | which 
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THE MORAL MISCELLANY. gg 
which a baſe mind would have made to its ſelf for com- 
mitting the evil, was to this brave man the greateſt 
motive for forbearing it, that he could do it with im- 
punity ; the malice and falſhood of the diſappointed 
woman naturally aroſe on that occaſion, and there is but 
a ſhort ſtep from the practice of virtue to the hatred of 
it. Ir would therefore be worth ſerious conſideration in 
both ſexes, and the matter is of importance enough to 
them, to aſk themſelves whether they would change 
lightneſs of heart, indolence of mind, chearful meals, 
untroubleꝗ flumbers, and gentle diſpoſitions, for a con- 
ſtant pruriency which ſhuts out all things that are great 
or indifferent, clouds the imagination with inſenfibility 
and prejudice to all manner of delight, but that which 
is common to all creatures that extend their ſpecies. 

A Loos E behaviour, and an inattention to every thing 
that is ſerious, flowing from ſome degree of this petu- 
lancy, is obſervable in the generality of the youth of 
both ſexes in this age. It is the one common faee of 


. moſt publick meetings, and breaks in upon the ſobriety, 
l won't ſay ſeverity, that we ought to exercife in churches. 
The pert boys and flippant girls are but faint followers 
of thoſe in the ſame inclinations at more advanced years. 


I know not who can oblige them to mend their man- 
ners ; all that I pretend to, is to enter my proteſt that 


they are neither fine gentlemen nor fine ladies for this 
behaviour. As for the portraitures which I would pro- 
poſe, as the images of agreeable men and women, if 
they are not imitated or regarded, I can only anſwer, 


as I remember Mr. Dryden did on the like occaſion, 
when a young fellow, juſt come from the play of Cieo- 


menes, told him in raillery againſt the continency of his 


principal character, If I had been alone with a lady I 
ſhould not have paſſed my time like your Spartan; 
That may be,“ anſwered the bard with a very grave 
** but give me leave to tell you, Sir, you are no 
ero.“ 
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On natural and fantaſlical Pleaſures. 
[Guardian, Ne 49, 


Tr is of great uſe to confider the pleaſures which 
I conſtitute human happineſs, as they are diſtinguiſh. 
ed into natural and fantattical, Natural pleaſures 1 
call thoſe, which not depending on the faſhion and iſ 
caprice of any particular age or nation, are ſuited to MW 
human nature in general, and were intended by provi- 
dence as rewards for the uſing our faculties agreeably 
to the ends for which they were given us. Fantaſtical 
Pleaſures are thoſe which having no natural fitneſs to 
delight our minds, preſuppoſe ſome particular whim 
or taſte accidentally prevailing in a 2 of people to 
which it is owing that they pleaſe. | 

Now I take it, that the tranquillity and chearful- 
neſs with which I have paſſed my life, are the effect 
of having, ever fince I came to years of diſcretion, f 
continued my inclinations to the former ſort of pleaſures, 
But as my experience can be a rule only to my own [ME 
actions, it may probably be a ſtronger motive to induce | 
others to the ſame ſcheme of life, if they would conſider 
that we are prompted to natural pleaſures by an inſtint 
impreſſed on our minds by the author of our nature, 
who beſt underſtands our frames, and conſequently belt 
knows what thoſe pleaſures are, which will give us the 
leaſt uneaſineſs in the purſuit, and the greateſt ſatiſ- Þ#' 
faction in the enjoyment of them. Hence it follows, |: 
that the objects of our natural deſires are cheap or ealy MF 
to be obtained; it being a maxim that holds throughout | 
the whole ſyſtem of created beings, © that nothing is WF) 
made in vain, much leſs the inſtincts and appetites of Þ#! 
animals, which the benevolence as well as wiſdom of 
the Deity, is concerned to provide for. Nor is the 
fruition of thoſe objects leſs pleaſing, than the acquifi- 
tion 1s eaſy ; and the pleaſure is heightened by the ſenſe 
of having anſwered ſome natural end, and the conſciou!- 
neſs of acting in concert with the ſupreme governor of 
dhe univerſe, 


UNDER 
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Ups natural pleaſures I comprehend thoſe which 
re univerſally ſuited, as well to the rational as the ſen- 
al part of our nature. And of the pleaſures which 
affect our ſenſes, thoſe only are to be eſteemed natural 
hat are contained within the rules of reaſon, which is 


ich 

iſh. allowed to be as neceſſary an ingredient of human na- 
s | ure as ſenſe. And, indeed, exceſſes of any kind are 
and Mfardly to be eſteemed pleaſures, much leſs natural plea- 
to ures. 

vi- Ir is evident, that a defire terminated in money is 
bly fantaſtical ; ſo is the deſire of outward diſtinctions, 
cal vhich bring no delight of ſenſe, nor recommend us as 


ſeful to mankind ; and the deſire of things merely be- 
Wauſe they are new or foreign. Men, who are indiſ- 
poſed to a due exertion of their higher parts, are driven 
o ſuch purſuits as theſe from the reſtleſſneſs of the mind, 


ul · Niund the ſenſitive appetites being eafily ſatisfied. It is, 
ect {Wn ſome ſort, owing to the bounty of Providence, that 
on, Iliſdaining a cheap and vulgar happineſs, they frame to 


hemſelves imaginary goods, in which there is nothing 
Fan raiſe deſire, but the difficulty of obtaining them. 
Fus men become the contrivers of their own miſery, 


ler 8 a puniſhment on themſelves for departing from the 
ack mneaſures of nature. Having by an habitual reflection 
re, In theſe truths made them familiar, the effect is, that I, 


Wmong a number of perſons who have debauched their 
Patural taſte, ſee things in a peculiar light, which I have 
Frrived at, not by any uncommon force of genius or ac- 
Wuired knowledge, but only by unlearning the falſe no- 
Fons inſtilled by cuſtom and education. 

Taue various objects that compoſe the world were 
Wy nature formed to delight our ſenſes; and as it is this 
lone that makes them deſirable to an uncorrupted taſte, 
man may be ſaid naturally to poſſeſs them, when he 


he Poſſeſſeth thoſe enjoyments which they are fitted by 
fi- {ature to yield. Hence it is uſual with me to conſider 
iſe Myſelf as having a natural property in every object 
if. hat adminiſters pleaſure to me. When I am in the 
of Country, all the fine ſeats near the place of my reſi- 


Wence, and to which I have acceſs, J regard as mine. 
« Wh lame 1 think of the groves and fields where I 
=” 2 Ds walk, 
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- Þeaus and ladies as ſo many paraquets in an avian 
or tulips in a garden, deſigned purely for my dive 


the keeping of them. By which maxim I am 


ference, that I am not a prey to my own cares, or d 


Yate œconomy. As I cannot go to the price of hiſto 
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walk, and muſe on the folly of the civil Jandlord i 
London, who has the fantaſtical pleaſure of draininf 
dry rent into his coffers, but is a ſtranger to frelſ 
air and yural enjoyments. By theſe principles I af 
poſſeſſed of half a dozen of the fineſt ſeats in England 
which in the eye of the law belong to certain of my ack 
quaintance, who being men of buſineſs chooſe to li 


Is ſome great families, where I chooſe to paſs ni 
time. a ſtranger would be apt to rank me with the othei 
domeſticks; but in my own thoughts, and naturſ 
jadgment, I am maſter of the houſe, and he who gos 
by tha: name is my fteward, who eaſes me of the c- 
of providing for myſelf the conveniencies and pleaſurn 
of life. 0 

WEN I walk the ſtreets, I ufe the foregoing n: 
tural maxim, (viz. That he is the true poſſeſſor of i 
thing who enjoys it, and not he that owns it withon 
the enjoyment of it) to convince myſelf that I have! 
property in the gay part of all the gilt chariots that! 
meet, which I regard as amuſements deſigned to delighilf 
my eyes, and the imagination of thoſe kind peopkifi 
who ſit in them gaily attired only to pleaſe me. I har 
a real, and they only an imaginary pleaſure from the 
exterior embelliſhments. Upon the ſame principle, | 
Rave diſcovered that J am the natural proprietor of al 
the diamond necklaces, the c offes, ſtars, brocadel 
and embroidered clothes, which I ſee at a play or bini 
night, as giving more natural delight to the ſpectauſ 
than to thoſe that wear them. And I look on tl 
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fion. A gallery of pictures, a cabinet or library thi 
I have free acceſs to, I think my own. In a won 
all that I deſire is the uſe of things, let who will han 


one of the richeſt men in Great Britain ; with this di 


envy of others, 
Tus ſame principles I find of great uſe in my pl 
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dainting, I have purchaſed at eaſy rates ſeveral beauti- 
ally deſigned pieces of Jandſkip and perſpective, 
hich are much more pleafing to a natural taſte than 
nknown faces or Dutch gambols, tho' done by the beſt 
maſters : my couches, beds, and window-curtains are 
of Iriſh ſtuff, which thoſe of that nation work very 
"ne, and with a delightful mixture of colours. There is 
ot a piece of China in my houſe z but I have glaſſes 
of all ſorts, and ſome tinged with the fineſt colours, 
which are not the leſs pleaſing, becauſe they are do- 
meſtick, and cheaper than foreign toys. Every thing is 
Wneat, entire and clean, and fitted to the taſte of one 
who had rather be happy than be thought ric. 
Every day, numberleſs innocent and natural grati- 
fications occur to me, while I behold my fellow crea- 
tures labouring in a toilſome and abſurd purſuit of trifles 3 
one, that he may be called by a particular appellation z 
another, that he may wear a particular ornament, which 
I regard as a bit of ribband that has an agreeable 
effect on my fight, but is ſo far from ſupplying the 
place of merit where it is not, that it ſerves only to 


— make the want of it more conſpicuous, Fair weather 
* is the joy of my ſoul ; about noon I behold a blue ſky 
he with rapture, and receive great conſolation. from the 


roſy daſhes of light which adorn the clouds of the 
morning and evening. When I am loſt among green 
trees, 1 do not envy a great man with a great croud 
at his levee. And I often lay aſide thoughts of going 
to an opera, that I may enjoy the {ſilent pleaſure of 
walking by moon-light, or viewing the ſtars ſparkle in 
their azure ground ; which I look upon as part of my 

oſſeſſions, not without a ſecret indignation at the taſte- 

lineſs of mortal men, who, in their race through life, 
overlook the real enjoyments of it. 

Bur the pleaſure which naturally affects a human 
mind with the moſt lively and tranſporting touches, I 
take to be the ſenſe that we act in the eye of infinite 
wiſdom, power and goodneſs, that will crown our vir- 
tuous endeavours here, with a happineſs hereafter, large 
2s our deſires, and laſting as our immortal ſouls- This 
is a perpetual ſpring of gm in the mind,. 'Fhis 
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mates, but utterly unfit for mixing in a larger ſociety, 
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leflens our calamities, and doubles our joys. Without 

this the higheſt ſtate of life is inſipid, and with it the] 
loweſt is a paradiſe. What unnatural wretches then ate 
thoſe who can be ſo ſtupid as to imagine a merit, in 
endeavouring to rob virtue of her — and a man 
of his preſent as well as future bliſs? But as I have 

frequently taken occaſion to animadvert on that ſpecies 
of mortals, ſo I propoſe to repeat my animadverſion 
on them, till I ſee ſome ſymptoms of amendment. 


The Obſervance of Sunday recommended. An Allegory, 
[Rambler, No 30. 


HERE are few taſks more ungrateful, than for 
perſons of modeſty to ſpeak their own praiſes, 
In ſome caſes, however, this muſt be done for the ge- 
neral good, and a generous ſpirit will on ſuch occaſion: 
aſſert its merit, and vindicate itſelf with becoming 
warmth, | = 
My circumſtances, fir, are very hard and peculiar, 
Could the world be brought to treat me as I deſerve, it 
would be a publick benefit. This makes me apply to 
you, that my caſe being fairly ſtated in a paper ſo gene. 
rally eſteemed, I may ſuffer no longer from ignorant 
and childiſh prejudices. a Bo 
My elder brother was a Jew. A very reſpectable 
perſon, but ſomewhat auſtere in his manner: highly 
and deſervedly valued by his near relations and inti- 


e 
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or gaining a general acquaintance among mankind. 
In a venerable old age he retired from the world, and 
J in the bloom of youth came into it, ſucceeding him 
In all his dignities, and formed, as I might reaſonably 
fatter myſelf, to be the object of univerſal love and 
eſteem. Joy and gladneſs were born with me; cheat- 
fulneſs, good humour and benevolence always attend- 
ed and endeared my infancy. That time is long 
paſt, So long that idle imaginations are apt to fancy 

1 me 


hont 
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e wrinkled, old, and diſagreeable; but, unleſs my 
ooking- glaſs deceives me, I have not yet loſt one charm, 
"ne beauty of my earlieſt years. However, thus far 


. too certain, I am to every body juſt what they chuſe 


Wo think me; fo that to very few I appear in my right 


ſhape ; and though naturally I am the friend of human- 
kind, to few, very few comparatively, am ] uſeful or 


» agreeable. 


Tris is the more grievous, as it is utterly impoſſible 


for me to avoid being in all ſorts of places and com- 


panies ; and I am therefore liable to meet with perpe- 


7 tual affronts and injuries. Though I have as natural 


an antipathy to cards and dice, as fome people have to 
a cat, many and many an aſſembly am I forced to en- 


dure; and though reſt and compoſure are my peculiar 
joy, am worn out, and harraſſed to death with journies 


3 


by men and women of quality, who never take one, 
but when I can be of the party. Some, on a contrary 


extreme, will never receive me but in bed, where they 
ſpend at leaſt half of the time I have to ſtay with them 
and others are ſo monſtroufly ill-bred as to take phy- 


W fick on purpoſe when they have reaſon to expect me. 
iar. Thoſe who keep 


py terms of more politenefs with 
me, are generally ſo cold and conſtrained in their be- 


& haviour, that I cannot but perceive myſelf an unwel- 


come gueſt; and even among perſons deſerving of 
eſteem, and who certainly have a value for me, it is 


too evident that generally whenever I come I throw a 


dulneſs over the whole company, that I am entertained 
with a formal Riff civility, and that they are glad when 
I am fairly gone. 

How bitter muſt this kind of reception be to one 
formed to inſpire delight, admiration and love! To 


one capable of anſwering and rewarding the greateſt 


& warmth and delicacy of ſentiments ! 


I was bred up among a ſet of excellent people, who 


affectionately loved me, and treated me with the utmoſt 


honour and reſpect. It would be tedious to relate the 
variety of my adventures, and ſtrange viciſſitudes of 


my fortune in many different countries, Here in Eng- 


lard there was a time when I lived according 


to my 
heart's 
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heart's defire. Whenever I appeared, publick aſlem, 
blies appointed for my reception were crowded with per. 
ſons of quality and faſhion, early dreſt as for a coun, 
to pay me their devoirs. Chearful hoſpitality ever 
where crowned my. board, and I was looked upon in 
every country pariſh as a kind of ſocial bond between] 
the ſquire, the parſon, and the tenants, The laboriou 
Poor every where bleſt my appearance: they do ſo fill 
and keep-their beſt clothes to do me honour ; though 
as much as I delight in the honeſt country folks, they 
do now and then throw a pot of ale at my head, and 
ſometimes an unlucky boy will drive his cricket-ballf 
full in my face. | | 

Even in theſe my beſt days there were perſons who 
thought me too demure and grave. I muſt forſooth 
by all means be inſtructed by foreign maſters, and taught 
to dance and play. This method of education. was fol b 
contrary to my genius, formed for much nobler enter- * 
tainments, that ic did not ſucceed at all. 

I FELL next into the hands of a very different ſet. ! 
They were ſo exceſſively ſcandalized at the gaiety ai 
my appearance, as not only to deſpoil me of the foreig , 
fopperies, the paint and the patches (that I had been 
tricked out with by my laſt misjudging tutors, but they 
robbed me of every innocent ornament I had from my | 
infancy been uſed to gather in the fields and gardens; 
nay they blacked my face, and covered me all over 
with a habit of mourning, and that too very coarſe 
and aukward. I was now obliged to ſpend my whole 
life in hearing ſermons ; nor permitted ſa much as to, 
ſmile upon any occſiaon. | : | 

. In this melancholy ans ed I became a perfect bug · 
bear to all children and young folks. Wherever I 
came there was a general huſh, an immediate ſtop to 
all pleaſantneſs of look or diſcourſe ; and not being 
permitted to talk with them in my own language ati 
that time, they took ſuch a diſguſt to me in thoſe tedi- 
ous hours of yawning, that having tranſmitted it to 
their children, I cannot now be heard, though tis long 
fince I have recovered my natural form, and pleaſing 
tone of voice, Would they but receive my viſits kind · 


ly, : 
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ly, and liſten to what L could tell them—ler me ſay it 
ithout vanity—how charming a companion ſhould J 
be! to every one could I talk on the ſubjects moſt in. 
tereſting and moſt pleaſing. With the great and am- 
Whitious, | would diſcourie of honours and advancements, 
of diſtinctions to which the whole world ſhould be wit- 
Wneſs, of unenvied dignities and durable preferments, 
To the rich I would tell of inexhauſtible treaſures, and 
the ſure method to attain them. I would teach them 
to put out their money on the belt intereſt, and inſtruct 
the lovers of pleaſure how to ſecure and improve it 
to the higheſt degree. The beauty ſhould learn of me 
how to preſerve an everlaſting bloom. To the afflicted 
I would adminiſter comfort, and relaxation to the buſy, 

As I dare promiſe myſelf you wil atteſt the truth of 
all I have advanced, there is no doubt but many will 
be defirous. of improving their acquaintance with me; 
and that I may not be thought too difficult, I will tell 
you, in ſhort, how I wiſh to be received. 18 

You muſt know I equally hate lazy idleneſs and 
hurry, I would every where be welcomed at a tole- 
rably early hour with decent good-humour and grati- 
tude. I muſt be attended in the great halls peculiarly 
appropriated to me with reſpect ; but I do not infiſt 
upon finery : propriety of appearance, and perfect 
neatneſs is all I require. I muſt at dinner be treated 
with a temperate, but a chearful ſocial meal; both the 
neighbours, and the poor ſhould be the better for me. 
Some time I muſt have tete a tete with my kind enter- 
tainers, and the reſt of my viſit ſhould be ſpent in 
pleaſant walks and airings among ſets of agreeable 
people, in ſuch diſcourſe as I ſhall. naturally dictate, or 
in reading ſome few ſelected out of thoſe numberleſs 
books that are dedicated to me, and go by my name. 
A name that, alas! as the world ſtands at preſent, 
makes them oftner thrown aſide than taken up. As thoſe 
converſations and books ſhould be both well choſen, ta 
give ſome advice on that head may poſſibly furniſh 
you with a future paper, and any thing you ſhall offer 
on my behalf will be of great ſervice to, 
Good Mr. RamBLER, 

Tour Faithful Friend and Servant, SUNDAY, 
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Religion and Superſtitiun. A Viſion. ; 
| [Rambler, No 44, 


| I HAD lately a very remarkable dream, which N 
E 


made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion on me, that I remem. 
r it every word; and if you are not better employed, 
you may read the relation of it as follows. 
METrovenrT I was in the midſt of a very entertain. 
ing ſet of company, and extremely delighted in attend. 
ing to a lively converſation, when on a ſudden I per. 
ceived one of the moſt ſhocking figures imagination can 
frame, advancing towards me. She was dreſt in black, 
her ſkin was contracted into a thouſand wrinkles, her 
eyes deep ſunk in her head, and her complexion pale 
and livid as the cauntenance of death. Her looks were 
filled with terror and unrelenting ſeverity, and her 
hands armed with whips and ſcorpions. As ſyon as ſhe ! 
came near, with a horrid frown, and a voice that chilled Þ 
my very blood, ſhe bid me follow her. I obeyed, and Mer 
ſhe led me through rugged paths, beſet with briars and 
thorns, into a deep ſolitary valley. Wherever ſhe paſſed 
the fading verdure withered beneath her ſteps ; her pe- 
ſtilential breath infected the air with malignant vapours, 
obſcured the luſtre of the ſun, and involved the fair 
face of heaven in univerſal gloom. Diſmal howlings 
reſounded through the foreſt, from every. baleful tree 
the night-raven uttered his dreadful note, and the pro- 
ſpect was filled with deſolation and horror, In the 
midſt of this tremendous ſcene my execrable guide ad- 
dreſſed me in the following manner. 264 
% RET IKE with me, O ralh unthinking mortal, fro 
te the vain allurements of a deceicful world, and learn 
te that pleaſure was not deſigned the portion of human 
« life, Man was born to mourn and to be wretched; 
ac this is the condition of all below the ſtars, and who- 
« ever eudeavours to oppoſe it acts in contradiction to 
the will of heaven, Fly then from the fatal enchant- 
| «© ments 
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ments of youth and ſocial delight, and here conſecrate 
thy ſolitary hours to lamentation and woe, Miſery is 
the duty of all ſublunary beings, and every enjoy - 
ment is an offence to the D-ity, who is to be worſhip- 
ped only by the moitification of every ſenſe of plea- 
ſure, and the everlaſting exerciſe of ſighs and tears.” 

Tuis melancholy picture of life quite ſunk my ſpirits, 
d ſeemed to annihilate every principle of joy within 
e. I threw myſelf beneath a blaſted yeugh, where 
e winds blew cold and diſmal round my head, and 
Wcadful apprehenſions chilled my heart. Here I re- 
Wlved to lie till the hand of death, which I impatiently 


ain. voked, ſhould put an end to the miſeries of a life ſo 
nd. plorab'y wretched. In this ſad fituation I ſpied on one 
per. and of me a deep muddy river, whoſe heavy waves 
4 @lled on in flow ſullen murmurs. Here I determined 
CK, 


plunge, and was juſt upon the brink, when I found 
yſelf ſuddenly drawn back. I turned about, and was 
Wrpriſed by the fight of the lovelieſt object I had ever 
Wcheld. The moſt engaging charms of youth and 
zauty appeared in all her form; effulgent glories ſpark- 
din her eyes, and their awful ſplendours were ſoften- 
by the gentleſt looks of compaſſion and peace. At 
Wer approach, the frightful ſpectre, who had before tor- 
Wented me, vaniſhed away, and with her all the horrors 
e had cauſed. The gloomy clouds brightened into 
Whearful ſun-ſhine, the groves recovered their verdure, 
Wnd the whole region looked gay and blooming as the 
Warden of Eden. I was quite tranſported at this unex- 
Pected change, and reviving pleaſure began to glad my 
Whoughts, when, with a look of inexpreſlible ſweetneſs, 
ny beauteous deliverer thus uttered her divine inſtruc- 
ons. | 

Mr name is RBLIOIOV. I am the offspring of 
WF TzurH and Love, and the parent of BENeEvoLENCE, 
Horz and Joy. That monſter from whoſe power 1 
have freed you is called SuPERSTITiON, ſhe is the 
child of DisconTENT, and her followers are Fear 
and Sog Row. Thus different as we ate, ſhe has 
often the inſolence to aſſume my name and character, 
Fand ſeduces unhappy mortals to think us the _— 
4 | «tz 
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„till ſhe, at length, drives them to the borden 
„DES AIR, that dreadful abyfs into which you y 
« juſt going to fink. 

„Loox round and ſurvey the various beautig 

« this globe, which heaven has deſtined for the ſe 
human race, and conſider whether a world thus 
« quiſitely framed could be meant for the abode of 
« ſery and pain. For what end has the laviſh hand 
' «© providence diffuſed ſuch inumerable objects of 
* light, but that all might refoice in the privilege 
d exiſtence, and be filled with gratitude to the be 
* ficent author of it? Thus to enjoy the bleflingy 
has ſent, is virtue and obedience; and to reject th 
* merely as means of pleaſure, is pitiable 1gnorance, 
* abſurd perverſeneſs. Infinite goodneſs is the four: 
<« created exiſtence; the proper tendency of every 
„tional being, from the higheſt order of rapty 
« ſeraphs, to the meaneſt rank of men, is to riſe 
' © ceflantly from lower degrees of happineſs to high 
They have each faculties aſſigned them for vari 
orders of delights.” 2 

*Wyar, cried I, is this the Iangdage of RE L101 
Does ſhe lead her votaries through flowery paths, a 
bid them paſs an unlaborious life? Where are the pat 

ful toils of virtue, the mortifications of penitents, t 
© ſelf-denying exerciſes of ſaints and heroes ?” 

„TRE true enjoyments of a reaſonable being,” 
ſwered ſhe mildly, “ do not conſiſt in unbounded indy 
„ gence, or luxurious eaſe, in the tumult of patlia 

* the languor of indolence, or the flutter of light amu 
* ments. Yielding to immoral pleaſure corrupts 
* mind, living to animal and trifling ones debaſes! 
both in their degree diſqualify it for its genuine goof 
and confign it over to wretchedneſs. - Whoever wolf 
be really happy muſt make the diligent and regu 
* exerciſe of his ſuperior powers his chief attentio 
«* adoring the perfections of his Maker, expreſſing goo 
« will to his fellow creatures, cultivating inward rec 
„ tude. To his lower faculties he muſt allow ſuch g 
te tifications as will, by refreſhing him, invigorate 1 : 
* nobler purſuits. In the regions inhabited by ang 
| ce nature 
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atures, unmingled felicity for ever blooms, joy flows 
jere with a perpetual and abundant ſtream, nor needs 
here any mound to check its courfe Beings conſcious 
fa frame of mind originally diſeaſed, as all the hu- 
nan race has cauſe to be, muſt ule the regimen of a 
ricter ſelf-government. Whoever has been guilty of 
oluntary exceſſes muſt patiently fubmit both to the 
painful workings of nature, and needful ſeverities of 
edicine in order to his cure. Still he is entitled to 
moderate ſhare of whatever leviating accommoda- 
ions this fair manſion of his merciful parent affords, 
onſiſtent with his recovery. And in proportion as 
his recovery advances, the livelieſt joy will ſpring 
rom his ſecret ſenſe of an amended and improving 
eart.—So far from the horrors of deſpair is the con- 
dition even of the guilty.—Shudder, poor mortal, at 
he thought of that gul ph into which thou waſt but 
now going to plunge. 
« WaiLE the moſt faulty have every encouragement 
o amend, the more innocent ſoul will be ſupported 
with ftill ſweeter conſolations under all its experience 
of human infirmities ; ſupported by the gladdening 
aſſurances that every ſincere endeavour to- out- grow 
them, ſhall be aſſiſted, accepted and rewarded. To 
ſuch a one the lowlieſt ſelf-abaſement is but a deep- 
laid foundation for the moſt elevated hopes; ſince 
they who faithfully examine and acknowledge what 
they are, ſhall be enabled under my eonduQ to be- 
come what they deſire. The chriſtian and the heroe 
are inſeparable; and to the aſpirings of unaſſuming 
truſt, and filial confidence, are ſet no bounds. To him 
who is animated with a view of obtaining approba- 
tion from the ſovereign of the univerſe, no difficulty 
is inſurmountable. Secure in this perſuit of every 
needful aid, his conflict with the ſevereſt pains and 
trials, is little more than the vigorous exerciſes of a 
mind in health. His patient dependence on that pro- 
vidence which looks through all eternity, his filent 
reſignation, his ready accommodation of his thoughts 
and behaviour to its inſcrutable ways, is at once the 
moſt excellent ſort of ſelf-denial, and a ſource - 
* © the 


68 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 


the moſt exalted tranſports. Society is the true ſj 
* of human virtue, In ſocial active life, difficy 
will perpetually be met with; reſtraints of ny 
kinds will be neceflary ; and ſtudying to behave n 
« in reſpect of theſe is a diſcipline of the humin he 
« uſeful to others, and improving to itſelf. Suffeniot tc 
is no duty but where it is neceſſary to avoid guil, 
«© to do good; nor pleaſure a crime, but where{ſÞtib! 
6 ſtrengthens the influeace of bad inclinations, or leſk 
« the generous activky of virtue. The happineſ; 
« lotted to man in his preſent ſtate, is indeed faint ir vi 
« low, compared with his immortal proſpects, and n ten 
capacities; but yet whatever portion of it the di 
„ buting hand of heaven offers to each individual, 
« a needful ſupport and refreſhment for the pres 
«© moment, ſo far as it may not hinder the attain 
his final deſtination. | 
«Return then with me from continual mii 
to moderate enjoyment, and grateful alacrity. ure 
* turn from the contracted views of ſolitude to the yi 
“per duties of a relative and dependent being. Rd 
gion is not confined to cells and cloſets, nor reſtrain 
46 to ſullen retirement, Theſe are the gloomy doQtrut 
** of SUPERSTITION, by which ſhe endeavours t 
% break thoſe chains of benevolence and ſocial aff 
« tion, that link the welfare of every particular wi 
« that of the whole. Remember that the om h 
% nour you can pay to the author of your being is) 
« ſuch a chearful behaviour, as diſcovers a mind fat 
s fied with his diſpenſations.” 
Hex my preceptreſs pauſed, and I was going 
expreſs my acknowledgment for her diſcourſe, when 
ring of bells from the neighbouring village, and a neu 
riſen ſun darting his beams through my windows, . 
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it waked me, p 
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HEN Arif was once aſked, what a man 
could gain by uttering falſehoods ; he replied, 
ot to be credited when he ſhall tell the truth.“ 

HE character of a liar is at once ſo hateful and con- 
ptible, that even of thoſe who have loft their virtue 
ight be expected, that from the violation of truth 
ſhould be reſtrained by their pride. Almoſt every 
r vice that diſgraces human nature, may be kept in 
tenance by applauſe and aſſociation : the corrupter 


at leaſt not deteſted by the women: the drunkard 
eaſily unite with beings, devoted like himſelf to 
merriments or ſilent inſenſibility, who will celebrate 
victories over the novices of intemperance, boaſt 
ſelves the companions of his proweſs, and tell with 
ure of the multitudes whom unſucceſsful emulation 
hurried to the grave: even the robber and the cut- 
at have their followers, who admire their addreſs 
intrepidity, their ſtratagems of rapine, and their 
ity to the gang 
ae liar, and only the liar, is invariably and uni- 
ally deſpiſed, abandoned, and diſowned : he has 
domeſtic conſolations, which he can oppoſe to the 
ure of mankind; he can retire to no fraternity, 
re his crimes may ſtand in the place of virtues ; 
is given up to the hiſſes of the multitude, without 
id and without apologiſt, It is the peculiar condi- 
of falſehood, to be equally deteſted by the good 
bad: The devils,” ſays Sir Thomas Brown, ** do 
cnt tell lies to one another; for truth is neceſſary to 
Wl ſocieties; nor can the ſociety of hell ſubſiſt with- 
It it.“ | 
reis natural to expect, that a crime thus generally 
ted, ſhould be generally avoided ; at leaſt that none 
bid expoſe himſelf to unabated and unpitied infamy, 
out an adequate temptation : and that to guilt ſa 
detected, and ſo ſeverely puniſhed, an adequate 
tation would not readily be found. a 

5 Ver 


irgin innocence ſees himſelf envied by the men, 
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Ver ſo it is, that in defiance of cenſure and g 
tempt, truth is frequently violated ; and ſcarcely | 
moſt vigilant and unremitted circumſpection will ſeey 
him that mixes with mankind, from being hourly { 
ceived by men of whom it can ſcarcely be imaging 
that they mean any injury to him or profit to tha 
ſelves ; even where the ſubject of converſation col 
nat have been exped ed to put the paſſions in motion, 
have excited either hope or fear, or zeal or malipnj 
ſufficient to induce any man to put his reputation in! 
zard, however little he might value it, or to overpay 
the love of truth, however weak might be its influen 

Tae caſuiſts have very diligently diſtinguiſhed n, 
into their ſeveral claſſes, according to their various 
grees of malignity : but they have, I think, genen 
omitted that which is moſt common, and, perhaps, y 
leaſt miſchievous ; which ſince the moraliſts have n 
given it a name, I ſhall diſtinguiſh as the Lyz | 

VANITY. | : 

To vanity may juſtly be imputed moſt of the fil 
hoods, which every man perceives hourly playing up 
his ear, and, perhaps, moſt of thoie that are pro on 
gated with ſucceſs. To the lye of commerce, andt 
lye of malice, the motive is ſo apparent, that they; 
ſeldom negligently or implicitly received: ſuſpicion is1 
ways watchiul over thejpractices of intereſt ; and whi 
ever the hope of gain, or deſire of miſchief, can prom 
one man to aſſert, another is by reaſons equally cog 

- incited to refute. But vanity pleaſes herſelf with iar 
light gratifications, and looks forward to pleaſ in 
io remotely conſequential, that her practices raile! 
alarm, and her ſtratagems are not eaſily diſcover: 
ed. 

VaniTY is, indeed, often ſuffered to paſs unpurſit 

by ſuſpicion ; becauſe he that would watch her motion 
can never be at reſt; fraud and malice are bounded! 
their influence; ſome opportunity of time and place 

neceſſary to their agency; but ſcarce any man is a 

ſtracted one moment from his vanity ; and he, to wh 
truth affords no gratifications, is generally inclined! 
ſeek them in falſehoods. | 
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is remarked by Sir Kenelm Digby, “that every 
an has a deſire to appear ſuperior to others, though 
were only in having ſeen what they have not ſeeo.” 
an accidental advantage, ſince it neither implies 
it, nor confers dignity, one would think ſhould not 
eſired ſo much as to be counterfeited : yet even this 
ty, trifling as it is, produces innumerable narratives, 
qually falſe ; but more or leſs credible, in propor- 
to the {kill or confidence of the relater. How many 
a man of diffuſive converſation count among his 
zaintances, Whoſe lives have been ſignalized by 
berleſs eſcapes; who never croſs the river but in a 
n, or take a journey into the country without more 
ntures than befel the knight-errants of antient times 
athleſs foreſts or enchanted caſtles! How many 
he know, to whom portents and prodigies are of 
y occurrence; and for whom nature is hourly woxk- 
onders inviſible to every other eye, only to ſupply. 
with ſubjects of converſation! 
THERS there are that amuſe themſelves with the 
ination of falſehood, at greater hazard of de- 
on and diſgrace; men marked out by ſome lucky 
et for univerſal confidence and friendſhip, who have 
conſulted in every difficulty, entruſted with every 
t, and ſummoned to every tranſaction: it is the ſu- 
fe felicity of theſe men, to ſtun all companies with 
y information ; to ſtill doubt, and overbear oppo- 
, with certain knowledge or authentic intelligence, 
ar of this kind, with a ſtrong memory or briſk 
zination, is often the oracle of an obicare club, 
till time diſcovers his impoſtures, di ates to his 
ers with uncontrouled authority; for if a public 
ion be ſtarted, he was preſent at the debate; if a 
faſhion be mentioned, he was at court the firſt 
of its appearance ; if a new performance of litera- 
| draws the attention of the public, he has patroniſed 
author, and ſeen his work in manuſcript ; if a cri- 
al of eminence be condemned to die, he often pre- 
d his fate, and endeavoured his reformation : and 
that lives at a diſtance from the ſcene of action, 
dare to contradict a man, who reports from his 
| own 
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own eyes and ears, and to whom all perſons: ; 
affairs are thus intimately known? 4 
Tuts kind of falſehood 1s generally ſucceſsful þ 
a time, becauſe it is practiſed at firſt with timidity a 
caution; but the proſperity of the liar is of ſhort d 
ration; the reception of one ſtory, is always an inci 
ment to the forgery of another leſs probable ; and 
goes on to triumph over tacit credulity, till pride or rea 
riſes up againſt him, and his companions will no long 
endure to ſee him wiſer than themſelves. 
Ir is apparent, that the inventors of all theſe fitin 
intend ſome exaltation of themſelves, and are led of | 
the purſuit of honour from their attendance upon trul 
their narratives always imply ſome conſequence in 
vour of their courage, their ſagacity, or their adivj 
their familiarity with the learned, or their recep 
among the great; they are always bribed by the pre 
pleaſure of ſeeing themſelves ſuperior to thoſe that h 
round them, and receiving the homage of ſilent att 
tion and envious admiration. Fo 
Bur vanity is ſometimes excited to fiction by 
viſible gratifications: the preſent age abounds with 
race of liars who are content with the conſciouſneſs 
falſehood, and whoſe pride is to deceive others with 
any gain or glory to themſelves. Of this tribe it ist 
ſupreme pleaſure to remark a lady in the playhouſ: WM 
the park, and to publiſh, under the character of a 
ſuddenly enamoured, an advertiſement. in the news| 
the next day, containing a minute deſcription of | 
erſon and her dreſs. From this artifice, however, 
other effect can de expected, than perturbations whit 
the writer can never ſee, and conjectures of which 
can never be informed: ſome miſchief, however, | 
hopes he has done; and to have done miſchief, is e. 
ſome importance. He ſets his invention to work agi 
and produces a narrative of a robbery, or a mu- 
with all the circumſtances of time and place accurats 
adjuſted. This is a jeſt of greater effect and longer 
ration: if he fixes his ſcene at a proper diſtance, he n 
for ſeveral days keep a wife in terror for her huſbat 
or a mother for her ſon; and pleaſe himſelf with 
flectig 
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ecting, that by his abilities and addreſs ſame addition 
mace to the miſeries of life. 

Tu EEE is, I think, an antient law in Scotland, by 
hich LEASINSG- MAKING was capitally puniſhed. I 
m, indeed, far from deſiring to increaſe in. this 
ingdom the number of executions: yet I cannot but 
ink, that they who deſtroy the confidence of ſo- 
jety, weaken the credit of intelligence, and inter- 
pt the ſecurity of life; barraſs the delicate with 
ame, and perplex the timorous with alarms; might 
ery properly be awakened to a ſenſe of their 
rimes, by denunciations of a whipping poſt or 
illory : ſince many are ſo inſenſible of right and 
rong, that they have no ſtandard of action but 
e law; nor feel guilt, but as they dread puniſh- 
dent. 5 
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av far the precept to love our Enemies is practicable. 
| [Adven. N? 48.] 


O Love AN ENEMY, is the diſtinguiſhing charac- 
teriſtic of a religion, which is not of man but 
GOD. It could be delivered as a precept only by 
ms . who lived and died to eſtabliſh it by his ex- 
. | 
Ar the cloſe of that ſeaſon, in which human frailty 
as commemorated ſufferings which it could not ſuſ- 
in, a ſeaſon in which the moſt zealous devotion can 
ly ſubſtitute a change of food for a total abſtinence 
torty days ; it cannot, ſurely, be incongruous to con- 
der, what approaches we can make to that divine 
agile which theſe ſufferings expreſſed, and how far 
an, in 1mitation of his SA vTIO UR, can bleſs thoſe 
urau ho curſe him, and return good for evil. 
rer We cannot, indeed, behold the example but at 2 
je n ſtance; nor conſider it without being ſtruck with a 
\hanW"'c of our own debility : every man who compares 
$ fe with this divine rule, inſtead of exulting in his 
ect E own 
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own excellence, will ſmite his breaſt like the publicy 3 


and cry out, GOD be merciful to me a ſinner 


Thus to acquaint us with ourſelves, may, perhaps, 
one uſe of the precept ; but the precept cannot, ſure 
be conſidered as having no other. | 
I xnow it will be ſaid, that our paſſions are not i 
our power; and that, therefore, a precept, to love 
to hate, is impoſlible ; for if the gratification of all ff 
wiſhes was offered us to love a ſtranger as we loye 
child, we could not fulfill the condition, however wif 
might deſire the reward, 1 
Bur admitting this to be true, and that we can 
love an enemy as we love a friend; it is yet equi 
certain, that we may perform thoſe actions which oli. 
roduced by love from a higher principle: we aff 
ee derive moral excellence from natural defei 
and exert our reaſon inſtead of indulging a paſſion. 
our enemy hungers we may feed him, and if he thif 
we may give him drink: this, if we could love hi 
would be our conduct; and this-may ſill be our cn 
duct, though to love him is impoſſible. The Cuz 
TiAN will be prompted to relieve the neceſſities of 
enemy, by his love to GOD: he will rejoice in ang 
portunity to expreſs the zeal of his gratitude and 
alacrity of his obedience, at the ſame time that hey 
propriates the promiſes and anticipates his reward, 
Bur though he who is beneficent upon theſe prit 
"ples, may in the ſcripture ſenſe be ſaid to love his en 
my; yet ſomething more may ſtill be effected: 
paſſion itſelf in ſome degree is in our power; we 0 
riſe to a yet nearer emulation of divine forgiveneſ, 
may think as well as act with kindneſs, and be ſan 
fied as well in heart as in life, 
Troven love and hatred are neceſſarily produai 
in the human breaſt, when the proper objects of tit 
paſſions occur, as the colour of material ſubſtance 
neceſſarily perceived by an eye before which they 1 
exhibited ; yet it is in our power to change the paſi 
and to cauſe either love or hatred to be excited, | 
placing the ſame object in different circumſtances 
1 
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changeable ſilk of blue and yellow may be held ſo 
to excite the idea either of yellow or blue. 
No act is deemed more injurious, or reſented with 
eater acrimony, than the marriage of a child, eſpeci- 
ly of a daughter, without the conſent of a parent: it is 
equently conſidered as a breach of the ſtrongeſt and 
adereſt obligations; as folly and ingratitude, treachery 
d rebellion. By the imputation of theſe vices, a 
ld becomes the object of indignation and reſentment : 
\dignation and reſentment in the breaſt, therefore, of 
e parent are neceſſarily excited; and there can be no 
pubt, but that theſe are ſpecies of hatred. But if the 
Wild is conſidered as ſtill retaining the endearing ſoſt- 
ſs of filial affection, as ſtill longing for reconciliation, 
d profaning the rites of marriage with tears; as 
aving been driven from the path of duty, only by the 
olence of paſſions which none have always reſiſted, 
d which many have indulged with much greater 
rpitude ; the ſame object that before excited indig- 
ation and reſentment, will now be regarded with pity, 
d pity is a ſpecies of love. 
Tuos ę, indeed, who reſent this breach of filial duty 
"th implacability, though perhaps it is the only one 
f which the offender” has been guilty, demonſtrate 
at they are without natural affection; and that they 
ſould have proſtituted their offspring, if not to luſt, 
et to affections which are equally vile and ſordid, the 
irſt of gold, or the cravings of ambition: for he 
an never be thought to be ſincerely intereſted in the 
licity of his child, who when ſome of the means of 
appineſs are loſt by indiſcretion, ſuffers his reſentment 
TD take away the reſt. 
Avons friends, ſallies of quick reſentment are ex- 
emely frequent. Friendſhip is a conſtant reciproca- 
on of benefits, to which the ſacrifice of private in- 
reſt is ſometimes neceſſary : it is common for each to 
t too much value upon thoſe which he beſtows, and 
0 little upon thoſe which he receives; this mutual 
ſtake in ſo important an eſtimation, produces mutual 
barges of unkindneſs and ingratitude; each, perhaps, 
Nrofeſſes himſelf ready to forgive, but neither will con- 
E 2 | deſcend 
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deſcend to be forgiven. Pride, therefore, ſtill increzf 
the enmity which it began; the friend is conlidered 


ſelfiſh, aſluming, injurious and revengeful ; he com! 


quently becomes an object of hatred ; and while he 
thus conſidered, to love him is impoſſible. But thut 


conſider him, is at once a folly and a fault: each ou 


to reflect, that he is, at leaſt in the opinion of lf 
other, incurring the crimes. that he imputes; that u. 
foundation of their enmity is no more than a miſtake 
and that this miſtake is the effect of weakneſs or vain 
Which is common to all mankind : the charader 
both would then aſſume a very different aſpect, lo 
would again be excited by the return of its object, u 
each would be impatient to exchange acknowledgmen 
and recoier-the felicity which was ſo near being lo. 

Bur if after we have admitted an acquaintance 
our boſom as a friend, it ſhould appear that we h 
miſtaken his character; if he ſhould betray our con| 


dence, and uſe the knowledge of our affairs, wid 


perhaps he obtained by offers of ſervice, to effect u 
ruin; if he defames us to the world, and adds perju 
to falſhood ; if he violates the chaſtity of a wife, 
ſeduces a daughter to proſtitution ; we may till co 
der him in ſuch circumſtances as will incline us to fu 
fill the precept, and to regard him without the rancof 
of hatred or the fury of revenge. 

Every character, however it may deſerve puniſhmen 
Excites hatred only in proportion as it appears to bf 
malicious; and pure malice has never been imputed i 
human beings. The wretch, who has thus deceim 


and injured us, ſhould be confidered as having ultima. 


Lopes not evil to us, but good to himfelf. | 


ould alſo be remembered, that he has miſtaken il. 
means; that he has forfeited the friendſhip of Hi C 


whole favour is better than life, by the ſame condullif 
which forfeited ours; and that to whatever view Mil 
ſacrificed our temporal intereit, to that alſo nM 
ſacrificed his own hope of immortality ; that he s noi 
ſeeking felicity which he can never find, and incu: 
1 that will laſt for ever. And how muß 
etter then this wretch is he, in whom the coutemplati 


of Ris condition can excite no pity! Surely, if {i 
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enemy hungers, we may, without ſuppreſſing any 
fion, give him food; for who that ſees a criminal 
agged to execution, for whatever crime, would refuſe 
a cup of cold water ? N 
Ox the contrary, he, whom GOD has forgiven, 
ift neceſſarily become amiable to man: to conſider his 
aracter without prejudice or partiality, after it has 
en changed by repentance, is to love him; and im- 
rtially to conſider it, is not only our duty but our intereſt, 
raus may we love our enemies, and add a dignity 
our nature of which pagan virtue had no conception, 
WE: if to love our enemies is the glory of a CHaIST IAN, 
treat ethers with coldneſs, neglect and malignity, is 
ther the reproach of a fend than a man. Unpro- 
ked enmity, the frown of unkindneſs, and the me- 
Nees of oppreſſion, ſhould be far from thoſe who profeſs 
emſelves to be followers of Hi who in his life went 
ont doing good; who inſtantly healed a wound that 
giren in his defence; and who, when he was faint- 
in his laſt agony, and treated with mockery and 
riſion, conceived at once a prayer and an apology for 
s murderers; FATHER FORGEVE THEM, THEY 
o NOT WHAT THEY DO. 


FF 
Rules for Converſation. [Guard. No 24. ] 


1. | HE faculty of interchanging our thoughts with 
„one another, or what we expreſs by the word 
„averſation, has always been repreſented by moral 
riters as one of the nobleſt privileges of reaſon, and 
ich more particularly ſets mankind above the brute 
Ert of the creation. | 85 
Taovon nothing ſo much gains upon the affections 
W this extempore eloquence, which we have conſtantly 
WE calion for, and are obliged to practiſe every day, we 
i rarely meet with any who excel in it. 
Phe converſation of moſt men is diſagreeable, not ſo 
och for want of wit and learning, as of good - breed- 
g and diſcretion, | 
E 3 Ir 


amiſs to draw a ſhort character, and give the compi 


dy ſuch particular perſon, or on ſuch a particular 
caſion. 1 Sep: "if 
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Ir you reſolve to pleaſe, never ſpeak to gratify all 
Particular vanity or paſſion of your own, but aun 
with a deſign either to divert or inform the compa 
A man who only aims at one of theſe, is always oi 
in his diſcourſe. He is never out of humour at bei 
Interrupted, becauſe he conſiders that thoſe who half 
him are the beſt judges: whether what he was ſayin 
could either divert or inform them. ; 
A mopEsrT perſon ſeldom fails to gain the good 
of thoſe he converſes with, becauſe no body envia 
man, who does not appear to be pleaſed with himſelf 
We ſhould talk extremely little of ourſelves, If 
deed what can we ſay? It would be as imprudentt 
diſcover our faults, as ridiculous to count over our þ: 
cied virtues. Our private and domeſtick affairs are: 
lefs improper to be introduced in converſation. 
does it concern the company how many horſes you ke 
in your ſtables ? Or whether your ſervant is moſt kn 
or foo] ? | : 

A MAN may equally affront the company he hi 
by engroſſing all the talk, or obſerving a contemptug 

ence. : | 


Berore you tell a ſtory it may be generally 1 


a true idea of the principal perſons concerned ini 
The beauty of moſt things conſiſting not ſo much. 
their being ſaid or done, as in their being ſaid or d 


NoTwiTHSTaNnDING all the advantages of youll 
few young people pleaſe in converſation ; the reaſon! 
that want of experience makes them poſitive, and wi 
they ſay is rather with a deſign to pleaſe themſelves ti 
any one elſe, | STE 

IT is certain that age itſelf ſhall make many thin 
paſs well enough, which would have been laughed a 
the mouth of one much younger. | 
Norix c, however, is more inſupportable to mt 
of ſenſe, than an empty formal man wo ſpeaks in p 


verbs, and decides all controverſies with a ſhort {enten} 
< 'Th | 


: 
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Whis piece of ſtupidity is the more inſufferable, as i 
Its on the air of wiſdom. 
Arup man will avoid talking much of any 
.MWrticular ſcience, for which he is remarkably famous, 
here is not methinks an handſomer thing ſaid of Mr. 
\ WlMowley in his whole life, than that none but his inti- 
lte friends ever diſcovered he was a great poet by his 
iſcourſe : beſides the decency of this rule, it is cer- 
inly founded in good policy. A man who talks of 
wie y thing he is already famous for, has little to get, 
Wat a great deal to loſe. I mi, ht add, that he who is 
metimes filent on a ſubject where every one is ſatisfied 
ecould ſpeak well, will often be thought no leſs knowing 
a other matters, where perhaps he is wholly ignorant. 
Women are frightened at the name of argument, 
ad are ſooner convinced by an happy turn, or witty ex- 
reflion, than by demonſtration, \ 
WHENEVER you commend, add your reaſons for 
Woing ſo; it is this which diſtinguiſhes the approbation 
f a man of ſenſe from the flattery of ſycophants and 
dmiration of fools, | 
RaLlLeRY is no longer agreeable than while the 
hole company is pleaſed with it. I would leaſt of all 
de underſtood to except the perſon rallied. 
in Tnovon good-humour, ſenſe and diſcretion can ſel- 
lom fail to make a man agreeable, it may be no ill 
dolicy ſometimes to prepare eee, in a particular 
nanner for converſation, by looking a little farther than 
our neighbours into whatever is become a reignind 
Wubject, If our armies are beſieging a place of impor- 
ance abroad, or our Houſe of Commons debating a 
Pill of conſequence at home, you can hardly fail of being 
eard with pleaſure, if you have nicely informed your- 
Welt of the ſtrength, ſituation, and hiſtory of the firſt, 
xr of the reaſons for and againſt the latter. It will 
ave the ſame effect if when any ſingle perſon begins to 
make a noiſe in the world, you can learn ſome of the 
imalleſt accidents in his life or converſation, which, 
though they are too fine for the obſervation of the vul- 
gar, give more ſatisfaction to men of ſenſe, (as they 
ue the beſt openings to a real character) than the reci- 
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itſelf or no#- 


 Ciſpleafed with the diſcourſe of another. 


the midſt 


3% THE MORAL MISCELLANY. | 
tal of his moſt glaring actions. I know but one iſ 
conſequence to be feared from this method, nameh d! 
that coming full charged into company, you ſhould w pe 
falve to unload whether an handſome opportunity oſſen nit 

* 


1 


Tuovch the aſking of queſtions may plead for iti 


the ſpecious names of modeſty, and a deſire of infor 
mation, it affords little pleaſure to the reſt of the con 
pany who are not troubled with the ſame doubts ; bei 
ndes which, he whoaſks a queſtion would do well to con. 1 
ider that he lies wholly at the mercy of another befor [ 
he receives an anſwer. * 

NorTrixe is more filly than the pleaſure ſome peoph # 
take in what they call “ ſpeaking their minds.” Al 
man of this make will ſay a rude thing for the mer 
Pleaſure of ſaying it, when an oppoſite behaviour, full 
as innocent, might have preſerved his friend, or mad 'S 
his fortune. | 

IT is not impoſſible for a man to form to himſelf a 
exquiſite a pleaſure in complying with the humour and 
ſentiments of others, as of bringing others over to hi 
own; ſince 'tis the certain gn of a ſuperior genids f 
that can take and become whatever dreſs it pleaſes. 

I sHALL only add, that beſides what I have here ſaid 
there is ſomething which can never be learnt but in the 
company of the polite. . The virtues of men are catch 
ing as well as their vices, and your own obſervation 
added to theſe, will ſoon diſcover what it ts that com 
mands attention in one man and makes you tired and 
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The Study of Aſtronomy recommended. 
| [Guard. No 169.] 


N fair weather, when my hezrt is cheered, and! 
feel that exaltation of ſpirits which reſults from Jight 
and warmth, joined with a beautiful proſpect of nature, BB 
I regard myſelf as one placed by the hand of God n BY. 
of an ample theatre, in which the fun, * 1 
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1 ſars, the fruits alſo, and vegetables of the earths 
re. petuall) changing their poſitions, or their aſpeRtss 
fen IInibit an elegant entertainment to the underſtandings 


well as to the eye. 


tien rauxp gx and lightning, rain and hail, the painted 
for w, and the glaring comets, are decorations of this 
om. ghty theatre. And the ſable hemiſphere ſtudded with 
be angies, the blue vault at noon, the glorious gildings 
ol. d rich colours in the horizon, I look on as ſo many 


ceſſive ſcenes. | 
Wren I conſider things in this light, methinks it is 


p ort of impiety to have no attention to the courſe of 

eure, and the revolutions of the heavenly bodies. 
en o be regardleſs of thoſe phænomena that are placed 
fal chin our view, on purpoſe to entertain our faculties, 


d diſplay the wiſdom and power of their Creator, is 
affront to providence of the ſame kind, (I hope it 
not impious to make ſuch a ſimile) as it would be to 
good poet, to fit out his play without minding the 
ot or beauties of it. 

Ax p yet how few are there who attend to the drama 
nature, its artificial ſtructure, and thoſe admirable 


id achines, whereby the paſſions of a philoſopher are 
the ratefully agitated, and his ſoul affected with the ſweet 
ch-notions of joy and furprize ? 

ogg How many fox-hunters, and rural ſquires are to be 


dund in Great Britain, who are 1gnorant that they have 
Il this while lived on a planet; that the ſun is ſeveral 
Wouſand times bigger than the earth; and that there 
We other worlds within our view greater and more glo- 
Wous than our own. Ay, but ſays ſome illicerate fel- 
w, I enjoy the world, and leave others to contemplate 
F. Yes, you eat and drink, and run about upon it, 
at is, you enjoy it as a brute ; but to enjoy it as a 
Witional being, is to know it, to be ſenſible of its great- 
els and beauty, to be delighted with its harmony, and 
y theſe reflections to obtain juſt ſentiments of the Als 
re, nighty mind that framed it. 8105 

[Tur man who, unembarraſſed with vulgar cares, 
Jeiſurely attends to the flux of things in heaven, and 
; ings on earth, and obſerves the laws by which they 
re governed, hath ſecured to himſelf an galy and con- 
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22 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. | 
venient ſeat, where he beholds with pleaſure all tl 
paſſes on the ſtage of nature, while thoſe about hi 4 
are, ſome faſt aſleep, and others ſtruggling for the hig 
places, or turning their eyes from the entertainne 
prepared by providence, to play at puſh-pin with 3 
another. Fon J 
Wiruix this ample circumference of the world, J 
glorious lights that are hung on high, the meteors i 
the middle region, the various livery of the earth, a 
the profuſion of good things that diſtinguiſh the ſeaſoulſ 
yield a proſpect which annihilates all human grandes 
But when we have ſeen frequent returns of the ſan 
things, when we have often viewed the heaven and f 
earth in all their various array, our attention flags a 
our admiration ceaſes. All the art and magnificence i 
nature could not make us pleaſed with the fame ents 
tainment, p eſented a hundred years ſueceſſively to 0 
view, - - | 
I am led into this way of thinking by a queſli 
ſtarted the other night, viz. Whether it were poſiibl 
that a man fhould be weary of a fortunate and health 
courſe of life? My opinion was, that the bare repetiti 
of the fame objects, abſtracted from all other income 
niencies, was fſaficient to create in our minds a diſtal 
of the wor d; and that the abhorrence old men have 
death, proceeds rather from a diſtruſt of what may fol 
low, than from the proſpect of loſing any preſent en 
jovments. For (as an antient author ſomewhere eff 
preſſes it when a man has feen the viciſhtudes of nigh 
and day, winter and ſummer, ſpring and autumn, tif 
returning faces of the ſeveral parts of nature, whatiff 
there further to detain his fancy here below ? 5 
Tax ſpectacle indeed is glorious, and may bear view 
ing ſeveral times. But in a very few ſcenes of revolvinM 
years, we feel a ſatiety of the ſame images; the min 
grows impatient to ſee the curtain drawn, and behalf 
new ſcenes diſcloſed ; and the imagination is in this lik 
filled with a confuſed idea of the next. : 
Darn, conſidered in this light, is no more tha x, 
paſſing from one entertainment to another. If the pe fr 
ſent objects are grown tireſome and diſtaſteful, it is uh 
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Laer to prepare our minds for a more exquiſite reliſh of 
ode which are freſh and new, If the good things we 
M2 hitherto enjoyed are tranſient, they will be ſuc- 
** eeded by thoſe which the inexhauſtible power of the 


Deity will ſupply to eternal ages. If the pleaſures of 
zur preſent ſtate are blended with pain and uneaſineſs, 
bur future will conſiſt of fincere unmixed delights, 
Bleſſed hope! the thought whereof turns the very im- 
xerfections of our nature into occaſions of comfort and 


oy. | 

5 U T what conſolation is left to the man who hath no 
Pope or proſpect of theſe things? View him in that part 
ff life when the natural decay of his faculties concurs 
ich the frequency of the ſame objects to make him 
eary of this world, when like a man who hangs upon 
WE precipice, his preſent ſituation is uneaſy, and the 
Wnoment that he quits his hold, he is ſure of ſinkiny into 
Vell or annihilation. 

Text is not any character ſo hateful as his who 
KSnvents racks and tortures for mankind, The free- 
KS hinkers make it their buſineſs to introduce doubts, per- 
EF !cxities and deſpair into the minds of men, and accord- 
og to the poet's rule, are moſt juſtly puniſhed by their 
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e off 
fol 
1 Fb. Voyage of Life. An Allegory. Ramb. No 102.1 
11008 | 
ud IP E, ſays Seneca, “ is a voyage, in the pro- 
at 1 greſs of which, we are perpetually changing 
“ our ſcenes ; we firſt, leave childhood behind us, then 
ES youth, then the years of ripened manhood, then 
(the better and more pleaſing part of old age.” 
he peruſal of this paſſage, having excited in me a 
train of reflections on the ſtate of man, the inceſſant 
F fiuctuation of his wiſhes, the gradual change of his 
diſpoſition to all external objects, and the thoughtleſ- 
neſs with which he floats along the ftream of time, I 
lunk into a ſlumber —_ Oy meditations, and, on 
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a ſudden, found my ears filled with the tumult off; 
labour, the ſhouts of alacrity, the ſhrieks of alamnſ 

the whiſtle of winds, and the daſlr of waters. ; 
Mr aſtoniſhment for a time repreſſed my curioſity, 
bat ſoon recovering myſelf ſo far as to enquire whitheſ 
we were going, and what was the cauſe of fuch da 
mour and confuſion, I was told that they were launch 
ing out into the ocean of [fe ; that we had already pili 
ſed the ſtreights of infancy, in which multitudes half 
periſhed, ſome by the weakneſs and fragility of then 
veſſels, and more by the folly, perverſeneſs, or neg 
pence, of thoſe who undertook to ſteer them; and tha 
we were now on the main ſea, abandoned to the wind 


Maes, 1 7 
en 


EI 


and billows, without any other means of ſecurity, tha 
the care of the pilot, whom it was always in ou 
power to chooſe among great numbers that offered thei 
direction and aſſiſtance. | 
I THEN looked round with anxious eagerneſs: and 
Erſt turning my eyes behind me, ſaw a ſtream flowing 
through flowery iſlands, which every one that ſailed x 
Jong ſeemed to behold with pleaſure; but no ſooner 
touched, than the current, which, though not noiſy o 
urbulent, was yet irreſiſtible, bore him away. he. 
yond theſe iſlands all was darkneſs, nor could any d 
the paſſengers deſcribe the ſhore at which he firſt em: 
barked. 
Bro me, and each other fide, was an expanſe df 
waters violently agitated, and covered with ſo thick 1 
mif, that the moſt perſpicacious eye could ſee but 1 
little way. It appeared to be full of rocks and whirl 
Pools, for many ſunk unexpectedly while they wer 
courting the gale with full ſails, and inſulting tho 
whom they had leſt behind. So numerous, indeed 
were the dangers, and ſo thick the darkneſs, that nM 
caution could confer ſecurity. Yet there were many, 
who by falſe intelligence, betrayed their followers ino 
Whirlpools, or by violence puſhed thoſe whom they 
found in their way againſt the rocks. $ 
TEE current was invariable and inſurmountable ; but 
though it was impoſſible to ſail againſt it, or to return: 
to the place that was once paſled, yet it was not ol 
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WW: lent as to allow no opportunities for dexterity or 
oorage, fince, though none could retreat back from 
anger, yet they might often avoid it by oblique di- 
ection. c 
lr was, however, not very common to ſteer with 
och care or prudence ; for, by ſome univerſal infatu- 
on, every man appeared to think himſelf ſafe, though 
e {aw his conſorts every moment ſinking round him 3 
Und no ſooner had the waves cloſed over them, than 


* 
, 


bu -hirlpool in which his friend was ſwallowed, or glide 
ou ver the rocks on which he was daſhed ; nor was it 
heit 5 ten obſerved that the fight of a wreck made any man 


Fhange his courſe ; if he turned aſide for a moment, 

Ne ſoon forgot the rudder, and left himſelf again to the 

oWiſpoſal of chance. 

Tais negligence did not proceed from indifference, 
ner from wearineſs of their preſent condition; for not 
a ne of thoſe, who thus ruſhed upon deſtruction, failed, 
Be. hen he was finking, to call lcudly upon his aſſociates 
y or that heſp which could not now be given him; and 
em; many ſpent their laſt moments in cautioning others 
Pgainſt the folly, by which they were intercepted in 
the midſt of their courſe. Their benevolence was ſome- 
imes praiſed, but their admonitions were unregarded. 
Tus veſſels, ia which we had embarked, being con- 
feſſedly unequal to the turbulence of the ſtream of life, 
er were viſibly impaired in the courſe of the voyage; ſo 
ole that every paſſenger was certain, that how long ſoever 
ed, he might, by favourable accidents, or by denn e. vi- 
no gilance, be preſerved, he muſt fink at laſt. 
ny, Tuis neceſſity of periſhing might have been expec- 
no ted to ſadden the gay, and intimidate the daring, at 
hey leaſt to keep the melancholy and timorous in perpetual 

torments, and hinder them from any enjoyment of the 
but 5 varieties and gratifications which nature offered them 
un as the ſolace of their labours ; yet in effect none ſeem- 
oed leſs to expect deſtruction than thoſe to whom it was 
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moſt dreadful ; they all had the art of concealing then 
danger from themſelves; and thoſe who knew ther 
inability to bear the fight of the terrors that embarryſM 
ſed their way, took care never to look forward, but fon 
ſome amuſement for the preſent moment, and general 
entertained themſelves by playing with Hoee, who vu 
the conſtant aſſociate of the voyage of life. | 

Ver all that Hor E ventured to promiſe, even iſ 


thoſe whom ſhe favoured moſt, was, not that they ſhoulzi t 
eſcape, but that they ſhould fink laſt ; and with tha {a 
promiſe every one was ſatisfied, though he laughed at tie . 
reſt for ſeeming to believe it. Hop, indeed, apparent 
ly mocked the credulity of her companions ; for in [ 
proportion as their veſſels grew leaky, ſhe redouble|” 
her aſſurances of ſafety; and none were more buy f 
in making proviſions for a long voyage, than they tt 
whom all but themſelves ſaw likely to periſh ſoon by 
Irreparbale decay. | | Ib 
Ix the midſt of the current of life was the galhb fi ſ 
INTEMPERANCE, a dreadful whirlpool, interſperſed wit © 
rocks, of which the pointed crags were concealed unde d 
water, and the tops covered with herbage, on which“ 
Ease ſpread couches of repoſe, and with ſhades where " 
PLEASURE warbled the fong of invitation. Within " 
ſight of theſe rocks all who ſailed on the ocean off I 
life muſt neceſſarily paſs. Rrason, indeed, was al. 
ways at hand to ſteer the paſſengers through a narrow t 
out-let by which they might eſcape ; but very fe I 
could, by her intreaties or remonſtrances, be induced " 
to put the rudder into her hand, without ſtipulating MR © 
that ſhe ſhould approach ſo near unto the rocks Hf 
PLEASURE, that they might ſolace themſelves with 2M b 
ſhort enjoyment of that delicious region, after which 
they always determined to perſue their courſe without | t 
any other deviation, | b 
RBEASON was too often prevailed upon fo far by theſe Me t 
promiſes, as to venture her charge within the eddy of 1 
the gulph of InTEMPERAaNCE, where, indeed, the ci 
cumvolution was weak, but yet interrupted the cout ; 


of the veſſel, and drew it, by inſenſible rotations, to- 
wards the centre. She then repented her temerity, 7 ; 
| wi 
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ich all her force endeavoured to retreat; but the 
clraught of the gulph was generally too ſtrong to be 
"WE overcome ; and the paſſenger, having danced in circles 

Vith a pleaſing and giddy velocity, was at laſt over- 
W whelmed and fol. Thoſe few whom Re ason was able 
Ito extricate, generally ſuffered ſo many ſhocks upon 
the points which ſhot out from the rocks of PLEASURE, 
chat they were unable to continue their courſe with the 
ame ſtrength and facility as before, but floated along 
timorouſſy and feebly, endangered by every breeze, 
„and ſhattered by every ruffle of the water, till they 

WT funk, by flow degrees, after long ſtruggles, and in- 
W numerable expedients, always repining at their own 


che gulph of INTEMPERANCE. 
Turk were artiſts who profeſſed to repair the 
T breaches and ſtop the leaks of the veſſels which had been 
S ſhattered on the rocks of PL EAsSUBE. Many appeared 
to have great confidence in their ſkill, and ſome, in- 
deed, were preferved by it from ſinking, who had re- 
© ceived only a ſingle blow; but I remarked that few 
8 veſſels laſted long which had been much repaired, nor 
was it found that the artiſts themſelves continued afloat 
longer than thoſe who had leaſt of their afſiſtance, 
Ia only advantage, which, in the voyage of life, 
the cautious had above the negligent, was, that they 
ſank later, and more ſuddenly ; for they paſſed for- 
ward till they had ſometimes ſeen all thoſe in whoſe 
company they had iſſued from the ſtreights of infancy, 
© periſh in the way, and at laſt were overſet by a croſs 
breeze, without the toil of reſiſtance, or the anguiſh 
of expectation. But ſuch as had often fallen againſt 
the rocks of PLEASURE, commonly ſubſided by ſenſi - 
ble degrees, contended long with the encroaching wa- 
ters, and harafled themſelves by labours that ſcarce 
Hope herſelf could flatter with ſucceſs. 
| As I was looking upon the various fate of the mul- 
& titude about me, I was ſuddenly alarmed with an ad- 
o- 7 monition from ſome unknown Power, Gaze not idly 
upon others when thou thyſelf art finking. Whence 
is this thoughtleſs tranquillity, when thou and they 
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88 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. | 
« are equally endangered?“ I looked, and ſeeing 


the gulph of InTEMPERANCE before me, ſtarted and 
aw | | | 


On the Defire of Gain. [Ramb. Ne 131 


HERE is ſcarcely any ſentiment in which, amidi BY. 
the innumerable varieties of inclination that na. iſ 
ture or accident have ſcattered in the world, we find 
greater numbers concurring than in the with for riches; 
a wiſh indeed ſo prevalent that it may be conſidered a» 
univerſal and tranſcendental, as the deſire in which all 
other deſires are included, and of which the various 
urpoſes which actuate mankind are only ſubordinate 
ecies and different modifications. ö 
WEALTH is indeed the general center of inclination, 
the point to which all minds preſerve an invariable 
tendency, and from which they afterwards diverge in 
numberleſs directions. Whatever is the remote or M 
ultimate deſign, the immediate care is to be rich; and 
in whatever enjoyment we intend finally to acquieſce, 
we ſeldom conſider it as attainable but by the means 
of money. Of wealth therefore all unanimouſly con- 
feſs the value, nor is there any diſagreement but about 
the uſe. | 

No defire can be formed which riches do not afif 
us to gratify. He that places his happineſs in ſplendid 
equipage or numerous dependents, in refined praiſe o 
popular acclamations, in the accumulation of curioſities M 
or the revels of luxury, in ſplendid edifices or wide 
Plantations, muſt ſtill either by birth or acquiſition 
poſſeſs riches, They may be conſidered as the etemen- 
tal principles of pleaſure, which may be combined 
with endleſs diverſity ; as the eſſential and neceflary . 
ſabſtance, of which only the form is left to be adjuſted 14 
by choice. 
Tux neceſſity of riches being thus apparent, it is | 
not wonderful that almoſt eyery mind has been employ | 


ed in endeavours to acquire chem; that multitudes 
bay 
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Joe vied with each other in arts by which life is fur- 
ing Wd with accommodations, and which.therefore man- 
and Ind may reaſonably be expected to reward. 

r had indeed been happy, if this predominant ap- 

W:i:c had operated only in concurrence with virtue, 

WW influencing none but thoſe who were zealous to de- 
8 ve what they were eager to poſſeſs, and had abilities 

improve their own fortunes by contributing to the 
I. e or happineſs of others. To have riches and to 
„ee merit would then have been the ſame, and ſucceſs 
" Wight reaſonably have been conſidered as a proof of 

| W&ccellence. i " 

ind Zur we do not find that any of the wiſhes of men 
©; Weep a ſtated proportion to their powers of attainment. 
ay any envy and deſire wealth, who can never procure 
al by honeſt induſtry or uſeful knowledge. They there- 
us pre turn their eyes about to examine what other me- 
ate Wh ods can be found of gaining that which none, Ro W- 
er impotent or worthleſs, will be content to want. 
A 11TTLE enquiry will diſcover that there are nearer 
ays to profit than through the intricacies of art, or 


in i the ſteeps of labour; that what wiſdom and virtue 
7 arcely receive at the cloſe of life, as the recompence 
nd long toil and repeated efforts, is brought within the 
ach of ſubtilty and diſhoneſty by more expeditious 
nnd compendious meaſures : that the wealth of cre- 
7 ulity is an open prey to falſehood; and that the poſ- 


ſhons of ignorance and imbecillity are eaſily ſtolen 
ay by the conveyances of ſecret artifice, or ſeized 
the gripe of unreſiſted violence. | 
Ir is likewiſe not hard to diſcover, that riches al- 
Ways procure protection for themſelves, that they 
lazzle the eyes of enquiry, divert the celerity of pur- 
it, or appeaſe the ferocity of vengeance. When any 
an is inconteſtably known to have large poſſeſſions, 
Fery few think it requiſite to enquire by what practices 
5 hey were obtained; the reſentment of mankind rages. 
enſy againſt the ſtruggles of feeble and timorous cor- 
uption, but when it has ſurmounted the firſt oppoſition, 
eis afterwards ſupported by favour, and animated by: 
pplauſe. | 
I Tur 
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Tu x proſpe& of gaining ſpeedily what is arden o1 
deſired, and the certainty of obtaining by every acceſinll. 
of advantage an addition of ſecurity, have ſo far pu Nur 
vailed upon the paſſions of mankind, that the peace nc 
life is deſtroyed by a general and inceſſant ſtruggle ſaf ob. 
riches. It is obſerved of gold, by an old epigtamm hir 
tit, that to hawe it is to be in fear, and to want it is t1 Wha) 
in forrow. There is no condition which is not dileit 
quie ed either with the care of gaining or of keep ale 
money; and the race of man may be divided in a vi 
licical eſtimate between thoſe who are practiſing frau wi 
and thoſe who are repelling it. | Wan 

Ir we conſider the preſent tate of the world, it vin; 
be found, that all confidence is loſt among mankinli 
that no man ventures to act where money can be en 
dangered, upon the faith of another. It is impoſſbe 
to ſee the long ſcrolls in which every contract is inclull 
ed, with all their appendages of ſeals and atteſtation 
without wondering at the depravity of thoſe being 
who muſt be reſtrained from violation of promiſe bh 
ſuch formal and public evidences, and precluded fron 
equivocation and ſubterfuge by ſuch punctilious minute 
neſs. Among all the ſatires to which folly and wicket 
neſs have given occaſion, none is equally ſevere with 
bond or a ſettlement. a 

Or the various arts by which riches may be obtain 
ed, the greater part are at the firſt view irreconcileablſ 
with the laws of virtue; ſome are openly flagitiouM 
and practiſed not only in neglect, but in defiance of fail 
and juſtice ; and the reſt are on every ſide ſo entanyM 
led with dubious tendencies, and ſo beſet with per 
petual temptations, that very few, even of thoſe wil 
are not yet abandoned, are able to preſerve their iu 
nocence, or can produce any other claim to pardo 
than that they have deviated from the right leſs tha 
others, and have ſooner and more diligently enderM 
voured to return. + 

One of the chief characteriſticks of the golden age 
of the age in which neither care nor danger had in 
truded on mankind, is the community of poſſeſſions: 
ſtrife and fraud were totally excluded, and every tu 
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zulent paſſion was tilled, by plenty and equality. 
Fach were indeed happy times, but ſuch times can re- 
urn no more. Community of poſſeſſion muſt always 
Wnclude ſpontaneity of production; for what is only to be 
obtained by labour, muſt be of right the property of 
im by whoſe labour it is gained, And while a right- 
ful claim to pleaſure or to affluence muſt be procured 
Feither by ſlow induſtry or uncertain hazard, there will 
always be multitudes whom cowardice or impatience 
Vill incite to more ſafe and more ſpeedy methods, who 
V ill ſtrive to pluck the fruit without cultivating the tree, 
and to ſhare the advantages of victory without partak- 
willing the danger of the battle. 
in [x later ages, the conviction of danger to which vir- 
tue is expoſed while the mind continues open to the 


3 


3 
* Q * * E 


Ms: 


ME influence of riches, has determined many to vows of 


un perpetual poverty; they have ſuppreſſed defire by cut- 
Sting off the poſlibility of gratification, and ſecured 
their peace by deſtroying the enemy whom they had 


W barring themſelves from evil, they have reſcinded many 
© opportunities of good; they have too often ſunk into 
inactivity and uſeleſſneſs; and though they have for- 
born to injure ſociety, have not fully paid their contri- 
butions to its happineſs. 

= Wait riches are ſo neceſſary to preſent convenience, 
and ſo much more eaſily obtained crimes than vir- 
tues, the mind can only be ſecured from yielding to 
the continual impulſe of covetouſneſs by the prepon- 
deration of unchangeable and eternal motives. Gold 
will generally turn the intellectual balance, when 
u weighed only againſt reputation; but will be light and 
ineffectual when the oppoſite ſcale is charged with juſ- 
tice, veracity, and piety. 
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1 HERE are many accompliſhments which, though 
I they are comparatively trivial, and may be ac- 


Ino hope of reducing to quiet ſubjection. But by de- 
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quired by ſmall abilities, are yet of great 1mportanelii 
in our common intercourſe with men. Of this kind ff 
that general courteſy, which is called Goop BREE Ding 
a name, by which, as an artificial excellence, it is x 
once characteriſed and recommended. 
Goon Breeding, as it is generally employed in th 
| hpeyionmgy of vanity, a paſſion almoſt univerſally pre. 
ominant, is more highly prized by the majority tha 
any other; and he who wants it, though he may be pre 
ferved from contempt by inconteſtible ſuperiority eithz 
of virtue or of parts, will yet be regarded with mals. 
volence, and avoided as an enemy with whom it is dar 
gerous to combat. | F 
In ſome inſtances, indeed, the enmity of others cab 
not be avoided without the participation of guilt ; bu 
then it is the enmity of thoſe, with whom neither vi 
tue nor wiſdom can deſire to aſſociate : and good breed 
ing may generally be practiſed upon more eaſy and mom 
honourable terms, than acquieſcence in the detraction d, 
malice or the adulation of ſervility, the obſcenity of a: 
letcher or the blaſphemy of an infidel. Diſagreeabltn 
truths may be ſuppreſſed; and when they can be ſup 
preſſed without guilt, they cannot innocently be uttered; 
the boaſt of vanity may be faffered without ſevere n. 
prehenſion, and the prattle of abſurdity may be head 
without expreſſions of contempt. © | 0 
Ir happens, indeed, ſomewhat unfortunately, tha 
the practice of good breeding, however neceſſary, uM 
obſtructed by the poſſeſſion of more valuable talents; 
and that great integrity, delicacy, ſenſibility, and ſpin, 
exalted genius, and extenſive learning, frequently rende: 
men ill- bred. — _ 
PETRARCH relates, that his admirable friend and 
cotemporary, Dante Aligheri, one of the moſt exalted 
and original geniuſes that ever appeared, being baniſhed 
his country, and having retired to the court of a prince , 
which was then the ſanctuary of the unfortunate, wa 
held at firſt in great eſteem ; but became daily leſs a0 
ceptable to his patron, by the ſeverity of his manner IM 
and the freedom of his ſpeech, There were at the ſame 
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irrt many playeis and buffoons, gameſters and de. 
achees, one of whom, diftinguiſhed for his impudence, 
NS» 21dry, and obſcenity, was great'y careſſed by the reſt; 
sich the prince ſuſpecting Dante not to be pleaſed 
Fim, ordered the man to be brought before him, and 

W:ving highly extolled him, turned to Dante and ſaid, 
Pr-S 1 wonder that this perſon, who is by ſome deemed a 
pool, and by others a madman, ſhould yet be ſo ge- 
nerally pleaſing, and ſo generally beloved; when you, 
who are celebrated for wildom, are yet heard withour 
pleaſure aad commended without friendſhip.” * You 
would ceaſe to wonder, replied Dante, if you con- 
ſidered, that a conformity of character is the ſource 
of friendſhip.” This ſarcaſm, which had all the 
Merce of truth, and all the keenneſs of wit, was intole- 


by able; and Dante was immediately diſgraced and ba- 
Wiſhed. a d 

zor Bur: by this anſwer, though the indignation which 

n of Produced it was founded in virtue, Dante probably gra- 

df 2 ed his own vanity, as much as he mortified that of 

able ters: it was the petulant reproach of reſentment and 

ups ride, which is always retorted with rage; and not the 


ng jonably more faults and failings in the characters which 


ion; the various turns of fortune that have lately hap- 
Pened at a game at whift, the hiſtory of a ball at Tan- 
ridge or Bath, a deſcription of lady Fanny's jewels and 
ady Kirry's vapours, the journals of a horſe- race or a 
Wock-match, and diſquiſitions on the game, act or the 
earcity of partridges, are ſubjects upon which men of 
Helicate taſte do not always chuſe to declaim, * on 
whic 
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which they cannot patiently hear. the declamation ff 
others. But they Rould remember, that their in 
tience is the impotence of reaſon and the prevalence 
vanity ; that if they fit filent and reſerved, wrap 
up in the contemplation of their own dignity, they wii 
in their turn be deſpiſed and hated by thoſe whom thei 
hate and deſpiſe ; and with better reaſon, for perveril# 
power oaght to be more odious than debility. To h 
with patience, and to anſwer with civility, ſeems if 
comprehend all the good breeding of converſation ; ai 
in proportion as this is eaſy, ſilence and inattention wifi 
without excuſe. | { 

H x, who does not practiſe good breeding, will wil 
find himſelf ee as the object of good breed 
by others. There is, however, a ſpecies of ruſtic 
which it is not leſs abſurd than injurious to treat yit 
contempt: this ſpecies of ill breeding is become alma 
proverbially the characteriſtic of a ſcholar ; nor ſhoulfſfl 
it be expected, that he who is deeply attentive to iſ 
abſtruſe ſcience, or who employs any of the th 
great faculties of the ſoul, the memory, the imaginl 
tion, or the judgment, in the cloſe perſuit of their {lf 
veral objects, ſhould have ſtudied punctilios of fon 
and ceremony, and be equally able to ſhine at a r 
and in the ſchools. That the bow of a chrono loge 
and the compliment of an aſtronomer, ſhould be 
proper or uncouth, cannot be thought ſtrange to thol 
who duly conſider the narrowneſs of our faculties, a 
the impoſſibility of attaining univerſal excellence. 

EqQualLyY excuſable, for the ſame reaſons, at 
that abſence of mind, and that forgetfulneſs of plac 
and perſon, to which ſcholars are ſo frequently ſubjet 
When Leas XIV. was one day Jamenting the deal 
of an old comedian whom he highly extolled, * Yes, 
replied Boileau, in the preſence of madam Maintem 
he performed tolerably well in the deſpicable piece 
« of Scarron, which are now deſervedly forgotten eri 
5 in the provinces.” ; 

As every condition of life, and every turn of mind 
has ſome peculiar temptation and propenſity to 4 1 
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not the man of uprightneſs and honeſty be moroſe 
jury in his practice of virtue; let not him, whoſe 
licacy and penetration diſcern with diſguſt thoſe im- 
rfections in others from which he himſelf is not 
ee, indulge perpetual peeviſhneſs and diſcontent; nor 
cht learning and knowledge be pleaded as an excuſe 
rem Ir not condeſcending to the common offices and duties 
WF civil life: for as no man ſhould be wWELL-BRED, 
ms the expence of his VIX uE; no man ſhould prac- 
e virtue, ſo as to deter others from ImiTa TION, 


F en 5 "BR /þ able of Felicity. Story of NED FRoTH, 
Advent. Ne 94.] 
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O U have ſomewhere diſcouraged the hope of 
idleneſs by ſhewing, that whoever compares the 
Number of thoſe who have poſſeſſed fortuitous advan- 
ges, and of thoſe who have been diſappointed in their 
W:pectations, will have little reaſon to regiſter himſelf 
the lucky catalogue. 

Bor as we have ſeen thouſands ſubſcribe to a raffle, 
f which one only could obtain the prize; ſo idleneſs 
ill ſtill preſume to hope, if the advantages, how- 
Wver improbable, are admitted to lie within the bounds 
df poſſibility, Let the drone, therefore, be told, that 
If by the error of fortune he obtains the ſtores of the 
ee, he cannot enjoy the felicity ; that the honey whick 
s not gathered by induſtry, will be eaten without reliſh, 
If it is not waſted in riot; and that all who become 
Poſſeſſed of the immediate object of their hope with- 
dot any efforts of their own, will be diſappointed of 
enjoyment. | 

No life can be happy, but that which is ſpent in the 
EFroſecution of ſome purpoſe to which our powers are 
equal, and which we, therefore, proſecute with ſucceſs: 
for this reaſon it is abſurd to dread buſineſs, upon pre- 
tence that it will leaye few intervals to pleaſure. — 
4 | neis 
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neſs is that by which induſtry perſues its purpoſe, wif * 
the purpoſe of induſtry is ſeldom diſappointed ; he“ 
endeavours to arrive at a certain point, which hey 
ceives himſelf perpetually to approach, enjoys all 
happineſs which nature has allotted to thoſe hours, 
are not ſpent in the immediate gratification of ay 
tites by which our own wants are indicated, or of af 
tions by which we are prompted to {apply the wa 
of others. The end propoſed by the buſy, is van 
as their temper, conſtitution, habits, and circumſtancy 
but in the labour itſelf is the enjoyment, whether i} 
perſued to ſupply the neceflaries or the convenience, 
life, whether to cultivate a farm or decorate a pala 
for when the palace is decorated, and the barn filly 
the pleaſure is at an end, till the object of deſire 
again placed at a diſtance, and our powers are aga 
employed to obtain it with apparent ſucceſs, Nor; 
the value of life leſs, than if our enjoyment did 
thus conſiſt in anticipation ; for by anticipation, the pl: 
ſure which would otherwiſe be contracted within 
hour, is diffuſed through a week; and if the die 
which exaggerates future evil, is confeſſed to be! 
increaſe of miſery, the hope which magnifies futu 
good cannot be denied to be an acceſſion of ha 
pineſs. | | 
Tus moſt numerous claſs of thoſe who preſume 
hope for miraculous advantages, is, that of game 
But by gameſters, I do not mean the gentlemen w 
Rake an eſtate, againſt the cunning of thoſe who hat 
none; for | leave the cure of lunatics to the profeſin 
of phyſic: I mean the diſſolute and indigent, who | 
the common phraſe put themſelves in fortune's wa 
and expect from her bounty that which they eagerly «i 
fire, and yet believe to be too dearly purchaſed 
diligence and induſtry ; tradeſmen who neglect tha 
buſineſs, to ſquander in faſhionable follies more tha 
it can produce; and ſwaggerers who rank themſelrt 
with gentlemen, merely becauſe they have no buſincht 

perſue. 
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ar gameſter of this claſs will appear to be equally 
tched, whether his hope be fulfilled or diſappointed ; 
object of it depends upon a contingency, over 
ich he has no influence; he perſues no purpoſe with 
dual and perceptible ſucceſs, and, therefore, cannot 
y the pleaſure which ariſes from the anticipation of 
accompliſhment ; his mind is perpetually on the 
; he is anxious in proportion to the eagerneſs of 
deſire, and his inability to effect it; to the pangs 


entary gain only embitters the loſs that follows. 
h is the life of him, who ſhuns buſineſs becauſe he 
d ſecure leiſure for enjoyment ; except it happens 
inſt the odds of a million to one, that a run of 
eſs puts him into the poſſeſſion of a ſum ſufficient 
abfiſt him in idleneſs the remainder of his life: and 
this caſe, the idleneſs which made him wretched 
ile he waited for the bounty of fortune, will neceſſarily 


gratification of his appetites he can fill but a ſmall por- 
of his time, and thattheſe appetites themfelves are wea- 
ed by every attempt to increaſe the enjoyment, which 
y were intended to ſupply ;- he will, therefore either 


irs to exalt into fel city, or he will imagine that the 
xd he wants is to be obtained by an increaſe of his 
th, by a larger houſe, a more ſplendid equipage. 
a more numerous retinue. If with this not'on he 


r be undeceived by a new ſeries of ſucceſs, or he will 
reduced to his original indigence by the loſs of that 
ich he knew not how to enjoy: if this happens, of 
ich there is the higheſt degree of probability, he 
Wl inſtantly become more wretched in proportion as 
was rich; though, while he was rich, he was not 
re happy in proportion as he had been poor. What. 
Er 1s won, is reduced by experiment to its intrinſic 
ue; whatever is loſt, is heightened by imagination 
more. Wealth is no ſooner diſſipated, than its inanity 
lorgotten, and it is EIT as the means of happi- 
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p him wretched after it is beſtowed; he will find that in 


ze away life in a kind of liſtleſs indolence which he de- 


again recourſe to the altar of fortune, he will nei- 
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bol public evil; yet there is one ſpecies to which all a 


and which were, therefore, the beſt of the kind. Ny 


next ſhuddering with the dread o loſing the felicit) L 


ten thouſand pounds, A man well dreſſed entered bj 
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neſs which it was not found to afford, The gameſy, 
therefore, of whatever claſs, plays againit maniſg 
odds; ſince that which he wins he diſcovers to be bai 
and that which he loſes he values as gold. Andi 
ſhould alſo be remarked, that in this eſtimate of H 
life, I have not ſuppofed him to looſe a ſingle (aki 
which he had not firſt won, 

Bur though gaming in general is wiſcly prohibit 
by the legiſlature, as productive not only of private bu 


ſometimes invited, which equally encourages the ho 
of idleneſs, and relaxes the vigour of induſtry. 

Nevp FrRoTH, who had been ſeveral years butler uM 
a family of diſtinction, having ſaved about four hun. 
died pounds, took a little houſe in the ſuburbs, aul 
laid in a ſtock of liquors for which he paid ready money, 


perceived his trade increaſe ; he perſued it with freh 
alacrity, he exu'ted in his ſucceſs, and the joy of hi 
heart ſparkled in his countenance : But it happened 
that Ned, in the midſt of his happineſs and proſperity, 
was prevailed upon to buy a lottery ticket. The mo. 
ment his hope was fixed upon an object which induſty 
could not obtain, he determined to be induſtrious 10 
longer: to draw drink for a dirty and boiſterous rabbl, 
was a ſlavery to which he now ſubmitted with reluctanc 
and he longed for the moment in which he ſhould be 
free: inſtead of telling his ftory, and cracking bu 
joke for the entertainment of his cuſtomers, he re 
C2ived them with indifference, was obſerved to be 
lilent and ſullen, and amuſed himſelf by going three 
or four times a day to ſearch the regiſter of fortune far 
the ſucceſs of his ticket. 

Is this diſpoſition Ned was fitting one morning it 
the corner of a bench by his fire fide, wholly abſtractel 
in the contemplation of his future fortune; indulging 
this moment the hope of a mere poſſibility, and ti 


which his fancy had combined with the poſſeſſion oi 


ty 
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Wy, and enquired for him of his gueſt, who many 
es called him aloud by his name, and curſt him for 
"WE. deafneſs and ſtupidity, before Ned ſtarted up as 
na dream, and aſsed with a fretful impatience 
at they wanted. An affected confidence of being 
ll received, and an air of forced jocularity in the 
ger, gave Ned (ome. offence ; but the next mo- 
Wnt he catched him in his arms in a tranſport of 
&, upon receiving his congratulation as proprietor of 
W fortunate ticket, which had that morning been 
on a prize of the firſt claſs. | 
r was not, however, long, before Ned diſcovered 
Wt ten thouſand pounds did not bring the felicity 
ich he expected; a diſcovery, which generally pro- 
ces the diſſipation of ſudden affluence by prodiga- 
. Ned drank, and wbored, and hired fidlers, and 


I ght fine cleaths ; he bred riots at Vauxhall, treated 
ki terers, and damned plays. But ſomething was ſtill 
netting ; and he reſolved to ſtrike a bold ſtroke, and 


zmpt to double the remainder of his prize at play, 
t he might live in a palace and keep an equipage: 
in the execution of this project, he loſt the whole 
duce of his lottery ticket, except five hundred pounds 
Bank notes, which when he would have ſtaked he 


ble, | 

* id not find. This fam was more than that which 

dee eſtablithed him in the trade he had left; and yet, 
e the power of returning to a ſtation that was once 


utmoſt of his ambition, and of renewing that per- 
which alone had made him happy, ſuch was the 
Nency of his regret, that in the deſpair of recover- 
the money which he knew had produced nothing 
riot, diſeaſe, and vexation, he threw himſelf from 
bridge into the Ihames. 5 


F 2 Fortituds 
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tion together. He produces an inſtance of this 


arms the tyrant and executioner, ard repreſents to «JM 


upon this fear, as there is no other principle of WM 
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Fortitude founded upon the fear of God, | 4 
| [Guardian, N* 11: 


OOKING over the late edition of Monſef 

IL Baileau's works, I was very much pleaſed with H 
article which he has added to his notes on the trau 
Jation of Longinuss He there tells us, that the ſubliniM 
in writing riſes either from the nobleneſs of ti 
thought, the magnificence of the words, or the hl 
monious and lively turn of the phraſe, and that tif 
perfect ſublime ariſes from all theſe three in conjure 

1 
Jublime in four verſes from the Athalia of Monte ; 
Racine, When Abrer, ore of the chief officers of H 
court, repreſents to cad the high-prieſt, that the qui 
was incenſed againſt him, the high-prieſt, not in i 
Leaſt terrified at the news, returns this anſwer. 


Celui qui met un frein a la fureur des flots, 
Scait auſſi des mechans arrèter les complots. 
Soumis avec reſpect a ſa volonte ſaipte. 
Jecrains Dieu, cher Abner, & n'ai pointd'autre crain 


% He who ruleth the raging of the ſea, knows i 
9 how to check the deſigns ot the ungodly. I ſubni 
« myſelf with reverence to his holy will. O 4% 
I fear my God, and I fear none but him.“ Such 
thought gives no leſs a ſublimity to human nat 
than it does to good writing, This religious fear, wit 
it is produced by juſt apprehenſions of a divine pow! 
naturally overlooks ali human greatneſs that ſtands 
competition with it, and extinguiſhes every other teri 
that can ſe'tle itſelf in the heart of man; it leſſens mW 
contracts the figure of the moſt exa'ted perſon : it all 


minds the moſt enraged and the molt powerful as "8 
together harmleſs and impotent. 4 
Tuxas is no true fortitude which is not found 
ſett 


AN 


= 
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led and fixed a nature. Courage that grows from 
W fiction very often forſakes a man when he has 
117] W--.on for i: ; and when it is only a kind of initinct 

dae ſoul, breaks out on all occ- ſions without judg- 
eat or diſcretion. 'I hat courage which proceeds from 


ry Wc ſenſe of our duty, and from the fear of offending, 
tall that made us, acts always in an uniform manner, 
blind acco:ding to the dictates of right reaſon, ; 

Whar can the man fear, who takes care in all his 
ku ions to pleaſe a Being that is omnipotent? A Being 
it bo is able to cruſh all his adverſaries? A Being that 
ian en divert any misfor une from befalling him, or turn 
ere ſuch misfortune to his advantage? The perſon who 
nien es with this conſtant and habitual regard to the gre t 
f berinteadant of the wor Id, is indeed ſure that no real evi? 
quen Wn come into his lot, Bleſſings may appear under the 
1 are of pains, loſſes, and diſappointments, but let 
Wim have patience, and he will ſee them in their pro- 
Per figures, Dangers may threaten him, but he may 
Wit ſatisfied that they wil! either not reach him, or that, 
W they do, they will be the inſtruments of good to him. 
W ſhort, he may look upon all croſſes and accidents, 
fferings and afflictions, as means which are made uſe 
f to bring him to happineſs. This is even the worſt 


F that man's condition whoſe mind is poſſeſſed with the- 


W 
" Mabitual fear of which 1 am now ſpeaking. But it 
Jnr cry often happens, that thoſe which appear evils in our 
uch en eyes, appear alſo as ſuch to him who has human 


Wature under his care, in which caſe they are certainly 
erted from the perſon who has made himſelf, by this 
Wrtae, an object of divine favour, Hiſtories are full 
instances of this nature, where men of virtue have 
ad extraordinary eſcapes out of ſuch dangers as have 
cloſed them, and which h ve ſeemed inevitable. 
ore is no example of this kind in pagan hiſtory” 
Fhich more pleaſes me than that which is recorded in 
e ite of Jim leon. This extra>rdinary man was fa- 
Pous for referring all his ſucceſſes to providence. 
4-7 1e/iu; Nepos acquaints us that he had in his houſe a 
ate Chapel in which he ufed to pay his devotions tor 
: F 3 the 
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the goddeſs who repreſented providence among the he 
thens. TI think no man was ever more diſlinguifhy 
by the Deity whom he blindly worſhipped, than f 
great perſon I am ſpeaking of in ſeveral occurrence, 
his life, but particularly in the following one which! 
mall relate out of Plutarch. 
Three perſons had entered into a conſpiracy to af 
| finate Tim leon as he was offering up his devotions in 
certain temple. In order to it they took their ſever 
ſtands in the moſt convenient places for their purpok 
As they were waiting for an opportunity to put the 
deſi gn in execution, a ſtranger having ee one ( 
the conſpirators? fell upon him and flew him. Up 
which the other two, thinking their plot had been di 
covered, threw themſelves at Timoleon's feet, and coi 
feſſed the whole matter. This ſtranger upon exam 
nation, was found to have underſtood nothing of ti 
Intended aſſaſſination, but having ſeveral years befor 
had a brother killed by the conſpirator, whom he ner 
Put to death, and having till now ſought in vain fv. 
an opportuni'y of revenge, he chanced to meet th 
murcerer in the temple, who had planted himſelf then 
for the above-mentioned purpoſe. Plutarch cannot for 
bear on this occaſion, ſpeaking with a kind of rapture 
on the ſchemes of providence, which, in this particulaſ 
had ſo contrived it, that the ſtranger ſhould, for (ſ 
reat a ſpace of time, be debarred the means of doi 
Juſtice to his brother, till, by the ſame blow that u. 
venged the death of one innocent man, he preſerve 
the life of another. | : N 
Fox my own part, I cannot wonder that a man d 
Timo/eon's religion ſhould have his intrepidity and fim. 
neſs of mind, or that he ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by ſuc 
a deliverance as I have here related. g 
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Alverſity uſeful to the Acquiſition of Knywledge, = 
[Rambler, No 150.] 


8 daily experience makes it evident that misfor- 
A tunes are unavoidably incident to human life, 
Wc calamity will neither be repelled by fortitude, nor 
W(caped by flight, neither awed by greatneſs, nor eluded 
y obſcurity 3 philoſophers have endeavoured to recon- 
le us to that condition which they cannot teach us to 
\end, by perſuading us that moſt of our evils are made 
flictive only by ignorance or perverſeneſs, and that na- 
re has annexed to every viciſſitude of external circum- 
ances, ſome advantage ſufficient to overbalance all its 
Wconveniencies. g 
Tais attempt may perhaps be juſtly ſuſpected of 
eſemblance to the practice of phyſicians, who when 
Dey cannot mitigate pain deſtroy ſenſibility, and en- 
eavour to conceal by opiates the inefficacy of their 
her medicines. The panegyriſts of calamity have 
Pore fequentiy gained applauſe to their wi, than 
Wcquieſcence to their arguments; nor has it appeared 
What the moſt muſical oratory or ſubtle ratiocination has 
Ween able long to overpower the anguiſh of oppreſſion, 
Ihe tediouſneſs of languor, or the longings of want. 
er it may be generally remarked that, where 
ach has been attempted, ſomething has been per- 
Wormed ; though the diſcoveries or acquiſitions of man 
Wre not always adequate to the expectations of his pride, 
Whey are at leaſt ſufficient to animate his induſtry. The 
Wniidotes with which philoſophy has medicated the cup 
f life, though they cannot give it ſalubrity and ſweet- 
ese, have at leaſt allayed its bitterneſs, and contew- 
Peſed its malignity; the balm which ſhe drops upon 
Ihe wounds of the mind, abates their pain though it 
Fannot heal them. | 
= Br ſuffering willingly what we cannot avoid, we 
ſecure ourſelves from vain and immoderate diſquiet ; 
e preſerve for better purpoſes that ſtrength which 
ould be unprofitably waſted in wild efforis of deſpe— 
ration, and maintain that circumſpection which may 
ml 4 enable 
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enable us to ſeize every ſupport, and improve ell 
_ alleviation. This calmneſs will be more eafily obtain 
as the attention is more powerfully withdrawo from 
contemplation of unmingled unabated evil, and dive 
to thole accidental benefits which prudence may co 
on every ſtate. 1 
SENECA has attempted not only to pacify us in nll 
fortune, but almoſt to allure us to it, by repreſenting it 
neceſſary to the pleaſures of the mind. He that wii 
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O quantum terre, guantum cognoſcere cœli 
PermyYjuum eft | pelagus quantes ape imus in uſus ! 
Har forſan grave res is gut: jed lata recurret . 
; ' : 1 Z N f 
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ale 0 Cum ratis, & caram cum jam mihi reddet Jolcon; 
0 e = puter heu noſtros tibi tune audire labores ! 


Aeaſtus was ſoon prevailed upon by his curioſity to 


* rt rocks and hardſhips at defiance, and commit his life 
no the winds ; and the ſame motives have in all ages had 
gui de fame effect upon thoſe whom the deſire of fame or 
„iſdom has diſtinguiſhed from the lowerordersof mankind: 
„Ir therefore it can be proved that diſtreſs is neceſ- 
u Jary to the attainment of-knowledge, and that a happy 


ro tuation hides from us ſo large a part of the field of 
p th Wneditation, the envy of many who repine at the fight 
\ ap? afluence and ſplendor will be much diminiſhed ;: 
Wor ſuch is the delight of mental ſuperiority, that none 
„n whom nature or ſtudy have conferred it, would pur-- 
lonchaſe the gifts of fortune by its loſs. B51 
mW Ir is certain, that however the rhetoric of, Seneca 
ha nay have adreſſed adverſity with extrinſic ornaments, 
is We has juſtly repreſented it as affording ſome opportu- 
nities of obſervation, which cannot be found in con- 
mul iaual ſucceſs ; he has truly aſſerted, that to eſcape miſ- 
| . drtune is to want inſtruction, and that to live at eaſe is 

polo live in ignorance. 
res e As no man can enjoy happineſs without thinkiag' 
em that he enjoys it, the experience of calamity is neceſſary 
wü eo a juſt ſenſe of better fortune; for the good of our” 
reſent ſtate is merely comparative, and the evil which 
very mans feels will be ſufficient to diſturb and har- 
ass him if he does not know how much he eſcapes, 
he luſtre of diamands is invigorated by the interpo- 
1s dition of darker bodies; the lights of a picture are 
ul eightened by the ſhades. The higheſt pleaſure which 
e oofPature has indulged to ſenſitive perception, is that of 
deu et after fatigue ; yet that ſtate which labour heightens- 
hach into delight is without it only eaſe, and is incapable- 

Wot ſatisfying the mind without the ſuperaddition of di- 

Vverſified amuſements. EEE 

= ProsPERITY, as is truly aſſerted by Senera, very 
much obſtructs the knowledge of ourſelves. No mam 
an form a juſt eſtimate of his own powers by un- 
active ſpeculation. That fortitude which has encoun— 
tered no dangers, that prudence which has ſurmounted 
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template himſelf with ſatisfaction, and to receive thi 7 
Ee of his own conſcience, he whoſe courage 
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no difficulties, that integrity which has been attack 
by no temptations, can at beſt be conſidered but as gu, 
not yet brought to the teſt, of which therefore the tru 
value cannot be afligned. He that traverſes the |; 
without an adverſary, may receive, ſays the philoſopher, 
the reward ef victory, but he has no pretenſions to th 
bonowr. If it be the higheſt happineſs of man to con, 


as made way amidft the turbulence of oppoſition, ad 
whoſe vigour has broken through the ſnares of diſtreſ {© 
has many advantages over theſe that have ſlept in te“ 
ſhades of indolence, and whoſe retroſpect of time eu 
entertain them with nothing but day riſing upon day, WF" 
and year gliding after year. | 

Equally neceſſary is ſome variety of fortune to 7 
a nearer inſpection of the manners, principles and Yi 
affections of mankind. Princes, when they wou 
know the opinions or grievances of their ſubjects, find 90 
it neceſſary to fleal away from the grandeur d 
guards and attendants, and mingle on equal tem Wy" 
among the people. To him who is known to have Wl © 
the power of doing good or harm; nothing is ſhown (Wi © 
in its natural form. The behaviour of all that ap-: 
proach him is regulated by his humour, their nat. . 
tives are adapted to his inclination, and their reaſon Wl © 
ings determined by his opinions, whatever can alarn iſ 0 
ſuſpicion, or excite reſentment is carefully ſuppreſſed, WM 
and nothing appears but anger of ſentiments and 1 
ardor of affection. It may be obſerved, that the un-W 
varied complaiſance which ladies have the right df 0 
exacting, keeps them generally unſkilled in human 18. BY - 
ture; proſperity will always enjoy the female prero-· iſ ; 
gatives, and therefore muſt be always in danger ; 
of female ignorance, Truth is ſcarcely to be head Bi 
but by thoſe from whom it can ſerve no intereſt toi 
conceal it, and the true motives of conduct will be f 
only ſhewn when the mind acts in its natural tate with- 
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out any impediment from hope or fear. ny 
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z The prohibition of Revenge juſtifiable by Reaſon 

tue | 
Wo [Rambler, Ne 185. 

her, 

ti 


KO vicious diſpoſitions of the mind more obftinate- 
: | ly reſiſt both the counſels of philoſophy, and the 
rips ichunctions of religion, than thoſe which are compli- 
* Wcated with an opinion of dignity ; and which we cannot 
5 Jiſmiſs without leaving in the hands of oppoſition 
Wome advantage iniquitouſly obtained, or ſuffering from 
Jour own prejudices ſome imputation of puſillani- 
Emity. 
1 For this reaſon ſcarcely any law of our redeemer is 
more openly tranſgreſſed, or more induftriouſly evaded, 
chan that by which he commands his followers to for- 
ol give injuries, and prohibits under the ſanction of eternal 
E miſery, the gratification of the deſire which every man 
of WE feels to return pain upon him that inflicts it. Many 
who could have conquered their anger, are unable to 


4 | combat againſt pride, and purſue offences to extremity 
of vengeance, leſt they ſhould be inſulted by the triumph 
. of an enemy. | 

* Bor certainly no precept could better become him, 
. dt whoſe birth peace was proclaimed to the earth, For 
m what could fo ſoon deſtroy all the order of ſociety, and 
%% Leform life with violence and ravage, as a permiſſion 
to every one to judge his own cauſe, and to apportion 
n. bis own recompence for imagined injuries. 

g Ir is difficult for a man of the ſtricteſt juſtice not 


to favour himſelf too much in the calmeſt moments of 
ſolitary meditation. Every one wiſhes for the diſtinc- 


.. ADs . 

tions for which thouſands are wiſhing at the ſame time, 
in their own opinion, with better claims. He that, 
ohen his reaſon operates in its full force, can thus, by 


the mere prevalence of ſelf-love, prefer himſelf to his 
fellow beings, is very unlikely to judge equitably when 
bis paſſions are agitated by a ſenſe of wrong, and his 
attention wholly engroſſed by pain, intereſt, or danger. 
Whoeves arrogates to himſelf the right of * 
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THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 10g 
5 f vexation muſt ſtill enkindle rage, and irritate re- 
in enge. | 
| _ man will make haſte to forgive, becauſe 
e knows the true valve of time, and will not ſuffer it 
tel paſs away in unneceſſary pain. He that willingly 
ers the corrofions of. inveterate hatred, and gives up 
in days and nights to the gloom of malice, and per- 
ui rbations of ſtratagem, cannot ſurely be ſaid to conſult 
in. s eaſe. Reſentment is a union of ſorrow with ma- 
nd Wonity, a combination of a paſſion which all endeavour ta 
ent void, with a paſſion which all concur to deteſt. The man 
Who retires to meditate miſchief, and to exaſperate his 
on Wn rage; whoſe thoughts are employed only on means. 
an f diftreſs and contrivances of ruin; whoſe mind never 
. auſes from the remembrance of his own ſufferings, 
if. Nut to indulge ſome hope of enjoying the calamities 
to f another, may juſtly be numbered among the-moſt 
iſerable of human beings, among thoſe who are guilty 
it ichout reward, who have neither the gladneſs of I ro- 
in Nperity, nor the calm of innocence. 
0 WE WHozver confiders the weakneſs both of himſelf 
cd others will not long want perſuaſives to forgive- 
J. eſs. We know not to what degree of malignity any 
a {jury is to be imputed ; or how much its guilt, if we 
2a ere to inſpect the mind of him that committed it, 
'e ould be extenuated by miſtake, precipitance, or neg- 
le {pence ; we cannot be certain how much more we feel 
1- an was intended to be inflited, or how much we 
e {creaſe the miſchief to ourſelves by voluntary aggra- 
„tons. We may charge to delign the effects of acci- 
It; we may think the blow violent only becauſe we 
e e made ourſelves delicate and tender; we are on 
Pery fide in danger of error and of guilt, which we 
Fe certain to avoid only by ſpeedy forgiveneſs. 
Fou this pacific and harmleſs temper, thus propi- 
Wous to others and ourſelves, to domeſtick tranquility: 
d to ſocial happineſs, no man is with held but by 
Wide, by the fear of being inſulted by his adverſary 
deſpiſed by the world. 1 
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Ir may be laid down as an unfailing and univelif 
axiom, that, all pride is abject and mean.” It i; 
ways an ignorant, lazy, or cowardly acquieſcence in 
falſe appearance of excellence, and proceeds not fig 
conſciouſneſs of our attainments, but inſenſibility of A 
wants. | 

Nori can be great which is not right. Nothin 
which reaſon condemns can be ſuitable to the digi 
of the human mind. To be driven by external m 
tives from the path which our own heart approves, uf 
give way to any thing but conviction, to ſuffer HN 
opinion of others to rule our choice, or overpower oulff 
reſolves, is to ſubmit tamely to the loweſt and mdf 
ignominious flaveiy, and To reſign the right of dire 
ing our own lives. 5 2 

THE utmoſt excellence at which humanity can arri 
is a conſtant and determinate purſuit of virtue, with 
out regard to preſent Cangers or advantage; a ch 
tinual reference of every action to the divine will; a 
habitual appeal to everlaſting juſtice ; and an unvarie 
elevation of the intellectual eye to the reward wid 
perſeverance only can obtain. But that pride wa 
many who preſume to boaſt of generous ſentiment 
allow to regulate their meaſures, has nothing noble 
in view than the approba:ion of men, of beings whok 
ſuperiority we are under no obligation to acknowledg, 
and who, when we have courted them with the utndiliMl 
aſſiduity, can confer no valuable or permanent rewarl;M 
of beings who 1gnorantly judge of what they do «i 
underſtand, or partially determine what they nei 
have examined; and whoſe ſentence is therefore of u 
weight till it nas received the ratification of our owlif 
conſcience. | $3 

He that can deſcend to bribe ſuffrages like theſe 4M 
the price of his innocence; he that can ſuffer the g 
light of ſuch acclamations to with-hold his attention 
from the commands of the univerſal ſovereign, has lit 
reaſon to congratulate himſelf upon the greatneſs d 
His mind; whenever he awakes to ſeriouſneſs and '* 


8e8ion, he muſt become deſpicable in his own et, ; 


1 
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1 brink with thame from the remembranee of his 


| wardice and folly. 


T0 him that hopes to be forgiven it is indiſpenſibly 
Juired, that he forgive, It is therefore ſuperfluous 


WS urge any other motive. On this great duty eternity 


ſuſpended, and to him that refuſes to practiſe it, the 


lone of mercy is inacceſſible, and the Saviour of the 


11d has been born in vain. 


L 000000000000000000:0 


The Pleaſures and Advantages of Induſtry. 
[Advent. Ne 111 4 


rk evils inſeparably annexed to the preſent 
| condition of man, are ſo numerous and afflic- 
Se, that it has been, from age to age, the taſk of ſome 
© bewail, and of others to ſolace them: and he there- 

re, will be in danger of ſeeming a common enemy, 


al no ſhall attempt to depreciate the few pleaſures and 


Wlicities which nature has allowed us, 

er I will confeſs, that I have ſometimes employed 
y thoughts in examining the pretenſions that are made 
happineſs, by the ſplendid and envied conditions of 
We; and have not thought the hour unprofitably ſpent, 


5 hen I have detected the impoſture of counterfeit ad- 
Wntages, and found diſquiet lurking under falſe ap- 


Warances of gaiety and greatneſs. | | 

Ir is aſſerted by a tragic poet, that © eſt miſer ne- 
mo niſi comparatus,” © no man is miſerable, but as 
he is compared with others happier than himſelf :” 
| is poſition is not ſtrictly and philoſophically true. 


Nie might have ſaid, with rigorous propriety, that no 


Pan is happy, but as he is compared with the miſer- 
Pe; for ſuch is the ſtate of this world, that we find 
| it abſolute miſery, but happineſs only comparative; 
e may incur as much pain as we can poſſibly endure, 
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_ eonſciouſneſs of owing all to himſelf ; whether he ma 
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though we can never obtain as much happineſs 
might poſſibly enjoy. L | | b 
Ver it is certain likewiſe, that many of our miſo 
are merely comparative: we are often made unhayy 
not by the preſence of any real evil, but by the x 
fence of ſome fictitious good; of ſomething which 
not required by any real want of nature, which tis ng 
in itſelf any power of gratification, and which nei 
reaſon nor faney would have prompted us to wiſh, d 
we not ſee it in the poſſeſſion of others. | 
Fon a mind diſeaſed with vain longings after um 
tainable advantages, no medicine can be preſcribe 
but an impartial enquiry into the real worth of thy 
which is fo ardently defired. It is well known, ho 
much the mind, as well as the eye, is deceived by di 
tance; and, perhaps, it will be found, that of mar 
imagined bleſſings it may be doubted, whether he th; 
wants or poſſeſſes them has more reaſon to be fatisfif 
with his lot. a 
Tu E dignity of high birth and long extraction, ul 
man, to whom nature has deined it, can confer up 
himſelf ; and, therefore, it deferves to be conſidet 
whether the want of that which can never be gail 
may not eaſily be endured. It i true, that if we col 
ſiqer the triumph and delight with which moſt of thok 
recount their anceſtors who have anceſtors to recoun; 
and the artifices by which ſome who have riſen ſl 
unexpected fortune endeavour to inſert themlſclwM 
into an honourable ſtem, we ſhall be inclined to fancy 
that wiſdom or virtue may be had by inheritance, oi 
that all the excellencies of a line of progenitors u 
accumulated on their deicendant. Reaſon, indeetM 
will ſoon inform us, that our eſtimation of birth is a 
trary and capricious, and that dead anceſtors can have M 
influence but upon imagination: let it then be e 
amined, whether one dream may not operate in Wo 
place of another; whether he that owes nothing "M 
fore-fathers, may not receive equal: pleaſure from tit 


not, with a little meditation, find it more honourable 
20 found than to continue a family, and to gain dig, 
| * 
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an tranſmit it; whether, if he receives no dignity from 
De virtues of his family, he does not likewiſe eſcape 

e danger of being diſgraced by their crimes ; and 


ilert hether he that brings a new name into the world, has 


Pot the convenience of playing the game of life without 
ſtake, an opportunity of winning much though he 
Jas nothing to loſe. 
THERE is another opinion concerning happineſs, 
Fhich approaches much more nearly to univerſality, 
hut which may, perhaps, with equal reaſon, be diſ- 
dured. The pretenſions to anceſtral honours many of 
Die ſons of earth eaſily ſee to be ill-grounded ; but all 
Worce to celebrate the advantage of hereditary inches, 
WE nd to conſider thoſe as the minions of fortune, who 

re wealthy from their cradles, whoſe eſtate is © res 
non parta labore ſed relicta,“ „the acquiſition of 
another, not of themſelves ;” and whom a father's 
Wnduſtry has diſpenſed from a laborious attention to arts 


«Mr commerce, and left at liberty to diſpoſe of life as 


Wancy ſhall direct them. - 
Ie every man were wiſe and virtuous, capable to diſ- 
Fer the beit uſe of time, and reſolute to practiſe it; it 
Wight be granted, I think, without beſitation, that total li- 
Werty would be a bleſſing; and that it would be deſirable 
be left at large to the exerciſe of religious and ſocial 
Wuties, without the interruption of importunate avocationss 
Bur ſince felicity is relative, and that which is the 
Wneans of happineſs to one man may be to another the 
cauſe of miſery, we are to conſider, what ſtate is beſt 
Wdapted to human nature in its preſent degeneracy and 
Wrailty, And, ſurely, to far the greater number it is 
Wghly expedient, that they ſhould by ſome ſettled 
Wcheme of duties be reſcued from the tyranny of ca- 
Price, that they ſhould be driven on by neceſſity through. - 
; e paths of liſe with their attention confined to a 
Fated taſk, that they may be leſs at leiſure to deviate 


Into miſchief at the call of folly. 
Wax we obſerve the lives of thoſe whom an ample 
£ Inheritance has let looſe to their own direction, what do 
Ne diſcover that can excite our euvy ? Their time ſeems 
| nos 
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not to paſs with much applauſe from others, or {x 
faction to themſelves : many ſquander their exuberyy 
of fortune in luxury and debauchery, and have . 
other uſe of money than to inflame their paſſions, x 
riot in a wider range of licentiouſneſs ; others, a 
criminal indeed, but, ſurely, not much to be prailg 
lie down to ſleep and riſe up to trifle, are emp 
every morning in finding expedients to rid themſcly 
of the day, chaſe pleature through all the places Mea 
public reſort, fly from London to Bath. and from Hus 
to London, without any other reaſon for changifia» 
place, but that they go in queſt of company as id | 
and as vagrant as themſelves, always endeavouring a 
raiſe ſome new defire that they may have ſomethingy 
2 to rekindle ſome hope which they know will T 
e diſappointed, changing one amuſement for ano e 
which a few months will make equally inſipid, or ma 
Ing into languor and diſeaſe for want of ſomething eie 
actuate their bodies or exhilarate their minds. tt 
WHroever has frequented thoſe places, where ide es 
aſſemble to eſcape from ſolitude, knows that this n 
generally the ſtate of the wealthy; and from this f! 
it is no great hardſhip to be debarred. No man can 
happy in total idleneſs : ne that ſhould be condeme e 
to lie torpid and motionleſs, © would fly for recreation, 
ſays Sourn, to the mines and the gallies ;” and er 
is well, when nature or fortune find employment fin 
thoſe, who would not have known how to procure iſo! 
for themſelves. 1 9 | 
HE, whoſe mind is engaged by the acquiſition a 
improvement of a fortune, not only eſcapes the init 
3 of indifference, and the tediouſneſs of inactirii i 
ut gains enjoyments wholly unknown to thoſe, wid 
live lazily on the toil of others; for life affords nM 
higher pleaſure, than that of ſurmounting difficult, 
paſſing from one ſtep of ſucceſs to another, formily 
new wiſhes and ſeeing them gratified. He that labowiſ 
in any great or laudable undertaking, has his fatigue 
firſt ſupported by hope, and afterwards rewarded H 


. 
I 


joy; he is always moving to a certain end, and 4 > 
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u bas attained it, an end more diſtant invites him to a 
erann W perſuit. | 
ve Ir does not, indeed, always happen, that diligence 
MW fortunate : the wiſeſt ſchemes are broken by unex- 
„ aed accidents ; the moſt conſtant preſeverance ſome- 
2c toils through life without a recompence ; but 
bour, though unſucceſsful, is more eligible than idle- 
Js: he that proſecutes a lawful purpoſe by lawful 
ans, acts always with the approbation of his own 
aſon ; he is animated through the courſe of his en- 
zvours by an expectation which, though not certain, 
knows to be juſt; and is at laſt comforted in his 
appointment, by the conſciouſneſs that he has not 
led by his own fault. 
Taar kind of life is moſt happy which afords us 
oſt opportunities of gaining our own eſteem ; and 
What can any man infer in his own favour from a con- 
tion to which, however proſperous, he contributed 
thing, and which the vileſt and weakeſt of the ſpecies 
ould have obtained by the ſame right, had he hap- 
ned to be the ſon of the ſame father, 
To ſtrive with difficulties, and to conquer them, is 
2 highelt human felicity ; the next, is to ſtrive, and 
Wlerve to conquer: but he whoſe life has paſſed with- 
It a conteſt, and who can boaſt neither ſucceſs nor 
rit, can ſurvey himſelf only as a uſeleſs filler of exi- 
Wnce; and if he is content with iis own character, 
Wult owe his ſatisfaction to inſenſibility. 
ITaus it appears that the ſatyriſt adviſed rightly, 
en he directed us to reſign ourſelves to the hands of 
WE AVEN, and to leave to ſuperior powers the deter- 
Wination of our lot: 


itte ipſis expendere Numinibus, quid 
WP "veniat nobis, rebuſſue fit utile noftris © 
er of illis homo quam fibi. 


Wetruſt thy fortune to the-pow'rs above: 

Weave them to manage for thee, and to grant 
bat their unerring wiſdom ſees thee want. 

© goodneſs as in greatneſs they excell. 


n! that we lov'd ourſelves but half ſo well. D vox. 
4 Wnar 
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War itite of life admits moſt happineſs is ung 
tain ; but that uncertainty ought to repreſs the pe 


lance of compariſon, and filence the murmurs of i 


content. | 


RYE RE RI AAR ENE REI REN 


Danger of Relapſe after Purpoſes of Amendment 
[Advent. No 19 


T was faid by RAL ETIORH, when ſome of his frie 
lamented his confinement under a ſentence of den 


which he knew not how ſoon he might ſuffer, u 


* the world itſelf was only a larger priſcn, out 
% which ſome were every day ſelected for execution, 
That there is a time when every man is ſtruck wit 
fenſe of this awſul truth, I do not doubt; and, pe 
haps, a haſty ſpeculatiſt would conclude, that its i 
fluence would be ſtronger in proportion as it mar 
frequently occurred : but upon every mind that 1 
become familiar with calamicy, calamity loſes i 
force; and miſery grows leſs only by its continuan 
becauſe thoſe who have long ſuffered loſe their ſen 


bility. 


Ir he, who lies down at night in the vigour ant 
bealth of five and twenty, ſhould riſe in the mornin 


with the infirmities of four-ſcore, it is not improbabl 


that he would fink under a ſenſe of his condition ; tt 
gret of enjoy ments which could never return, woll 
preclude all that remained; and the laſt mournful 4 
fects of decay would be haſtened and aggravated 9 
anticipation. But thoſe who have been enfeebled ) 
degrees, who have been ſhaken ten years by the pallej 
or crippled by the gout; frequently totter about up 
their crutches with an air of waggiſh jocularity, at 
always ready to entertain their company with a jt 


meet their acquaintance with a toothleſs grin, and at * | 


lift the glaſs to their lips. Even criminals, who kret 


the firſt to toaſt a young beauty when they can ſcam R a 


that ia the morning they were to die, have often fe 
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the night ; though very few of thoſe who have been 
WE. .mittcd for a capital offence, which they knew 
bold be eaſily proved, have ſlept the firſt night after 
ey were confined. Danger fo ſudden and ſo immi- 
Et, alarms, confounds and terrifies ; but after a time 
por ſupplies the want of fortitude ; and as the evil 
Woroaches, it is in effect leſs terrible, except in the 
oment when it arrives; and then, indeed, it is com- 
on to lament that inſenſibility, which before perhaps 
1s voluntarily increaſed by drunkenneſs or diſſipation, 
ſolitary intemperance or tumultuous company. 
TatRE is ſome reaſon to believe, that this power 
of the world to come, as it is expreſſed in the ſub- 
ity of Eaſtern metaphor, is generally felt at the 
me age. The dread of death has ſeldom been found 
intrude upon the chearfulneſs, ſimplicity and inno- 
nce of children ; they gaze at a funeral proceſſion 
ith as much vacant curioſity as at any other ſhew, 
Id ſee the world change before them without the leaft 
nſe of their own ſhare in the viciſſitude. In youth, 
hen all the appetites are ſtrong, and every gratification 
heightened by novelty, the mind reſiſts mournful im- 
efions with a kind of elaſtic power, by which tbe 
gnature that is forced upon it is immediately effaced : 
hen this tumult firſt ſubſides, while the attachment to 
fe is yet ſtrong, and the mind begins to look forward, 
d concert meaſures by which thoſe enjoyments may 
> ſecured which it is ſollici:ous to keep, or others 
tained to atone for the diſappointments that are paſt, 
jen death farts up like a ſpectre in all his terrors, the 
Jood ie chi'led at his appearance, he is perceived to 
proach with a conſtant and irreſiſtible pace, retreat is 
Wpoſlible, and reſiſtance is vain. 
Tu 2 terror and arguiſh which this image produces 
Whenever it firſt ruſhes upon the mind, are always com- 
Wicated with a ſenſe of guilt and remorſe ; and gene- 
Willy produce ſome haity and zealous purpoſes of 
Pore uniform virtue and more ardent devotion, of 
f mething that may ſecure us, not only from the worm 


at never dies and the fire that is not quenched, but 
1 from 
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from total mortality, and admit hope to the regin 
beyond the grave. WE 
THr1s purpoſe is ſeldom wholly relinquiſhed, thoyy 
it is not always executed with vigour and perſeverane 
the reflection which produced it often recurs, but AF 
{ill recurs with leſs force; deſire of immediate ple 
ſure becomes predominant ; appetite is no longer 
ſtrained; and either all attempts to ſecure future hayyj 
neſs are deferred to a more convenient ſeaſon,” 9 
ſome expedients are ſought to render ſenſuality ar 
virtue compatible, and to obtzin every object of hoy 
without leflening the treaſures of poſſeſſion. Thus ni 
naturally becomes the diſciple of infidelity ; and the 
wretch who dares not aſpire to the heroic virtue of 
CarnsTIAN, liſtens with eagerneſs to every objeQin 
againſt the authority of that law by which he is cor 
demned, and labours in vain to eſtabliſh another thit 
will acquit him: he forms many arguments to jufth 
natural defires ; he learns at length to impoſe ua 
himſelf, and aflents to principles which yet in his hear 
he does not believe; he thinks himſelf convinced, tha 
virtue muſt be happineſs, and then dreams that happi 
nels is virtue. | 
THEse frauds, though they would have been in. 
poſſible in the hour of conviction and terror, are yet 
practiſed with great eaſe when it is paſt, and contribu 
very much to prevent its return. It is, indeed, ſcarce 
poſſible, that it ſhould return with the ſame force, be. 
cauſe the power of novelty is neceſſarily exhauſted in 
the firſt onſet. Some, incidents, however, there are, 
which renew the terror; and they ſeldom fail to reney 
the purpoſe : upon the death of a friend, a parent, ot 
a wife, the comforts and the confidence of ſophiſty 
are at an end; the moment that ſuſpends the influence 
of temptation, reſtores the power of conſcience, and at 
once rectifes the underſtanding. He, who has been 
labouring to explain away thoſe duties which he had 
not fortitude to practiſe, then ſees the vanity of the 
attempt; he regrets the time that is paſt, and reſolves 
to improve that which remains: but if the firſt pur: 
poſe of reformation has been ineffectual, the ſecond i 
ſeldom 
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dom executed; as the ſenſe of danger by which it 
roduced is not ſo ſtrong, the mo-ive is leſs; and as 
power of appetite is increaſed by habitual graifi- 
don, the oppoſition is more; the new convidtion 

off; the duties are again neglected as unneceſſar 

con are found to be unpleaſant ; the lethargy of the 
| returns, and as the danger increaſes ſhe becomes 
; ſuſceptible of fear. | 

Tu us the dreadful condition of him, “ who looks 
hack after having put his hand to the plough,” may 
reſolved into natural cauſes; and it may be affirm- 
upon mere philoſophical principles, that there is a 
which is repeated no more, and an apoſtacy from 
ich it is extremely difficult to return. | 
sr thoſe who ſtill delay that which yet they be- 
e to be of eternal moment, remember, that their 
tives to effect it will ſtill grow weaker, and the dif- 
ty of the work perpetually increaſe ; to neglect it 
„ therefore, is a pledge that it wil be neglected 
erer: and if they are rouzed by this thought, let 
n inſtantly improve its influence; for even this 
ught when it returns, will return with leſs power, 
ihough it ſhould rouze them now will perhaps 
ze them no more But let them not confide in 
h virtue as can be practiſed without a ſtruggle, ' 
which interdicts the gratification of no paſſion but 
ice; nor adopt principles which could never be 

Weved at the only time when they could be uſeful ; 
arguments which men ſometimes form when they 
1 and the moment they awake diſcover to be 
urd, 

Ter thoſe who in the anguiſh of an awakened mind 
e regretted the paſt, and reſolved to redeem it in 
future, perſiſt invariably to do whatever they then 

Ped to have done, Let this be eſtabliſhed as a 

tant rule of action, and oppoſed to all the cavils of 

Wiſtry and ſenſe; for this wiſh will inevitably return 

n it muſt for ever be ineffectual, at that awful mo- 

Wit, when © the ſhadow of death ſhall be ſtretched 

Per them, and that night commence in which no 

an can work,” 

. | On 
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On the Antiquity of Fables, with the Fable of Pla 
ſure and Pain, [Spect. Ne 183 


4 


ful as any which have been made ſince that time. 
than's fable of the poor man and his lamb is likevit 
more antient than any that is extant, beſide the abo 
mentioned, and had ſo good an effect, as to com 
inſtruction to the ear of a king without offending i, 
and to bring the man after God's own heart to a rh 
ſenſe of his guilt and his duty. We find Aſop in the 
molt diftant ages of Greere; and if we look into th 
very beginnings of the commonwealth of Rome, we (e 
a mutiny among the common people appeaſed by x 
fable of the belly and the limbs, which was indeel 
very proper to gain the attention of an incenſed rabbit 
at a time when, perhaps, they would have torn g 
Pieces any man who had preached the ſame dodtin 
to them in an open and direct manner. As fables tock 
their birth in the very infancy of learning, they nei 
flouriſhed more than when learning was at its great 
height. To juſtify this aſſertion, I ſhall put my reade 
in mind of Herate, the greateſt wit and critic in th 
Auguſtan age; and of Boileau, the moſt correct pot 
among the moderns : not to mention La Fontaine, whi 
by this way of writing, is come more into vogue tha 
any other author of our times. | 
Tas fables I have here mentioned are raiſed alt 
gether upon brutes and vegetables, with ſome of ou 
own ſpecies mixt among them, when the moral hal 
ſo required. But beſides this kind of fable, theres 
another in which the actors are paſſions, virtues, vict 
and other imaginary perſons of the like nature. Som 
of the antient critics will have it, that the Jliad ad 
Oayfjey of Homer are fables of this nature; and thit 
the ſeveral names of gods and heroes are nothing elt 
| | but 
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t the affections of the mind in a viſible ſhape and 
aracter. Thus they tell us, that Achlles, in the firſt 
ad, repreſents anger, or the iraſcible-part of human 
ture; that upon drawing his ſword againſt his ſu- 
rior in a full aſſembly, Pallas is only another name for 
aſon, which checks and adviſes him upon that oc». 
jon; and at her firſt appearance touches him upon 

e head, that part of the man being looked upon as 

e feat of reaſon. And thus of the reft of the poem. 

for the Od. ey, I think it is plain that Horace con- 
ered it as one of theſe allegorical fables, by the moral 
hich he has given us of ſeveral parts of it. The 
reateſt /zalian wits have applied themſelves to the wri- 
ng of this latter kind of fables : as Spen/er's Falty- Queen 

one continued ſeries of them from the beginning to 
ge end of that admirable work. If we — into the 
neſt proſe authors of antiquity, ſuch as Cicero, Plato, 
bon, and many others, we ſhall find that this was 
kewiſe their favourite kind of fable. I ſhall only far- 
er obſerve upon it, that the fuſt of this ſort that 
ade any conſiderable figure in the world, was that of 
lercules meeting with Pleaſure and Virtue ; which was 
vented by Prod:cus, who lived before Socrates, and in 

e firſt dawnings of philoſophy. He uſed to travel 
trough Greece by the virtue of this fable, which pro- 
ured him a kind reception in all the market towns, 
here he never failed telling it as ſoon as he had ga- 
hered an audience about him, 

AFTER this ſhort preface, which I have made up of 
uch materials as my memory does at preſent ſuggeſt to 
he, before I preſent my reader with a fable of this 
ind, which I deſign as the entertainment of the pre- 


nt paper, I muſt, in a few words, open the occaſion of? 
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Is the account which Plato gives us of the conver- 
ation and behaviour of Socrates, the morning he was 
o die, he tells the following circumſtance. 

Wien Socrates his fetters were knocked off (as was 
ual to be done on the day that the condemned per- 
on was to be executed) being ſeated in the midſt of 
lis diſciples, and laying one of his legs over the other, 
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in a very unconcerned poſture, he began to rb j 
where it had been galled by the iron; and whether} 
was to ſhew the indifference with which he entertaind 
the thoughts of bis approaching death, or, after þ 
uſual manner, to take every occaſion of philoſophiziy 
upon ſome uſeful ſubject, he obſerved the pleaſurey 
that ſenſation which now aroſe in thoſe very parts 
his leg, that juſt before had been ſo much pained ) 
the fetter. Upon this he reflected on the nature g 
pleaſure and pain in general, and how conſtantly thy 
ſucceed one another. To this he added, that if a ma 
of a good genius for a fable were to repreſent th 
nature of pleaſure and pain in that way of writing, he 
would probably join them together after ſuch a man 
ner, that it would be impoſſible for the one to cont 
into any place without being followed by the other. 
IT is poſſible, that if Plato h:d thought it proper & 
ſuch a time to deſcribe Socrates launching out into iff 
diſcourſe which was not of a piece with the buſineſs 
the day, he would have enlarged upon this hint, and 
have drawn it out into ſome beautiful allegory or fable. 
But fince he has not done it, I ſhall attempt to wit 
one myſelf in the ſpirit of that divine author. | 
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THERE were two families which, from the beginning 

the world, were as oppoſite to each other as light au 
darkneſs. The one of them lived in heaven, the other u 
hell. The jourgeſi deſcendent of the firſt family was Plu- 
Jure, who was the daughter of Happineſs, who was it 
child of Virtue, who was the offspring of the gods. Thih 
as 1 ſald befme, þ d their habitation in heaven. I 
youngeſt of the opprfite family was Pain, who was the jn 
of” Miſery, who was the child of Vice, who was the of: 
Jpring of the furies. The habitation of this race of being 
Tas in hell. | | : 

7 HZ middle flation of nature between theſe taus offi 
fite extremes was. the earth, which was inhabited by crea: 
tures of a middle Rind, neither ſo virtuous as the one, m 
fo vicious as the other, but partaking of the good and bai 

 gualities of theſe two oppoſite families, Jupiter confidtr- 
ing that this ſpecies, commonly called man, was too virtuw 

| L 
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be miſerable, and two vicious to be happy; that he might 
e a diſlinction between the goed and the bad, ordered 
beo younge/t of the above mentioned families, Plea/ure, 
0 vas the daughter of Happinc/s, and Pain, who was 
ſon of Miſery, to meet one another upon this part of 
ure zvhich lay in the haif-way between them, having 


0 X miſed to ſettle it upon them both, provided they could a- 
] r upon the diviſion of it, ſo as to ſhare mankind between 
el 2283 | | 


PLEASURE ani Pain were no ſooner met in their 
w habitation, but they immediately agreed upon this point, 


it Pleaſure ſhould tale pofeſſion of the wiriuous, and 


1 2s 3 | 
„ of tbe vicious part of that ſpecies which avas given ug 
5 © . . * . 
nan term. But upon examining to which of them any indivi- 


| they met <with belonged, they found each of them had 
ght to him; for that, contrary to avhat ther had fee, 
their old places of reſidence, there was no perſan /o vi- 
us who hai not ſome good in him, or any perſon fo wir- 
u awho had not in hun ſome evil. The truth of it is, 
ey generally found upon ſearch, that in the miſt vicious 
n Pleaſure might lay a claim to ax hundredth ars, and 


two thirds, This tbey {atv would eccafion endleſs di/- 
es bet uren them, unleſs they could come to fame accom- 
dation. To this end there au a marriage prepaſed be- 
een them, and at length concluded: by this means it i- 
t ae find Pleaſure and Pain are ſuchi wnrftant yoke fel- 


il : 

an that they either made the'r wijts together, or ar- 
fr 2 under. I, Pain comes into a hearty ve is gu cł- 
th ed by Pleaſure; and if ie. fure enter, you may be 


Pain is nat far . 


for the tuo parties, it did nat feem-!0 cxj=ver the intex- 
nof Jupiter in ſending them among mankind. Jo re- 
ay therefore this inconvenience, it Was flipulated betwwerr 
n by article, «nd confirmed ty the conient of each fami-, 


ty ; upon the death of every frugle perſen, if be w 5 


ror 

34 d to have in him a certain proportion 9f evil; he jbruld. 
vr etched inte the infernal re toms by a port ſi om 
, ere fo davell avith miſery, vice, aud ide furies: 


* 


at in the moſt virtuous man pain might come in for at - 
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bUT ntxithſtanding this marriage was Very conven- 


4 notwithſtanding they here poſſeſſed the ſpecies indiſè- 
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Or on the cont-ary, if he had in hm a certain proj 
of good, be ſhould be diſpatched into h aven ty a juſy 
from Pltaſure, there to daveil with happine/s, wirtw, 
the gods. | 


Nhe cc l c be l 9 IS 
The Purſuit of Knowleage recommended to Youth, 
. | [Guard. Ne 11 


IAM very much concerned when I ſee young gent 
I men of fortune and quality ſo who ly ſet uy 
pleaſures and diverſions, that they neglect all thoſe 
provements in wifdom and knowledge which may mu 
them eaſy to themſelves and uſeful to the world. 
greateſt part of our Britiſh youth loſe their figure u 
grow out of faſhion by that time they are five a 
twenty. As ſoon as the natural gaiety and amiable 
of the young man wears off, they have nothing | 
to recommend them, but e by the reſt of their liz 
among the lumber and refuſe of the ſpecies. It fon 
times happens indeed, that for want of applying the 
felves in due time to the purſuits of knowledge, th 
take up a book in their declining years, and grow d 
hopeful ſcholars by that time they are threeſcore, | 
muſt therefore earneſtly preſs my readers, who ate 
the flower of their youth, to labour at thoſe accomplit 
ments which may Kt off their perſons when their blos 
is gone, and to lay in timely proviſions for manha 
and old age. In ſhort, I would adviſe the youth! 
fifteen to De drefling up every day the man of f 
or to conſider how to make himſelf venerable at tht 
ſcore. 
Younc men, who are naturally ambitious, woll 
do well to obſerve how the greateſt men of antiqui 
made it their ambition to excel all their contemporat 
in knowledge. Julius Cæſar and Alexander, the mil 
celebrated inſtances of human greatneſs, took a pat 
cular care to diſtinguiſh themſelves by their ſkill in i 
arts and ſciences, We have ſtill extant ſeveral remili 
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the former, which Juſtify the character given of 
m by the learned men of his own age. As for the 
ter, it is a known ſaying of his, that he was more 
liged 10 Ariſtotle who had inſtructed him, than io 
np who had given him life and empire. There is 
letter of his recorded by Plutarch and Aulus Gel- 
„ which he wrote to Atiſtotle upon hearing that 
> had publiſhed thoſe le Kures he had given him in 
vate. This letter was written in the following words 
a time when he was in the height of his Perſian 
dnquelts. | | | 


ALEXANDER to AR1STOTLE, greeting. 


OU have not done well to publiſh your books 
Y of ſelect knowledge; for what is there now in 
which I can ſurpaſs others, if thoſe things which 1 
have been inſtructed 1n are communicated to every bo- 
dy? For my own part [ declare to you, I would rather 
excel others in knowledge than power. Farewel.“ 


We ſee by this letter, that the love of conqueſt was 
ut the ſecond ambition in Alexander's ſoul. Know- 
doe is indeed that which, next to virtue, truly and 
ſſentially raiſes one man above another. It finiſhes one 
alf of the human ſoul, It makes being pleaſant to us, 
ills the mind with entertaining views, and adminiſters to 
ta perpetual ſeries of gratifications. It gives eaſe to 
olitude, and gracefulneſs to retirement. It fills a pub - 
ick ſtation with ſuitable abilities, and adds a luſtre to 
hoſe who are in poſſeſſion of them. | 

LEakNinG, by which I mean all uſeful knowledge, 
hether ſpeculative or practical, is in popular and mixt 
povernments the natural ſource of wealth and honour. 
It we look into moſt of the reigns from the conquelt, 
ve ſhall find that the favourites of each reign have 
deen thoſe who have raiſed themſelves. The greateſt 
men are generally the 2 of that particular age 
in which they flouriſh. ſuperior capacity for buſineſs, 
and a more extenſive knowledge, are the ſteps by 
which a new man often mounts to favour, and outſhines 
the reſt of his contemporaries. But when men are 

64 actually 
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„ pleaſed the Lord, that Solmon had aſked this thing 
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actually born to -itles, it is almoſt impoſſible that thy 
ſhould fail of receiving an additional greatneſs, if the 
take care to accompl ſh themſelves for it. 

TE ſtory of Solomon's choice does not only ix 
ſtruct us in that point of hiftory, but furniſhes on; 
very fine moral to us, namely, that he who applies 
heart to wiſdom, does at the ſame time take the ng 
proper method for gaining long life, riches and rey 
tation, which are very of:en not only the rewards, by 
the effects of wiſdom. 

As it is very ſuitable to my . preſent ſubjeR, I fl 
firſt of all quote this paſſage in the words of ſaci 
writ, and afterwards mention an allegory, in which ki 
whole paſſage is repreſented by a famous French poet 
not queſtioning but it will be very pleafing to ſuch q 
my readers as have a taſte of fine writing. 
Is Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon i | 
dream by night: and God faid, Aſk what I ful 
*« give thee. And Solomon ſaid, Thou haſt ſhewel 
« unto thy ſervant David my father great mercy, at 
« cording as he walked before thee in truth and i; 
*« righteouſneſs, and in uprightneſs of heart with the, 
and thou haſt kept for him this great kindneſs, tha 
«« thou haſt given him a ſon to fit on his throne, a8 
„is this day. And now, O Lord my God, thou hal 
made thy ſervant king inſtead of David my father: 
„and | am bet a little child: I know not how to go 
out or come in. Give therefore thy ſervant an u 
„ ceritanding heart to judge thy people, that I ma 
„ Giſcern between good and bad: for who is able t 
„judge this thy ſo great a people? And the ſpeed 


„% And God ſaid unto him, Becauſe thou haſt aket 
„this thing, and haſt not aſked for thyſelf long lit 
« neither haſt aſked riches for thyſelf, nor haft aſk 
« the life of thine enemies, but has aſked for thy) 
« underſtanding to diſcern judgment: Behold I hilt 
« done according to thy words: lo I have given ti 
« a wiſe and a heart, ſo that there w. 
« none like thee before thee, neither after thee hal 


« any ariſe like unto thee. And I have alſo te 
| 10 \ \ee 
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thee that which thou haſt not aſked, both riches and 
honour, ſo that there ſhall not h: any among 
the kings like unto thee all thy days. And 1 
thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my ſtatutes and 
my commandments, as thy father David did walk, 
then I will lengthen thy days. And Solomon awoke, 
and behold, it was a Dream.” —— Said 


Taz French poet has ſhadowed this ſtory in an alle- 
ory, of which he ſeems to have taken the hint from 
he fable of the three goddeſſes appearing to Paris, or 
ather from the viſion of Hercules, recorded by Xeno- 
hon, where Pleaſure and Virtue are repreſented as 


poet Neal perſons making their court to the hero with all 
ich o"cir ſeveral charms and allurements Health, Wealth, 

MS itory and Honour are introduced ſucceſſively in their 
in Wroper emblems and characters, each of them ſpread- 
(along ber temptations, and recommending herſelf to the 


joung monarch's choice. Wiſdom enters the laſt, and 
0 captivates bim with her appearance, that he gives 
imſelf up to her. Upon which ſhe informs him, char 
hole who appeared before her were nothing elſe 
but her equipage, and that ſince he had placed his 
deart upon wiſdom, Health, Wealth, Victory and Ho- 
tour ſhould always wait on her as her handmaids. 


troToteToToTeoTeTeTeTeoT9T953785878" 
e Importance of Punctuality. [Rambler No 201.] 
b | Tis obſerved in the writings of Boyle, that the ex- 
cellency of manufactures, and facility of labour, 
vould be much promoted, if the various expedients 
and contrivances which lie concealed in private hands, 
Were by reciprocal communications made ger erally 
known ; for there are few operations that are not per- 
formed by one or other with ſome peculiar advantages, 
which though ſingly of little importance, would by 
on anction and concurrence open new inlets to knowlege, 


and give new powers to diligence. 
G 4 THERE 


123 THE MORAL MISCELLANY, 


THERE are in like manner ſeveral moral excellent 
diſtributed among the various claſſes of mankind, whi 
he that converſes in the world ſhould endeavour to 
ſemble in himſelf. It was ſaid by the learned Caja 
that he never read more than one book, by yiig 
he was not inſtructed ; and he that ſhall enquire af 
virtue with ardour and attention, will ſeldom find] 
man by whoſe example or ſentiments he may not 
improved. 

Every profeſſion has ſome eſſential and approprig 
Virtue, without which there can be no hope of hongy 
or ſucceſs, and which as it is more or leſs cultivate 
confers within its ſphere of activity different degrees 
merit and reputation. As the aſtrologers range th 
ſuddiviſions of mankind under the planets whig 
they ſuppoſe to influence their lives, the moraliſt ny 
diſtribute them according to the virtues which they ns 
ceſſarily practiſe, and conſider them as diſtinguiſhed h 
prudence or fortitude, diligence or patience. 

So much are the modes of excellence ſettled by tin 
and place, that men may be heard boaſting in one ſire 
of that which they would anxiouſly conceal in anothe 
The grounds of ſcorn and eſteem, the topicks of priik 
and ſatire are varied according to the ſeveral virtues q 
vices which the courſe of our lives has 17 770 us i 
admire or abhor; but he who is ſolicitous for his om 
improvement, muſt not ſuffer his endeavours to 
limited by local reputation, but ſelect from every tribe 
of mortals their characteriſtical virtues, and conſtellat 
in himſelf the ſcattered graces which ſhine ſingle i 
other men. | | 4 

Tut chief praiſe to which a trader generally aſp 
is that of punctuality, or an exact and rigorous obſes 
vance of commercial promiſes and engagements ; 10 
is there any vice of which he ſo much dreads the in 
putation, as of negligence and inflability, This 151 
quality which the intereſt of mankind requires to be 
diffuſed through all the ranks of life, but which, how 
ever uſeful and valuable, many ſeem content to want; 
it is conſidered as a vulgar and jgnoble virtue, below 
the ambition of a: 3. or attention of wit, ſcarce} 

; requilit | 
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uifite among men of gaiety and ſpirit, and fold at 
; higheſt rate when it is ſacrificed to a frolick or a 
ſt 1 
ErER V man has daily occaſion to remark what vex- 
jons and inconveniences ariſe from this privilege of 
ceiving one another. The active and vivacious have 
long diſdained the reſtraints of truth, that promiſes 
d appointments have loſt their cogency,. and both 
rties neglect their ſtipulations, becauſe each concludes. 
at they will be broken by the other. N 
Nz611GENCE is firſt admitted in trivial affairs, and 
rengthened by petty indulgencies. He that is not yet 
xrdened by cuſtom ventures not on the violation of 
uportant engagements, but thinks himſelf bound by 
is word in caſes of property or danger, though he al- 
ws himſelf to forget at what time he is to meet ladies 
the park, or at what tavern his friends are expefting 
im. ö 

Tais laxity of honour would be more tolerable if it 
duld be reſtrained to the play-houſe, the ball - room, or 
e card · table; yet even there it is ſuffieiently trouble - 
dme, and darkens thoſe moments with expectation, 
pſpenſc, uncertainty, and reſentment, which are ſet 
ide for the ſofter pleaſure: of life, and from which 
e naturally hope for unmingled enjoyment, and to:al 
laxation. But he that ſufers the ſlighteſt breach in 
i mo-ality, can ſeldom tell what ſhall enter it, or 
077 wide it ſhall be made; when a pailage is opened, 
e influx of cor; uption is every moment wearing down 
ppoſition, and by flow degrees deluges the heart. 
ALIGER eneied the worid a youth of lively ima- 
nation, extenſive views, and untainted principles. His 
Wuroſity incited him to range from place to place, and 
all the varieties of converſation ; his elegance of 
dreſs and fertility of ideas, gained him friehds where- 
Fer he appeared; or at leaſt be found the general 
Cindneſs of reception always ſhown to a young man 
hole birth and fortune give him a claim to notice, and 
Vo has neither by vice or folly deſtroyed his privileges. 
Heer was pleaſed with this general ſmile of mankind, 
Dad being naturally * and flexible was induſt: ius 
5 | 5 to 
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to travel, and ſent his cheſts on ſhipboard, but delart 
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to preſerve it by compliance and officiouſneſs, but f 
not ſuffer his defire of pleaſing to vitiate his integjj 
It was his eſtabliſhed maxim, that a promiſe is ney 


to be broken; nor was it without long reluQance th 


he once ſuffered himſelf to be drawn away from a fe 
engagement by the importunity of another company 
He ſpent the evening, as is uſual in the rudiments( 
vice, with perturbation and im perfect enjoyment, | 
met his diſappointed friends in the morning, with eit 
fuſion and excuſes. His companions not accuſtomedy 
ſach ſcrupulous anxiety, laughed at his uneaſineſs, eq 
pounded the offence for a bottle, gave him couragey 
break his word again, and again levied the penal 
He ventured the ſame experiment upon another ſocie 
and found them equally ready to conſider it as 2 
nial fault, alway incident to a man of quickneſs al 
guiety ; till by degrees, he began to think himſelfy 
iberty to follow the laſt invitation, and was no lon 
ſhocked at the turpitude of falſhood. He made no d 
ficulty to promiſe his preſence at diſtant places, and 
Tiſtleflneſs happened to creep upon him, would fit 
home with great tranquility, and has often, while 
ſunk to ſleep in a chair, held ten tables in contiodl 
expectations of his entrance. | 
HF found it ſo pleaſant to live in perpetual vacang, 
that he ſoon diſmiſſed his attention as an uſeleſs inen 
brance, and refigoed himſelf to careleſſneſs and diſſt 


tion, without any regard to the future or the paſt, 


any other motive of action than the impulſe of a {v6 
den defire, or the attraction of immediate pleaut 
The abſent wee immediately forgotten, and the ho 


or fears of others, had no influence upon his conduk 
He was in ſpeculation compleatly juſt, but never kj 
his promiſe to a creditor ; be was benevolent, but # 


ways deceived thoſe friends whom he undertook top 


tronize or aſſiſt ; he was prudent, but ſuffered his auf | 
to be embarraſſed for want of ſettling his accounts! 


ſtated umes. He courted a young lady, and when ll ; 
ſettlements were drawn, took a ramble into the cowl 
try on the day appointed to ſign them. He reſoin 


* 
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\ follow them till he loſt his paſſage. He was ſum- 
noned as an evidence in a cauſe of great importance, 
nd loitered in the way till the trial was paſt. It is ſaid, 
bat when he had with great expence formed an in- 
reſt in a borough, his opponent contrived by ſome 
rents, who knew his temper, to lure hm away on the 
lay of election. 
His benevolence draws him into the commiſſion of 
thouſand crimes, which others leſs kind or civil, 
ould eſcape. His courteſy invites application, his 
romiſes produce dependence; he has his pockets filled 
ich petitions, which he intends ſome time to deliver 
and enforce, and his table covered with letters of re- 
gueſt, with which he purpoſes to comply; but time 
ips imperceptibly away, while he is either idle or buſy ; 
is friends Joſe their opportunities, and charge upon 
im their miſcarriages and calamities. EY 
Tais character however contemptible, is not pecu 
liar to Ager. They whoſe activity of imagination is 
oſten ſhifting the ſcenes of expedation, are frequently 
ſubject to fich {allies of caprice as make all their 
actions fortuitous, deſtroy the value of their friendſhip, 
obſtruct the efficacy of their vir:ues, and ſet them be- 
Jow the meaneſt of thoſe that perſtit in their re ſolu- 
tions, execute what they deſign, and perform what they 
have promiſed. 
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The great Benefit of bodily Exerciſe. _ 
Spectator, No 115, 
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ODILY labour is of two kinds, either that 
which a man fubmits to for his livelihood, or that 
which he undergoes for his pleaſure. The la: ter of 
them generally changes the name of labour for that of 
exerciſe, but differs only from ordinary labour as it riſes 
from another motive. ; 


A counTrRy life abounds in both thefe kinds of la- 


bour, and for that reaſon gives a man a preater ſtock 
of 


— 
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of health, and conſequently a more perfect enjoyng 
of himſelf, than any other way of life. I conſider i 
body as a ſyſtem of tubes and glands, or to uſe-a mw 
ruſtic phraſe, a bundle of pipes and ftrainers, fitted; 
one another after ſo wonderſul a manner as to make, 
proper engine for the ſoul to work with. This di 
cription does not only comprehend the bowels, bog 
- tendons, veins, nerves, and arteries, but every muſd 
and every ligature, which is a compoſition of fb 
that are ſo many imperceptible tubes or pipes int 
woven on all fides with inviſible glands or ſtrainer, 

Tis general idea of a human body, without ca 
ſidering it in its niceties of anatomy, let us ſee hy 
abſolutely neceſſary labour is for the right preſervatg 
of it. There muſt be frequent motions and agitating 
to mix, digeſt, and ſeparate the juices contained ini 
as well as to clear and cleanſe that infinitude of pin 
and ſtrainers of which it is compoſed, and to give they 
ſolid parts a more firm and lating tone. Labour g 
exerciſe ferments the humours, caſts them into their pr, 
per channels, throws off redundancies, and helps nz 
ture in thoſe ſecret diſtributions, without which tie 
body cannot ſubkit in its vigour, nor the ſoul act wil 
chearfulneſs. 

I MmicaT here mention the effects which this ha 
upon all the faculties of the mind, by keeping the us 
derſtanding clear, the imagination untroubled, an 
refining thoſe ſpirits that are necefiary for the prope 
exertion of our intellectual faculiies, during the preſet 
laws of union between ſoul and body. It is to a neg 
lect in this particular that we mult aſcribe the fplecy 
which is ſo frequent in men of ſtudious and ſedentary 
tempers, as well as the vapours to which thoſe of tit 
other ſex are ſo often ſubject. 

Hap not exerciſe been abſolutely neceſſary for out 
well-being, nature would not have made the body 
proper for it, by giving ſuch an activity to the limb 
and ſuch a pliancy to every part, as neceſtarily pte 
duce thoſe compreflions, extenſions, contortions, dil 
tations, and all other kinds of motions chat are necellar 


jor the. preſervation of ſuch a ſyſtem of * „ 
. gland 
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oyng ads as has been before mentioned. And that we 
der igt not want inducements to engage us in ſuch an 
a 0 erciſe of the body as is proper for its welfare, it is 
[ted i ordered, that nothing valuable can be procured 
nabe out it. Not to mention riches and honovr, even 
is ac and raiment are not to be come at without the 
bog i of the hands and ſweat of the brows. Provi- 
mu: Jence furniſhes materials, but expects that we ſhould 
hbryMork them up ourſelves. The earth muſt be laboured 


nt eſore it gives its increaſe, and when it is forced into 
; ſeveral products, how many hands mult they 'paſs 
hrough before they are fit for uſe ? Manuſactures, trade, 
nd agriculture, naturally employ more than nineteen 
arts of the ſpecies in twenty; and as for thoſe who 


tian re not obliged to labour, by the condition in which 
nüt ey ace born, they are more miſerable than the reſt 
p mankind, unleſs they indulge themſelves in that vo- 
the untary labour which goes by the name of exerciſe. 

ur oi My friend Sir Roger has been an indefatigable man 
pron buſineſs of this kind, and has hung ſeveral parts 
f his houſe with the trophies of his former labours. 
1 887 he walls of his great hall are covered with the horrs 
nüß e ſeveral kinds of deer that he has killed in the chace, 


hich he thinks the moſt valuable furniture of his 
oule, as they afford him frequent topics of diſcourſe, 
and ſhew that he has not been idle. At the lower end 
ff the hall, is a large otter's ſkin ſtuffed with hay, 
hich his mother ordered to be hung up in that man- 
her, and the knight looks upon with. great ſatisfaction, 
becauſe it ſeems he was but nine years old when his 
log killed him. A little room adjoining to the hall is 
a kind of arſenal filled with guns of ſeveral ſizes and 
Inventions, with which the knight has made great ha- 
vock in the woods, and deftroyed many theuſands of 
pheaſants, partridges, and woodcocks, His ſtable- 
doors are patched with noſes that belonged to foxes of 
the knight's own hunting down, Sir Reger ſhewed 
me one of them that, for diſtinction ſake, has a braſs 
nail ſtruck through it, which coſt him about fifteen 
hours riding, carried bim through half a dozen coun- 
| ies, killed him a brace of geldings, and loſt above 
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half his dogs. This the knight looks upon as one 
the greateſt exploits of his life. The perverſe widgg 
whom I have given ſome account of, was the death q 
ſeveral foxes; for Sir Roger has told me, that in 9 
courſe of his amours he patched the weſtern door & 
his ſtable. Whenever the widow was cruel, the ſox 
were ſure to pay for it. In proportion as his paſic 
for the widow abated, and o}d age came on, he | 
off fox-hunting ; but a hare is not yet ſafe that jj 
within tea, miles of his houſe. 

Tux is no kind of exerciſe which I would ſo y 
commend to my readers of both ſexes as this of ridin 
as there is none which ſo much conduces to health, a 

is every way accommodated to the body, accordig 
to the idea which I have given of it. Doctor 9% 
Bam is very laviſh in its praiſes ; and if the Erglifra 
der will ſee the mechanical effects of it deſcribed n 
length, he may find them in a book publiſhed ng 
many years ſince, under the title of Melicina Gyn 
flica. For my own part, when I am in town, for wat 


of theſe opportunities, I exerciſe myſelf an hour e b 
morning upon a &1mb bell that is placed in a corner . 
my room, and pleaſes me the more becauſe it doe +; 
every thing | require in the moſt profound filence. H 
landlady and her daughters are ſo well acquainted wit; 


my hours of exerciſe, that they never come ird nl +: 
room to diſturb me whilft I am ringing. W 

Wu I was ſome years younger than I am at pin 
ſent, I uſed to employ myſelf in a more laborious d- u 
verfion, which I learned from a Latin treatiſe of ex-Wi x; 
erciſes, that is written with great erudition : & is the þ 
called the oxiouaxia, or the fighting with a mani U 
own ſhidow, and conſiſts in the brandiſhing of to 
ſhort ſticks graſped in each hand, and loaded wil tt 
plugs of lead at either end. This opens the che, f 
exerciſes the limbs, and gives a man all the pleaſure oi t 
boxing, without the blows. I could wiſh that ſever { 
learned men would lay out that time which they em n 
' ploy in controverſies and diſputes about nothing, ill x 
this method of fighting with their own ſhadows. tl © 
might conduce very much to evaporate the * t 
_ | | WIC 
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lich makes them uneaſy to the public as well as to 


hemſelves. | 
To conclude, As I am a compound of ſoul and body, 


Ine 0 
dog 
ith li 


! 8 confider myſelf as obliged to a double ſcheme of 
Yr lies; and think I have not fulfilled the buſineſs of 
fore he day when I do not thus employ the one in labour 
I und exerciſe, as well as the other in ſtudy and con- 
> | 
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; 1 Temperance the beſt Preſervative of Health. | 

rding [SpeCtator, Ne 195.} 

7 a. i 

1 HERE is a ſtory in the Arabian Nights Tales, "Fl 
d 2 of a king who had long languiſhed under an ill | 
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habit of body, and had taken abundance of remedies 
to no purpoſe. At length, ſays the fable, a phyfician 
cored him by the following method : he took an hollow 
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ey ball of wood, and filled it with ſeveral drugs; after 4 
er a which he cloſed it up ſo art:ficially that nothing appear- ; 
don ed, He likeways took a mall, and aſter having hol- . 
MY lowed the handle, and that part which ſtrikes the ball, ; 


he incloſed in them ſeveral drugs after the ſame manner 
as in the ball itſelf. He then ordered the ſultan, who 
was his patient, to exerciſe himſelf early in the morn- 
ing with theſe rightly prepared inſtruments, till ſuch 
time as he ſhould ſweat: when, as the ſtory goes, the 
virtue of the medicaments perſpiring through the wood, 
had ſo good an influence on the ſultan's conſtitution, 
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nig that they cured him of an indiſpoſition which all the 
* compoſitions he had taken inwardly had not been able 
fi 


to remove. This eaſtern allegory is finely contrived to 
ſhew us how beneficial bodily labour is to health, and 
that exerciſe is the moſt effectual phyſic. I have de- 
ſeribed in my hundred and fifteenth paper, from the ge- 
feral ſtructure and mechaniſm of an hum an body, how 
abſolutely neceſſary exerciſe is for its preſervation : I 
ſhall in this place recommend another great preſerva- 
tive of health, which in many caſes produces the ſame 
effects 
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effecis as exerciſe, and may, in ſome meaſure, ſyy 
its place, where opportunities of exerciſe are wanty 
The preſervative I am ſpeaking of is temperance, wig 
has thoſe particular advantages above all other mea 
of health, that it may be practiſed by all ranks xx 
conditions, at any ſeaſon or in any place. It is a ki 
of regimen into which every man may put himfyf 
without interruption to buſineſs, expence of mong 
or loſs of time. If exerciſe throws off all ſuperfluits 
temperance prevents them; if exerciſe clears the veſſch 
temperance neither ſatiates nor overſtrains them; 
exerciſe raiſes proper ferments in the hamours, and pd 
motes the circulation of the blood, temperance girg 
Nature her full play, and enables her to exert herſelf 5 
all her force and vigour ; if exerciſe diſſipates a growing 
diſtemper, temperance ſtarves i:. 

Pays1c, for the moſt part, is nothing elſe but th 
ſubſt tute of exerciſe or temper:nce. Medicines we 
indeed abſolutely neceſſary in acute diſtempers, tha 
cannot wait the flow operations of theſe two great in, 
ſtruments of health; but did men live in an habit! 
courſe of exerciſe and iemperance, there would be bu 
little occaſion for them. Accordingly we find that 
thoſe parts of the world are the moſt healthy, where 
they ſubſiſt by the chace; and that men lived longel 
when their lives were employed in hunting, and when 
they had little food beſides what they caught. Bliſter 
ing, cupping, bleeding, are ſeldom of uſe but to the 
idle and intemperate; as all thoſe inward applicaticn 
wh ch are ſo much in practice among us, are, for the 
moſt part, nothing elſe but expe dients to make luxury 
conſiſtent with health. The apothecary is perpetually 
employed in countermining the cook and the vintner, 
It is faid of Diogenes, that meeting a young man who 
was going to a feaſt, he took him up in the ſt eet, and 
earricd him home to his friends, as one who was ron 
ning into imminent danger, had he not prevented hin, 
What would that philoſopher have faid, had he been 
preſent at the gluttony of a modern meal ? would not 
he have thought the mafter of a family mad, and have” 
| ed his ſervants to tie down his hands, had he ſeen 

him devour fowl, fiſh, and fleſh ; ſwallow oil and vine- 
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u, wines, and ſpices ; throw down ſalads of twenty 
rent herbs, ſauces of an hundred ingredients, con- 
dions and fruits of numberle(s ſweete and flavours ? 
hat unnatural motions and counter-ferments muſt ſuch 
medley of intemperance produce in the body? For 
V part, when 1 behold a faſhionable table ſet out 
all its magnificence, I fancy that I fee gouts and 
opſies, feve.s and lethargies, with other innumerable 
itempers, lying in ambuſcade among the diſhes, . | 

NarTuRE delights in the, moſt plain and fople 
jet. Every animal, but man, keeps to. one . dith. 
erbs are the food of this ſpecies, fiſh of that, and fleſh 
fa third. Man falls upon every thing that comes in his 
ay ; not the ſmalleſt fruit or excreſcence of the earth, 
arce a berry, or a muſhroom, can eſcape him, | 

Ir is impoſſible to lay down any determinate rule for 
mperance, becauſe what is luxury in one may be 
mperance in another; but there are few that have 
ved any time in the world, who are not judges of 
eir own conſtitutions, ſo far as to know what kinds 
nd what proportions of food do beſt agree with them. 


bu cre I to conſider my readers as my patients, and to 
+ÞþÞ.Wreſcribe ſuch a kind of | temperance as is accommodat- 
ben to all perſons, and ſuch as is particularly ſuitable to 
gel ur climate and way of living, I would copy the fol- 
den owing rules of a very eminent phyſician. Make your 


yhole repaſt out of one diſh, Iſ you indulge in a 
econd, avoid drinking any thing ſtrong, till you have 
inied your meal; at the ſame time abſtain from all 
auces, or at leaſt ſuch as are not the moſt plain and 
ple, A man could not be well guilty of gluttony, 


[ 

ih he ſtuck to theſe few obvious and eaſy rules. In t e 
ner, rt caſe there would be no variety of taſtes to ſolicit 
;ho is palate, and occaſion exceſs ; nor in the ſecond any 


Iihcial provocatives to relieve ſatiety, and create a 
alle appe ite. Were: I to preſc ibe a rule for drink. 
np, it ſhould be formed upon a ſay.ng quoted by Sir 
Viliom Temple ; The firſt glaſs for myſelf, ihe ſecond for 
by friends, the third fer good-humour, and the fourth for 
ure enemies. But becauſe it is impoſſible for one who 
ves in the world to diet himſelf always in fo philo- 

ſophical 
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ſophical a manner, I think every man ſhould hay} 
days of abſtinence, according as his conſtitution y 
permit. Theſe are great reliefs to nature, as they qi 
lify her for ſtruggling with hunger and thirſt, whengy 
any diſtemper or duty of life may put her upon fi 
difficolties ; and at the ſame time give her an oppor 
nity of extricating herſelf from her oppreſſions, 4 
recovering the ſeveral tones and ſprings of her {| 
ſtended veſſels. Beſides that, abſtinence well tin 
oſten kills a ſickneſs in embryo, and deſtroys the ji 
ſeeds of an indiſpoſition. It is obſerved by two 1 
three antient authors, that Socrates, notwithſtanding 
lived in Athens during that great plague, which | 
made fo much noiſe through all ages, and has bes 
celebrated at different times by ſuch eminent hands; 
ſay, notwithſtanding that he lived in the time of thi 
devouring peſtilence, he never caught the leaſt infedtig 
which thoſe writers unanimouſly aſeribe to that uniniz 
rupted temperance which he always obſerved. 

AnD here I cannot but mention an obſervation whit 
J have often made, upon reading the lives of the phily 
| ſophers, and comparing them with any ſeries of kin 
or great men of «the ſame number. If we conſider tig 
antient ſages,” a great part of whoſe philoſophy conli 
ed in a temperate. and abſtemious courſe of life, a 
would think the life of a philoſopher and the life of 
man were of two different dates. For we find that tl 
generality of theſe wiſe men were nearer a hund 
than ſixty years of age at the time of their reſpedi 
deaths. But the moſt remarkable inſtance of the ef 
cacy of teniperance towards the procuring of long li 
is what we meet with in a little book publiſhed by Law 
Cornaro the Venetian; which I the rather mention, be 
cauſe it is of undoubted credit, as the late Venetian alt 
baſſador, who was of the ſame family, atteſted mon 
than once in converſation, when he reſided in Eag 
Corrare, who was the author of the little treatiſe I 
mentioning, was of an infirm conſtitution, till about 
forty, when by obſtinately perſiſting in an exact courk 


of temperance, he recovered a perfect ſtate of heal 
inſomuch that at fourſcore he publiſhed his book, * 
ju 
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been tranſl⸗ ted into Engl; under the title of Sure 
| .erta'n methods of attaining a long and healthy life. He 
ed to give, a 3d or 4th edition of it, and after ha- 
ng paſſed his hundredth year, died without pain or 
,ony, and like one who falls afteep. The treatiſe I 
ention has been taken notice of by ſeveral em.nent au- 
ors, and is written with ſuch ſpirit of chearfulneſs, 
ligion and good ſenſe, as are the natural concomi- 
ts of temperance and ſobriety. The mixture of the 
d man ia it is rather a recommendation than a diſ- 
edit to it. 


PESEIESSEETESS SA 
Repentance dated and explained, : 


| HAT to pleaſe the Lord and Father of the uni- 
verſe, is the ſupreme intereſt of created and de- 
ncent beings, as it is eafily proved, has been univer- 
Ily confeſſed; and fince all rational agents are con- 
bous of having neglected or violated thoſe duties which 
e preſcrived to them, the fear of being deſerted, re- 
ed, or puniſhed by God, has always burdened and 
preſſed the human mind, The expiation of crimes, 
d renovation of the forfeited hopes of divine favour, 
ks therefore conſtituted a large part of every reli- 
on. 

ei raus various methods of propitiation and atonement 
dich fear and folly have dictated, or artifice and inte- 
{ tolerated in the different parts of the world, however 


| 
| ey may ſometimes reproach or degrade humanity, at 
"MF! new the general conſent of all ages and nations 
2 their opinion of the mercy and placability of the 
al 


rine nature. That God will forgive, may, indeed, 
 ellabliſhed as the firſt and fundamental truth of re- 


* gon; for though the knowledge of his exiſtence is the 
n of philoſophy, yet, without the belief of his 
: 4 ercy, 1t would have very little influence upon our 


or conduct. There could be no proſpect of enjoy- 
ing 


_ (Rambler, No 110. 
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ing che pro;eftion or regard of him, whom the le 
deviation from rectitude made inexorable for ever; w 
every man would naturally withdraw his thoughts fry 
the contemplation of a Creator, whom he muſt conſid 
as a governor too pure to he pleaſed, and too fever 
be pacified; as an enemy infinitely wiſe, and inf 
1 whom he could neither deceive, eſcape, if 
reſiſt. | aLGOS.- £2.44 464-41, 
WHERE there is no hope, there can be no ende 
your. A conſtant and unfailing obedience is above) 
reach of terreſtrial diligence ; and therefore the yij 
greſs of life could only have been the natural deſen 
of negligent deſpair from crime to crime, had nt} 
univerial perſuaſion of. forgiveneſs to be obtained 
proper means of reconciliation recalled thoſe to ti 
paths of virtue whom their paſſions had follicited af 
and animated to new attempts, and firmer perſeveran 
thofe- whom difficulty had diſcouraged, or neglivead 
ſurprized, Eb Lag — 
Ix ages and regions ſo disjoined from each othe 
that there can ſcarcely be imagined any communi 
tion of fentiments either by commerce or tradition, hy 
prevailed a general and uniform expectation of prop 
tiating God by corporal auſterities, of anticipating ly 
vengeance by voluntary inflictions, and appeaſing li 
Juſtice by a fpeedy and chearful ſubmiſſion to a lelsy 
nalty when a greater is incurred. 
IzcorPoraTrD minds will always feel ſome ind 
nation towards exterior acts, and ritual obſervance 
Ideas not repreſented by ſenſible objects are flecti 
variable, and evaneſcent. We are not able to judge 
the degree of coaviction which operated at any pam 
cular time upon our own thoughts, but as it is recordd 
by ſome certain and definite effect. He that revie 
his life in order to determine the probability of his a6 
ceptance with God, if he could once eſtabliſh the ub 
ceſſary proportion between crimes and ſufferings, mig 
ſecurely reſt upon his performance of the expiatiot 
but while ſafety remains the reward only of mental pu 
ty, he is always afraid leſt he ſhould decide too ſoon ll 
his own favour; leſt he ſhould not have felt the pa 
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true contrition ; leſt he hould miſtake fatiety for ab- 
rence, or imagine that his paſſions are ſubdued when 
ey are only ſleeping. N | 
From this natural and reaſonable diffidence aroſe, 
humble and timorous piety, a diſpoſition to con- 
ad penance with repentance, to repoſe on human 
terminations, and to receive from ſome judicial ſen- 
nce the ſtated and regular aſſignment of reconciliatory 
in, We are never willing to be without reſource ; we 
ek in the knowledge of others a ſuccour for our own 
norance, and are ready to truſt any that will under- 
ke to direct us when we have no confidence in our- 

Ives. | 25 
Tuis deſire to aſcertain by ſome outward marks the 
ite of the ſoul, and this willingnefs to calm the con- 
ence by ſome ſettled method, have produced, as they 
e dicerſified in their effects by various tempers and 
tinciples, moſt of the diſquiſitions and rules, the 
oubts and ſolutions, that have embarraſſed the doc- 
ine of repentance, and perplexed tender and flexible 
nds with innumerable ſcruples concerning the neceſ- 
pry meaſures of ſorrow, ard adequate degrees of ſelf- 
bhorrence ; and theſe rules corrupted by fraud, or 
ebaled by credulity, have, by the common refiliency 
f the mind from one extreme to another, incited others 
d an open contempt of all ſubſidiary ordinances, all 
rudentis] caution, and the whole diſcipline of regulat- 
d piety, 

RrpENTA NC E, however difficult to be praftiſed, is, 
it be explained without ſuperſtition, eaſily under- 
od. Repentance is the rlinquijhment of any practice 
rom the conviction that it has offended Gad. Sorrow, and 
ear, and anxiety, arc properly not paits, but adjundts 
If repentance; yet they are ſo cloſely connected with 
t, that they cannot eaſily be ſeparated; for they 
lot only mark its ſincerity but promote its efficacy. 

No man commits any act of negligence or obſtinacy, 
which his preſent ſafety cr happineſs is endangered, 
vithout feeling the pupgency of remorſe. He who is 
ully convinced, that he ſuffers by his own failure, can 
ever forbear to trace back his miſcarriage to its firſt 

cauſe, 
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its own weakneſs, and which the wing of every ming 
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cauſe, to image to himſelf a contrary behaviour, 3 
to form invcluntary reſolutions . againſt the like fi 
even when he knows that he ſhall never again have f 
power of committing it. No man finds himſelf in gy 
ger without ſuch trepidations of impatience as leay 
human means of ſafety behind them: he that has od 
caught an alarm of terror, is every moment ſeized yij 
uſeleſs anxieties, always adding one ſecurity to anti 
trembling with ſudden doubts, and diſtracted by g 

rpetual occurrence of new expedients. If, thereſoſ 
Fe hoſe crimes have deprived him of the favour 
God, can reflect upon his conduct without diſturbau 
or can at will baniſh the reflection; if he who conſid 
himſelf as ſuſpended over the abyſs of eternal perditin 
only by the thread of life, which muſt ſoon parth 


may divide, can caſt his eyes round him without ſhui 
dering with horror, or panting for ſecurity ; what ch 
he judge of himſelf but that he is not yet awakedy 
ſufficient conviction, ſince every loſs is more lamente 
than the loſs of the divine favour, and every dangy 
more dreaded than the danger of final condemny 
tion ? 5c Fg 
RETIREMENT from the cares and pleaſures of the 7 
world has been often recommended as uſeful to rep, 
tance. This at leaſt is evident, that every one ret 
whenever ratiocination and recollection are requireda 
other occaſions : and ſurely the retroſpect of life, th 
diſentanglement of actions complicated with innumer-Wſ .- 
able circumſtances, and diffuſea in various relations, the 
diſcovery of the primary movements of the heart, au. 


the extirpation of luſts and appetites deeply rooted, al 7 


widely ſpread, may be allowed to demand ſome f. " 
ceflion from ſport and noiſe, and buſineſs and follj 
Some ſuſpenſion of common affairs, ſome pauſe of ten Hf 
ral pain and pleaſure, is dotbtleſs neceſſary to hae 
that deliberates for eternity, who is forming the oe 
plan in which miſcarriage cannot be repaired, and ea 
mining the only queſtion in which miſtake cannot «MF... 
rectiſied. | | 1 
AvcT8al 
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\usTERITIES and mortifications are means b 
ich the mind is invigorated and rouſed, by which the 
tions of pleaſure are interrupted, and the chains 
ſenſuality are broken. It is obſerved by one of the 
hers, that he abe reftrains himſelf in the uſe of things 
al, will never encreach upon things forbidden. Ab- 
ence, if nothing more, is, at leaſt, a cautious re- 
it from the utmoſt verge of permiſſion, and confers 
t ſecurity which cannot be reaſonably hoped by him 
tdares always to hover over the precipice of deſtruc- 
, or delights to approach the pleaſures which he 
ws it fatal to partake. Auſterity is the proper an- 
tte to indulgence ; the diſeaſes of mind as well as 
ly are cured by contraries, and to contraries we 
ald readily have recourſe, if we dreaded guilt as we 
ad pain. | | 
4 completion and ſum of repentance is a change 
life, That ſorrow which dictates no caution, that, 
r which does not quicken our eſcape, that auſterity 
ich fails to rectify our affections, are vain and una- 
ing. But ſorrow and terror muſt naturally precede - 
rmation ; for what other cauſe can produce it? He, 
efore, that feels himſelf alarmed by his conſcience, 
jous for the attainment of a better ſtate, and aflited 
he memory of his paſt faults, may juſtly conclude, 
the great work of repentance is begun, and hope 
etirement and prayer, the natural and religious 
us of ſtrengthening his conviction, to impreſs upon 
mind ſuch a ſenſe of the divine preſence, as may 
power the blandiſhments of ſecular delights, and 
ble him to advance from one degree of holineſs to 
her, till death ſhall ſet him free from miſery and 
P(a:10n, ; | | 


% 


hat better can we do, than proſtrate fall 

efore him reverent; and there confeſs 

umbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
at ring the 2 and with our fighs the air 
requenting, ſent from hearts contrite, in ſign 
Pt forrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek ? 
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5, The Duty of Secrefy. | [Rambler, Ne n 


T is related by Quintus Curtius, that the Pa 
always conceived a laſting and invincible conte 
of a man, who had violated the laws of ſecrecy;j 
they thought, that, however he might be deficient in 
qualities requiſite to actual excellence, the .negaj 
virtues at- leaſt were always in his power, and thay 
he perhaps could not ſpeak well if he was to tn 
was ſtill eaſy for him not to ſpeak. 8 
I this opinion of the eaſineſs of ſecrecy, they ſt 
to have conſidered it as oppoſed, not to treacher, 
loquacity, and to have conceived the man, whom 
thus cenſu ed, not frigh:ed, by menaces to reve, 
bribed by promiſes to betray, but incited by the a 
Pleaſure of talking, or ſome other motive equally tri 
to lay open his heart without reflection, and to let 
ever he knew flip from him, only for want of pe 
to retain it. Whether, by their ſettled and ara 
ſcorn of thoughtleſs talkers, the Perfians were able 
diffuſe to any great extent the virtue of taciturnityz: 
are hindered by the diſtance of thoſe times from be 
able to diſcover, there being very few memoirs rem 
izg of the court of Per/opo/rs, nor any diſtin accou 
handed down to us of their office clerks, their ladies 
the bed chamber, their attorneys, their chamber-mat 
or their footmen. f 
| Is theſe latter ages, though the old animoſity agi 
a pra tler is ſtill retained, it appears wholly to have 
its effects npon the conduct of mankind ; for ſecrets 
ſa ſeldon kept, that it may with ſome reaſon be doubt 
whether the antients were not miſtaken in their fi 
ſtulate, whether the quality of retention be ſo genen 
beſtowed, and whether a ſecret has not ſome {ull 
volatility, by which it eſcapes almoſt imperceptib 
the ſmalleſt vent; or ſome power of fermentation, | 
which it expands itſelf ſo as to burſt the heart that 
not give it way. | 55 
Trose that ſtudy either the body or the mind 
man, very often find the moſt ſpecious and py 
Wk | 5 the 


M 
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xy falling under the weight of contrary experience 
4 inſtead of gratifying their vanity by inferring effects 
m cauſes, they are always reduced at laſt to con- 
hare cauſes from effects. That it is eaſy to be ſecret 

ſpeculatiſt can demonſtrate in his retreat, and there- 
e thinks himſelf juſtified in placing confidence; the 
of the world knows, that, whether difficult or not, 


ed to ſearch after the reaſon of this univerſal 


„Tas vanity of being known to be truſted with a ſe- 
„is generally one of the chief motives to diſcloſe it; 
however abſurd it may be thought to boaſt an ho- 

ur, by an act which ſhews that it was conferred 


thont merit, yet moſt men ſeem rather inclined to 
nfes the want of virtue than of importance, and 
bre willingly ſhew their influence and their power, 


ro ough life with no other pleaſure than the private 
aſcioaſneſs of fidelity; which, while it is preſerved, 
| be without praiſe, except from the ſingle perſon 
jo tries and knows it. 

nal Tara are many ways of telling a ſecret, by which 
can man exempts himſelf from the reproaches of his 
ſcience, and gratifies his pride without ſuffering 
mſelf to believe that he impairs his virtue. He tells 
e private affairs of his patron, or his friend, only to 
ole from whom he would not conceal his own ; he 
ls them to thoſe, who have no temptation to betray 
eir truſt, or with a denunciation of a certain forfeiture 
us friendſhip, if he diſcovers that they become 
lic, 

SECRETS are very frequently told in the firſt ardour of 
indneſs, or of love, tor the ſake of proving, by ſo 
portant a ſacrifice, the ſincerity of profeſſions, or the 
armth of tenderneſs; but with this motive, though it be 
meumes ſtroug ia itſelf, vanity generally concurs, ſince 
ery man naturally deſires to be moſt eſteemed by thoſe 


nom he loves, or with whom he converſes, with whom 
| H he 


j uncommon, and therefore finds himſelf rather in- 


ure in one of the moſt important duties of fo- 


gh at the expence of their probity, than glide 
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he, paſſes his hours of pleaſure, and to whom he reting 


from buſineſs and from care. | 


WHen the diſcovery of ſecrets is under conſider, 
tion, there is always a diſtinction carefully to be mad 
between our own and thoſe of another, thoſe of which 
we are fully maſters as they affect only our own interet, 
and thoſe which are repoſited with us in truſt, aui 
involve the happineſs or convenience of ſuch as we hay! 
no right to expoſe to hazard by experiments upon ther 


lives, without their conſent. 'To tell our own ſecrets 


generally folly, but that folly is without guilt; to con. 
municate thoſe with which we are intruſted is alway 
treachery, and treachery for the moſt part combine 
with folly. 

THERE have, indeed, been ſome enthuſiaſtic and jr. 
rational zealots for friendſhip, who have maintained, 
and perhaps believed, that one friend has a right to al 
that is in poſſeſſion of another; and that therefore it 
1; a violation of kindneſs to exempt any ſecret from th 
boundleſs confidence: Accordingly a late female mi. 
niſter of ſtate has been ſhameleſs enough to inform the 
world, that ſhe uſed, when ſhe wanted to extra any 
thing from her ſovereign, to remind her of Montaignts 
reaſoning, who has determined, that to tell a ſecret to 
a friend is no breach of fidelity, becauſe the number 


of perſons truſted is not multiplied, a man and hy 


friend being virtually the ſame. 

THAT ſuch a fallacy could be impoſed upon any hu- 
man underſtanding, or that an author could have been 
imagined to advance a poſition ſo remote from truth 


and reaſon, any otherwiſe than as a declaimer, to ſhewto 
- What extent he could ſtretch his imagination, and wid 


what ſtrength he could preſs his principle, would ſcarce 


ly have been credible, had not this lady kindly ſhewt 


us how far weakneſs may be deluded, or indolence 
amuſed. But ſince it appears, that even this ſophiſty 
has been able, with the help of a ſtrong deſire to te. 
poſe in quiet upon the underſtanding of another, t0 
miſlead honeſt intentions, and an underſtanding nd 
contemptible, it may not be ſuperfluous to remark, tha 
thoſe things which are common among friends are = 

uc 
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ch zs either poſſeſſes in his own right, and can alie- 
te or deſtroy without injury to any other perſon. 
*hout this limitation, confidence muſt run on with- 


"_ it end, the ſecond perſon may tell the ſecret to the 
'hich rd upon the ſame principle as he received it from the 
erel, t and the third may hand it forward to a fourth, till at 
. it is told in the round of friendſhip to them from 


om it was the firſt intention chiefly to conceal it. 


her rug confidence which Caizs has of the faithfulneſs 
ug ne is nothing more than an opinion which himſelf | 
on. H anot know to be true, and which Clandiut, who firſt” 
"2 WW: his ſecret to Caius may know, at leaſt may ſuſpect 


be falſe; and therefore the truſt is transferred by 
zur, if he reveal what has been told him, to one 
om whom the perſon originally concerned would pro- 
ably have withheld it; and, whatever may be the 
ent, Calus has hazarded the happineſs of his friend, 
th thout neceſſity and without permiſſion, and has put 
"Wit tru in the hand of fortune which was given only 
virtue. | 
3 All, the arguments upon which a man who is telling 
f e private affairs of another nay ground his confidence 
1 ſecurity, he muſt upon reflection know to be uncer- 
be in, becauſe he finds them without effect upon him- 
e When he is imagining that Tirius will be cautious 
om a regard to his intereſt, his reputation, or his duty, 
2 ought to reflect that he is himſelf at that inſtant 
ing in oppoſition to all theſe reaſons, and revealing 
hat intereſt, reputation and duty direct him to 
dnceal, 
Every one feels that he ſhould conſider the man 
capable of truſt, who believed himſelf at liberty to 
Il whatever he knew to the firſt whom he ſhould con- 
ude deſerving of his confidence; therefore Caius, in 
amitting Tizzus to the affairs imparted only to himſelf, 
olates his faith, ſince he acts contrary to the intention 
Claudius, to whom that faith was given. For pro- 
ſes of friendſhip are, like all others, uſeleſs and vain, 
nleſs they are made in ſome known ſenſe, adjuſted + 
nd acknowledged by both parties. 
| * 
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ſtrain him. But theſe ſcruples, if not too intricate, ar; 
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I aM not ignorant that many queſtions may be flartel 
relating to the duty of ſecreſy, where the affairs are q 
public concern; where ſubſequent reaſons may ariſe to il. 
ter the appearance and nature of the truſt ; that the man. 
ner in which the ſecret was told may change the degree 
of obligation; and that the principles upon which a mu 
is choſen-for a confident may not always equally con. 


of too. extenſive conſideration for my prefent purpoſe 
nor are they ſuch as generally occur in common life; 
and though caſuiſtical knowledge be uſeful in prope 
hands, yet it ought by no means to be careleſly expoſ. 
ed, ſince moſt will uſe it rather to lull than awake 
their own conſciences ; and the threads of reaſoning, 
on which truth is ſuſpended, are frequently dran 1 
ſuch ſubtility, that common eyes cannot perceive, and 
common ſenſibility cannot feel them. 

Tu whole doctrine as well as practice of ſecrecy, 
is ſo perplexing and dangerous, that, next to him who 
is compelled to truſt, I think him unhappy who i 


Choſen to be truſted ; for he is often involved in ſcrup's WF w 
without the liberty of calling in the help of any other Wl er 
underſtanding, he is frequently drawn into guilt, unde b 
the appearance of friendſhip and. honeſty ; and ſome. Wi th 
times ſubjected to ſuſpicion by the treachery of others, 2 
who are engaged without his knowledge in the ſame BW ti 
ſchemes, for he that has one confident has generally WW w 
more, and when he is at laſt betrayed, is in doubt on Wi te 
whom he ſhall fix the crime. | | ti 
THe rules therefore that I ſhall propoſe concerning p 
ſecrecy, and from which I think it not ſafe to deviate, o 
without long and exacted deliberation, are—Never to Wh d 
ſolicit the knowledge of a ſecret. Not willingly, no Wi : 
without many limitations, to accept ſuch confidence e 
when it is offered, When a ſecret is once admitted, WF } 
to conſider the truſt as of a very high nature, in WWW 1 
portant as ſociety, and ſacred as truth, and therefore Wi 1 


not to be violated for any incidental convenience, 0 
{light appearance of contrary fitneſs, ; 


Mo” a wy rr” 


Or 
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; On Truth and Sincerity, F Spect. No 352. 


"RUTH and reality have all the advantages of 
appearance and many more. If the ſhew of 
any thing be good for any thing, 1 am ſure fincerity is 
bettet: for why does any man diſſemble, or ſeem to be 
that which he is not, but becauſe he thinks it good to 
have ſuch a quality as he pretends to? for to counter- 
ſeit and diſſemble, is to put on the appearance of ſome 
real excellency. Now the beit way in the world for a 
man to ſeem to be any thing, is really to be what he 
would ſeem to be. Beſides that it is many times as 
troubleſome to make good the pretence of a good qua- 
lity, as to have it; and if a man have it not, it is ten 
to one but he is diſcovered to want it, and then all his 
pains and labour to ſeem to have it is loſt, There is 
ſomething unnatural in painting, which a ſkilful ,eye 
will eaſily diſcern from native beauty and complexion. 
IT is hard to perſonate and act a part long; for 
where truth is not at the bottom, nature will always be 
endeavouring to return, and will peep out and betray 
herſelf one time or other. Therefore if any man 
think it convenient to ſeem good, let him be ſo indeed, 
and then his goodneſs will appear to every body's fa- 
tisfaction; ſo that upon all accounts fincerity is true 
wiſdom. Particularly as to the affairs of this world, in- 
tegrity hath many advantages over all the fine and ar- 
tifcial ways of diſſimulation and deceit ; it is much the 
plainer and eaſier, much the ſafer and more ſecure way 
of dealing in the world; it has leſs of trouble and 
difficulty, of entanglement and perplexity, of danger 
and hazard in it; it is the ſhorteſt and neareſt way to 
our end, carrying us thither in a ſtraight line, and will 
| hold out and laft longeſt. The arts of deceit and cun- 
ning do continually grow weaker and lefs effectual and 
ſerviceable to them that uſe them; whereas integrity 
g ins ſtrength by uſe, and the more and longer any 
man practiſeth it, the greater ſervice it does him, by 
confirming his reputation and encouraging thoſe with 
{ whom he hath to do, to repoſe the greatelt truſt and con- 
H 3 fidence 
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nced of props to ſhore it up, and proves at Jaſt ny 


. firſt upon a true and ſolid foundation; for fincerity; 
firm and ſubſtantial, and there is nothing hollow or u 


pretences are ſo tranſparent that he that runs may ra 
them; he is the laſt man that finds himſelf to be foul 


fools of others, he renders himſelf ridiculous. 


. thoſe we have to deal with, ſaves the labour of may 
it is like travelling in a plain beaten road, which con. 
monly brings a man ſooner to his journey's end tha 
. bye-ways, in which men often loſe themſelves. [a1 
fal ſhood and diſſimulation, it is ſoon over; but the it 
under an everlaſting jealouſy and ſuſpicion, ſo that It 
haps when he means honeſtly, When a man has one 
and nothing will then ſerve his turn neither truth pd 


Ax H have often thought that God hath in his ger 


Vonderſul advantages of truth ard integrity, to tit 
proſperity even of aur worldly affairs; theſe mea a 


fidence in him, which is an unſpeakable advantage 
the buſineſs and affairs of life. TONS 
Tur is always conſiſtent with itfelf, and ny 
nothing to help it out; it is always near at hand, y 
hits upon our lips, and is ready to drop out before y 
are aware; Whereas a lie is troubleſome, and ſeg 
man's invention upon the rack, and one trick need 
great many more to make it good. It is like build 
upon a falſe foundation, which continually ſandy y 


charpeable than to have raiſed a ſubitantial building | 


ſound in it, and becauſe it is plain and open, fearsy 
diſcovery; of which the crafty man is always in dangy 
and when he thinks he walks in the dark, all h 
out, and whillt he takes it for rer that he mat 

App. to all this, that ſincerity is the moſt compa 
.dious wiſdom, and an excellent inſtrument for t 


ireedy diſpatch of buſineſs; it creates confidence 


inquiries, and brings things to an iſſue in few word: 


word, whatſoever conveniences may be thought to bei 
convenience of it is perpetual, becauſe it brings a ma 
is not believed when he ſpeaks truth, nor truſted pet 
forfeited the reputation of his integrity, he is ſet fal, 
fal ſhood. 


wiſdom hid from men of falſe and diſhoneſt minds tit 
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o blinded by cheir covetouſneſs and ambition, that they 


cannot look beyond a preſent advantage, nor forbear 
to ſeize upon it, though by ways never ſo indirect; 


f 
aye) 


| Neel 


0, a they cannot ſee ſo far as to the remote conſequences of 
o . ſteady integrity, and the vaſt benefit and advantages 
ey which it will bring a' man at-laſt. Were bot this ſort 
leeds of men wiſe and clear-fighted enough to diſcern this, 
. they would be honeſt out of very knavery, not out of 
nds y 


any love to honeſty and virtue, but with a crafty de- 
fign to promote and advance more effectually their own 
intereſts ; and therefore the juſtice of the divine provi- 
rity nl Jence hath hid this trueſt point of wiſdom from theireyes, 
or ui wat bad men might not be upon equal terms with the 
i jo and upright, and ſerve their own wicked deſigns 


U mer 
ing 1 


age by honeſt and law ful means. | | 
Il by IxpetD, if a man were only to deal in the world 
a for a day, and ſhould never have occaſion to converſe 


more with mankind, never more need their good opi- 
nion or good word, it were then no great matter (ſpeak- 
ing as to the concernments of this world) if a man ſpent 
his reputation all at once,'and ventured it at one throw : 
but if he be to continue in the world, and would have 
the advantage of converſation whilſt he is in it, let 
him make uſe of truth and ſincerity in all his words 
and actions; for nothing but this will laſt and hold 
out to the end: all other arts will fail, but truth and 
integrity will carry a man through, and bear him out to 
— 


Rules for the Knowledge of one's ſelf. 
Spectator, Ne 399.] 


YPOCRISY at the faſhionable end of the town 
is very different from hypocriſy in the city. Ihe 
modiſh hypocrite endeavours to appear more vicious 
than he really is, the other kind of hypocrite more vir- 
tous, The former is afraid of every thing that has 
the ſhew of religion in it, and would be thought enga- 


H 4 ged 


— — — — o * 
- _ 


N >: i 5 — = N 6 a. - \ — 5 . — 
5 1 A r o =_ — — 
K . * * . __ - G—_ | 7 


ümpoſes on himſelf; that hypocriſy which conceal;i? 


- bis coctrines. Though theſe two heads cannot beta 
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ged in many criminal gallantries and amours, vial 
is not guilty of. The latter aſſumes a face of ſan 
and covers a multitude of vices under a — 
ous deportment. 

Bur there is 92 had of hypocriſy, which is 
from both theſe, and which I intend to make thely 
ject of this paper: I mean that hypocriſy, by whig 
man does not only deceive the world, but very 


own heart from him, and makes him believe he is m 
virtuous than he really is, and either not attend oh 
vices, or miſtake even his vices for virtues. It is . 
fatal hypocriſy and ſelf-deceit, which is taken nog 
of in theſe words, ho can n his errors? cl 
ed me fr em ſecret faults, _ | 
Ir the open profeſſors of impiety FR the utnd 
terer and endeavours of moral writers, to recoꝶ 
them from vice and folly, how much more may dd 
lay a claim to their care and compathon, who are walk 
ing in the paths of death, while they fancy themſcly 
engaged in a courſe of virtue] I ſhall-endeavour there 
ſore to lay down ſome rules for the diſcovery of thg 
vices that lurk in the ſecret corners of the ſoul; andy 
fhew my reader thoſe methods, by which he may arrives 
a true and impartial knowledge of himſelf. The uſul 
means preſcribed for this purpoſe, are to examine ou: 
ſelves by the rules which are laid down for our d. 
rection in ſacred writ, and to compare our lives wil 
the life of that perſon who acted up to the perfedia 
of human nature, and is the ſtanding example, as wel 
as the great guide and inſtructor, of thoſe who recent 


much inſiſted upon, I ſhall but juſt mention them, fine 
they have been handled by many great and eminent writers 

I wouLy therefore propoſe the following methods d 
the conſideration of ſuch as would find out their ſeat 
faults, and make a true eſtimate of themſelves. 

Ix the firſt place, let them confider well, what 
the characters which they bear among their enemies, 
Our friends very often flatter us as much as our owl 


heart:. They n do not lee our fault, or _ 
cl 
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em from us, or ſoften them by their repreſentations, 
er fuch a manner, that we think them too trivial to 
taken notice of. An adverſary, on the contrary, 
lakes a ſtricter ſearch into us, diſcovers every flaw and 
nperfe&tion-in our tempers; and, though his malice 
ay ſet them in too ſtrong a light, it has generally ſome 
hund for what it advances. A friend exaggerates a 
dal's virtues , an enemy inflames his crimes, - A wife 
nan ſhould give a juſt attention to both of them, ſo 
ur as they may tend to the improvement of the one, 
nd the diminution of the other. Plutarch has written 
n eſſay on the benefits which a man may receive from 
is enemies: and among the good fruits of enmity, 
nentions this in particular, that, by the reproaches 
vhich it cafts upon us, we ſee the worſt fice of our- 
ves, and open our eyes to ſeveral blemiſhes and defects 
n our lives and converſations, which we ſhould not 
ave obſerved without the help of ſuch ill· natured mo- 
tore, | 44 
I order likewiſe to come to a true knowledge of 
yrſelves, we ſhould conſider on the other hand, how far 
de may deſerve the-praiſes and approbations which the 
world beſtow upon us: whether the actions they cele- 
d ate proceed from laudable, and worthy motives; aud 
how far we are really poſſeſſed of the virtues, which gain 
G: vsapplanſe among thoſe with whom we converſe. Suck 
"Sz reflection is abſolutely neceſſary, if we conſider how 
0 F2pt we are either to value or condemn ourſelves by the 
opinions of others, and to facrifice the report of our 
" oon heurts to the judgment of the world. 
00 Is the next place, that we may not deceive ourſelves 
in a point of 0 much importance, we ſhould not lay 
do great a ſtreſs on any ſuppoſed virtues we poſſeſs, that 
are of a doubtful nature: and ſuch we may eſteem all 
ai thoſe in which multitudes of men diſſent from us, who 
are as goed and wiſe as ourſelves. We thould always 
"WY ft with great cautiouſneſs and circumſpeRtion, in points 
"WF here it is not impoſſible that we may be deceived. In- 
"WF fetnperate zeal, bigotry, and perſecution for any par'y or 
opinion, how praiſe-worthy ſoever they may appear to 
weak men of our own principles, produce infinite cala- 
$26 mities 
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mities among mankind, and are highly criminal 
tieir own nature; and yet how many perſons, emijy 
for piety, ſuffer ſuch monſtrous and abſurd princip 
of action to take root in their minds under the colow 
virtues ? For my own part, I muſt own, I never yet ky 
any party ſo juſt and reaionable, that a man could i 
low it in his height and violence, and at the ſame tu 
be innocent. | 
We ſhould likewiſe be very apprehenſive of thi 
actions, which proceed from natural conſtitution, þ 
vourite paſſions, particular education, or whatever yy 
motes our worldly intereſt or advantage. In theleg 
the like caſes, a man's judgment is eafily perverted, u 
a wrong bias hung upon his mind. Theſe are thei 
lets of prejudice, the unguarded avenues of the mind 
by which.a thouſand errors and ſecret faults find a 
miſſioa, without being obſerved or taken notice of, 4 
wiſe man will ſuſpe& thoſe actions to which he is d. 
rected by ſomething beſides reaſon, and always appr. 
hend ſome concealed evil in every reſolution that is d 
a diſputable nature, when it is conformable to his pu. 
ticular temper, his age, or way of life, or when it {+ 
vours his pleaſure or his profit. 

Tue is nothing of greater importance to us, tha 
thus diligently to ſift our thoughts, and examine all thek 
dark recelies of the mird, if we would eſtabliſh ou 
ſculs in ſuch a ſolid and ſubſtantial virtue as will tun 

to account in that great day, when it muſt ſtand the tel 
of infinite. wifdom and juſtice. 

T1 s#aLL conclude this eſſay with obſerving that tie 
two kinds of hypocriſy I have here ſpoken of, name) 
that of deceiving the world, and that of impoſing 0 
ourlelves, are touched with wonderful beauty in the 
hundred thirty ninth pſalm. The folly of the firſt kin 
of hypocriſy is there ſet forth by reflections on God 
omniſcience and omnipreſence, which are celebrated in 
as noble ſirains of poctry as any other I ever met with, 
either ſ:cred or profane. The other kind of hyfo- 
criſy, whereby a man deceives himſelf, is intimated in 
the two laſt verſes, where the pſalmiſt addreſſes himfelt 
to the great ſearcher of hearts in that emphatical pet! 

| _ 1190 
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on; Try me, O God, and ſeek the ground of my heart ; 
* 1 examine my thonghts : look 4 if there be 
pry way of wwickedne/s in me, and le:d me in the avay ever= 
HSIEH 
The Mercy of Affliftion ; an Eaftern St:ry. 

bo [Adven. Ne 76.] 


OZALDAB, Caliph of Egypt, had dwelt ſe- 
curely for many years in the filken pavilions of 
pleaſure, and had every morning agointed his head 
with the oil of gladneſs, when his only ſon Arora, 
for whom he had crouded his treaſuries with gold, ex- 
tended his dominions with conqueſts, and ſecured them 
with impregnable fortreſſes, was ſuddenly wounded, 28 
he was hunting, with an arrow from an unknown hand, 
and expired in the field. | | 
Bo z AL DAB in the diſtraction of grief and deſpair 
refuſed to return to his palace, and retired to the 
gloomieſt grotto in the neighbouring mountain: he 
there rolled himſelf on the duſt, tore away the hairs 
of his hoary beard, and daſhed the cup of conſolation 
that Pa TIE NCE offered him to the ground, He ſuf- 
fered not his minſtrels to approach his preſence ; but 
liſtened to the ſcreams of the. melancholy birds of mid- 
night, that flit through the ſolitary vaults and echoing 
chambers of the Pyramids. * Can that GOD be be- 
* nevolent,” he cry'd, © who thus wounds the ſoul 
as from an ambuſh, with unexpected ſorrows, and 
* cruſhes his creatures in a moment with irremediab'e 
** calamity ? Ye lying Imans, prate to us no more of 
the juitice and the kindneſs of an all- directing and 
l * all-loving PRovipence! He, whom ye pretend 
| * reigns in Heaven, is ſo far from protecting the miſe- 
* rable ſons of men, that he perpetually delights to 
* blaſt the ſweeteſt flowrets in the garden of Hoyre; 
and like a malignant giant, to beat down the ſtrongeſt 
towers of HayP1iNEss with the iron mace of bis 
| H 6 „ anger, 
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40 (+ anger. If this Being poſſeſſed the goodneſs and 
wer with which. flattering prieſts. have inveſt 
„ him, he. would doubtleſs be inclined. and enabled, u 
« baniſh thoſe evils which render the world a dungen 
of diſtreſs, a vale of manly and woe.—l wil cap 
« tinge in it no longer!“ | 
Ar that moment he — 5 raiſed bis Non: whit 
Dr raix had armed with a dagger, to. ſtrike deep ing 
his boſom; when ſuddenly thick flaſhes of lighting 
Mot through the cavern, and a being of more tha 
human beauty and magnitude, arrayed i in azure robe, 
crowned with amaranth, and waving a branch.of ral 
in his right hand, arreited the arm of che trembling 
and aſtoniſhed Ca L iy, and ſaid with a majeſtic {mil 
*« Follow me to the top of this mountain.“ no 
Look from bence,”” ſaid the awful conductor, «1 Ml x: 
« am Catoc, the Angel of PEACE, look from hene na 
* into the valley.” ay in 
BozatDas opened his eyes and beheld a barren, 1 or 
fultry, and ſolitary iſland, in the midſt of which ſata U 
pale meagye and ghaſſly figure : it was a merchant jut Wall ©: 
periſhing with famine, and lamenting, that he could: ec 
nad neither wild berries nor a ſingle ſpring in this for- Wi to 
torn uninbabited deſart; and begging the protection of Wil bt 
heaven againſt the tigers that would now certainly de. Wi": 
ſtroy him, fince he had conſumed the laſt fuel he hal Wo 
colleded to make nightly fires to affright them. He Wit: 
then caſt a caſket of jewels on the ſand, as: trifles of 
no uſe; and crept feeble and trembling to an eminence, 
where he was accuſtomed to. fit every evening to watch 
the ſetting ſun, and to gire a ſignal to any ſhip that 
might haply approach the iſland. | 
©« FxBABITA\T of heaven,” cried BozaLoas, ſuffer 
% not this wretch to periſh by the fury of wild beaſts.” 
% Peace,” ſaid the Ad GI, and obſerve, | 
He looked again, and behold a veſſel arrived at the | 
deſolate iſle. What words can paint the rapture cf 
the ſtarving merchant, when the captain offered to 
tranſport him to his native country, if he would re- 
ward him with half the jewels of his caſket. No 
ſooner bad this pityleſs * received the 1 | 
de 


d they agreed to ſeize the remaining jewels, and 
ae the unhappy exile in the ſame helpleſs and lamen- 


pt and trembled, intreated and implored io vain. 


ſhort-ſighted as thou art, thou wiſhedſt the merchant 
might embark, daſhed in pieces on a rock: doft 


not by the method thou would preſcribe. His vice 
was avarice, by which he became not only abomi- 
nable but wretched ; he fancied ſome mighty charm 


& 

n wealth, which, like the wand of ABDIEL, would 
0 Wl eratify every wiſh and obviate every fear. This 
2 Viealth he has now been taught not only to deſpiſe 
l bat abhor: he caſt his jewels upon the ſand, and 
d: WI confeſſed them to be uſeleſs; he offered part of them 
r- Noche mariners, and perceived them to be g > 
be has now learnt, that they are rendered uſeful or 
vin, good or evil, only by the ſituation and temper 
| WW of the poſſeſſor. Happy is he whom diſtreſs has 
e Wh taught wiſdom ! But turn thine eyes to another and 
{WH more intereſting ſcene.” 


orned with the ſtatues of his anceſtors wrought in 
per; the ivory doors of which, turning on hinges 
the gold of Gol ON Da, difcovered a throne of 
amonds, ſurrounded with the RaJas of fifty nations, 
d with ambaſladors in various habits and of different 
mplexions ; on which ſat ABor am the much lamen- 


n a HoURI. 

*Gracious ALLA !—it is my ſon,” cried the 
LIP—* O let me hold him to my heart!“ *© Thou 
canſt not graſp an unſubſtantial viſion,” replied the 
NGEL: © I am now ſhewing thee what would have 


% been 


* 
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d ſaw, than he held a conſultation with his crew 


le condition in which they diſcovered him. He 


wur Heaven permit ſuch injuſtice to be prac- 
died?“ exclaimed Bozatnan.—*® Look again,” ſaid 
oc Ax EL, © and behold the very ſhip in which, 


thou not hear the cries of the ſinking failors ? Pre- 
ſume not to direct the Governor of the UNIVERSE 

in his diſpoſal of events. The man whom thou haſt 
pitied ſhall be taken from this dreary ſolitude, but 


Tus Cairn inftantly beheld a magnificent palace, 


| ſon of BozaLDAB, and by his fide a princeſs fairer 
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« been the deſtiny of thy ſon, had he continued low 
< on the earth,” * And why,” returned Boza rot 
« was he not permitted to continue? Why was 1 
<< "ſuffered to be a witneſs of ſo much felicity y 
4% power?” „ Conſider the ſequel,” replied he'y 
dwells in the fifth heaven. BozarDas looked eng 
1y, and ſaw the countenance of his ſon, on which! 
had been uſed to behold the placid ſmile of ſimplig 
and the vivid bluſhes of health, now diftorted yi 
rage, and now fixed in the inſenſibility of drunkenny 
it was again animated with diſdain, it became 3 
with apprehenſion, and appeared to be withertd byy 
temperance ; his hands were ſtained with blood, x 
he trembled by turns with fury and terror: the pit 
ſo lately ſhining with oriental pomp, changed ſudde 
into the cell of a dungeon, where his ſon Jay ſtretch 
out on the cold pavement, paged and bound, yi 
his eyes put out. Soon after he perceived the fayou 


Sultana, who before was ſeated by his fide, enter i 
a bowl of poiſon, which ſhe compelled As ox au! 


drink, and afterwards married the ſucceſſor to 
throne. 

« Haryy,” ſaid CaLoc, is he whom Proving 
ec has by the angel of death ſnatched from guilt! fu 
« whom that power is with-held, which, if he h 
e pollefſed, would have accumulated upon himſelf j 
greater miſery than it could bring upon others.” 

„ IT is enough,“ cried BozarDas; © I adore 
% inſcrutable ſchemes of Ouniscitncs! mm 
© what dreadful evil has my ſon been reſcued, . 
« death which I raſhly bewailed as unfortunate! 
« premature! a death of innocence and peace, wii 
* has bleſſed his memory upon earth, and tranſmit 
“his ſpirit to the ſkies,” 

« CasT away the dagger,” replied the heard 
meſſenger, © which thou waſt preparing to plunge! 
*« to thine own heart. Exchange complaint for fil 
% and doubt for adoration. Can a mortal look do 
& without giddineſs and ſtupefaction, into the ll 
« abyſs of ETexxar WIs Dou? Can a mind! 


« ſees not infinitely, perfectly comprehend any 
" amd 
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among an infinity of objects mutually relative? Can 
« the channels, which thou commandeſt to be. cut to 
« receive the annual inundations of thy NILE, contain 
« the waters of the Oczan ? Remember, that perfect 
« hap ineſs cannot be conferred on a creature ; for 
perfect happineſs is an attribute as incommunicable 


« 25 perfect power and eternity. 
Tye ANGEL, while he was ſpeaking thus, ſtretch - 


he flutter of his wings was like the ruſhing of a ca- 
act. 


0000000000000. 


1 Perſonal Beauty produced by Moral Sentiment. 
"i { Advent. No 82.] 
7 \HOUGH the danger of diſappointment is al- 


ways in proportion to the height of expectation, 
et I this day claim the attention of the ladies, and 
profeſs to teach an art by which all may obtain what 
has hitherto been deemed the prerogative of a few : an 
art by which their predominant paſſion may be gratified, 
and their conqueſts not only extended but ſecured; The 
wart of being PRETTY.” 
Bur though my ſubject may intereſt the ladies, it 
ay, perhaps, offend thoſe profound moraliſt-, who have 
ong ſince determined, that BEHA Tx ought rather to 
be deſpiſed than deſired; that, like ſtrength, it is a 
mere natural excellence, the effect of cauſes wholly 
out of our power, and not intended either as the pledge 
of happineſs or the diſtinction of merit. 
To theſe gentlemen I ſhall remark, that beauty is 
among thoſe qualities, which no effort of human wit 
could ever bring into contempt : it is, therefore, to be 
ſhed at leaſt, that beauty was in ſome degree depen- 
lant upon SENTIMENT and MAN x RRS, that ſo high a 
prvilege might not be poſſcſſed by the unworthy, and 
hat human reaſon might no longer ſuffer the mortifi- 
Cation of thoſe who are compelled to adore an idol, 
2008 I which 


d out his pinions to fly back to the Empyrèum; and 
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there are but two requiſites to perfect Beaury, whit 


by which his paſſion was ſuddenly and irrefiſtibly dete, 
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which differs from a ſtone or a Tog only by the ſil 
the artificer : and if they cannot themſelves bela 
beauty with indifference, they muſt, ſurely, approve 
attempt to ſhew that it merits their regard. [ 
I s8ALL, however, principally conſider that ſpech 
of beauty which is expreſſed in the countenance; f 
this alone is peculiar to human beings, and is not 1 
complicated than their nature. In the countetant 


are wholly produced by external cauſes, colour af 
proportion: and it will appear, that even in comm 
eſtimation theſe are not the chief ; but that though they 
may. be beauty without them, yet there cannot 
beauty without ſomething more. 9 
Tu E fineſt features, ranged in the moſt exact ſyy 
metry, and heightened by the moſt blooming cop 
plexion, muſt be animated before they can ſtrike; 2 
when they are animated, will generally excite the ſan 
paſſions which they expreſs. If they are fixed in i 
dead calm of inſenſibility, they will be examined with 
out emotion; and if they do not expreſs kindneſs, tht 
will be beheld without love. Looks of contempt, d 
dain, or malevolence, will be reflected, as from a mit 
rour, by every countenance on which they are turned} 
and if a wanton aſpect excites defire, it is but like iu 
of a ſavage for his prey, which cannot be gratiſch 
without the deſtruction of its object. | 
Ao particular graces the dimple has always bet 
allowed the preeminence, and the reaſon' is evideit; 
dimples are produced by a ſmile, and a ſmile is an & 
reſſion of complacency : ſo the contraction of tis 
Likes into a frown, as it is an indication of a contraf 
temper, has always been deemed a capital defect. 
THe lover is rey at a loſs to define the beauth 


mined to a particular object; but this could never hip 
pen, if it depended upon any known rule of propdt 
tion, upon the ſhape or diſpoſition of the features, # 
the colour of the ſkin: he tells you, that it is ſom 
thing which he cannot fully expreſs, ſomething 10 
fixed in any part but diffuſed over the whole ; he 4 
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j ſweetneſs, a ſoftneſs, a placid ſenſibility, or gives 
ſome other appellation which connects beauty with 
$TIMENT, and expreſſes a charm which is not pe- 
liar to any ſet of features, but is perhaps poſſible to 


Tx15s beauty, however, does not always conſiſt in 
niles, but varies as expreſſions of meekneſs and kind- 
ſs vary with their objects; it is extremely forcible in 
ie ſilent complaint of patient ſufferance, the tender 
licitude of friendſhip, and the glow of filial obe- 
jence; and in tears, whether of joy, of pity, or of 
rief, it is almoſt irreſiſtible. = = 

TH1s is the charm which captivates without the aid 
nature, and without which her utmoſt bounty is in- 
fedual. But it cannot be aſſumed as a maſk to con- 
al. inſenſibility or malevolence; it muſt be the ge- 
vine effect of correſponding ſentiments, or it will 

preſs upon the countenance a new and more diſ- 
ulting deformity, AF FECTATION ; it will produte 
te grin, the ſimper, the ſtare, the languiſh, the pout, 
kd innumerable other grimaces, that render folly 
diculous, and change pity to contempt. By ſome, 
deed, this ſpecies of 1 has been practiſed 
ich ſuch {kill as to deceive ſuperficial obſervers, though 
can deceive even theſe but for a moment. Looks 
hich do not correſpond_with the heart, cinnot- be 
umed without labour, nor continued without pain 
e motive to relinquiſh them muſt, therefore, ſoon pre- 
onderate, and the aſpect and apparel of the viſit 
l be laid by together; the ſmiles and the languiſh- 
ents of art will vaniſh, and the fierceneſs of rage, or 
de gloom of diſcontent, will either obſcure or deſtroy 
the elegance of ſymmetry and complexion. 

Tas artificial aſpect is, indeed, as wretched a 
ubſtitute for the expreſſion of ſentiment, as the ſmear 
If paint for the bluſhes of health: it is not only equal- 

y tranſient, and equally liable to detection; but as paint 
ares the countenance yet more withered and gh fly, 
he paſſions burſt out with more violence after reſtraint, 
he features become more diſtorted, and excite more 
Kermined averſion, = ” 

| | Beauty, 
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 Beavry, therefore, depends principally upon 
mind, and conſequently may be influenced by g 
cation. It has been remarked, that the predomin 
| ae may generally be diſcovered in the'counteny 
ecauſe the muſcles by which it is expreſſed, being 
moſt perpetually contracted, loſe their tone, and nt 
totally relax; fo that the expreſſion remains, when 
wore] is ſuſpended : thus an angry, a diſdainfyll 
ubtil, and a ſuſpicious temper, is diſplayed in chan 
ters that are almoſt univerſally underſtood, It is equi" 
ly true of the pleaſing and the fofter paſſions, that ii"? 
leave their ſignatures upon the countenance when ti 
ceaſe to act: the prevalence of theſe paſſions, th 
fore, produces a mechanical effect upon the aſpet,, y 
gives a turn and caſt to the features which mak 
more favourable and forcible impreſſion upon the nj 
of others, than any charm produced by mere exten 
cauſes. ; | 
Neir HEN does the beauty which depends upontti 
per and ſentiment, equally endanger the poſleſſ 
lt is,” to uſe an eaſtern metaphor,“ like the tout 
of a city, not only an ornament but a defence 
It excites defire, it at once controuls and refines it} 
repreſſes with awe, it ſoftens with delicacy, aud 
wins to imitation. The love of reaſon and of vil 
is mingled with the love of beauty; becauſe this ben 
is little more than the emanation of intellectual ext 
lence, which is not an object of corporeal appeti 
As it excites a purer paſſion, it alſo more forcibly eng 
to fidelity: every man finds himſelf more powerful jk 
ſtrained from giving pain to goodneſs than to beau) 
and every lock of a countenance in which they! 
blended, in which beauty is the expreſſion of good 
is a filent reproach of the firſt irregular wiſh ; and 
purpoſe immediately appears to be difingenuous 1 
cruel, by which the tender hope of ineffable affecti 
would be diſappointed, the placid confidence of it 
ſuſpecting fimplicity abuſed, and the peace event 
virtue endangered, by the moſt ſordid infidelity and 
breach of the ſtrongeſt obligations, 3 
5 FP - Dy 


3 
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By T the hope of the hypocrite muſt periſh, When 
e faftitious beauty has laid by her ſmiles, when the 
"Ire of her eyes and the bloom of her cheeks have loſt 
eir influence with their novelty ; what remains but a 
yrant diveſted of power, who will never be ſeen with- 
ut a mixture of indignation and diſdain ? The only 
fire which this object could gratify, will be transfer- 


jumph. As reſentment will ſucceed to diſappoint- 
nent, a defire to mortify will ſucceed to a deſire to 
eaſe ; and the huſband may be urged to ſollicit a miſ- 
eſs, merely by a remembrance of the beauty of his 
wife, which laſted only till ſhe was known. 

LzT it, therefore, be remembered, than none can 
e diſciples of the GRaces, but in the ſchool of Vix- 
ve; and that thoſe who wiſh to be LovELyY, muſt 
earn early to be G00D. 


BEE NS EA NEHA REEL YR Er) dy 
On OMENS, [sSpect. Ne 5.] 


OING yeſterday to dine with an old acquain- 
tance, I had the misfortune to find his whole 
amily very much dejected. Upon aſking. him the oc- 


lirange dream the night before, which they were afraid 
portended ſome misfortune to themſelves or to their 
children. At her coming into the room I obſerved a 
aled melancholy in her countenance, which I ſhou'd 
e been troubled for, had I not heard from whence 
8" proceeded. We were no ſconer ſat down, . but after 
having looked upon me a little while, My dear, ſays 
ſhe, turning to her buſband, you may now /ee the ftranger 
that was in the candle laſt night. Soon after this, as 
they began to talk of family affairs, a little boy at the 
lower end of the table told her, that he was to go into 
an-hand on 7 hur/d..y. Thurſday ? ſays ſhe; No, child, 
Vit plerſe God, you ſhall nit begin upon Childermas-day 3 
tell your writing maſier that Friday will be ſoon encugh. 
las refleding with myſelf on the oddneſs of her 2 
an 


ed to another, not only without reluctance but with 


hon of it, he told me that his wife had dreamed a 
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and wondering that any body would eſtabliſh ir 
rule to loſe a day in every week. In the midſt of 
my muſings, ſhe deſired me to reach her a little 
upon the point of my knife, which I did in fach yy 
pidation and hurry of obedience, that J let it dr 
the way ; at which ſhe immediately ſtartled, andy 
it fell towards her. Upon this J looked very hliy 
and obſerving the concern of the u hole table; by 
to conſider myſelf, with ſome confuſion, as a pet 
that had brought a diſaſter upon the family. They 
however, recovering herſelf after a li:tle ſpace, fait 
her huſband, with a ſigh, My dear, mi. fortunes 1 
ceme ſingle. My friend, I found, aQcd but an und 
part at his table, and being a man of more goody 
ture than underſtanding, thinks himſelf obliged tof 
in with all the paſſions and humours of his yoke. 
low : Do not you remember, child, ſays ſhe, that 
figeon-houſe fell the very afternoon that aur ca eltſiu 
Spilt the ſalt upon the table? Yes, ſays he, my azar, 
the next j oſt brought us an account of the batth if 
manza. 'The reader may gueſs'at the figure I my 
after having done all this miſchief. I diſpatched: 
dinner, as ſoon as I could, with my ufual tacituniy 
when, to my utter confuſion, the lady ſeeing me ql 
ting my knife and fork, and laying them acroſs 
another upon my plate, defired me that I would! 
mour her fo far as to take them out of that figure, a 
place them fide by fide. What the abſurdity 8 
which I had committed I did not know, but I ſupp 
there was ſome traditionary ſuperſtition in it; and t 
fore, in obedience to the lady of the houfe, I diſpe 
of my knife and fork in two parallel lines, which il 
figure I ſhall always lay them in for the future, thou 
I do not know any reaſon for it. 

I T is not difficult for a man to ſee that a perſon it 
conceived an averſion to him, For my own pat 
quickly found, by the lady's looks, that ſhe regard 
me as a very odd kind of fellow, with an unfortuni 
aſpect. For which reaſon I took my leave immed 
ly after dinner, and withdrew to my own lodging 


Upon my return home, I fell into a profound wy 
plathi 
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on on the evils that attend theſe ſuperſtitious follies 
nankind; how they ſubject us to imaginary afflic- 
„ and additional ſorows, that do not properly 
e within our lot. As if the natural calamities of 
were not ſufficient for it, we turn the moſt indif- 
nt circumſtances into misfortunes, and ſuffer as 
\ from trifling accidents, as from real evils. - I 
known the N of a ſtar ſpoil a night's reſt ; 
have ſeen a man in love grow pale and loſe his ap- 
te, upon the plucking of a merry-thought. A 


ch-owl at midnight has alarmed a family more 
na band of robbers ; nay, the voice of a cricket 


\ ſtruck more terror than the roaring of a lion. 
ere is nothing ſo inconſiderable, which may not ap- 
dreadful to an imagination that 15 filled with omens 
| prognoſtics. A ruſty nail, or a crooked pin, ſhoot 
into prodigies. 0 
REMEMBER I was once in a mixed aſſembly, that 
; full of noiſe and mirth, when on a ſudden an old 
man unluckily obſerved there were thirteen of us in 
ſpany. This remark ſtruck a panic terror into 
ral who were preſent, inſomuch that one or two of 
ladies were going to leave the room; but a friend 
mine taking notice that one of our female com- 
ions was big with chi'd, affirmed there were four- 
nin the room, and that, inſtead of portending one 
the company ſhould die, it plainly foretold one of 
mm ſhould be born. Had not my friend found out 
expedient to break the omen, I queſtion not but 
If the women in the company would have fallen ſick 
It very night. ibi a: 4 
Ax 01d maid, that is troubled with the vapours, pro- 
ces infinite diſturbances of this kind among ber 
ends and neighbours. I know a maiden aunt, of a 
at family, who is one of theſe antiquated Siby/r, 
at ſorebodes and propheſies from one end of the 
ar to the other. She is always ſeeing apparitions, 
d bearing death-watches ; and was the other day al- 
ol frighted out of her wits by the great houſe· dog, 
at howled in the table at a time when ſhe lay ill of 


tooth ach. Such an extravagant caſt of mind en- 
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gages multitudes of people, not only in impertg 
terrors, but in ſupernumerary duties of life; and wi 
from that fear and ignorance which are natural to f 
ſoul of man. The horror with which we entertain f 
thoughts of death, or indeed of any future evil, 1 
the uncertainty of its approach, fill a melancholy nn 
with innumerable apprehenſions and ſuſpicions, 3 
conſequently diſpoſe it to the obſervation. of ſuch grouy 
leſs prodigies and predictions. For as it is the ch 
concern of wiſe men to retrench the evils of life by 
reaſonings of philoſophy ; it is the employment of fq 
to multiply them by the ſentiments of ſuperſtition, 

For my own part, I ſhould be very much trouble 
were I endowed with this e quality, though | 
ſhould inform me truly of every thing that can he 
me. I would not anticipate the reliſh of any happinel 
nor feel the weight of any miſery, before it aQuil 
arrives. | | 

I x x o but one way of fortifying my ſoul agaif 
theſe gloomy preſages and terrors of mind, and thatis 
by fecuring to myſelf the friendſhip and protection d 
that Being who diſpoſes of events, and governs futuriy 
He ſees, at one view, the whole thread of my ex 
iſtence, not only that part of it which I have alreaq 
paſſed through, but that which runs forward into 
the depths of eternity. When I lay me down to ſep, 
I recommend myſelf to his care; when I awake, I gi 
myſelf up to his direction. Amidit all the evils thi 
threaten me, I will look up to him for help, and quel 
tion not but he will either avert them, or turn them t0 
my advantage. Though I know neither the time nt 
the manner of the death I am to die, I am not at al 
ſolicitous about it; becauſe I am ſure that he know 
them both, and that he will not fail to comfort and ſup 
port me under them. | 


The Viſim of MIR Z A. [Spedt, Ne 159] 


the fifth day of the moon, which, according t 
the cuſtom of my forefathers, I always keep hoh. 


after having waſhed myſelf, and offered up my mon 
in 
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gerotions, 1 aſcended thechigh hills of Bagdar, in 


the vanity of human life; and paſſing from one 
joht to another, ſurely, ſaid I, man is but a ſhadow 
life a dream. Whilſt I was thus muſing, I caſt 
eyes towards the ſummit of a rock that was not 
tom me, where I diſcoyered one in the habit of 
kepherd, with a little muſical inftrament in his 
d. As I looked upon him he applied it to his lips, 
began to play upon it. The ſound. of it was ex- 
ling ſweet, and wrought into a variety of tunes 
were inexpreſſibly melodious, and altogether dif- 
it from any thing I had ever heard : they put me 
nind of thoſe heavenly airs that are played to the 
arted ſouls of good men upon their firſt arrival in 
diſe, to wear out the impreſſions of the laſt agonies, 
qualify them for the pleaſures of that happy place. 
heart melted away in ſecret raptures. | 
8a D been often told that the rock before me was 
haunt of a genius; and that ſeveral had been en- 
zined with that muſic, who had 2 by it, but 
er heard that the muſician had before made himſelf 
ble. When he had raiſed my thooghts by thoſe 
ſporting airs which he played, to taſte the pleaſures 
his converſation, as I looked upon him like- one 
\niſhed, he beckened to me, and by the waving of 
hand directed me to approach the place where he 
drew near with that reverence which is due to 
Iperior nature; and as my heart was entirely ſub- 
d by the captivating ſtrains I had heard, I fell 
n at his feet and wept. The genius ſmiled upon 
with a look of compaſſion and affability that fami- 
ed him to my imagination, and at once diſpelled 
the ſears and apprehenſions with which I approach- 
tim. He lifted me from the ground, and taking 
by the hand, Mirza, ſaid he, I have heard thee in 
ſoliloquies: follow me. 
He then led me to the higheſt pinacle of the rock, 
| placing me on. the top of it, Caſt thy eyes eaſt- 
0 | ward, 


ne to paſs the reſt of the day in meditation and 

WM. As I was here airing myſelf on the tops of. 
y , mountains, I fell into a profound contemplation 
n th 
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ward, ſaid he, and tell me what thou ſeeſt. I ſee, f 
J, a huge valley, and a prodigious tide of water roll 
thro' it. The valley that thou ſeeſt, ſaid he, is v 
vale of miſery, and the tide of water that thou feef\ 
part of the great tide of eternity. What is the realy 
{aid I, that the tide I ſee riſes out of a thick mif4 
one end, and again loſes itſelf in a thick miſt at 
other? What thou ſeeſt, ſaid he, is that portion 
eternity which is called time, meaſured dut by the ſu 
and reaching from the 1 of the world tu i 
conſummation. Examine now, ſaid he, this fea tha 
bounded with darkneſs at both ends, and tell me wii 
thou diſcovereſt in it I ſee a bridge, ſaid I, ſtandiy 
in the midſt of the tide. The bridge thou ſeeſt, ſaid 
is human life; conſider it attentively, Upon a mii 
leiſurely ſurvey of it, I found that it conſiſted of thr 

ſcore and ten entire arches, with ſeveral broken arche 


what thou diſcovereſt on it. I ſee multitudes of pe 
ple paſſing over it, ſaid I. and a black cloud hangin 
on each end of it. As I looked more atcentively,1 
ſaw ſeveral of the paſſengers dropping through ti 
bridge, into the great tide that flowed underneath 
and upon further examination, perceived there welt 
innumerable trap-doors that lay concealed in the briig 
which the paſſengers no ſooner trod upon, but they f 
through them into the tide and immediately diſappet 
ed. Theſe hidden pit-falls were ſet very thick at ti 
entrance of the bridge, ſo that throngs of people 0 
ſooner broke through the cloud, but many of them 
into them. They grew thinner towards the middk 
but multiplied and lay cloſer together towards the ell 
of the arches that were entire. | 

THERE were indeed ſome perſons, but their numb# 
was very ſmall, that continued a kind of hobbli 


march on the broken arches, but fell through one 4 
anotbe 
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other, being quite tired and ſpent with ſo long 3 
Irass ED fome time in the contemplation of this 
nderful ſtructure, and the great variety of objects 
ich it preſented. My heart was, filled with a deep 
eancholy to ſee ſeveral dropping unexpectedly in the 
alt of mirth and jollity, and catching at every thing 
t ſtood by them to ſave themſeves. Some were look- 
up towards the heavens in a e Gs poſture, and 
the midſt of a ſpeculation ſtumbled and fell out of 
t. Multitudes were very buſy in the purſuit of 
bbles that glittered in their eyes and danced before 
em; but often when they thought themſelves within 
reach of them, their footing failed, and down they 
ok, In this confuſion of objects, I obſerved ſome 
ith ſcimiters in their hands, and others with urinals, 
ho ran to and fro from the bridge, thruſting ſeveral 
rlons on trap-doors which did not ſeem to lye in their 
y, and which they might have eſcaped had they not 
en thus forced upon them. 

Tag genius ſeeing me indulge myſelf in this melan- 
joly proſpect, told me I had dwelt long enough up- 
Lit: take thine eyes off the bridge, ſaid he, and tel 
e if thou ſeeſt any thing thou doſt not comprehend 
pon-looking up, What mean, ſaid I, thofe grea 
ghts of birds that are perpetually hovering about the 
age, and fettling upon it from time to time? I ſee 
Iltures, harpies, ravens, cormorants, and among many 
her feathered creatures ſeveral little winged boys, 
; 5 in great numbers upon the middle arches. 
ele, 


ſaid the genius, are envy, avarice, ſuperſtition, 


pair, love, with the like cares and paſſions that in- 
human life. f 
[HERE fetched a deep ſigb, Alas, ſaid I, man was 
ade in vain! how is he given away to miſery and 
ortality ! tortured in life, and ſwallowed up in death! 
e genius being moved with compaſſion towards me, 
d me quit ſo uncomfortable a proſpet. Look no 
ore, ſaid he, on man in the firſt ſtage of his exiſtence, 
bis ſetting out for eternity; but caſt thine cye on 
t thick miſt into which the tide bears the ſeveral 

4 N gene- 
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tue in which they excelled, are diſtributed among tit 
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generations of mortals that fall into it. I directed 
fight as I was ordered, and (whether or no the oy 
genius ſtrengthened it with any ſupernatural forts, 
diſſipated part of the miſt that was before too thick| 
the eye to penetrate) I ſaw the valley opening aty 
farther end, and ſpreading forth into an immenſe oceq 
that had a huge rock of adamant running through g 
midſt of it, and dividing it into two equal parts, J 
clouds ſtill reſted on one half of it, inſomuch thy 
could not diſcover nothing 1n it : but the other apy 
ed to me a vaſt ocean planted with innumerable iſa 
that were covered with fruits and flowers, and in 
woven with a thouſand little ſhining ſeas that ran 
mong them. I could ſee perſons drefled in gloj 


the tree, lying down by the ſides of foun:ains, or nf 
ſting on beds of flowers; and could hear a conkul 
harmony of ſinging birds, falling waters, human voig 
and muſical inſtruments. Gladneſs grew in me ny 
the diſcovery of ſo delightful a ſcene. I wiſhed fo: 
wings of an eagle, that I might fly away to thoſe hy 
py feats ; but the genius told me there was no paſz 
to them, except through the gates of death that [{ 

ning every moment upon the bridge. The iſa 
faid he, that lye ſo freſh and green before thee, 
with which the whole face of the ocean appears ſpat 
as far as thou canſt ſee, are more in number than 
ſand on the ſea ſhore ; there are myriads of iſlands 
Hind thoſe which thou here diſcovereſt, reaching fun 
than thine eye, or even thine imagination Can ent 


itſelf. Theſe are the manſions of good men al 4 


death, who, according to the degree and kinds of | 


ſeveral iſtands, which abound with pleaſures of d 
ferent kinds and degrees, ſuitable to the relithes a 
perfedlions of thoſe who are ſettled in them; ent 
Hland is a paradiſe accommodated to its reſpettive 
Habitants. Are not theſe, O Mirzab, habitations we 
contending for? Does life appear miſerable, that 
thee opportunities of earning ſach a reward? Is de 
0 be feared, that will convey Thee to ſo 1 | 
3 exiſtel 
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gence? Think not man was made in vain, who has 
ban eternity reſerved for him. I gazed with in- 
refible pleaſure on theſe happy iſlands. At length, 
11, ſhew me now, I beſeech thee, the ſecrets that 
+ hid under thoſe dark clouds, which cover the ocean 
the other fide of the rock of adamant. . The ge- 
is making me no anſwer, I turned about to addreſs 
elf to him a ſecond time, but I found that he had 
tt me; I then turned again to the viſion which I had 
en ſo. long contemplating; but inſtead of the rolling 
je, the arched bridge, and the happy iſlands, I ſaw 
thing but the long hollow valley of Bagger, with 
xen, theep and camels grazing upon the ſides of it, 


EFF 


later io Sir CHARLES EASY in Town, 
from the Parſon of his Pariſh in the Country. 


| [Beaumont's Moralities, p. 16.] 


Dear Sir CHARLES, | 
OU will: forgive your old friend, who has troubled 
you, now-and-then, with ſomething like advice, 
he ſhould do ſo once more, now there ſeems to be 
articular occaſion for it. You ſay, in your laſt, that 
by are two thouſand pound the poorer this year, 
Ir play. I am ſorry: to hear it, with all my heart! 
Ir we people in the country look upon two thou» 
ud pound as a very ſerious matter; and had I not 
nown you ſo well, I ſhould have been much ſurpriſed 
d find that you could write ſo gaily, on loſing ſuch a 
alt ſum as that is. | 
I xnow you gentlemen of the town look on gam 
8 only as an idle and weak thing, at the worſt ; but 
have long conſidered it as one of the greateſt, /rs 1 
ow of, [You will forgive an old parſon for uſing a 
* which they tell me is almoſt grown out of 
2 100, 2 
WII you give me leave to tell you, why I look 
gaming as ſo very a 8 thing ? It is, — 
| = | 


izz THE MORAL MISCELLANY, 
T think it may make a very bad Man, of a very g 
TI xnow your temper very well ; and am ſure. n 
naturally, you were much inclined to do good) 1 
very deſirous of having a good name in the wol 
You were of a ſweet diſpoſition, from a boy; ap 
have ſeen you give ſix-pence to a poor old man, iy 


= 


— had not two-pence more left in your poche 


ow then can you go on to be ſo fond of a thin 
that may in time render you unwiſe, inglorious, ung 
nerous, unmerciful, and unjuſt? ? \ 
 T x now you will laugh, and ſay, I am preaching 
you. Well, that you know is my trade ; and [ hoy 


I ſhall never be aſhamed of it. But, how does play 


all the things I have been talking of? Why, if 3g 
pleaſe, I will tell you; and that in a few words ig 
though I am ſo old a man. 


Ax x one's manners muſt be tinged a good deal wil 


the company he keeps: now the groom porter's iti 
as I take it, is not a place to learn much wiſdom 
The loweſt ſort of gameſters are as weak men, tak 
them out of cards and dice, as ever I met with ai 
a man who games much, will be apt, ſometimes 
fall in even with theſe, rather than ſtand out; and «at 
ſequently into converſations that are far enough fra 
being improving. FN Eten Wen 

As for reputation, the character of a gameſter wi 
certainly be allowed to be one of the worſt in the world 
and though the world is ſo bad, there never yet was 
man in it, generally eſteemed for being a gameſter, ti 


. 


I know of. If there has, things are grown worſe fint 


J was laſt in town; which was at King George 1's con 
F 5 | 
IBE O you to recollect, (for I know your good df 


N how often you have been willing to relien 


ome worthy perſon, whom you ſaw in «diſtreſs, at 


could not do it, becauſe the dice had a ran againſt yo 
d night or two before. In each of thoſe: inſtances, 
was the dice that made you not generous, where 30 
wanted to have been fo with all your heart. i 
| "Pr OY ee 1 008 


Y 


al 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 173 
wan an income is made too little for any gentle- 
m, by play, his poor tenants in the country muſt be 
yen the harder, to pay in their rents when wanted ; 
1 the rents, in general, muſt be racked up as high as 
ſible, to ſupply the annual demands of the gaming- 
Me: and both of theſe, I fear, often in a manner, 
t may too fairly be called unmerciful. 


Wurde gaming ſwallows up good part of an in- 
ne; as gaming debts muſt be paid firſt, moſt other 


ge of money in trade conſiſts a good deal in the cir- 
ation of it; and if tradeſmens debts are of lon 

utinuance, there muſt be an injuſtice ſomewhere. 
her they charge no more than they ſhould to a quick 
yer, and then you are unjuſt to them, in keeping 
m out of their money ſo long; or they will charge 
Ju more than the proper value of the goods, and then 
u are the occaſion of injuſtice to yourſelf. 
do that all the things that I ſaid, I think, are true : 
t the point I own, which grieves me the moſt is, that 
excellent a turn of mind, as I know to be in you, 
ld be rendered of no effect, by ſuch pitiful means. 
have juſt been computing, what a vaſt deal of good 
u might have done, the year laſt paſt; all which you 
re let flip out of your hands, without adding any 
ing, either to your character, or your happineſs. I 
Il juſt tranſcribe the account I have been making, 
d then be your very humble ſervant. | 


| Account of what might have been done by Sir CHARLES 
EAS v, far the Benefit and Happineſi of Mankind, is 
the Tear 1743. | 


0 prenticing out the two ſons of a ſoldier, that 
ought bravely, and loft his life in the battle of C. 
lertingen. 40 
a poor clergyman, that had bred up a large fa- 
ily, on a living of 15/. a year. : 
portions for five young maids, on the day of 
their marriage with honeſt tradeſmen. 100 
Cloathing and ſchooling of ten bos. — 100 
| I 3 | Ta 


105 


bs will be ſuffered to ſtand ftill too long. The true 
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To *prenticing out fourteen boys, and ſix girls. b 
To ſetting up four young men, - juſt out of their 
time, in their proper trades.— f 
Loan to poor tradeſmen, without intereſt, for 
years each, | —— — — 1 
To officers children, left in diſtreſs. — 
To a gentleman of birth and merit, that was fallen 

in the world. | 
To a gentlewoman whoſe father being a gameſter 
leſt her without any fortune; to buy her 30/1, ; 
- year in annuities for her life. | 
To occafional charities ; to perſons known to bein 

want, and to deſerve help, —— — 


' * 


4 


rl 
5 


Sum total 10 


Ies rea of chis, as T apptehend, in your preſents 
count it muſt ſtand all under one article; chu: 


For the Year 1743. 
To cards and dice. — — 


1 
qi 


An l Sir Charles, let me intreat you to compare ii 
two very different accounts together; and to weight 
one againſt the other !—Had you had the bappinek 
follow the former, what a pleaſure mult it have gin 
you, every time you looked it over, to conſider ha 
far you had gone in ce year, toward making ſo ai 
worthy diſtreſſed perſons happy for their whole if 
What have you in the ſtead of this, but the mobil 
cation— I will ſay no more, but leave you to fill it! 


yourſelf. —Think of it a little, if it is poſſible for yt * 
to fit down and think, good Sir Charles /—l have i lt 
ways loved you, as if you were my own ſon. Vi th 
gave me my living, and have been ever good to mts 
and I could, methinks, give it all up again, to have ic 
world ſpeak well of you all round, as they do in 1 : 


things already. When I hear any thing good of ju 
it is the comfort of my grey hairs: and when J heard 
thing ill, 1 feel it here, 'at my heart! If you * 

0 1 2 app 
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ppen to ſend me word, this time twelvemonth, that 
"had diſpoſed of only the half of the overplus of 
ur income, in doing , Inſtead of ſacrificing it all 
this wretched way, I very believe it would comfort. 
e ſo much, that it might add two or three years to 
e declining life of, ek EK: 
Dear Sir CHARLES, 
Yeur moſt faithful, and moſl obliged 
humble Servant to command, 


PaiLte DE COVER LEY. 


Cn Female Gameſters. 


SHOULD ill deſerve the name of Guardian, did 
not caution all my fair wards againſt a practice 
hich when it runs to exceſs, is the moſt ſhameful, but 
ne, that the female world can fall into. The ill con- 
quences of it are more than can be contained in this 
per. However, that I may proceed in method, I 
hall conſider them. Firſt, as they relate to the mind, 
ſecondly as they relate to the body. 

, CouLp we look into the mind of a female gameſter, 
je ſhould ſee it full of nothing but trumps and matta- 
lores. Her flumbers are haunted with kings, queens, 
and knaves. The day lies heavy upon her till the play- 
ſeaſon re.urns, when for half a dozen hours together 
all her faculties are employed in ſhuffling, cutting, deal- 
Ing, and forting out a pack of cards, and no 14eas to 
de diſcovered in a ſuſ which calls itſelf rational, ex- 
cepting !i'tle ſquare figures of painted and {potted paper. 
Was the underſtanding, that divine part in our compo- 
ltion, given for ſuch an uſe ? Is it hus that we improve 
the greateſt talent human nature is endowed with? What 
would a ſuperior being think, were he ſhown this intel- 
Qual faculty in a female gam<ſt-r, and at the ſame 
time told, that it was by this ſhe was diſtinguiſhed from 
brutes, and allied to angels. 
Wren our women thus fill their imaginations with 
pips and counters, I cannot wonder at the ſtory i have 
11 lately 


DFF 
[Guardian, Ne 120. 
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lately heard of a new-born child that was marked yi, 
the five of clubs. | 7” F 
| Tae1r paſſions ſuffer no leſs by this practice 8; 
their underſtandings and imaginations. What hope uf 
fear, joy and anger, ſorrow and diſcontent break gf 
all at once in a fair aſſembly, upon ſo noble an occaſy 
as that of turning up a card? Who can conſider wit 
Oat a ſecret indignation that all thoſe affections of ti 
mind which ſhould be conſecrated to their childr 
hvſtands and parents, are thus vilely proſtituted ag 
thrown away upon a hand at Loo? For my own pat 
I cannot but be grieved when I ſee a fine woman fretting 
and bleeding inwardly from ſuch trivial motives : Wha 
I behold the face of an angel agitated and diſcompoſe 
by the heart of a fury. | . 
Ovs minds are of ſuch a make, that they natur 
give themſelves up to every diverſion which they us 
much accuſtomed to, and we always find that play, whe 
followed with aſſiduity, engroſſes the whole woman 
She quickly grows uneaſy in ber own family, takes bu 
little pleafure in all the domeſtic innocent endearment 
of life, and grows more fond of Pam, than of her hif 
band. My friend Theophraftus, the beſt of huſbands ai 
of fathers, has often complained to me, with teats it 
His eyes, of the late hours he is forced to keep if he 
would enjoy his wife's converſation. When ſhe return 
to me with joy in her face, it does not ariſe, ſays he, 
from the ſight of her huſband, but from the good luck 
me has had at cards: On the contrary, ſays he, if is 
Has been a looſer I am doubly a ſufferer by it. She come 
Home out of humour, is angry with every body, di- 
_ Pleaſed with all I can do or ſay, and in reality for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe ſhe has been throwing away 
my eſtate. What charming bed-fellows and companions 
for life are men likely to meet with that chooſe their 
wives out of ſuch women of vogue and faſhion ? What 
a race of worthies, what patriots, what heroes, muit ve 
expect from mothers of this make ? AD, 
I coms in the next place to conſider the ill conſt- 
quences which gaming has on the bodies of our female 


adventurers, It is © ordered that almoſt every — 
| OE ei 
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lich corrupts the ſoul decays the body. The beautiez 
the face and mind are generally deſtroyed by the 
me means. This conſideration ſhould have a particular 
eight with the female world, who were deligned to 
iſe the eye and attract the regards of the other half 
f the ſpecies. Now there is nothing that wears out a 
le face like the vigils of the card-table, and thoſe cuts 
ins paſſions which naturally attend them. Hollow eyes, 
ward looks, and pale complexions, are the natural 
dications of a female gameſter. Her morning ſleeps 
not able to repair her midnight watchings. I have 
mown a woman carried off half dead from Baſſette, and 
ye many a time grieved to ſee a perſon of quality gli- 
ling by me in her chair at two o'clock in the morning, 
nd looking like a ſpectre amidſt a glare of flambeaux. 
h ſhort, ] never knew a thorough-paced female gameſter 
jold her beauty two winters together. 1. 

Bur there is ſtill another caſe in which the body is 
nore endangered thanin the former, All play-debts muſt 
e paid in ſpeci or by an equivalent. The man that 
lays beyond his income pawns his eftate : the woman 
paſt find out ſomething elſe to mortgage, when her pin- 
noney is gone: the huſband has his lands to diſpoſe of, 
ie wife her perſon. Now when the female body is 
once dipped, if the creditor be very importunate, I leave 
my readers to conſider the conſequences. 


500050000 0900060024 600:6 
fznt of TIM. WILD GOOSE by himſelf. 
| [Advent, Ne g8 ] 


To the ADVENTURER. 


Dear BROTHER, 

HE thirſt of glory is I think allowed, even by 
the dull dogs who can fit ſtill long enough to 
write books, to be a noble appetite. 

My ambition is to be thought a man of life and 
ſpirit, who could conquer che world if he was to ſet 
Tout it, but who has too much vivacity to give the 
acellary attention to any 3 of length. : 

$ 
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IA, in ſhort, one of thoſe heroic Adventurers, yy 
have thought proper to diſtinguiſh themſelves by th 
titles of -Buck, BLogep, and Nerves. When I an 
the country I am always on horſe-back, and I leap i 
break every hedge and gate that ſtands in my yy 
when I am in town, I am conſtantl; to be ſeen at fo 
of the public places, at the proper times for makin 
my appearance; as at Vaux-Hall, or Marybone, abg 
ten, very drunk: for though I don't love wine, I 
obliged to be conſumedly drunk five or fix nights inth 
week; nay fometimes five or ſix days together, for th 
ſake of my character. Wherever 1 come, I am {in 
to make all the confuſion, and do all the miſchief 
can; not for the ſake of doing miſchief, but only ou 
of frolic you know to ſhew my vivacity. If there a; 
women near me, I ſwear like a devil to ſhew my ch 
rage, and talk bawdy to ſhew my wit. Under thy 
roſe, I am a curſed favourite among them; and hay 
Had “ bonne fortune” let me tell you. I do love th 
little rogues helliſhly : but faith I make love for i 
ood of the public; and the town is obliged to ng 
or a dozen or two of the fineſt wenches that were ene 
brought into its ſeraglios. One, indeed, I loft; and 
poor fond ſoul! I pitied her: but it could not be hel 
ed—ſelf-preſervation obliged me to leave her] coull 
not tell her what was the matter with her, rot me if! 
could; and ſo it got ſuch a head, that the devil hin: 
ſelf could not have ſaved her. | | 
Txrxre's one thing vexes me: I have much ado l 
avoid having that inſignificant character, à good natur 
ed fellow, fixed upon me; ſo that I am obliged in ny 
own defence to break the boy's head, and kick ny 
whore down ſtairs every time I enter a night houſe: | 
pick quarrels when I am not offended, break the wit 
dows of men I never ſaw, demoliſh lamps, bilk hack. 
ney coachmen, overturn wheelbarrows, and ſtorm nigit 
cellars : I beat the watchman though he bids me good 
morrow, abuſe the conftable, and inſult the juſtice; 
for theſe feats I am frequently kicked, beaten, pump 
ed, proſecuted and impriſoned ; but Tim is n0 * 
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ter; and if he does not get fame, blood! he will de- 
rv it. 4 : 
1 now writing at a coffee houſe, where I am 
if arrived, after a journey of fiſty miles which I have 


wo hours ago. The dog whipped and ſpurred at 
"ch 2 rate, that I dare ſay you may track him half 
te way by the blood; but all would not do. The 
evil take the hindmoſt, is always my way of travel- 
ng. The moment ] diſmounted, down dropt Dido, 


in boy ! 8 | 2 
uef 2 tell thee what; I was a helliſh aſs t''other day. 
ot a damn'd clean mare through the head, for 

mping out of the road to avoid runing over an old 


oman, But the bitch threw me, and I got a curſed 
ce on the cheek againſt a flint, which put me in a 
paſſion ; who could help it you know? Rot me! I 
yould not have loſt her for five hundred old women, 
ith all their brats, and the brats of their brats to the 
third generation.—She was a ſweet creature! I would 
ave run her five and twenty miles in an hour, for five 
hundred pounds. But ſhe's gone !—Poor jade! I did 
lore thee, that I did. 

Now what you ſhall do for me old boy is this, Help 
to raiſe my name a little-d'ye mind : write ſomething 
in praiſe of us ſprightly pretty fellows. I aſſure you we 
take a great deal of pains for fame, and 'tis hard we 
ſhould be bilkt. I would not trouble you, my dear! 


tur. but only I fear I have not much time before me to do 
n= own buſineſs ; for between you and I, both my 
mi conſtitution and eſtate are damnably out at elbows. I 


intend to make them ſpin out together as evenly as 
poſſible; but if my purſe ſhould happen to leak faſteſt, 


ck. | propoſe to go with my laſt half crown to Ranelagh 
ot gardens, and there, if you approve the ſcheme, I'll 
wi mount one of the upper alcoves, and repeat with an 


eroic air, | a 


« mM boldly venture on the world unknown . 
It cannot uſe me worſe than this has done,” 
I 6 


ode in four hours. I knocked up my blockhead's horſe 


yy, Jore: and hear am I all alive and merry, my old 


Ty 
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T' then ſhoot myſelf thro' the head; and ſo ood 
by'tye. Tours, as you ſerve me, 

TIM. WILDGOoOgz 


Grazatice frm 4 GREENHORN «, 
BLOOD. [Advent. Ne 100, 


To the ADvenTURER, IL [ 
SER | me 
HOUGH the characters of men have, pe. 
1 haps, been eſſentially the ſame in all ages, je 
their external appearance has changed with other ye. Wl” 
cularities of time and place, and they have been diſtin: 1 
guiſhed by different names as new modes of expreſſo a 
have prevailed: a periodical writer, therefore, wh al 
catches the picture of evaneſcent life, and ſhews the de i 
formity of ſollies which, in a few years will be fo chang : 
edas not to be known, ſhould be careful to expreſs the 0 
character when he deſcribes the appearance, and vi” 
connect it with the name by which it then happens to p 
be called. You have frequently uſed the terms Buck 
and BTOOD, and have given ſome account of the cha 
racers which are thus denominated ; but you have 10 
conſidered them as the laſt ſtages of a regular progre- 
fon, nor taken any notice of thoſe which procede 
them. Their dependance upon each other is, indeed, 
Jo little known, that many SEX them to be diſtin 
and collateral claſſes, formed by perſons of oppoſite 
intereſts, taſles, capacities, and diſpoſitions : the ſcals 
however, conſiſts of eight degrees; Gx BEN HOAI 
Jemmy, JesSAMy, SMART, 3 FsLLow, Jor. 
ous SPIRIT, Buck, and BLOOD. As I have myſel 
paſſed through the whole ſeries, I ſhall explain each 
Ration by a ſhort account of my life, remarking the 
periods when my character changed its denomination, 
and the particular incidents by which the change wis 
produce. Wi 
Mx father was a wealthy farmer in Yorkfire ; ul 
when I was near eighteen years of age, he brongut 


— 


nation. My manner bad not, indeed, kept pace with 
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i Londen and put me apprentice to a conſiderable 
hopkeeper in the city. There was an aukward modeſt 
implicity in my manner, and a reverence of religion 
ind virtue in my converſation, The novelty of the 
ebe that was now placed before me, in which there 
vere innumerable objects that I never conceived to 
exit, rendered me attentive and credalous ; peculiari- 
fes, which, without a provincial accent, a ſlouch in my 
at, a long lank head of hair, and an unfaſhionable 
1 of drab coloured cloth, would have denominated 
mea GREENHORN, or, in other words, a country put 


very green. 
GREEN, then, I continued even in externals, near 


il contempt-and deriſion: but being at length weari. 
ed with merriment and inſult, I was very ſedulous to 
afume the manners and appearance of thoſe, who in 
the ſame ſtation were better treated. I had already im- 
proved greatly in my ſpeech ; and my father having al- 
lowed me thirty pounds a year for apparel and pocket 
money, the greater part of which 1 had ſaved, I be- 
ſpoke a ſuit of cloaths of an eminent city taylor, with 


change: I cut off my hair, and procured a brown bob 
perriwig of WIL DING juſt of the ſame colour, with a 
ingle row of curls round the bottom, which I wore 
very nicely combed, and without powder: my hat, 
which had been cocked with great exaQneſs in an 
equilateral triangle, I diſcarded, and purchaſed one of 
2. more faſhionable ſize, the fore corner of which pro- 
jeded near two inches further than thoſe on each fide, 
and was moulded into the ſhape of a ſpout: I alſo fur- 
nſhed myſelf with a change of white thread ſtockings, 
took care that my pumps were varniſhed every morn- 
ing with the new German blacking ball, and when I 


has been long appendant to the character that I had 


uu. 


Iseo n perceived the advantage of this transfor. 


two years; and In this ſtate I was the object of univer- 


ſeveral waiſtcoats and breeches, and two frocks for a 


vent out carried in my hand a little ſwitch, which as it 


jul aſſumed, has taken the ſame name, and is called. a 
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my dreſs, I was ſtill modeſt and diflident, temper; 
and ſober, and conſequently {till ſubje& to ridicy}.. 
but I was now admitted into company, from which! 
had before been excluded by the ruſticity of my ap- 

earance; I was rallied and encouraged by turns; and 
1 was inftruQted both by precept and example, Some 
offers were made of carrying me to a houſe of privat 
entertainment, which then 1 abſolutely refuſed ; but! 
ſoon found the way into the play-houſe, to fee the ty 
laſt acts and the farce : here I learned that by breach, 
of chaſtity no man was thought to incur either guilt at 
ſhame ; but that on the contrary, they were ellentially 
neceſſary to the character of a fine gentleman. I ſo 
copied the original, which I found to be univerſally 
admired, in my morals, and made ſome farther ay. 

roaches to it in my dreſs : I ſuffered my hair to gray 
ong enough to comb back over the foretop of my wig, 
which, when I ſallied forth to my evening amuſement, 
I change to a queiie ; I tied the collar of my ſir 
with half an ell of black ribbon, which appeared under 
my neckloth ; the fore corner of my hat was conſider. 
ably elevated and ſhortened, ſo that it no longer ge. 
ſembled a ſpout, but the corner of a minced pye; ny 
waiſtcoat was edged with a narrow lace, my ſtockings 
were filk, and I never appeared without a pair of clean 
gloves. My addreſs, from its native maſculine plain. 
neſs, was converted to an exceſs of ſoftneſs and civi- 
lity, eſpecially when J ſpoke to the ladies. I had be: 
fore made ſome progreſs in learning to ſwear ; I had 
proceeded by fegs, faith, pox, plague, *pon my life, 
"pon my ſoul, rat it, and zookers, to zauns and the 
devil I now advanced to by Jove, fore ged, geds 
curſe it, and demme : but I ſtill uttered theſe interjec- 
tions in a tremulous tone, and my pronunciation wis 
feminine and vicious, I was ſenſible of my defed, 
and, therefore, applied with great diligence to remove 
them. I frequeatly practiſed alone, but it was a long 
time before I could ſwear ſo much to my own ſatis 
faction in company, as by myſelf. My labour, how- 
ever, was not without its reward; it recommended me 


- 
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to the notice of the ladies, and procured me the gentle 


ue; WW appellation of Jes5amy. 
<1. [yo v learned among other Grown GenTLEMEN 
ap- WW dance, which greatly enlarged my acquaintance ; I 


entered into a ſubſcription for country dances once a 
ome Wil week at a tavern, where each gentleman engaged to 
vac bring a partner: at the ſame time I made conſiderable 
t advances in ſwearing ; I could pronounce damme with 
tuo a tolerable air and accent, give the vowel its full ſound, 
ces and look with confidence in the face of the perſon to 
ter hom I ſpoke. About this time my father's elder 
ally Wi brother died, and left me an eſtate of near five hun- 
0on Wi dred pounds per annum. I now bought out the te- 
ally WW mainder of my time; and this ſudden acceſſion of 
ap- WW wealth and independence gave me immediately an air 
of greater confidence and freedom. I laid out near 
one hundred and fifty pounds in cloaths, though I was 
obliged to go into mourning : I employed a couft tay- 
lor to make them up; I exchanged my queue for a 
bag; I put on a ſword which, in appearance at leaſt, 
was a Toledo; and in proportion as I knew my dreſs 
to be elegant, I was leſs ſollicitous to be neat. My ac- 
quaintance now increaſed every hour; I was attended, 
fattered, and careſſed; was often invited to entertain- 
ments, ſupped every night at a tavern, and went home 
na chair; was taken notice. of in public places, and 
was univerſally confeſſed to be improved into a SMART. 

Txzre were ſome intervals in which I found it ne- 
cellary to abſtain from wenching ; and in theſe, at 
whatever riſque, I applied myſelf to the bottle: a 
habit of drinking came inſenſibly upon me, and I was 
oon able to walk home with a bottle and a pint. I 
had learned a ſufficient number of faſhionable toaſts, 
and got by heart ſeveral toping and ſeveral bawdy 
longs, ſome of which I ventured to roar out with a 
fiend hanging on my arm as we ſcoured the ſtreet after 
our nocturnal revel, I now laboured with indefatig- 
able induſtry to increaſe theſe acquiſitions : I enlarged 
my ſtock of healths ; made great progreſs in ſinging, 
Ping, and Rory telling; ſwore well ; could make a 
mpany of ſtaunch topers drunk; always — 

BEIT g b : 
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the rockoning, and was the laſt man that depargy! 
My face began to be covered with red pimples, 2 
my eyes to be weak; I became daily more negfligent 
of my dreſs, and more blunt in my manner; I profex: 
ſed myſelf a foe to ſtarters and milkſops, declared thy 
there was no enjoyment equal to that of a bottle aud 
a friend, and ſoon gained the appellation of an Horst 
FELLOw. | M HEE 

B x this diſtinction I was animated to attempt ye 

ater excellence; I learned ſeveral feats of mimickry Me 
of the under players, could take off known character, 
tell a ſtaring ſtory, and humbug with ſo much {kill x 
ſometimes to take-in a knowing one. I was ſo ſucceſs 
ful in the practice of theſe arts, to which, indeed; { 
applied myſelf with unwearied diligence and afſiduity, 
that I kept my company roaring with applauſe, til 
their voices ſunk by degrees, and they were no ſonget WW” 
able to laugh, becauſe they were no longer able either 
to hear or to ſee. I had now aſcended another ſcalein 
the climax ; and was acknowledged by all who kney 
me, to be a Joyovs SPIRIT, | 1 

AFTEx all theſe topics of merriment were exhauſted, 
and I had repeated my tricks my ſtories my jokes and 
my ſongs till they grew inſipid, I became miſchievous; 
and was continually deviſing and executing Fzoltcs, 
to the unſpeakable delight of my companions, and the 
injury of others. For many of them I was proſecuted, 
and frequently obliged to pay large damages: but! 
bore all theſe loſſes with an air of jovial indifference, 
1 puſhed on in my career, I was more deſperate in pro- 
portion as J had leſs to loſe ; and being deterred from! 
no miſchief by the dread of its conſequences, I wi 
= to- run at all, and complemented with the name of 

UCK. =, 

M y eftate was at length mortgaged for more that 
it was worth; my creditors were importunate ; I be- 
came negligent of myſelf and of others; I made a de- 
ſperate effort at the gaming table, and loſt the laſt ſun 
that I could raiſe ; my eſtate was ſeized by the mort 
gagee; I learned to pack cards and to cog a die; de- 
came a bully to · whores; paſſed my nights in a brothel, 
che Kreet, or the watch-houſe ; was utterly 8 
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HERE is not a common ſaying which ba z 1 
a better turn of ſenſe in it, than what we ofen 
heur in the mouths of the vulgar, that cuſtom is i 
ſecond nature. It is indeed able to form the man ae ber 
and to give him inclinations and capacities altogetf üg 
different from thoſe he was born with. Dr. Pl, Mak 
bis hiſtory. of Sao Ihre, tells us of an idiot me 
chancing to live within the ſound of a clock, and eli 
ways amuſing himſelf with counting the hour: of MH 
day whenever the clock ſtruck, the clock being ſpoilei lab 
by ſome accident, the idiot continued to ſtrike au nei 
count the hour without the help of it, in the ſa con 
manner as he had done when it was intire. Though hay 
1 dare not vouch for the truth of this ſtory, it is very pro 
certain that, cuſtom has a mechanical effect upon te (tu 
body, at the ſame time that it has a very extraordinayto 
influence upon the mind. 5 "Wt 
T SHALL in this paper conſider one very remarkable ir 
effect which cuſtom has upon human nature; and which, i; 
if rightly obſerved, may lead us into very uſeful rue T! 
of life. What I ſhall here take notice of in cuſtom, ii cy 
its wonderful efficacy in making every thing pleaſant toll de 
us. A perſon who is addicted to play or gaming, thou re 
he took but little delight in it at firſt, dy degrees con. uſ 
tracts ſo ſtrong an inclination towards it, and ge p. 
himſelf up ſo intirely to it, that it ſeems the only end 
of his being: The love of a retired or buſy life wil n: 
grow upon a man inſenſibly, as he is converſant in te th 
one or the other, till he is utterly unqualified for reliſ-WM ti 
ing that to which he has been for ſome time diſuſed. o 
Nay, a man may ſmoke, or drink, or take ſnuff, til h 
he is unable to paſs away his time without it; not 08 a 
mention how our delight in any particular ſtudy, 2, d 
or ſcience, riſes and improves in proportion, e 


application which we beſtow upon it. Thus what as 
at firſt an exerciſe, becomes at length an entertainment 
Our employments are changed into our diverſions 


The mind grows fond of thoſe actions ſhe is accullowet 
: 0 
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u and is drawn with reluAancy from thoſe paths in 
which ſhe has been uſed to walk. 8 
Nor only ſuch actions as were at firſt indifferent to 
1s, but even ſuch as were painful, will by cuſtom and 
attice become pleaſant, Sir Fraucis Bacon obſerves 
his natural philoſophy, that our taſte is never pleaſed 
better than with thoſe things which at firſt created a 
liſpuſt in it. He gives particular inſtances of claret, 
toffee, and other liquors, which the palate ſeldom ap- 
proves upon the firſt taſte; but when it has once got a 
xliſh of them, generally retains it for life. The mind 
b conſtituted after the fame manner, and after having 
habituated herſelf to any particular exerciſe or employ- 
nent, not only loſes her firſt averſion towards it, but 
conceives a certain fondneſs and affection for it. I 
have heard one of the greateſt genius's this age has 
produced, who . had been trained up in. all the polite 
ſtudies of antiquity, aſſure me, upon his being obliged 
to ſearch into ſeveral rolls and records, that notwith- 
landing ſuch an employment was at firſt very dry and 
ikſome to him, he at laſt took an incredible pleaſure in 
it; and preferred it even to the reading of Virgil or Cicero. 
The reader will obſerve, that I have not here conſidered 
cuſtom as it makes things eaſy, but as it renders them 
delightful ; and chough others have often made the ſame 
refle&ions, it it poſſible. they may not have drawn thoſe 
uſes from it, with which I intend to fill the remaining 
part of this paper, 

Ir we conſider attentively this property of human 
nature, it may inſtruct us in very fine moralities. In 
the firſt place, I would have no man diſcouraged with 
that kind of life or ſeries of action, in which the choice 
of others, or his own neceſſities, may have engaged 
him. It may perhaps be very difagreeable to him 
a firſt; but uſe and application will certainly ren- 
der it not only leſs painful, but pleaſing and ſatiſ- 
factory. x 

Ix the ſecond place I would recommend to every 
ore that admirable precept which Pythagoras is ſaid to 
dare given to his diſciples, and which that philoſopher 
muſt have drawn from the obſervation I have enlarged 
upon 
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upon. Optimum vitæ genus eligita, nam conſuttuds fad 
iin, Pitch upon that courſe of es vi ” 
the moſt excellent, and cuſtom will render it the mg 
delightful. ' Men, whoſe circumſtances will permit they 
to chooſe their own way of life, are excuſable if tie e 
do not purſue that which their judgment tells them Meet 
the moſt laudable, The voice of reaſon is more to hz 
regarded than the bent of any preſent inclination, finge, 
by the rule above-mentioned, inclination will at length 
come over to reaſon, though we can never force Wil 
to comply with inclination. K 
Is the third place, this obſervation may teach the 
moſt ſenſual and irreligions man, to overlook those 
hardſhips and difficulties, which are apt to diſcourage 
him from the perſecution of a virtuous life. The gud, 
ſaid Hefiod, have placed labour before virtue; the way 
ber is at firfl rough and difficult, but grows more ſmooth ann 
eaſy the farther you advance in it. The man who'pro- Wir 
ceeds in it, with ſteadineſs and reſolution, will in a little Wc, 
time find that her aways are ways of plegſantuęſi, and that 
all ber paths are peace, 6, et 

To enforce this cot ſideration, we may further ob- 
ferve, that the practice of religion will not anly be at 
tended with that pleaſure, which naturally accompanics Wi 
thoſe actions to which we are habituated, but with thoſe Wha 
ſupernumerary joys of heart, that riſe from the con- 
ſctouſneſs of ſuch a pleaſure, from the ſatisfaction of 
acting up to the dictates of reaſon, and from the pro- 
ſpect of an happy immortality. 

in the fourth place, we may learn from this obſer- kr 
vation which we made on the mind of man, to take 
particular care, when we are once ſetiled in a: regular 
© courſe of life, how we too frequently indulge ourſelves 
in any the moſt innocent diverſions and entertainments, 
fince the mind may inſenfibly fall of from the reli 
of virtuous actions, and, by degrees, exchange that 
pl@ſure which it takes in the performance of its duty, 
for delights of a much more inferior and unprofitable 
nature. 

Tre laſt uſe which J ſhall make of this remarkable 


property in human nature, of being delighted with 2 
e. 
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ions to which it is-accuſtomed, is to ſhew how abſo- 
ntely neceſſary it is for us to gain habits of virtue in this 
fe, if we would enjoy the pleaſures of the next. The 


ente of bliſs we call heaven will not be capable of af- 
bey bang thoſe minds, which are not thus qualified for it; 
ee wat, in this world, gain a reliſh of truth and virtue, 
be ve would be able to taſte that knowledge and per- 


ſelllon, which are to make us happy in the next. The 
eds of thoſe ſpiritual joys and raptures, which are to 
iſe op and flouriſh in the ſoul to all eternity, muſt be 
planted in her, during this her preſent ſtate of proba- 
ton. In ſhort, heaven is not to be looked upon only 
;the reward, but as the natural effect of a religious 
= | ore” 
On the other hand, thoſe evil ſpirits, who by long 
nom, have contracted in the body . habits of luſt and 


cod WWMſenſuality, malice and revenge, an averſion to every 
r0- thing that is good, juſt or laudable, are naturally ſea- 
tle oed and prepared for pain and miſery, Their tor- 


nts have already taken root in them ; they cannot be 
zppy when diveſted of the body, unleſs we may ſup- 
poſe, that providence will, in a manner, create them 
anew, and work a miracle in the rectification of their 
faculties. They may, indeed, taſte a kind of malig- 
pant pleaſure in thoſe actions to which they are accu- 
omed, whilft in this life ; but when they are removed 
from all thoſe objects which are here apt to gratify them, 
they will naturally become their own tormentors, and 
cheriſh in themſelves thoſe painful habits of mind which 
pe called, in ſcripture phraſe, the worm which never dies. 
This notion of heaven and hell is ſo very conformable 
tothe light of nature, that it was diſcovered by ſeveral 
ff the moſt exalted heathens. It has been finely im- 
roved by many eminent divines of the laſt age, as in 
particular by Archbiſhop Tillotſon and Dr. Sherlock: but 
ere is none who has raiſed ſuch noble ſpeculations upon 
tas Dr. Scot in the firſt book of his Chriſtian life, which 
Is one of the fineſt and moſt rational ſchemes of divini- 
ly that is written in our tongue, or in any other. That 
xellent author has ſhewn how every particular cuſtom 
ad habit of virtue will, in its own nature, produce the 
| | heaven, 


—— 
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heaven, or a ſtate of happineſs, in him who ſhall her 
after practiſe it: as on the contrary, how every cuſton 
or habit of vice will be the natural hell of him in wh 
it ſubſiſts. . 1 e ee 
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7 E all of us complain of the ſhortneſs of ting 
' - ſaith Seneca, and yet have much more than yi 
know what do with. Our lives, ſays he, are ſpent 6 
ther in doing nothing at ail, or in doing nothing to thy 
purpoſe, or in doing nothing that we ought to do: wear 
always complaining our days are few, and adding 
though there would be no end of them. That nohl 
hiloſopher has deſcribed our inconſiſtency with our 
Neves in this particular, by all thoſe various tun 
of expreſſion and thought which are peculiar to hi 
writings. 

IorrEx conſider mankind as wholly inconſiſtent wit 
itſelf in- a point that bears ſome affinity to the forme 
Though we ſeem grieved at the ſhortneſs of life in 
neral, we are wiſhing every period of it at an end 
The minor longs to be at age, hen to be a man of by 
fineſs, then to make up an eſtate, then to arrive at hi 
nours, then to retire. Thus, although the whole of lil 
is allowed by every one to be ſhort, the ſeveral diviſion 
of it appear long and tedious. We are for lengtheniny 
our ſpan in general, but would fain contract the parts0 
which it is compoſed. The uſurer would be very we 
ſatisfied to have all the time annihilated that lyes be 
tween the preſent moment and next quarter-day. Ti 
—.— would be contented to loſe three years in 
ife, could he place things in the poſture which he fan 
cies they will ſtand in after ſuch a revolution of time 
The lover would be giad to ftrike out of his exiſtend 
all the moments that are to paſs away before the hapy) 

—— 8 . . meeting 
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peeling. Thus, as faſt as our time runs, we ſhould be 
ery glad in moſt parts of our lives that it ran 
much faſter than it does. Several hours of the day 
hang upon our hands, nay, we wiſh away whole year: ; 
ind travel through time as through a country filled with 
many wild and empty waſtes, which we would fain hor- 
rover, that we may arrive at thoſe ſeveral little ſettle- 
pents or imaginary points of reſt which are diſperſed 


p and down in it. | | 

Ir we may divide the life of moſt men into twenty 
arts, we ſhall find that at leaſt nineteen of them are 
jere gaps and chaſms, which are neither fill-d with 
pleaſure nor buſifieſs, I do not however include in this 
lculation the life of thoſe men who are in a perpetual - 
bury of affairs, but of thoſe only who are not always 
nzaged in ſcenes of action; and I hope I ſhall not do 
n unacceptable piece of ſervice to theſe perſons, if I 
point out to them certain methods for the filling up their 
mpty ſpaces of life. The methods I ſhall propoſe to 
them are as follow. ] 
Te firſt is the exerciſe of virtue, in the moſt gene- 
ral acceptation of the word. That particular ſcheme 

hich- comprehends the ſocial virtues, may give em- 
ployment to the moſt induſtrious temper, and find a man 
In buſineſs more than the moſt active flation of life. To 
riſe the ignorant, relieve the needy, comfort the afffict- 
d, are duties that fall in our way almoſt every day of 
pur lives, A man has frequent opportunities of miti- 
gatir the fierceneſs of a party; of doing juſtice to 
de character of a deſerving man; of ſoftening the en- 
yous, quieting the angry, and reQifying the preju- 
diced; which are all of them employments ſuited 
to a reaſonable nature, and bring great ſatisfaction 
to the perſon who can buſy himſelf in them with 
Uſcretion, | | 

TnEk E is another kind of virtue that may find em- 

ployment for thoſe retired hours in which we are al- 
together left to ourſelves, and deſtitute of company and 
Quverſation ; I mean that intercourſe and communi- 
on which every reaſonable creature ought to _— 
. W1 
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with the great Author of his being. The man yy 
lives under an habitual ſenſe of the divine preſe, 
keeps up a perpetual chearfulneſs of temper, and ei 
every moment the ſatisfaction of thinking himſelf; 
company with his deareſt and beſt of friends. The tu 
never lyes heavy upon him: it is impoſſible for him y 
be alone. His thoughts and paſſions are the moſt buſy 
at ſuch hours when thoſe of other men are the moſt un 
active: he no ſooner ſteps out of the world but hi 
heart burns with devotion, ſwells with hope, an 
triumphs in the conſciouſneſs of that preſence whig 
every where ſurrounds him; or, on the contrary, pot 
out its fears, it ſorrows, its apprehenſions, to the ore 
Supporter of its exiſtence. | 
| f HAVE here only conſidered the neceſſity of a mai} 
being virtuous, that he may have ſomething to do; by 
if we conſider further, that the exerciſe of virtue 
not only an amuſement for the time it laſts, but thatit 
influence extends to thoſe parts of our exiſtence wii 
lye beyond the grave, and that our whole eternity 
to take its colour from thoſe hours which we here en 
ploy in virtue or in vice, the argument redoubles upo 
us, for putting in practice this method of paſſing ay 
our time. 

Wx a man has but a little ſtock to improve, ani 
has opportunities of turning it all to good account, wh: 
ſhall we think of him if he ſuffers nineteen parts of 
to lye dead, and perhaps employs even the twentieth 
his ruin or diſadvantage? but becauſe the mind can 
be always in its fervour, nor. ſtrained up to a pitch( 
virtue, it is neceſſary to find out proper employments f 
it in its relaxations. 

Tux next method therefore that I would propoſe tt 
fill up our time, ſhould be uſeful and innocent diverſions 
I muſt confeſs I think it is below reaſonable creatures tt 
be altogether converſant in ſuch diverſions as are merel 


innocent, and have nothing elſe to recommend then 
but that there is no hurt in them. Whether any kin 

of gaming has even thus much to ſay for il ſelf, I fh F 
not determine; but I think it is very wonderful toe Ni 


perſons of the beſt ſenſe paſſing away a dozen togeth 
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hofling and dividing a pack of cards, with no other 
nnrerlation but what is made ap of a few game phraſes, 
ad no other ide as but thoſe of black or red ſpot rang. 
4 together in different figures. Would not a man 


© is hort? 18 8 ah | 4 * N 
Tut Rage might be made a perpetual ſource of the 
pon noble and . uſefal entertainments, were it under 
oper regulations. n + Hd 
zor the mind never unbends itſelf fo agreeably as 
the converſation of a well choſen friend. There is 
deed no bleſſing of life that is any way comparable to 
e enjoyment of a diſcreet and virtuous friend. It eaſes 
and unloads the mind, clears and improves the under- 
handing, engenders thoughts and knowledge, animates' 
ue and good reſolution, ſooths and allays the paſſions, 
nd finds employment for molt of the vacant hours of life, 
Nexr to ſuch an intimacy with a particular perſon, 
ne would endeavour after a more general converſation 
ith ſuch as are able to entertain and improve thoſe 
with whom they converſe, which are qualifications that 
og. eo afundex;; e 27 RP 22s: 
Tuxxk are many otheruſeful amuſements of life, which 
me would endeavour to multiply, that one might on ait 
vecaſions have recoutrſe to ſomething rather than ſuffer 
the mind to lie idle, or run adrift with any paſſion that 
ances to riſe in it. | TEM 
Aman that has a taſte in muſic, painting, or archi 
efure, is like one that has another ſenſe when com 
red with ſuch as have no reliſh of thoſe arts. The 
loi, the planter, the gardner, the huſbandman, when 
they are only as accompliſhments to the man of fortune, 
we great reliefs to a country life, and many ways uſe+ 
ful to thoſe who are poſſeſſed of them. 


9000000000000 
Singularity cenſured. [Adventurer, Ne 131.] 


Neauton, cloſes a long enumeration of that great 
ploſopher's virtues and attainments, with an obſerva- 


lack to bear. any one of his ſpecies complaining that 
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dom could advance him, he felt all the miſeries of di. 


poverty incites. Such were at once his negligence and 


his knowledge, feel likewiſe ſome contagion of his ce- 


GET.» 
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tion, that“ he was not diſtinguiſhed from other men 
by any fingularity either natural or affected.“ 
Ir is an eminent inſtance of Neruton's ſuperiority to 
the reſt of mankind, that he was able to ſeparate knoy. 
ledge ſrom thoſe weakneſſes by which knowledge i; 
generally diſgraced ; that he was able to excell in ſcience 
and wiſdom, without purchaſing them by the negle& af 
little things; and that he ſtood alone, merely becauſ 
he had left the reſt of mankind behind him, not becauſe 
he deviated from the beaten tract.  _ | 
Wuozvex, after the example of Plutarcb, ſhould 
compare the lives of illuſtrious men, might et this 
part of Newt:#'s character, to view with great advan 
tage, by oppoſing; it to that of Bacon, perhaps the only 
man of later ages, who has any pretenſions to diſpute 
with him the palm of genius or ſcience, _ 
Baron, after he had added to a long and careſul con. 
templation of almoſt every ether object of knowledge 
a curious inſpection into common life, and after having 
ſurveyed nature as a philoſopher, had examined * men 
«© buſineſs and boſoms” as a ſtateſman ; yet failed ſo 
much in the conduct of domeſtic affairs, that in the 
12 lucrative poſt to which a great and wealthy king. 


treſsful poverty, and committed all the crimes to which 
and rapacity, that, as it is ſaid, he would gain by un- 
worthy practices that money, which, when E 
his ſervants might ſteal from one end of the table, while 
he fat ſtudious and abſtracted at the other. 

As ſcarcely any man has reached the exceilence, very 
few have ſunk to the weakneſs of Bacon: but almaſt all 
the ſtudious tribe, as they obtain aoy participation of 


fects; and obſtruct the veneration which learning would 
procure, by follies greater or leſs to which only learning 
could betray them. | | | 

Tr has been formerly remarked by the Guardian, that 
the world puniſhes with too great ſeverity the error df 
thoſe, who imagine that the ignorance of little things 
may be compenſated by the knowledge of great; ir 


{q 
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it js, that as more can detect petty failings than can 
ifinguiſt: or eſteem great qualifications, and as man- 
*1d is in general more eaſily diſpoſed to cenſure than 


u m iration, contempt is often incurred by flight mi- 
"yy kkes, which real virtue or uſefulneſs cannot counter- 
lance. | ; 2 55 7 | 
40 er ſuch miſtakes and inadvertencies, it is not eaſy 
wy r man deeply immerſed in ftudy to avoid; no man 
Sk in become qualified for the common - intercourſes of 


fe, by private meditation; the manners of the world 
je not a regular ſyſtem, planned by philoſophers upon 


7 ted principles, in which every cauſe has a congruous 
va ea, and one part has a juſt reference to another. 
Ne. the faſhions prevalent in every country, a few have 


hen, perhaps, from particular temperatures of the 
mate, a Few more from the conſtitution of the govern- 
jent ; but the greater part have grown up by chance, 
een ſtarted by caprice, been contrived by affectation, 

u borrowed without any juſt motives of choice from 
her countries. | Wis 4.1 
Or all theſe, the ſavage that hunts his prey upon the 

fountains, and the ſage that ſpeculates in his cloſet, 


bo, uſt neceſſarily live in equal ignorance ; yet by the ob- 
0 ration of theſe trifles it is, that the ranks of mankind 
+ WF" kept in order, that the addreſs of one to another is, 


ulated, and the general buſineſs of the world carried 
on with facility and method. F534 
Tus things, therefore, though ſmall in themſelves, 
become great by their frequency ; and he very much 
miſtakes his own intereſt, who, to the unavoidable un- 
kilfulneſs of abſtraction and retirement, adds a volun- 


7 ry neglect of common forms, and increaſes the diſ- 
e antages of a ſtudious courſe of life by an arrogant 


tempt of thoſe practices, by which others endeavour 
b pain favour and multiply friendſhips. = 

AREaL and interior diſdain of faſhion and cere- 
nony, is, indeed, not very often to be found: much 
the greater part of thoſe who pretend to laugh at 
loppery and formality, ſecretly wiſh to have poſſeſſed 
thoſe qualifications which they pretend to deſpiſe ; and 
cauſe they find it difficult to waſh away the tincture 
| S317 K & | which 


\ 
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which they have ſo deeply imbibed, endeavour to hy- 
den themſelves in a ſullen approbation of their own ed 
lour, Neutrality is a ſtate, into which the buſy paſſions 
of man cannot eaſily ſubſide ; and he who is in dan 
of the pangs of envy, is generally forced to recreate 
his imagination with an effort of contempt. — 

Sou g, however, may be found, who ſupported by 
the conſciouſneſs of great abilities and elevated by x 
long courſe of reputation and applauſe, voluntarily con. 
ſign themſelves to ſingularity, affect to croſs the road 
of life becauſe they know that they ſhall not be juſtled, 
and indulge a boundleſs gratification of will becauſe 
they perceive that they ſhall be quietly obeyed. Men 
of this kind are generally known by the name of Hy: 
MOURI1STS, an appellation by which he that has obtain: 
ed it, and can be contented to keep it, is ſet free at 
once from the ſhackles of faſnion; and can go in ot 
out, fir or ſtand; be talkative or ſilent, gloomy or mer. 
ry, advance abſurdities or oppoſe dee des withodt 
any other reprehenſion from mankind, than that it js 
his way, that he is an odd fellow, and muſt be let 
alone. | | 

Tuis ſeems to many, an eaſy paſiport through the 
various factions of mankind; and thoſe on whom it is 
beſtowed, appear too frequently to conſider the patience 
with which their caprices are ſuffered, as an undoubte 
evidence of their own importance, of a genius to which 
ſubmiſſion is univerſally paid, and whoſe irregularities 
are only conſidered as conſequences of its vigour. Theis 
peculiarities, however, are always found to ſpot a chi 
racer though they may not totally obſcure it; and iis 
who expects from mankind, that they ſhould give up 
eſtabliſhed cuſtoms in compliance with his ſingle vil 
and exaQts that deference which he does not pay, may 
be endured, but can never be approved. 

SYNOULARITY is, I think, in its own nature uni 

verſally and invariably diſpleaſing: in whatever reſpec 
a man differs from others, he muſt be conſidered by 
them as either worſe or better. By being better, it i 
well khown that a man gains admiration oftener tha 
love; ſince all approbation of his practice mult necel 


ſarih 
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ily. condemn him that gives it; and though a man 
often pleaſes by inferiority, there are few who deſire to 
ze ſuch pleaſure. Vet the truth is, that ſingularity is 
0 almoſt always regarded as a brand of ſlight reproach ; 
ad where it is aſſocĩated with acknowledged merit, ſerves 
yen abatement or an allay of excellence, by which 

yeak eyes are reconciled to its luſtre, and by which 


405 though kindneſs is not gained, at leaſt envy is a- 
yerted. . 
+: Burt let no man be in haſte to conclude his own me- 


ub ſo great or conſpicuous, as to require or juſtify fingu- 
ſen lat : it is as hazardous for a moderate underſtanding 
to uſurp the prerogatives of genius, as for a common 


Y form to play over the airs of unconteſted beauty. The 
e pride of men will not patiently endure to ſee one, whoſe 
\ or nderſtanding or attainments are but level wich their 
ner Won, break the rules by which they have conſented to 
onde bound, or forſake the direction which they ſubmiſ- 


rely follow. All violation of eſtabliſhed practice, im- 
plies in its own nature a rejection of the common opinion, 
1 defiance of common senſure, and an appeal from 
eneral laws to private judgment: he, therefore, who 
lens from others without apparent advantage, ought 
not to be angry if his arrogance = + with ridi- 
cle; if thoſe, whoſe example he ſuperciliouſly over- 
books, point him out to deriſion, and hoot him back 
gin into the common road. | e 

Tux pride of ſingularity is often exerted in little 
things, where right and wrong are indeterminable, and 
were, therefore, vanity is without excuſe. But there 
ve occaſions on which it is noble to dare to fland 
alone, To be pious among infidels, to be diſintereſted 
ina time of general venality, to lead a life of virtue 
and reaſon in the midſt of ſenſualiſts, is a proof of a 
nind intent on nobler things than the praiſe or blame of 
nen, of a ſou] fixed in the contemplation of the high - 
el good, and ſuperior to the tyranny of cuſtom or 
(ample. AE. 

In moral and religious queſtions only, a wiſe man 
Wl hold no conſultations with faſhion, becauſe theſe 


ties are conſtant and immutable, and depend not on 
K 3 the 
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* mankind, is in ſome degree the duty of a ſoc 
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plaiſance is only to gain the kindneſs of our felle 
8 


to 'happineſs, and happineſs mult be always loſt by d 


% 
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the notions of men, but the commands of Ht ayy 
yet even of theſe, the external mode is to be in ſo 
meaſure regulated by the prevailing taſte of the age 
which we live; for he is certainly no friend to vin 
who neglects to give it any lawful attraction, or ſuf 
it to diſpleaſe the eye or alienate the affections f 

want of innocent compliance with faſhionable decop 
tions. gs 

Ir is yet remembered of. the learned and pious N 
that he was remarkably elegant in his manners, ; 
ſplendid in his dreſs. He knew, that the eminence 
his character drew many eyes upon him; and he n 
careful not to drive.the young or the gay away from 
ligion, by repreſenting it as an enemy io any diſti 
tion or enjoyment, in which human nature may int 

*cently delight. : 

Ix this cenſure of ſingularity, I have, therefore, 
intention to ſubject reaſon or conſcience to cuſtom; 
example. To comply with the notions and pracie 


ing; becauſe by compliance only he can pleaſe, a 
by pleaſing only be can become uſeful : but as thee 
is not to be loſt for the ſake of the means, we are! 
to give up virtue to complaiſance ; for the end of ca 


eings, whoſe kindneſs is deſirable only as inſtrument 


parture from virtue. 1 | 
ES TITIISTITETITINY N 


No Life pleaſing to Ged, that is not u eful to Mi 1 
An Eaſtern Story. 5 Advent. Ne po 


T pleaſed our mighty ſovereign Abbas Caraſcar, it0 
whom the kings of the earth derive honour and off 


minion, to ſet Mirza his ſervant over the province e 


Tauris. In the hand of Mirza, the balance of dine 
bution was ſuſpended with impartiality ; and under nal 
ad miniſtration the weak were protected, the learned 8 


ceived honour, and the diligent became rich: 3:24 
| thereſolt 
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terefore, was beheld by every eye with complacency, 
ad every tongue pronounced bleſſings upon his head. 
hut it was obſerved that he derived no joy from the be- 
refts which he diffuſed : he became penſive and meli n- 
tholy ; he ſpent his leiſure in ſolitude; in his palace he 
a notionleſs upon a ſofa ; and when he went out, his 
walk was flow, and his eyes were fixed upon the ground: 
: applied to the bufineſs of ftate with relaRance ; and 
xlolved to relinquiſh the toil of government, of which 
ke could no longer enjoy the reward. be 
Hs, therefore, obtained permiſſion to approach the 
throne of our ſovereign; and being aſked what was 
bi; regueſt, he made this reply: May the Lord 
of the world forgive the ſlave whom he has ho- 
„ noured, ff Mira preſume again to lay the bounty of 
Abbas at his feet. Thou haft given me the dominion 
«of a country, fruitful as the gardens of Damaſ/cas ; 
and a city glorious above all others, except that 6n'y 
which reflects the ſplendor of thy preſence. But the 
* fonpeſt life is a period ſcarce ſufficient to prepare far 
death: all other buſineſs is vain and trivial, as the 
oil of emmets in the path of the traveller, unde 
* whoſe foot they periſh for ever; and all enjoyment 
{1s unſubſtantial and evaneſcent, as the colours of the 
bow that appears in the interval of a ſtorm. Suffer 
© me, therefore, to prepare for the approach of eterni- 
ty, let me give up my ſoul to meditation: let ſolitude 
and filence acquaint me with the myſteries of devo- 
tion; let me forget the world, and by the world be 
forgotten, till che moment arrives, in which the veil 
"of eternity ſhall* fall, and 1 ſhall be found at the bar 
"of the ALMIGHTY.” Mirza then bowed 
himſelf to the earth, and ſtood filent. 

BY the command of Abbas it is recorded, that at 
deſe words he trembled upon the throne, at the foot- 
00 of which the world pays homage : he looked round 
Won his nobles.;. but every countenance was pale, and 
tiery eye was upon the earth. No man opened his 
much; and the king firſt broke fileace, after it had 
Witinued near an hour. | 


K 4 Misza, 
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- * Mirza, terror and doubt are come upon me, 
“ am alarmed, as a man who ſuddenly perceives that 
© he is near the brink of a precipice, and is urge 
forward by an irreſiſtible force: but yet I know 10 
„ whether my danger is a reality or a dream, I am; 
* thou art, a reptile of the earth; my life is a momer 
and eternity, in which days and years and ages an 
% nothing, eternity is before me, ſor which I alſo ſhoul 
prepare: but by whom then muſt the Faichful h 
* governed ? by thoſe only, who have no fear of jud 
« ment? by thoſe only, whoſe life is brutal, bd 
< like brutes they do not conſider that they ſhall di 
4% Or who, indeed, are the Faithful? Are the buſy mul 
* titude that crowd the city, in a ſtate of perdition! 
* and is the cell of the Derviſe alone the gate of f 
*© raciſe? To all, the life of a Derviſe is not poſſible: 
« to all, therefore, it cannot be a duty. Depart to th 
*« houſe which has in this city been prepares for thy n 
« ſidence: I will meditate the reaſon of N 
and may he who illuminates the mind of the humbl 
enable me to determine with wiſdom.“ 
MiB Zz A departed; and on the third day having re 
ceived no command, he again requeſted an audience 
and it was granted. When he entered the royal pre 
ſence, his countenance appeared more chearſul; h. 
drew a letter from his boſom, and having kiſſed it he 
preſented it with his right hand. My Lord,“ ſaid he, 
have learned by this letter, which J received fron 
& Co/rou the Iman who ſtands now before thee, i 
what manner life may be beſt improved. I amen 
4 abled to look back with pleaſure, and forward wit 
« hope; and [I ſhall now rezoice fill to be the ſhadoy 
of thy power at Tauris, and to keep thoſe honoun 
& which ] ſo lately wiſhed to reſign.” The king, wid 
had liſtened to Mirza with a mixture of ſurprize an 
curioſity, immediately gave the letter to Cu and 
commanded that it ſhould be read. The eyes of tht 
court were at once turned upon the hoary ſage, whole 
* countenance was ſuffuſed with an honeſt bluſh ; and! 


was not without ſome heſitatioa that he read thel 
« To 


words. 
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To Mirza, whom the wiſdom of Abbas our mighty 
„Lord has honoured with dominion, be everlaſting 
health! When I heard thy purpoſe to withdraw the 


- 0 i blefings of thy government from the thouſands of 
Re Jauris, my heart was wounded with the arrow of 
afliction, and my eyes became dim with ſorrow. But 


ho ſhall ſpeak before the king, when he is troubled 
and who ſhall boaſt of knowledge, when he is di- 
ſueſſed by doubt ? To thee I will relate the events of 
ny youth, which thou haſt renewed before me; and 
thoſe truths which they taught me, may the Prophet 
multiply to thee.” TP 
« Unper the inſtruction of the phyſician Aluzar, I 
obtained an early knowledge of his art. To thoſe 
who were ſmitten with dif-aſe, J could adminiſter 
plants, which the ſun has impregnated with the ſpirit 
„of health But the ſcenes of pain, languor, and 
| mortality, which were perpetually riſing beſore me, 
3 often . I — — 
* open at my feet; I determined, therefore, to con- 
template only the regions beyond it, and to deſpiſe 
' every acquiſition which I could not keep. I con- 
ceived an opinion, that as there was no merit but in 
voluntary poverty, and ſilent meditation, thoſe who 
{ defired money were not proper objects of bounty; 
' and that by all who were proper objects of bounty, 
money was deſpiſed. I, tberefore, buried mine in 
the earth; and renouncing ſociety, I wandered into 

„a wild and ſequeſtered part of the country: m 
dgelling was a cave by the ſide of a hill, 7 
the running water from the ſpring, and eat ſuch fruits 
and herbs as I could find. To increaſe the auſterity 
"of my life, I frequently watched all night, fitting at 
the entrance of the cave with my face to the eaſt, 
' reigning myſelf to the ſecret influences of the Pro- 
phet, and expecting illuminations from above. One 
morning after my nocturnal vigil, juſt as I perceived 
„the horizon glow at. the approach of the ſan, the 
power of ſleep, became irreſiſtible, and I ſunk under 
"It, I imagined myſelf fill fitting at the entrance of 
way cell; that the I ; and that as Ae 
5 e 
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« ed earneſtly for the firſt beam of day, a dark ſpe 


_ ee eee a f *. q 
appeared to intercept it. I perceived that it wa n 
1 motion; it encreaſed in ſize as it drew near, and ils 
“length I diſcovered it to be an eagle. I ſtill kei 


© my eye fixed ſtedfaſtly upon it, and ſaw it alight ; 
« a {mall diſtance, where J now-edeſeried a fox whok 
% two fore legs appeared to be broken. Before thi 
fox the eagle laid part of a kid, which ſhe ha 
brought in her talons, and then diſappeared. Whe 
« J awaked I laid my forehead upon the ground, an 
« blefſed the prophet for the inſtruction of the mornitg 
* I reviewed my dream, and ſaid thus to myſelf 
« Co/rou, thou haſt done well to renounce the tumu 
« the buſineſs, and the van ties of life: but thou hal 
« as yet only done it in part: thou art ſtill every da 
*© buſted in the ſearch of Pod, thy mind is not wholl 
« at reſt, neither is this truſt in PRovro+ xce complete 
What art thou taught by this vifion ? If thou ha 
« feen an eagle commiſſioned by Heaven to feed a ty 
« that is lame, ſhall not the hand of Heaven allo ſap 
{© ply thee: with food; when that which prevents thee 
from procuring it for thyſelf, is not neceſſity but de 
% votion? I was'now ſo confident of a miraculous ſur 
phy, that I neglected to walk out for my repaſt, which 
« after the firſt day, I expected with an impatience tha 
left me little power of attending to any other ob 
*«« jet: this impatience, however, F-laboured to ſup 
«« preſs, and perſiſted in my reſolution ; but my eyes a 
length began to fail me, and my knees {mote eaci 
other; I threw myſelf backward, and hoped m 
« weakneſs would ſoon increaſe to inſenſibility. But! 
was ſudden]y rouſed by the voice of an inviſible being 
«© who pronounced theſe words: Co/rou, I am the ange 
who, by the command of the L MIG H T V, har 
regiſtered the thoughts of thy Fart, which I am no 
commiſſioned to reprove. While thou waſt attempting 
to become wiſe above that which is revealed, thy folly 
has perverted the inſtruction which was vouchſafed thee, 
Art thou diſabled as the Fox? haſt thou not rather the 
rowers of the Eagle? Ariſe, let the Eagle be the ob- 
ie of thy emulation, To pain and ſickneſs, be thou 
28a 
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gun the meſſenger of eaſe. and health, Virtue is not 
>, but action. If thou doſt good to man, as an evi- 
lence of thy love to GO, thy virtue will be exalted 
ſom moral to divine; and that happineſs which is 
the pledge of Paradiſe, will be thy reward upon earth. 
% AT theſe words I was not leſs aſtoniſhed than if a 
« mountain had been overturned at my feet. I 'hum- 
„ bled myſelf in the duſt; I returned to the city; [ 
« dug up my treaſure ; I was liberal, yet I became rich. 


„ My ſkill in reſtoring health to the body, gave me 


« frequevt opportunities of curing the diſeaſes of the 
« ſou]. I put on the ſacred veſtments; I grew eminent 
beyond my merit; and it was the pleaſure of the king 
« that I ſhould ſtand before him. rp therefore, be 
not offended ; I boaſt of no knowledge that I have 
not received; as the ſands of the deſart drink us 
« the drops of rain, or the dew of the morning; ſo 
« do ] alſo who am but duft, imbibe the inſtructions of 
«the Prophet. Believe then that it is he who tells 
« thee, all knowledge is prophane, which terminates 
« in thyſelf; and by a life waſted in ſpeculation, I 'ttle 
« even of this can be gained. When the gates of ca- 
« radiſe are thrown open before thee, thy mind ſhall be 
«41rradiated in a moment; here thou canſt little more 
than pile error upon error; there thou ſhalt build 
„truth upon truth. Wait, therefore, for the glorious 
«yifion; and in the mean time emulate the eagle. 
Much is in thy power; and, therefor-, much is ex- 
« pected of thee. Though the ALMIGHTY only 


«can give virtue; yet, as a prince, thou mayſt ſti- 
« mulate thoſe to beneſicence, who act from no higher 


motive than immediate intereſt :, thou canf{ not pro- 
4duce the principle, but mayſt enforce the practice. 
«The relief of the poor is equal, whether they re- 
*.ceive it from oſtentation, or charity; and the effect 
* of example is the ſame, whether ic be intended to 
* obtain the favour of GOD or may. Let thy virtve 
« be thus diffuſed; and if thou believeſt with r:verence, 
thou ſhalt be accepted above. Farewel. May the 


*-{mile of Hi u who reſides in the Heaven of Heavens, 
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«© be upon thee | and againk thy name in the val 
6 of Bis will, may happineſs be enden . way 
Tus King, whoſe doubts like thoſe of ; Minza wer 
now removed, looked. up with a {mile that communicat. 
ed the joy of his mind. He diſmiſſed the prinee to h 
government; and commanded theſe events to be te- 
corded, to the end that poſterity may know, that no 
4% life is pleaſing to G OD, but that which. is uſeful 
2%, ge et ec onal 


© to Mankind!” ,, 


look into all kinds of men, there are none whom 
onſider with ſo much pleaſure,. as thoſe Who have 
any thing new or extraordinary in their characters, or 
ways of living. For this reaſon I have often amuſed 
myſelf with ſpeculations on the race of people called 
Zewws, many of whom TI have met with in moſt of-the 
conſiderable towns, which I have paſſed through in the 
courſe of my travels. They are, indeed, fo. diflemi. 
nated through all the trading parts of the world, that 
they are become the inſtruments by which the moſt di- 
ſtant nations converſe with one another, and by which 
mankind are knit together in a,general correſpondence: 
they are like the pegs and nails. in a great building, 
which though they are but little valued in themſelves, 
er neceſſary to keep the whole frame to- 
ether. Re 
4 Trar I may not fall into any common. beaten tracts 
of obſervation, I ſhall conſider this people in three 
views: firſt, with regard to their number; ſecondly, thei 
diſperſion; and thirdly, their adherence to their religion; 
and afterwards endeavour to ſhew, firſt, what natural 
reaſons, and ſecondly, what providential reaſons may 
be aligned for theſe three remarkable particulars. 
Tag Fews are looked upon by many to be as numer- 
ous at preſent, as they were formerly in the land of Cas 


Adam. 
1 Tay 


A S Jam one, who by my profeſſion, am obliged 0 
C 
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Tas. is wonderful, eonſideri the dr eadful ſlaugh- 
made of them under ſome of the Roman emperors... 
ii. hiſtorians deſcribe by the death of many hundred 
lands in a war; and the innumerable maſſacres and 
recutions they have undergone in Twrkey, as well as 
all Chriſtian nations of the world. The Rabbins, to 
mreſs.the. great havock which has been ſometimes 
nde of them, tell us, after their uſual manner of hy- 
-rhole, that there were ſuch torrents of holy blood 
ted, as carried rocks of an hundred yards in circum- 
ence above three miles into the ſea. | i 
Tue in diſperſion is the ſecond remarkable particular 
this people. They {warm over all the Za; and are 
led in the remoteſt parts of China: they are ſpread 
co. moſt of the nations of Euroe and ic, and many 


won Wilics of them are eſtabliſhed in the Ve- Indies: not 
ave iſo mention whole nations bordering on Prefer-Fobr's 
, or antry, and ſome diſcovered in the inner parts of 
ſed e ica, if we may give any credit to their own writers. 
Iles Tagix firm adherence to their religion, is no leſs re- 


the Whuckable than their numbers and di on, eſpecially 
the Whinldering it as perſecuted or contemned over the face 
j. de whole earth. This is hkewiſe the more remark 


hen they lived under their kings, in the land of 
% and. within 4 their temple, 1 
[r in the next place we examine, what may be the 


ble, if we conſider the frequent apoſtaſies of this e 
Pro- 


co: 
ng, rural reaſons for theſe three particulars which we find 
ves, WW the Jeu, and which are not to be found in any 


ther religion or people, I can, in the firſt place, attri- 
ate their numbers to nothing but their conſtant employ- 
ſent, their abſtinence, their exemption from wars, and 
pore all, their frequent marriages ; for they look on 


dein elbacy as an aceurſed ſtate, and generally are married 
on ' dare twenty, as hoping the Meſſe may deſcend from 
ral lem. | | 

Tux diſperſion of the Jews into all the nations of 


e earth, is a ſecond remarkable particular of that 
people, tho“ not ſo hard to be accounted for. They 
re always in rebellions and tumults while they had the 
wple and holy city in view, for which reaſon = 
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have often been driven out of their old habitation, 
the land of Promiſe. They have as often been bank 
ed out of moſt other places where they have ſetthe 
which muſt very much diſperſe and ſcatter a people, an 
. oblige. them to ſeek a livelihood where they can find 
Beſides, the whole people is now a race of ſuch m 
Chants as are wanderers by profeſſion, and at the fan 
time are in moſt, if not all, places incapable of eich 
lands or offices, that might engage them to make 21 
part of the world their homme... 
Tuis diſperſion would probably have loſt their re 
gion, had it not been ſecured by the ſtrength of its co 
Litution: for they are to live all in a body, and gem 
rally within the fame incloſure ; to marry among then 
felves, and to eat no meats that are not killed or n 
pared their own way. This ' ſhuts them out from i 
table · con verſation, and the moſt agreeable intercowſ 
of life; and, by conſequence, excludes them from t 
moſt probable means of converfion. 
Ir, in the laſt place, we conſider what provident 
reaſon may be aſſigned for theſe three particulars, 
mall find that their numbers, diſperſion, and adh 
to their religion, have furniſhed every age, and ey 
nation of the world, with the ſtrongeſt arguments k 
the Chriſtian faith; not only as theſe very particul 
are foretold of them, but as they themſelves are the de 
poſitaries of theſe and all the other propheſies, wic 
tend to their own confuſion. Their number furniſh 
us with a ſufficient cloud of witneſſes that atteſt ti 
truth of the Old Bible. Their diſperſron ſpreads the 
witneſſes through all parts of the world: The 
herence to their religion makes their teftimony unque 


verted to Chriſtianity, we ſhould certainly have thong 
all the propheſies of the Old Teſtament, that relate t 
the coming and hiſtory of our Bleſſed Saviour, forget 
by Chriſtians, and have looked upon them, with the 
propheſies of the Sihl, as made many years after tit 
events they pretended to foretel. EW K 
| EIN WA 
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Ong 9 4 AER <1 

ue, in Diſtreſs, repreſented in the Story . of 
ae AM AN DA. [Spe Ne 35. 
05 8 Have more than once had occaſion to mention a 


re G noble ſaying of Seneca the philoſopher, that a vir- 
ous: perſon ſtruggling with misfortunes, and riſing 
bore them, is an object on which the gods themſelves 
e m look down with delight. I ſhall therefore ſet be- 
bee my reader a ſcene of this kind of diſtreſs in pri- 

me life, for the ſpeculation of this dax. 

ce Ax eminent citizen, who had lived in good faſhion 
nd credit, was by a train of accidents, and by an un- 
then woidable perplexity in his affairs, reduced to a low 
r pref condition. There is a modeſty uſually attending fault- 
ſs poverty, Wich made him rather chooſe to reduce 
durſe bs manner of living to his preſent circumſtances, than 
m e ſolicit Ais friends, in order to ſupport the ſhew gf an 
| cate, when the ſubſtance was gone. His wife, who 
entail ves a woman of ſenſe and virtue, behaved herſelf on 
this occaſion with uncommon decency, and never ap- 
reared ſo amiable in his eyes as now. Inſtead of up- 
eren braiding him with the ample fortune ſhe had brought, 
ts fuer the many great offers ſhe had refuſed for his ſake, ſhe 
ua doubled all the inſtances of her affection, while her 
e de huſband was continually pouring out his heart to her in 
v hich complaints, that he had ruined the beſt woman in the 
world, He ſometimes came home at a time when ſhe 
t th did not expect him, and ſurpriſed her in tears; which 
the te endeavoured to conceal, and always put on an air 
of chearfulneſs to receive him. To leſſen their expence, 
tieir eldeſt daughter, (whom I ſhall call Amanda) was 
ſent into the country, to the houſe of an honeſt farmer, 
who had married a ſervant of the family. This young 
woman was apprehenſive of the ruin which was aproach- 
ron ng. and had privately engaged a friend in:the neigh- 
tc dourhood to give her an account of what paſſed from 
ime to time in her father's affairs. Amanda was in the 
bloom of her youth and beauty, when the Lord of the 
Manor, who often called in at the farmer's houſe as he 
Kllowed his country ſports, fell paſſionately in love with 


— 
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her. He was a man of great generolity, but 

looſe education had contracted a hearty averſion — 4 
riage. He therefore entertained a deſign upon 4 \ 
da's virtue, which at preſent he thought fit to keep pr. 76 
vate. The innocent creature, who never ſuſpeded his 
intentions, was pleaſed with his perſon ; and hay; 
obſerved his growing paſſion for her, hoped, by ſo af: 90 
vantageous a match, the might quickly be in a capatiy l 
of ſupporting her impoveriſh'd relations. One day. 
he called to ſee her, he found her in tears over a leger 
ſhe had juſt received from her friend, which gave a 
account that her father had lately been ſtripped of every 
thing by an execution. The lover, who with ſome 
difficulty found out the cauſe of her grief, took this oc 
caſion do make her a propoſal. It is impoſlible a 
expreſs Amanda's confuſion when ſhe found his preten - n 
fions were not honourable. She was now deſerted of be 
all her hopes, and had no power to ſpeak ; but ruſhing Wil © 
from him in the utmoſt diſturbance, locked herſelf wn 
in her chamber. He immediately diſpatched a men WS 
ger to her father with the following letter. _Q 


S IX, : | 
N Have heard of your misfortune, and have offered 
« | your daughter, if ſhe will live with me, to ſettle 
on her four hundred pounds a-year, and to lay down 
«© the ſum for which you are now diſtreſſed. I will be 
© ſo ingenuous, as to tell yon that I do not intend mar 
« riage : but if you are wiſe, you will aſe your autho- 
« rity with ber not to be too nice, when ſhe has an op- 
« portunity of ſaving you and your family, and of make 
© 3ng herſelf bappy. © 

. 4 am, &c. 


Tais letter came to the hands of Amanda's mother; . 
ſhe opened and read it with great ſurpriſe and concern. WM: , 
She did not think it proper to explain herſelf to the b 
meſſenger; but deſiring him to call again the next mor: Wi 
ning, ſhe wrote to her daughter as follows. tl 


Dari 


—_ 
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Degel Child, | n a e | 
OUR father, and I have juſt now received a 
letter from a gentleman who pretends love to 
jou, with a propoſal that inſults our misfortunes, and 
gould throw us to a lower degree of miſery than any 


v1 bing which is come upon us. How could this bar- 
1. harous man think that the tendereſt of parents would 
ati be tempted to ſupply their want, by giving up the beſt 


of children to infamy and ruin? It is a mean and cru 
etter WW zrtifice to make this propoſal at a time when he thinks 
e or neceſſicies muſt compel us to any thing; but we. 
very Bi vill not eat the bread of ſhame ; and therefbre we 
ome charge thee not to think of us, but to avoid the ſnare 
oc Ric is laid for thy virtue. Beware of pitying us: 
eis not ſo bad as you have perhaps been told. All 
den. things will yet be well, and I ſhall write my child 
l of better news. "0 + 

lng WY *1 avs been interrupted. I know not how I was 
e noved to ſay things would mend. As I was going on 
lens I was ſtartled by a noiſe of one that knocked at the 
bor and had brought us an unexpected ſupply of a 
debt which had long been owing. Oh! I will now 
ſell thee all. It is ſome N have lived almoſt 
nithout ſupport, having conveyed what little money I 
could raiſe to your poor father. —Thou-wilt weep to 
think where he is, yet be aſſured be will ſoon be at 
liberty. That cruel letter would have broke his heart, 
but I have concealed it from him. I have no com- 
'panion at preſent beſides little Fanny, who Rands watch- 
ing my looks as I write, and is crying for her ſiſter : 
' ſhe ſays ſhe is ſure you are not well, W diſcover- 
'ed that my preſent trouble is about you. But do not 
think I would thus repeat my ſorrows, to grieve. thee. 
(No, it is to intreat thee not to make them inſupport- 
able, by adding what would be worſe than all. Let 
us bear chearfully an affliction, which we have not 
brought on ourſelves, and remember there is a power 
ho can better deliver us out of it, than by the 


il thy innocence, Heaven preſerve my dear 
chuld. 


he 
5 


Thy affedtionate Mother—— 
Tus 
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Tux meſſenger, notwithſtanding he promiſed to 0 
liver this letter to Amanda, cairied it firſt to his maſt 
who he imagined would be glad to have an opportmi 
of giving it into her hands himfelf. His maſter , 
impatient to know the ſucceſs of his propoſal, 
therefore broke open the letter-privately, to ſee the c 
tents. He was not a little moved at ſo true a pid 
of virtue in diſtreſs ;. but at the ſame time was infiniy 
ſurpriſed to find his offers rejected. However he i 
ſolved not to ſuppreſs the letter, but careſully ſealed 
up again, and carried it to Amana. All his ende 
vours to ſee her were in vain, till ſhe was aſſured} 
brought a letter from her mother. He would not pe 
with it but upon condition that ſhe ſhould read it yit 
out leaving the room. While ſhe was peruſing it, 
fixed his eyes on her face with the deepeſt attentich 
her concern gave a new ſoftneſs to her beauty, a 
when ſhe burſt into tears, he could no longer refrai 
from bearing a part in her ſorrow, and telling her, th 
he too had read the letter, and was reſolved to ma 
_ reparation for having been the occaſion of it. V 
reader will not be diſpleaſed to ſee the ſecond epilt 
Mchich he now wrote to Amanda's mother. 


MADAM. | „ 
© F Ay full of ſhame, and will never forgive myſe 
4 if I have not your pardon for what I lately wrots 
At was far from my intention to add trouble to ti 
alflicted.; nor could any thing but my being a uf 

to you, have betrayed me into a fault, for which, 1 
« live, I ſhall endeavour to make you amends, as ſan 
Fou cannot be unha py while Amanda is your daugh 
© ter: nor ſhall be, if, any thing can prevent it, whid 
is in the power of, | | bes! <0" 
MADAM, 


Your miſt obedient, 
| | humble Servant, 


Tu is letter he ſent by his ſteward, and ſoon ae 
went up to town himſelf to complete the generous i 


.he had now reſolved on. By his friendſhip * 
| an 
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wricving his perplexed affairs. To conclude, he mar- 
red Amanda, and enjoyed the double ſatisfaction of 
ring reſtored a worthy family to their former pro- 
yerity, and of making himſelf happy by an alliance 


9 their virtues. 


9 
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1. W HIS PE RE RS and GIGGLERS among 


a 'R, * ein dice 
t with S the ladies are naturally become the immediate 
by, objects of your care, will you permit a complaint 
ation be inſerted in your paper, which is founded upon a 


matter of fact? They will pardon me, if by laying 
before you a particular inſtance I was lately witne(: to 
of their improper behaviour, I endeavour to expole a 
reigning evil, which ſubjects them to many ſhameful 
imputarions. 15 3K 5 N 

[ xxceived laſt week a dinner card from a friend, 
vith an intimation that I ſhould meet ſome very agree · 
able ladies. At my arrival, I found that the company 
confilſed chiefly of females, who indeed did me the 


relpeds, by their whiſpering each other, and appear- 
Ing to ſtifle a laugh. hen I was ſeated, the ladies 
grouped themſelves up in a:corner, and entered into a 
pirate cabal, ſeemingly to difcourſe upon points of 
great ſecrecy and importance, but of equal merriment 
and diverſion. rf 5 F 

Tus fame conduct of keeping cloſe to their ranks 
vas obſerved at table, where the ladies ſeated 'them - 
res together, Their converſation was here alſo 
tonhned wholly to themſelves, ard ſcemed like the 
myſteries of the Bona Dea, in which men were for- 
baden to have any ſhare. It was a continued laugh 
and a whiſper from the beginning to the end of dinner, 
4 Whole ſentence was ſcarce ever ſpoken aloud. Single 


words, indeed, now and then broke forth; ſuch as 
odious, 


ce Amanda's father was quickly in a conditon of 


" the fair Sex complained of, |[Connoif, Ne 1 4.] 


Jonour to riſe, but quite diſconcerted me in paying my 
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 6dious, horrible, deteflable, ſhocking, HUMBUG, This | 
.new-coined expreſſion, which is only to be found i 
the nonſenſical vocabulary, ſounds abſurd and diſayre 
able, whenever it is pronounced; but from the mont 
of a lady it is © ſhocking, deteſtable, horrible, ar 
„ odious.“ EY 
M y friend ſeemed to be in an uneaſy ſituation 
his own table: but I was far more miſerable, 1] 
mute, and ſeldom dared to lift up my 'eyes from: m 
plate, or turn my head to call for {mall beer, leſt b 
Tome aukward poſture I might draw upon me a w 
per or a laugh. Sancho, when he was forbid to eat 
a delicious banquet ſet before him, could ſcarce appet 
more melancholy, The rueful length of my face mig} 
poſſibly encreaſe the mirth of my tormenters: at le 
their joy ſeemed to riſe in exact proportion with n 
miſery. At length, however, the time of my deliver 
approached. Dinner ended, the ladies made theire 
in pairs, and went off hand in hand whiſpering, lik 
the two kings of Brentford. ? 
Mops men, Mr. Tow n, are deeply wounded 
when they imagine themſelves the objects of ridicule 
contempt : and the pain is the greater, when it is gin 
by thoſe whom they admire, and from whom they 
_ ambitious of receiving any marks of countenance an 
favour. Yet we muſt allow, that affronts are pardons 
ble from ladies, as they are often prognoſtics of fut 
kindneſs. If a lady ſtrikes our cheek, we can vet 
willingly follow the precept of the Goſpel, and tur 
the other cheek to be ſmitten. Even a blow from 
fair hand conveys pleaſure. But this battery of whil 
pers is againſt alf legal rights of war; poiſone 
arrows, and ſtabs in the dark, are not more repugnal 
to the general laws of humanity. « 8 
MopExx writers of comedy often introduce a peſ 
witling into their pieces, who is very ſevere upon ide 
Teſt of the company; but all bis waggery is ſpoke! 
.a/ide. Theſe gigglers and whiſperers ſeem to be adi 
the ſame part in company, that this arch rogue does! 
the play. Every word or motion produces a train. vi 
whiſpers; the dropping of a ſnuff-box, or ſpilling 
| b 
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i fare to be accompanied with a titter ; and up- 
the entrance of any one with ſomething particular 
iis perſon or manner, I have ſeen a whole room in 
"zz like a bee-hive. | 1 | 
Tz1s practice of ' whiſpering, if it is any where al- 
able, may perhaps be indulged the fair ſex at 
urch, where the converſation can only be carried on 
he ſecret ſymbols of a curtſy, an ogle, or a nod. 
whiſper in this place is very often of great uſe, as 
ſerves to convey the moſt ſecret intelligence, which a 
would be ready to burſt with, if ſhe could not find” 
it for it by this kind of auricular confeſſion. * A 
ce of ſcandal tranſpires in this manner from one 
to the other, then preſently whizzes along the 
lancel, from whence it crawls up to the galleries, till 
thit the whole church hums with it. 
Ir were alſo to be wiſhed, that the ladies would be 
kiſed to confine themſelves to whiſpering, in their 
ite conferences at an opera or the play-houſs ; 
ich would be a proper deference to the reſt of the 
Wience, In France, we are told, it is common for the 
pterre to Join with the performers in any favourite 
: but we ſeem to have carried this cuſtom fil fur- 
kr, as the company in our boxes, without concerning 
knſclves in the leaſt with the play, are even louder 
lis the players. The wit and humour of a Vanbrugb 
a Congreve is Frequently, interrupted by a brilliant 
logue between two perſons of faſhion; and a love- 
bile in the ſide-box has often been more attended to, 
ln that on the ſtage. As to their loud burſts of 
lokter at the theatre, they may very well be ex- 
tld, when they are excited by any lively ſtrokes in a 
medy : but T have ſeen our ladies titter at the moſt 
heſsful ſcenes in Romeo and Juliet, grin over the an- 
uh of a Monimia or Belvidera, and fairly laugh King 

ur off the ſtage. 
Tu vs the whole behaviour of theſe ladies is in di- 


contradiction to good manners. They laugh when 
ley ſhould cry, are loud when they ſhould be filent, 
V are ſilent when their converfation is deſirable, If 
an in a ſelect company was thus to laugh or whiſ- 
Per 
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me out of countenance, I ſhould be apt to conti 
it as an affront, and demand an explanation. Ay |, 
the ladies, I would defire them to reflect how mud 
they would ſuffer, if their own weapons were turn, 
againſt them, and the gentlemen ſhould attack the 
with the ſame arts of laughing and whiſpering. But 
however free they may be from our reſentment, the 
are {till open to ill · natured ſuſpicions. They do y, 
conſider, what ſtrange conſtructions may be put 0 
theſe laughs and whiſpers. It were, indeed, of li 
conſequence,. if we only imagined, that they were tak 
ing the reputations of their acquaintance to pieces, ( 
abuſing the company round; but when they indyl, 
themſelves in this behaviour, ſome perhaps may be |; 
to conclude, that they are diſcourſing upon topic; 
which they are aſhamed to ſpeak of in a leſs priya 
IO 8 
Ir the miſconduct, which I have deſcribed, ha 
been only to be found, Mr. To Wx, at my friend 
table, I ſhould not have troubled you with this letter 
But the ſame kind of ill-breeding prevails too oſtet 
and in too many places. The gigglers and the whiſperet 
are innumerable ; they beſet us wherever we go; ay 
it is obſervable, that after a ſhort murmur of whiſpe 
out comes the burſt of laughter: like a gun-powde 
ſerpent, which, after hiſſing about for ſome time, go 
off in a bounce. PSs 
. Some excuſe may perhaps be framed for this i 
timed merriment in the fair ſex. Venus, the goddels, 
beauty, is frequently called the /aughter-lowing dane 
and by laughing our modern ladies may poſſibly in 
gine, that they render themſelves like Yenuz.. I ha 
indeed remarked, that the ladies commonly adju 
their laugh to their perſons, and are merry in propo 
tion as it ſets off their particular charms. One lady 
never further moved than to a ſmile or a ſimper, be 
cauſe nothing elſe ſhews her dimples to ſo much advat 
tage; another, who has a very fine ſet of teeth, rut 
into the broad grin ; while a third, who is admired i 
a well-turned neck and graceful cheſt, calls 2 10 
2 jt | | eaulid 
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atties to view by breaking into violent and repeated 
al; of laughter. | | 


»it a reſerve on the fair ſex. | Let them laugh at a 
Ader; but let them declare openly, that it is a fea- 
which occaſions their mirth. 1 muſt confeſs, that 


ne: but a whiſper: is unbecoming at all ages and in 
d ſexes ; nor ought it ever to be praftifed, except 


jipering place in Glouceffer cathedral, where two 
hſperers hear each other at the diſtance of five and 


u yards. : 1 
* Ian, SIR, 


— 
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BETS, and the Cuſtom of PIT TING, as 
jratiſed at White's. 


N Fa IEND of mine, who belongs to the Stamp- 
Office, aquaints me, that the revenue ariſing 


ry year; and that it now brings in near fix times 
nderful, when we conſider, that gaming is now be- 
it the tranfactions of the two clubs at White's, than 
proceedings of both houſes of parliament. Thus 


happens, that eſtates are now almoſt as frequently 


Its; and the chariots of many of our nobility may 


ud (like Bafer's in the play) to roll upon the four 
T41s love of gaming has taken ſuch entire poſſeſ- 
in, The management of a diſpute was formerly at- 


ted by reaſan and argument; but the new way of 
ö adjuſting 


[ woULD not be underſtood to impoſe gravity or too 


ohter becomes the young, the gay, and the hand- 


the round gallery at St. Paul's, or in the famous 


Dur humble Servant. 


[Connoiſ. N* 15. J 
in the duty on cards and dice continues to inereaſe 


ne than it did at firſt, This will not appear very 


pe rather the buſineſs than amuſement. of our per- 
6 of quality; and that they are more concerned a- 


ade over by whiſt and hazard, as by deeds and ſettle · 


| of their ideas, that it infects their common conver- 
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adjuſting all difference of qpinion is by the ſword 
a wager : ſo that the only genteel method of difeni; 
is to riſk a thouſand” pounds, or take your chance 
being run through the body. The ſtrange cuſtom 4 
— * every thing by a wager is ſo univerſal, chat 
(in imitation of Swr/fr) any body was to publiſh x (; 
cimen of | Polite Corverfation, inſtead of old ſayin 
trite repartees, he would in all probability fill his d 
logues with little more than bet after bet, or now 21 
then a calculation of the ddde.1 

Wu1rTe's, the preſent grand ſcene of theſe tra 
actions, was formerly diſtinguiſhed by gallantry andi 
trigue. During the publication of the Tarr x, $ 
Richard Steel thought proper to date all his love. e 
from chat quatter: but it would now be as abſurd 
pretend to gather any ſuch intelligence from hize's, 

to ſend to Batſen's for a lawyer, or to the Nells col 

houſe for a man- midwiſe. 5 

Tu E gentlemen, who now frequent this place, pr 
feſs 2 kind of anjyerſal ſcepticiſm; 29A they log 
upon every thing as dubious,” put the iſſue upon 
wager, T here 1s nothing, however trivial or ridic 
lous, which is not capable of producing a bet. Mat 
pounds have been loſt upon the colour of a coach-horl 


U 


an article in the news, or the change of the weaths 4 
The birth of a child has brought great advantages . 
ſons not in the leaſt related to the family it was be a] 
in; and the breaking off a match has affected mail. 
ia their fortunes, beſides the parties immediately co F 
cerned. * | a 
Bu r the moſt extraordinary part of this faſhionail, 
practice is, what in the gaming dialect is called 5 
TING one man againſt another ; that is, in plain Bug 0 
wagering which of the two will live longeſt. In vi” 
manner, people of the moſt oppoſite charaQers mil 11 
up the ſubject of a bet. A player perhaps is pitted WM” | 
gainſt a duke, an alderman againſt a biſhop, or a pi 1 
with a privy-counſellor. There is ſcarce one rem: 5 
able perſon, upon whoſe life there are not many tho 3 


ſand pounds depending; or one perſon of quality, wit 
death will not leave ſeveral of theſe kinds of mortgaę 
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qpon his eſtate, The various changes in the health of 
one, who is the ſubject of many bets, occaſion very 
rious reflections in thoſe, who have ' ventured large 
ſms on his life and death. Thoſe, who would £ 
ners by his deceaſe, upon every light indiſpoſition, 
gatch all the ſtages of his illneſs, and are as impatient 
for his death, as the undertaker who expects to have 
the care of his funeral ; while the other ſide are very 
llicicous about his recovery, ſend every hour to know 
how he does, and take as much care of him, as a 
dergyman's witg does of her huſband, who has no 
ther fortune than his living. I remember a man with 
the conſtitution of a porter, upon whoſe life very great 
odds were laid ; but when the perſon he was pitted a- 
rainſt, was expected to die every week, this man ſhot 
linfelf through the head, and the knowing ones were 
Aken in. | | : | 
Tuovan molt of our follies are imported from 
France, this has had it's riſe and progreſs entirely in 
ligland. In the laſt illneſs of Louis the fourteenth, 
bd Starr laid a wager on his death; and we may 
weſs what the French thought of it, from the manner 
u which Voltaire mentions it in his Siecle de Louis xiv. 
Je Roi fut attaque vers le milieu du mois d*'Aont. 
Je Comte de Stair Ambaſſadeur d'Angleterre PA NIA, 
hn le genie de Ja nation, que le Roi ne paſſeroit pas 
e mois de Septembre.“ The King (ſays he) was 
"taken ill about the middle of Auguſt ; when Lord 
* ſtair, the ambaſſador fm England, BETTED, ac- 
cor ding to the genius of his nation, that the King would 
"not live beyond September.“ 
lam in ſome pain, leſt this cuſtom ſhould-get among 
be dies- They are at preſent very deep in cards 
nd dice; and while my lord is gaming abroad, her 
kdyſhip has her route at home, I am inclined to ſuſ- 
ect, that our women of faſhion will alſo learn to divert 
ſemſelves with this polite practice of laying wages. A 
th-day ſuit, the age of a beauty, who invented a 
priicular faſhion, or who were ſuppoſed to be together 
{the laſt maſquerade, would frequently give occaſion 
kr bets. This would afford them a new method = 
L l | the 
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the ready propagation of ſcandal ; as the truth 5 
ſeveral ſtories, which are continually flying about the 
town, would naturally be brought to the ſame teſt. 
Should they proceed further to ſtake the lives of their 
acquaintance againſt each other, they would doubtleſs 
bet with the ſame fearleſs ſpirit, as they are known to 
do at brag : one huſband perhaps would be pitted a 
gainſt another, or a woman of the town againſt a maid 
of honour. In a word, if this once becomes faſhion. 
able among the ladies, we may ſoon ſee the time, when 00 
an allowance for bet-money will be ſtipulated in the mar: 
riage articles. Wat 

As the vices and the follies of perſons of diſtinction 
are very apt to ſpread, | am alſo much afraid, leſt this 
branch of gaming ſhould deſcend to the common peo-fni: 
ple. Indeed, it ſeems already to have got among ni 
them. We have frequent accounts in the daily paper 
of tradeſmen riding, walking, eating and drinking, for 
a wager. The conteſted' election in the city bas e- in 
caſioned ſeveral extraordinary bets : I know a butcher 
in Leaden Hall market, who laid an ox to a ſhin of 
beef, on the ſucceſs of Sir John Barnard againſt then 
field; and have been told of a publican in Thames fret, Win; 
who ventured an hogſhead of entire butt, on the can: 
didate who ſerves him with beer. 

We may obſerve, that the ſpirit of gaming diſplays 
itſelf with as much variety among the loweſt, as the 
higheſt order of people. It is the ſame thing, whe: 
ther the dice rattle in an orange barrow, or at the 
hazard table. A couple of chairman in a night. cela t 
are as eager at put or all- fours, as a party at St. Tames's 
at a rubber of whiſt; and the E O table is but an 
higher ſort of Merry go- round, where you may get lit 
half-pence for one, ſix pence for one, and ſix two- Hue 
pences for one. If the practice of pitting ſhould be ek. 
alſo propagated among the vulgar, it will be common 
for prize: fighters to ſtake their lives againſt each other; 
and two pickpockets may lay, which of them ſhall firk 

go to the gallows. 
To give the reader a full idea of a perſon of faſhion 
Wholly employed in this manner, I ſhall conclude my 
| | paper 
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2 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 219 


with the character of AMontano. Montano was 
torn heir to a nobleman remarkable for deep play; 
tm whom he very early imbibed the principles of 
ming. When he firft went to ſchool, he ſoon be- 
ame the moſt expert of any of his play-fellows : he 
1s fure to win all their marbles at taw, and would 
aten ſtrip them of their whole week's allowance at 
ack. He was afterwards at the head of every match 
it foot-ball or cricket ; and when he was captain, he 
wok in all the big boys by making a lottery, but went 
may without drawing the prizes. He is ſtill talked of 
the ſchool, for a famous diſpute he had with ano» 
ther of his own caſt about their ſuperiority in learning; 
which they decided, by tofling up heads or tails who 
#13 the beſt ſcholar. Being too great a genius for our 
miverſities at home, he was ſent abroad on his travels, 
hut never got further than Paris; where having loſt a 
onſiderable bet of four to one concerning the taking 
itown in Flanders, he was obliged to come back with 
few guineas he borrowed to bring him over. Here 
e ſoon became univerſally known by frequenting every 
aming-table, and attending every horſe-race in the 
lugdom. He firſt reduced betting into an art, and 
nide NPhite's the grand market for wagers. He is at 
ngth ſuch an adept in this art, that whatever turn 
lings take, he can never loſe: this he has effeQed, 
Y what has he taught the world to call hedging à bet. 
There is ſcarce a conteſted election in the kingdom, 
ich will not end to his advantage; and he has lately 
nt over commiſſions to Parzs to take up bets on the 
call of the parliament. He was the firſt, that ſtruck 
It the above-mentioned practice of pitting ; in which 
15 ſo thoroughly verſed, that the death of every per- 
n of 1 be ſaid to bring him a legacy; and 
e has ſo contrived the bets on his own life, that (live 
die) the odds are in his favour. 
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Lon ton every Sunday. It is incredible how many thoy 
ſand buns are devoured in that one day at Che//ca and 
Paddington; and how much beer is ſwallowed at Ing 


e the Sabbath is a very fine inſtitution, ſince the ver 


over. runs the front, and is placed as near to the 70: 


220 THE MORAL MISCELLANy. 


On the AMUSEMENTS SF SUNDAay. 
| Connoiſ. No 261 


\ GenTLEMAn of my acquaintance lately laid be 
fore me an eſtimate of the conſumption of bread 
and cheeſe, cakes, ale, &c. in all the little towns nei 


ton and Mile End, Upon the whole I was vaſtly enter 
tained with a review of this eſtimate, and could ng 
help approving the obſervation of Tom Brown, © thi 


« breaking it is the ſupport of half the villages aboy 
* our metropolis,” - | 
Ou common people are very obſervant of that pa 
of the commandment, which enjoins them to do n( 
manner of work on that day, which they alſo ſeem t 
underſtand as a licence to devote it to pleaſure. The 
take this opportunity of thruſting their heads into th 
pillory at Georgia, being ſworn at Highgate, and roll 
ing down Flamſiead-Hill in the park at Greenwich 


As they all aim at going into the country, nothing 8 
be a greater misfortune to the meaner part of the i 
habitants of Lenden and Weſiminfter than a rainy Sulit ,, 
day; and how many honeſt people would be baut 
of a rid once a week, if the legiſſature was to | mil. 
the hired one horſe chaiſes working on that day to Wl; 
certain number as well as the hackney coaches. 97 
Txt ſubſtantial tradeſman is carried to his ſnug box ly 


which has nothing rural about it except the ivy th; elec 


tide as poſſible, where the pleaſure of ſeeing carriage 
aſs under his viindow amply compenſates fo his bein 
almoſt ſmothered with duſt. The few ſmart prentice 
who are able to ſit àn horſe, may be ſeen ſpurn 
their broken-winded hacks up the hills; and the good 
natured huſband together with his mate is dragge 
along the road to the envy and admiration of tl 
foot-paſſenger, who (to compleat the Sunday 505 
| trudhgt 
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tadges patiently with a child in one arm, while his 
beloved doxy leans on the other, and waddles at his 
ide ſweltering beneath the unuſual weight of an hoop- 
eticoat. | 
lr is rot to be ſuppofed, that the country has in itſelf 
ny peculiar attractive charms to thoſe who think them- 
eres out of the world, if they are not within the 
bund of Boo Bell. To moſt of our cockneys it ſerves 
only as an excuſe for eating and drinking; and they 
xt out of town, merely becauſe they have nothing to 
o at home: a brick-kiln ſmells as ſweet to them as a 
farm yard; they would paſs by a barn or an hay- ſtack 
without notice; but they rejoice at the ſight of every 
edge ale-houſe, that promiſes good home- brew'd. As 
the reſt of a cit's life is regular and uniform, his Sun- 
by diverſions have as little variety; and if he was to 
take a journal of them, we might ſuppoſe that it would 
un much in the following manner. RT 

SunDAY—DOverſlept myſelf— Did not riſe till nine— 
Was a full hour in pulling on my new double.channel'd 
pumps—Could get no breakfaft, my wife being buſy 
n drefling herſelf for church. | 

AT ten—Family at church—Self walked to Mother 
kidcap'—Smoked balf a pipe, and drank a pint or the 
Alderman's. N. B. The beer not ſo good as at the 
Hlam and Ewe at Pancras. | 

Drug at one—Pudding not boiled enough, ſuet 
nuſty— Wife was to drive me in an one horſe-chaiſe to 
te Mother Well's at Enaſeld- M aſb, but it looked likely 
o ain — Took a nap, and poſted ſeven pages from my 
lay-book till five. Mem Colonel Promiſe has loſt his 
tection, and is turned out of his place To arreſt him 
0-morrow. ; 

AT fix Mrs. Deputy to drink tea with my wiſe—T 
lite their ſlip-ſlops—Called on my neighbour the Com- 
non-Council-Man, and took a walk with bim to ing- 
* | | 
Frou ſeven to eight—Smoked a pipe at the Ca, 
tat an heart-cake, and drank two pints of cyder. 
N. B. To drink cyder often, becauſe neighbour tells me 
ts good for the ſtone and gravel, | 
L 3 
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Ar nine—Got to town again, very much fatigued 
with the journey—Pulled off my claret- coloured coat, 
and blue ſattin waiſtcoa:. Went to club, ſmoked three 
Pipes, came home at twelve, and ſlept very ſoundly, 
till the prentice called me to go and take out a wit 
againſt Colonel Promiſe. | 

As to perſons of quality, like Lady Loverule in the 
farce, they cannot fee why one day ſhould be more 
holy than an another: therefore Sunday wears the ſame 
face with them, as the reſt of the week. According]y, 
for ſome part of this ſummer Ranelagb was opened on 
Sunday eveuings ; and I cannot help wondering that 
the cuttom did not continue. It muſt have been very 
convenient to paſs away the time there, tal the hour 
of meeting at the card-table; and it was certainly 
more decent to fix aſſignations there, than at church, 

Goix to church may, indeed, be reckoned among 
our Sunday amuſements, as it is made a mere matter 
of diveriion among many well-meaning people, who 
are induced to appear in a place of worthip from the 
ſame mo-ives, that they frequent other public places, 
To ſome it anſwers all the purpoſes of a rout or al. 
ſembly,—to fee and be ſeen by their acquaintance; and 
and from their bows, nods, curt'h:s, and loud convers 
ſations, ove might conclude that they imagined them: 
ſelves in a drawing room. To others it affords the 
cheap opportunity of ſhewing their take for dreſs : Not 
a few, I believe, are drawn together in our cathedrals 
and larger churches by the influence of the muſic a- 
ther than the prayers, and are kept awake by a jig 
from the organ-loft, though they are lulled to ſleep by 
the harangue from the pulpit. A well diſpoſed chnk 
tian will go a mile from his own houſe to the Temple 
Church, not becauſe a Sherlock is to preach, bu. t0 
hear a Solo from Stanley. | 

Bor though going to church may be deemed a kind 
of amuſement, yet upon modern principles 1t appeais 
ſuch a very odd one, that I am at a loſs to account for 
the reaſons, which induced our anceſtors to give into 
that method of paſſing their Sunday. At leaſt it is fe 
wholly incompatible with the polite ſyſtem of life, that 

es 3 
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iperſon of faſhion (as affairs are now managed) finds 
; abſolutely impoſſible to comply with tais practice. 
Then again the ſervice always begins at ſuch unfaſhion- 
ible hours, that in the morning a man muſt huddle on 
lis cloaths like a boy to run to ſchool, and in an after- 
noon muſt inevitably go without his dinner. In order 


he WW © remove all theſe objections, and that ſome ritual 
ore Ml nzy be eſtabliſhed in this kingdom agreeable to our in- 
me WM nations and confiitent with our practice, the follow- 


mg SCHEME has been lately ſen me in order to ſubmit 
tto the ſerious conſideration of the public. | 
Inprimis, Ir is humbly propoſed, that Chriſtianity 
te entirely aboliſhed by Act of Parliament, and that 
i other religion be impoſed on us in it's ſtend ; but as 
he age grows daily more and more enliahtened, we 


aly 
„ay at laſt be quite delivered from the influence of 
no WF uperltition and bigotry. 


Stondly, THAT in order to prevent our ever relap-, 
ing into pious errors, and that the common people may 
wot loſe their holiday, every Sunday be ſet apart to 
eummemorate our victory over all religion; that the 


al-WMChorches be turned into Free-thinking Meeting- Houſes, 
nd Wand diicourſes read in them to confute the doctrine of a 
ere WH ſuure ftate, the immortality of the ſoul, and other ab- 
m- WW ard _ which ſome people now regard as objects 
he al belief. 8 


Mirdly, Thar a Ritual be compiled exactly oppoſite 
v our prelent Liturgy ; and that inſtead of reading 
pions of Scripture, the firſt and ſecond leſſons thall 
writ of a ſection of the Poſt-bumous Works of Lord 
bringbroke, or of a few pages from the writings of 
aa, Chubb, Maundewille, Hobbes, Collins, Tindal, &c. 
hm which writers the preachers ſhall alſo take their 
text. | 

Fourth'y, THAT the uſual Feaſts and Faſts, w:z. 
Unilimas Day, Eaſter Sunday, Trinity Sunday, &c. 
le fill preſerved ; but that on thoſe days di/courtes be 
Blvered ſaitable to the occaſion, containing a refuta- 
Wn of the Nativity, the Reſurrection, te Trinity, 


le. | 
L 4 Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, Taart inſtead of the vile melody of a cle 
 bawling out two ſtaves of Sternbold and Hophins, or 2 
cathedral choir ſinging anthems from the pſalter, ſonel | 
of the moſt faſhionable cantatas, opera-airs, ſongs, cli 
catches, be performed by the beſt voices for the enter- be 
tainment of the company. þo't 

La/ily, Ta amr the whole ſervice be conducted with 
ſuch taſte and elegance, as may render theſe Free. think. 
ing Meeting Houſes as agreeable as the Theatres ; and 
that they may be even more judiciouſly calculated ſo 
the propagation of atheiſm and infidelity, than the 
Robin Hied Society or the Oratory in Clare Market. _ 


SWG enen, 


On CLEANLINESS, [ Spect. Ne 631. . 
[| Hap occaſion to go a few miles out of town, ſome 

days fince, in a ſtage coach, where I hzd for m 
fellow-travellers a dirty beau, and a pretty young quake 
woman, Having no inclination to talk much at tha 
time, I placed myſelf backward, with a defign to er 
vey them, and pick a ſpeculation out of my two com 
panions. Their different figures were ſufficient of them 
ſelves to draw my attention. The gentleman was del 0 
ſed in a ſuit, the ground whereof had been black, ui”: 
J perceived from fome few ſpaces that had eſcaped the 
powder, which was incorporated with the greateſt par 
of his coat : his periwig, which coſt no ſmall ſum, wal 
after ſo ſlovenly a manner caſt over his ſhoulders, thi 
it ſeemed not to have been combed fince the year 1712 
his linen, which was not much concealed, was daubec 
with plain Spaniſb from the chin to the loweſt button 
and che diamond upon his finger (which natural 
dreaded the water) put me in mind how it ſparkled' 
midſt the rubbiſh of the mine, where it was firſt dif 
covered. On the other hand, tte pretty quaker ap 
peared in all the elegance of cleanlineſs. Not a ſpeck 
was to be ſound on her. A clear clean oval face, jul 
edged about with little thin plaits of the pureſt cam 


br:c, received great advantage: from the ſiiade * 
| 7 ac 
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Wk hood; as did the whiteneſs of her arms from 
it ſober coloured ſtuff, in which ſhe had clothed her- 
. The plainneſs of her dreſs was very well ſuited 
the ümplicity of her phraſes, all which put together, 
Wy they could not give me a great opinion of her re- 
"on, they did of her innocence. 
Tz1s adventure occaſioned my throwing together a 
; hints upon c/ean/ine/3, which I ſhall conſider as one 
the half-wirtues, as Ariſtotle calls them, and ſhall re- 
ammend it under the three following heads. As it is 
mark of politeneſs ; as it produees love; and as it 
ears analogy to purity of mind. i 
Fir, I is a mark of politeneſs. It is oniverſally* 
geed upon, that no one, unadorned with this virtue, 
un go into company without giving a manifeſt offence, 
he eaſier or higher any one's fortune is, this duty 
ies proportionably. The different nations of the 
old are as much diſtinguiſhed by their cleanlineſs,” as: 
jy their arts and ſciences. The more any country. is 
ized, the more they conſult this part of politeneſs. 
de need but compare our ideas of a female Hettentot 
ud an Eng/i/þ beauty to be ſatisfied of the truth of 
phat hath been advanced. ; 
Ix the next place, cleanlineſs may be ſaid to be the 
ber- mother of love. Beauty indeed moſt commonly 
roduces that paſſion in the mind, but cleanlineſs: pre- 
eres it. An indifferent face and perſon, kept in per- 
wal neatneſs, hath won many a heart from a pretty 
mern. Age itſelf is not unamiable, while it is pre- 
krved clean and unſullied : like a piece of metal con - 
kintly kept ſmooth and bright, we look on it with 
lore pleaiure than on a new veſſel that is canker'd with 


7k 


Juror obſerve further, that as cleanlineſs renders 
u agreeable to others, ſo it makes us eaſy to ourſelves ; 
lat it is an excellent preſervative of health; and that. 
lveral vices, deſtructive both to mind, and body, are 
peonſiſtent with the habit of it. But theſe reflections 
| hall leave to the leiſure of my readers, and ſhall ob- 
krve in the third place, that it bears a great analogy 

L 5 5 wich 
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with purity of mind, and naturally inſpires refined ſen 
timents and paſſions. 3 
Ws find from experience, that through the preva 
lence of cuſtom, the moſt vicious actions loſe their hor 
rar, by being made familiar to us. On the contrary 
thoſe who live in the neighbourhood of good examples 
fly from the firſt appearances of what is ſhocking, 
fares wich us much after the ſame manner, as our Ideas 
Our ſenſes, which are the inlets to all the images con 
veyed to the mind, can only tranſmit the impreſſion « 
ſuch things as uſually ſurround them. So that pur 
and unſullied thoughts are naturally ſuggeſted to i} 
mind, by thoſe objects that perpetually encompaſs ug 
when they are beautiful and elegant in their kind. 
In the Eaſt, where the, warmth of the climate make 
cleanlineſs more immediately neceſſary than in colde 
countries, it is made one part of their religion: th 
| Fewih law, (and the Mabometan, which in ſome thing 
copies after it) is filled with _— purifications, art 
other rites of the like nature. Though there is th 
above-named convenient reaſon to be aſſigned for theſ 
ceremonies, the chief intention undoubtedly was to ty 
. Pify inward purity and cleanneſs of heart by thoſe out 
ward waſhings. We read ſeveral injunctions of thi 
kind. in the book of Deuteronomy, which confirm thi 
truth; and which are but ill accounted for by ſaying 
as ſome do, that they were only inſtituted for con 
venience in the deſert, which otherways could not hav 
been habitable for ſo many years. 
I sHALL - conclude this eſſay, with a ſtory which 
have ſome where read in an account of Mabometan ſu 
perſtitions. | 
A Dervile of great ſanflity one morning had thi 
misfortune as he took up a cryſtal cup, which was con 
ſecrated to the prophet, to let it fall upon the ground 
and daſh it in pieces. His fon coming in, ſometimg 
after, he ſtretched out his hand to bleſs him, as hi 
manner was every morning ; but the youth going out 
ſtumbled oer the threſhold and broke his arm. A 
the old Wan * at theſe events, 2a caravan pi 
: 
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len Aby in its way from Mecca. The Derwiſe approach- 
ditto beg a bleſſing; but as he ſtroked one of the 
dy camels, he received a kick from the beaſt, that 
hey bruiſed him. His ſorrow and amazement in- 
taſked upon him, till he recollected that thro' hurry 
x inadvertency he had that morning come abroad 
thout waſhing his hands. | 


pur | 

E Story f ABD ALL AH and BALSORA. 
1 [Guard. Ne 167. ] 
ake 


HE following ftory is lately tranſlated out of an 
Arabian manuſcript, which I think has very much 
e turn of an oriental tale; and as it has never before 


We printed, 1 queſtion not but it will be highly ac- 
able to my reader. | | 
be Ta name of Helim is fill famous through all the 


lern parts of the world. He is called among the 
ans, even to this day, Helim the great phyſician, 
fle was acquainted with all the powers of fimples, un- 
food all the influences of the ſtars, and knew the 
gets that were engraved on the ſeal of Solomon the 
IM of David. Helim was alſo governor of the Black 
lice, and chief of the phyſicians to Alnareſchin the 
pat king of Perſia. 8 
ALNARESCHzA was the moſt dreadful tyrant that ever 
epned in this country. He was of a fearful, ſuſpici- 
tt, and cruel nature, having put to death upon very 
ght jealouſies and ſormiſes five and thirty of his 
ens, and above twenty ſons whom he ſuſpeRed to 
kre conſpired againſt his life. Being at length wezrt- 
d vith.the exerciſe of ſo many crueities in his cn 
amily, and fearing left the whole race of Caliphs 
hould be entirely loſt, he one day ſent for Helim and 


ou 
AWicke to him after this manner. © Helim,” faid he, 
al" | have long admired thy great wiſdom, and retired 


"way of living. I ſhall now ſhew thee the entire 


* confidence which I place in thee. I have only two 
L 6 & {ons 
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* ſons remaining, who are as yet but infants. It i 


— aro #4 


for Helim the next morning, and told him it was nov 


— ———— — wt wor 
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| fate of all thoſe unhappy women who had been thu 
advanced 
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my deſign that thou take them home with thee, ane 
* educate them as thy own. Train them up in the 
* humble unambitious purſuits of knowledge. By thiy 
% means ſhall the line of Caliphs be preſerved, and ny 
children ſucceed after me, without aſpiring to my 
„ throne whilſt I am yet alive.” The words of my lor 
the king ſhall be ever obeyed, ſaid Helim. After whic 
he bowed, and went out of the kings preſence, Hi 
then received the children into his own houſe, and fron 
that time bred them up with him in the ſtudies of knoy 
ledge and virtue. The young princes loved and re 
ſpected Helim as their father, and made ſuch improye 
ments under him, that by the age of one and twent 
they were inſtructed in all the learning of the E; 
The name of the eldeſt was Ibrahim, and of the young 
eſt Abdallah. They lived together in ſuch a perſes 
friendſhip, that to this day it is ſaid of intimate friend: 
that they live together like Ibrahim and Abdallat 
Helim had an only child, who was a girl of a fin 
ſoul, and a moſt beautiful perſon. Her father omittet 
nothing in her education, that might make her the mol 
accompliſhed woman of her age. As the young prince 
were in a manner excluded from the reſt of the world 
they frequently converſed with this lovely virgin, wt 
had been brought up by her father in the ſame courl 
of knowledge and of virtue. Abdallah, whoſe: mint 
was of a ſofter turn than that of his brother, grew b 
degrees ſo enamoured of her converſation, that he di 
not think he lived, when he was not in company wil 
his beloved Balſora, for that was the name of the maid 
T he fame of her beauty was ſo great, that at length! 
came to the-ears of the king, who pretending to vil 
the young princes bis ſons, demanded of Helim th 
fight of Balſora his fair daughter. The king was { 
inflamed with her beauty and behaviour, that he {er 


=—— = => = = = = = 
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hi: defign to recompenſe him for all his faithful ſervices 
and that in order to it, he intended to make his daug) 
ter queen of Perſia. Helim, who knew very well th 
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alranced, and could not but be privy. to the ſecret love 
and shich Abdallah bore his daughter, Far be it,” ſays 


the be, © from the king of Perſia to contaminate the blood 
thigh of the Caliphs, and join himſelf in marriage with 
dm the daughter of his phyſician.” The king however, 
> moi was impatient for ſuch a bride, that without hearing 
lor ny excuſes, he immediately ordered Balſora to be ſent 
bie for into his preſence, keeping the father with him, in 

ST oder to make her ſenſible of the honour which he de- 
fron foned her. Balſora, who was too modeſt and humble 
now t think her beauty had made ſuch an impreſſion on 


the king, was a few moments after brought into his 
ove preſence as he had commanded, $134 $255:5) 
Su appeared in the king's eye as one of the vir- 
zins of paradiſe. But upon hearing the honour which 
he intended her, ſhe fainted away, and. fell down as 
dead at his feet. Helim wept, and after having re- 
covered her out of the trance into which ſhe was fal- 
len, repreſented to the king, that ſo unexpected an ho- 
nour was too great to have been communicated to her 
all at once; but that, if he pleaſed, he would himſelf 
prepare her for it. The king bid him take his own 
way, and diſmiſſed him. Balſora was conveyed again 
to her father's houſe, where the thoughts of Abdallah 
renewed her affliction every moment; inſomuch that at 


ur length ſhe fell into a raging fever. The king was in- 
1 fo:med of her condition by thoſe that ſaw her. Helim 
i finding no other means of extricating her from the dif- 
di icolties ſhe was in, after having compoſed her mind, 


and made her acquainted with his intentions, gave her 
a certain potion, which he knew would lay her aſleep 
for many hours; and afterwards in all the ſeeming diſ- 
treſls of a diſconſolate father informed the king ſhe was 
bead. The king, who never let any ſentiments of hu- 
manity come too near his heart, did not much trouble 
timſelf about the matter; however, for his own repu- 
tation, he told the father, that ſince it was known 
tiroagh the empire that Balſora died at a time when he 
deſigned her for his bride, it was his intention that ſhe 
ſhould be honoured as ſuch after her death, Ma + 
; | : | | | De * 
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body ſhould be laid in the Black Palace, among thoſe 
of his deceafed queens. 5 e 

Iv the mean time Abdallah, who had heard of the 
king*s deſign, was not leſs afflicted than his beloved 
Balſora. As for the ſeveral circumſtances of his dif 
treſ:, as alſo how the king was informed of an irte. 
coverable diſtemper into which he was fallen, they are 
to be found at length in the hiſtory of Helim. It ſhall 
ſaflice to acquaint the reader, that Helim, ſome days 
after the ſappoſed death of his daughter, gave the 
prince-a potion of the fame nature with that which 
had laid afleep Balſora. | 

IT is the cuſtom among the Perſians, to convey in a 
private manner the bodies of all the royal family, a lit. 
tle after their death, into the Black Palace; which is 
the repoſitory of all who are deſcended from the Ca. 
liphs, or any way allied to them. The chief phyfician 
is always governor of the Black Palace; it being hi 
office to embalm and preſerve the holy family after 
they are dead, as well as to take care of them while 
they are yet living. The Black Palace is fo called from 
the colour of the building, which is all of the fineſt! 
poliſhed black marble. There are always burning in 
it five thouſand everlaſting lamps. It has alſo a hun- 
dred folding doors of ebony, which are each of them 
watched day and night by a hundred negroes, who are 
to take care that no body enters, beſides the gover- 
nor. 

HE LI M, after having conveyed the body of his 
daughter into this repoſitory, and at the appointed time 
received her out of the ſleep into which ſhe was fallen, 
took care ſome time after to bring that of Abdallah in- 
to the ſame place. Balſora watched over him till fuck 
time as the doſe he had taken loft its effect. Abdallah 
was not acquainied with Helim's deſign when he gave 
bim this ſleepy potion. It is impoſſible to deſcribe the 
_ ſurpriſe, the joy, the tranſport he was in at his firſt a- 
waking. He fancied himſelf in the retirements of the 
bleſt, and that the ſpirit of his dear Balſora, who he 
thought was juſt gone before him, was the firſt who 
came to congratulate his arrival, She ſoon _— 

im 
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vn of the place he was in, which, notwithſtanding all 
« horrors, appeared to him more {weet than the boyw- 
gol Mahomet, in the company of his Balſora. 
HzilM, who was ſuppoſed to be tuken up in the 
mbalming of the bodies, viſited the place very fre- 
weatly, His greateſt perplexity was how to get the 
vers out of it, the gates being watched in ſuch a 
nanaer as I have before related. This confideration 
ad not a little difturb the two interred lovers. At 
ogth Helim bethonght himſelf, that the firſt day of 
he fall moon of the month Tizpa was near at hand. 
Now it is a received tradition among the Perſians, that 
de ſouls of thoſe of the royal family, who are in a 
be of bliſs, do, on the firſt füll moon after their 
keene, paſs through the eaſtern gate of the Black 
Mace, which is therefore called the gate of Paradiſe, 
it order to take their flight for that happy place. He. 
im therefore having made due peparation for this 
übt, dreſſed each of the lovers in a robe of azure filk, 
wrought in the fineſt looms of Perſia, with a long 
tain of linen whiter than ſnow, that floated on the 
round behind them. Upon Abdalla's head he fixed a 
greath of the greeneſt myrtle, and on Balſora's a gar- 
und- of the freſheſt roſes. Their garments were ſcent- 
d with the richeſt perfames of Arabia. Having thus 
* every thing, the full moon was no ſooner up, 
ud ſhining in all its brightneſs but he privateiy open- 
d the gate of paradiſe, and ſhut it after the ſame man- 
ter, as ſoon as they had paſſed through it. The band 
i negroes who were poſted at a little diſtance from 
he gate, ſeeing two ſuch beautiful apparitions, that 
towed themſelves to advantage by the light of the 
full moon, and being raviſhed with the odour that 
bowed from their garments, immediately concluded 
nem to be the ghoſts of the two perſons lately de- 
caſed, They fell upon their faces as they paſſed thro? 
the midſt of them, and continued proſtrate on the earth - 
lll ſuch time as they were out of fight. They report- 
« the next day what they had ſcen, but this was look- 
a upon by the king himſelf, and molt others, as the 
Wmpliment that was uſually paid to any of the = 
Ccale 
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ceaſed of his family. Helim had placed two of his own 
mules at about a mile's diſtance from the Black Tem. 
ple, on the ſpot which they had agreed upon for their 
rendezvous. Here he met them, and conducted them 
to one of his own houſes, which was ſituated on mount 
Khacan. The air of this mountain was ſo very health- 
ful, that Helim had formerly tranſported the king 
thither, in order to recover him out of a long fit of 
ſickneſs ; which ſucceeded ſo well that the king made 
him a preſent of the whole mountain, with a beautiful 
houſe and gardens that were on the top of it. In 
this retirement lived Abdallah and Balſora. They i 
were both fo fraught with all kinds of knowledge, and 
poſſeſt with ſo conſtant and mutual a paſſion for each 
other, that their ſolitude never lay heavy on them, 
Abdallah applied himſelf to thoſe arts which were a. 
greeable to his manner of living, and the ſituation of 
the place ; inſomuch that in a few years he converted 
the whole mountain into a kind of garden, and cover- 
ed every part of it with plantations of ſpots of flowers. 
Helim was too good a father to let him want any thing 
that might conduce to make his retirement pleaſant. 
Ix about ten years after their abode in this place u 
the old king died, and was ſucceeded by his ſon Ibra- 
him, who, upon the ſuppoſed death of his brother, had 
been called to court, and entertained there as heir to 
the Perſian empire. Though he was ſome years in- 
conſolable for the death of his brother, Helim durſt not 
truſt him with the ſecret, which he knew would have 
fatal conſequenes, ſhould it by any means come to 
the knowledge of the old king. Ibrahim was no ſooner 
mounted to the throne, but Helim ſought after a pro- 
per opportunity of making a diſcovery to him, which 
he knew would be very agreeable to. ſo good natured 
and generous a prince. It ſo happened, that before 
Helim found ſuch an opportunity as he defired, the 
new king Ibrahim, having been ſeparated from his 
company in a chace, and almoſt fainting with heat 
and thirſt, ſaw himſelf at the foot of mount Thacan. 
He immediately aſcended the hill, and coming to He- 


lim's houſe demanded ſome refreſhments, Helim Was 
very 


ay luckily there at that time; and after having ſet be- 
he the king the choiceſt of wines and fruits, finding 
«1 wonderfully pleaſed with ſo ſeaſonable a treat, told 
in tha: the beſt part of his entertainment was to come. 
[pon whch he opened to him the whole hiſtory of 
tat had paſſed, The king was at once aſtoniſhed and 


-WMrnſported at ſo ſtrange a relation, and ſeeing his bro- 
ing er enter the room with Balſora in his hand, he leap- 
of WM of from the Sofa on which he ſat, and cried out, 
ade t is he! it is my Abdallah!“ Having ſaid this, 
fol e fell upon his neck, and wept. The whole com- 
In Way, for ſome time, remained ſilent, and ſhedding 


uus of joy. The king at length, having kindly re- 
wiched Helim for depriving him ſo long of ſuch a 
ther, embraced Balſora with the greateſt tenderneſs, 
ad told her that ſhe ſhould now be a queen indeed, 


s that he would immediately make his brother king 
os all the conquered nations on the other ſide the Ti- 
ted Weis. He eaſily diſcovered in the eyes of our two lovers, 
er- ut inſtead of being tranſported with the offer, they 
. nferred their preſent retirement to empire. At their 
ny queſt therefore he changed his intentions, and made 


hem a preſent of all the open country as far as they 


ce ad ſee from the top of mount Khacan. Abdallah 
* untinuing to extend his former improvements, beau- 
ad 


led this whole proſpect with groves and fountains, 


felicious ſpot of ground within the empire, and is 
lierefore called the garden of Perſia. This Caliph, 
brahim, after a long and happy reign, died without 
chldren, and ſucceded by Abdallah, a ſon of Ab- 
tllah and Balſora, This was that king Abdallah, 


0. vio afterwards fixed the imperial reſidence upon mount 
ch bacan, which continues act this time to be the favourite 
ea WM jalace of the Perſian empire. 

re | | 


he | 

1s 

at] a | 
in. | 
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nidens and ſeats of pleaſure, till it became the moſt 


* * „ 
— 22 


— N 2 2 
r — a> . 2 
T3, mercy Hof 
* WP — 
2 1 2 


o 
] 
— 
4 " 
= 
— 
* 
+. 
4 
1 
"mt 
S407. 
7 
1 
- nn 
s 
1 
A > 
Fiz 4 
HY 
* D 
* 
14 
* Ls 
: = 
* 
N o 
. 
: * o 
1 
1 
a 
114 
. 
5 _ 
: . 
: 1 
U 
8 
75 
G n ? 3 
. A l 
1 
„ 
CT. 
K „ 
£ 
4 
2289 
30 
Te 
Ea 2} 
8735 
EX 
4 * 
Ir 1 
\ ( „ 
l — 74 
1 
41 
7 
. 
bye 
. ” * 
' ö alt 
N 
4 7 
Ix? 
1 2 
bn 
, Ki 
10 ö 
4 
ey 
= 
|» 8 
7 
* 
"> 
hy 
To 
F / 
A 
l 4 
** 
11 
N 7 
1 * 
1 


„ * — r 8 
— — — — . — =D. >. > — 3 iT 


234 THE MORAL MISCELLANY 


The Adventures of Theodoſius and Conſtantia, 
: [ SpeQtator, No 164; t U 


ONST ANTI was a woman of extraording 

wit and beauty, but very unhappy in a father, M ö 
having arrived at great riches by his own induſtry, too 
delight in nothing but his money. 7heodoſius was th 
younger ſon of a decayed family, of great parts an 
learning, improved by a genteel and virtuous educatio 
When he was in the twentieth year of his age he be 
came acquainted with Conflantia, who had not the 


paſſed her fifteeth, As he lived but a few miles diſtaui the 
from her father's houſe, he had frequent opportunitie ed 
of ſeeing her; and by the advantages of a good perſoſ al 
and a pleaſing converſation, made ſuch an pas by 
her heart as it was impoſſible for time to efface : he iy; 
himſelf no leſs ſmitten with Conſtantia. A long at 
quaintance made them ſtill diſcover new beanties in eac| 


other, and by degrees raiſed in them that mutual paſſion 
which had an influence on their following lives. It un 
fortunately happened, that in the midſt of this intercoutk 
of love and friendſhip between Theede/ius amd Conflantia 
there broke out an irreparable quarrel between their p: 
rents, the one valuing himſelf too much upon his birth 
and the other upon his poſſeſſions. The father of C 
fantia was ſo incenſed at the father of Thru, that 
he contracted an unreaſonable averſion towards his fon 
inſomuch that he forbad him his houſe, and charged hi: 
daughter upon her duty never to ſee him more. [n the 
mean time, to break off all communication between the 
two lovers, whom he knew entertained ſecret hopes 0 
ſome favourable opportunity that ſhould bring them to- 
gether, he found out a young gentleman of a good for- 
tune and an agreeable perſon, whom he- pitched upon 
as a huſband for his daughter. He ſoon concerted this 
affair ſo well, that he told Conſtantia it was his deſign @ of 
marry her to ſuch a gentleman, and that her wedding Won 
ſhould be celebrated on ſuch a day. Conſtantia, who 
was over-awed with the authority of her father, and 


unable to object any thing againſt ſo advantageous! 
| matc 
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th, received the propoſal with a profound ſilence, 
ich her father commended in her, as the moſt de- 
nt manner of a virgin's giving her conſent to an over- 
of that kind. The noiſe of this intended marriage 
ina reached Theodefiur, who after a long tumult of 
ons which naturally rife in a lover's heart on ſuch 
occaſion, writ the following letter to Conflantia. 


HE thought of my Con/axtia, which for ſome 
tio years has been my only happineſs, is now be- 
come a greater torment to me than I am able to bear. 
Muſt I then live to ſee you another's? The ſtreams, 
the fields and meadows, where we have fo often talk- 
ite cd together, grow painful to me; life itfelf is become 
2 burden. May you long be happy in the world, 
but forget that there was ever ſuch a man in it as 


'THEODOSIVS-+ 


Ta1s letter was conveyed to Conffantia that very even- 
hone, who fainted at the reading of it; and the next 
ning ſhe was much more alarmed by two or three 
gfengers, that came to her father's houſe, one after 
fia ether, to enquire if they had heard any thing of 
[adfizs, who it ſeems had left his chamber about mid- 
git, and could no where be found. The deep me- 
wcholy, which had hung upon his mind ſometime be- 
re, made them apprehend the worſt that could befal 
008m. C:nff2ntta, who knew that nothing but the report 
(her marriage could have driven him to ſuch extre- 
wes, was not to be comforted : ſhe now accuſed her- 
noel for having ſo tamely given an ear to the propoſal of 
o ludand, and looked upon the new lover as the mur- 
0er of Theodofius : in ſhort, ſhe reſolved to ſuffer the 
t effects of her father's diſpleaſure, rather than 
ouply with a marriage which appeared to her ſo full 
ai guilt and horror. The father ſeeing himſelf entirely 
008 of 7heodefius, and likely to keep a conſiderable por- 
ein his family, was not very much concerned at 
o odſtinate refuſal of his daughter; and did not find 
ag rery difficult to excuſe himſelf upon that account to 
a Wk intended ſon-in-law, who had all along pn this 
14nce 
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alliance rather as a marriage of convenience than of lo 
Conſtantia had now no relief but in her devotions a 
exerciſes of religion, to which her afflictions had 
entirely ſubjected her mind, that after ſome years h 
abated the violence of her ſorrows, and ſettled h 
thoughts in a kind of tranquility, ſhe reſolved to pt 
the remainder of her days in a convent. Her fath 
was not diſpleaſed with a reſolution, which would {: 
money in his family, and readily'complied with 
daughter's intentions. Accordingly in the twenty ff 
year of her age, while her beauty was yet in all 
height and bloom, he carried her to a neighbouri 
city, in order to look out a ſiſterhood of nuns amol 
whom to place his _— There was in this pl; 
a father of a convent who was very much renowned 
his piety and exemplary life; and as it is uſual in tl 
Romiſþ church for thoſe who are under any great afli 
tion, or trouble or mind, to apply themſelves to tl 
moſt eminent confeſfors for pardon and conſolation, d 
beautiful votary took the opportunity of confeſſing hi 
ſelf to this celebrated father. 

We muſt now return to Theodofius, who, the v 
morning that the above mentioned inquiries had bet 
made after him, arrived at a religious houſe in the ci 
where now Conflantia reſided ; and defiring that ſeeret 
and concealment of the fathers of the convent, whic 
is very uſual upon any extraordinary occaſion, he mac 
himſelf one of the order, with a private vow never 
inquire after Conſtantia, whom he looked upon as give 
away to his rival upon the day on which, according! 
common fame, their marriage was to have been f 
lemnized. Having in his youth made a good progre 
in learning, that he might dedicite himſelf more entire 
ly to religion, he entered into holy orders, and in 
few years became renowned for his ſanctity of life, a 
thoſe pious ſentiments which he inſpired into all wi 
converſed with him. It was this holy man to who! 
Conftantia had determined to apply herſelf in confeſſot 
tho' neither ſhe nor any other, beſides the prior of u 
convent, knew any thing of his name or family. T 


gay, the amiable Theode/ius had now taken upon him th 
nail 
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ne of father Francis, and was ſo far concealed in 
Þng beard. a ſhaven head, and a religious habit, that 
as impoſſible to diſcover the man of the world in the 


d erable conventual. 
a. 4; he was one morning ſhut up in his confeſſional, 
1 fartia kneeling by him opened the ſtate of her ſoul 


bim; and after having given him the hiſtory of a life 
| of innocence, ſhe — out in tears, and entered u 

athat part of her ſtory in which he himſelf had ſo great 
hare, My behaviour, ſays ſhe, has I fear been the 
ah of a man who had no other fault but that of loving 
je too much. Heaven only knows how dear he was 
me whilſt he lived, and how bitter the remembrance 
him has been to me ſince his death. She here pauſ- 
x, and lifted up her eyes that ſtreamed with tears to- 
ds the father; who was ſo moved with the ſenſe of 
&r forrows, that he could only command his voice, 
wich was broke with ſighs and ſobbings, ſo far as to 
jd her proceed. She followed his directions, and in a 
bod of tears poured out her heart before him. The 
lther could not forbear weeping aloud, inſomuch that 
the agonies of his grief the ſeat ſhook under him. 
Unfantia, who thought the good man was thus moved 
bis compaſſion towards her, and by the horror of 
ltr guilt, proceeded with the utmoſt contrition to 
Kquaint him with that vow of virginity in which ſhe 
"2s going to engage herſelf, as the proper atonement 
br her fins, and the only ſacrifice ſhe could make to the 
temory of T heodoſius, The father, who by this time 
ad pretty well compoſed himſelf, burſt out again in 
kars upon hearing that name to which he had been ſo 
Ing diſuſed, and upon receiving this inſtance of an un- 
alle led fidelity from one who he thought had ſeveral 
jars ſince given herſelf up to the poſſeſſion of another. 
anidit the 1nterruptions of his ſorrow, ſeeing his peni- 
ent overwhelmed with grief, he was only able to bid 
ler from time to time be comforted—To tell her that 
ter lins were forgiven her—That her guilt was not ſo 
neat as ſhe apprehended—That ſhe ſhould not ſuffer 
ſelf to be afflicted above meaſure. After which he 
keovered himſelf enough to give her the . in 
2 Orm; 
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form; directing her at the ſame time to repair to l 
again the next day, that he might encourage her int 
pious refolutions ſhe had taken, and give her ſuitable « 
hortations for her behaviour in it. Confantia retire 
and the next morning renewed her application, 7; 
defeus having manned his foul with proper thoughts 2 
reflexions, exerted himſelf on this occaſion in the b 
manner he could to animate his penitent in the courſe 
life ſhe was entering upon, and wear out of her mi 
thoſe groundleſs fears and apprehenſions which b 
taken poſſettion of it; concluding with a promiſe to hi 
that he would from time to time continue his admot 
tions when ſhe ſhould have taken upon her the hi 
veil. The rules of our reſpective orders, ſays he, y 
not permit that I ſhould ſee you, but you may aſl 
yourſelf not only of !:aving a place in my prayers, | 
of receiving ſuch frequent inſtructions as I can con 
to you by letters. Go on chearfully in the glorio 
courſe you have undertaken, and you will quickly fi 
ſuch a peace and ſatisfaction in your mind, which 
not in the power of the world to give. 4 
CONMNSTANTTIAVs heart was ſo elevated with ii. 
diſcourſe of father Francis, that the very next day { 
entered upon her vow. As ſoon as the ſolemnities 
her reception were over, ſhe retired, as it is uſual, wit 
the abbeſs into her own apartment. | 
Tu abbeſs had been informed the night before 
all that had paſſed between her noviciate and fathe 
Francis; from whom ſhe now delivered to her the fo 
lowing letter. 


cc 


S the firſt-fruits of thoſe joys and conſolition 
which you may expect from the life you a 
* now engaged in, I muſt acquaint you that Theodofiu 
„ whoſe death fits ſo heavy upon your thoughts, is fil 
alive; and that the father, to whom you have con 
«« feſſed yourſelf, was once that Theo 7o/ius whom you i 
« much lament. The love which we had for one ano 
„ ther will make us more happy in its diſappointme! 
than it could have done in its ſucceſs. Þ ovidenc 
has diſpoſed of us for our advantage, tho” not accord 


6 ing 
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qg 10 our wiſhes, Conſider your Thepdofius ſtill as 
Kad, but aſſure yourſelf of one who will not ceaſe 


for you in father 
wy FRANCIS. 


(ONST ANT 1A ſaw that the hand- writing agreed 
4 the contents of the letter: and upon reflecting on 
yoice of the perſon, the behaviour, and above all 
extreme ſorrow of the father during her confeſſion, 
diſcovered T heodofrus in every particular. After ha- 
owept with tears of joy, It is enough, ſays ſhe ; 
aſus is till in being: I ſhall live with comfort and 
in peace. 
uf letters which the father ſent her afterwards are 
extant in the nunnery where ſhe reſided ; and are 
n read to the young religious, in order to inſpire them 
b good reſolutions and ſentiments of virtue. It ſo 
wened, that after Conſfantia had lived about ten years 
the cloiſter, a violent fever broke out in the place, 
lch ſwe pt away great multitudes, and among others 
chu. Upon his death · bed he ſent his benediction 
very moving manner to Conſtantia; who, at that 
je was herſelf ſo far gone in the ſame fatal diſtemper, 
+ tic lay delirious. Upon the interval which generally 
des death in ſickneſſes of this nature, the abbeſs, 
ung that the phyſicians had given ker over, told her 
» 7 12dofus was juſt gone before her, and that he had 
it her his benediction in his laſt moments. Conflantia 
rived it with pleaſure :and now, ſays ſhe, If I do not 
any thing 1 1 let me be buried by Theadeftus. 
oy reaches no farther than the grave. What I aſk 
[ hope, no violation of it She died ſoon after, and 
$interred according to her requeſt. | 
TyziR tombs are ſtill to be ſeen, with a ſhort Latin 
ription over them to the following purpoſe: 
exe lye the bodies of father Francis and ſiſter Ce- 
ke, They wwere lovely in their lives, and in their deaths 
were not divided. 


On 
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On Oeconomy. [Spe®ator, Ne 
ECONOMY in our affairs has the fame e 
upon our fortunes which good- breeding has 

our converſations. There is a pretending behavio 
both caſes,which inſtead of making men eſteemed; 
them both miſerable and contemptible. We had ye 
day at Sir Reger's a ſet of country gentlemen, who d 
with them : and aſter dinner the glaſs was taken; 
thoſe who pleaſed, pretty plentifully. Among oth 
obſerved a perſon of a tolerable good aſpect, who ſee 
to be more greedy of liquor than any of the comp 
and yet, methought, he did not taſte it with deli 
As he grew warm, he was ſuſpicious of every thing 
was ſaid; and as he advanced towards being fudd 
his humour grew worſe. At the ſame time his bit 
neſs ſeemed to be rather an inward diſſatisfaction in 
own mind, than any diſlike he had taken to the c 
pany. Upon hearing his name, I knew him to | 
gentleman of a conſiderable fortune in this county, 
greatly in debt. What gives the unhappy man 
peeviſhneſs of ſpirit, is, that his eſtate is dipped, an 
eating out with uſury; and yet he has not the hear 
ſell any part of it. His proud ſtomach, at the coll 
reſtleſs nights, conſtant inquietudes, danger of affro 
and a thouſand nameleſs inconveniencies, preſerves t 
canker in his fortune, rather than it ſhall be ſaid h 
a man of fewer hundreds a year than he has been cc 
monly reputed. Thus he endures the torment of | 
verty, to avoid the name of being leſs rich. If you 
to his houſe you ſee great plenty; but ſerved in a mant 
that ſhews it is all unnatural, and that the maſter's mi 
is not at home. There is a certain walte and carel 
neſs in the air of every thing, and. the whole appe 
but a covered indigence, a magnificent poverty. I 
neatneſs and chearſulneſs, which attends the table 
him who lives within compaſs, is wanting, and excha 
ed for a libertine way of ſervice in all about him. 
This gentleman's conduct, tho' a very common v 
of management, is as ridiculous as that officer's wo 


be, who had but few men under his © 
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wid take the charge of an extent of country rather 
zof a ſmall paſs. To pay for, perſonate, and kee 
man's hands, a greater eſtate than he really has, 
Kall others the moſt unpardonable vanity, and muſt 
fe end reduce the man who is guilty of ir to dif. 
wr. Yet if we look round us in any coun'y of 
Britain, we ſhall ſee many in this fatal error; if 
may be called by fo ſoft a name, which proceeds 
n-a-falſe ſhame of appearing what they really are, 
the contrary behaviour would in a ſhort time ad- 
ethem to the condition which they pretend to. 


1 * — Tv 


- 5 7 - 


ich is mortgaged for fix thouſand pounds; but it is 
roflible to - convince him that if he ſold as much as 
uld pay off that debt, he would ſave four ſhillings in 
pound, which he gives for the vanity of being the 
wited maſter of it. Yet if Laertes did this, he would 
maps be eafier in his own fortune; but then Lues, a 
low of yeſterday, who has but twelve hundred a 
kr, would be his equal. Rather than this ſhall be, 
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d every twelvemonth charges his eſtate with at leaſt 
year's rent more by the birth of a child. | 


Ing are an abomination to each other. Ius is moved 
the fear of poverty, and Laertes by the ſhame of it. 
o the motive of action is of ſo near affinity in both. 
may be reſolved into this, that to each of them 
poverty is the greateſt of all evils,” yet are their man- 
's very widely different. Shame of poverty makes 
wes launch into unneceſſary equipage, vain expence, 
u lavich entertainments; fear of poverty makes Jrus 
low himſelf only plain neceſſaries, appear without a 
mant, fell his own corn, attend his labourers, and be 
nlelf a labourer. Shame of poverty makes Laerles 
every day a ſtep nearer to it: and fear of poverty 
is up [rus to make every day ſome further progrets 
Im it. 8 | | 
Txesze different motives produce the exceſſes which 
in are guilty of in the negligence of and proviſion for 
mſelves. Uſury, ſtock · jobbing, extortion, and op- 

M preſhon, 


ILAERTES has fifteen hundred pounds a year; 


unte goes on to bring weli-born beggars into the world, 


LIERTES and Irus are neighbours, whoſe way of q 
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the order of men ſuitable to our character, the care of 


when ſhe is followed with reaſon and good ſenſe. It is 
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preſſion, have their ſeed in the dread of want; and vanity, 
riot, and pradigality, from the ſhame of it: but both 
theſe exceſſes are infinitely below the purſuit of a reg. 
ſonable creature. After we have taken care to com. 
mand ſo much as is neceſſary for maintaining ourſelves in 


{uperfiuities is a vice no leſs extravagunt, than the neglect 
of neceſſaries would have been before. 
CERTAIN it is, that they are both, out of nature, 


from this reſſection that I always read Mr. Coauley with 
the greateſt pleaſure: his magnanimity is as much above 
that of other conſiderable men, as his underitanding; 
and it is a true diſtinguiſhing ſpirit in the elegant author 
who publiſhed his works, to dwell ſo. much upon the 
temper of his mind, and the moderation of his deſires: 
by this means he has rendered his friend as amiable a; 
famous. That ſtate. of liſe which bears the face of 
poverty with Mr. Cæauley's Great Vuigar, is admirably 
deſcribed; and it is no ſmall ſatisfa&tion to thoſe of the 
ſame turn of deſire, that he produces the authority of 
the wiſeſt men of the beſt age of the world, to'ſtrengthen 
his opinion of the ordinary purſuits of mankind, 

Ir would, methinks, be no ill maxim of life, if ac. 
cording to that anceſtor of Sir Roger, whom I lately 
mentioned, every man would point to himſelf what ſum 
he would reſolve not to exceed. He might, by this 
means, cheat himſelf into a tranquillity on this fide of 
that expectation, or convert what he ſhould get above 
it to nobler uſes than his own pleaſures or neceſſities. 
'This temper of mind would exempt a 'man from an 
ignorant envy of reſt]cſs men above him, and a more 
inexcuſable contempt of happy men below him. Ths 
would be ſailiag by i9me compaſs, living with ſome de- 
ſign: but to be etern ay bewildered in proſpects of fu- 
ture gain, ard putting on unneceſſary armour again 
improbable blow: of fortune, is a mechanic being which 
has not cood ſenſe for its direction, but is carried on by 
a ſort of acquired inſtinct towards thin;;s below ou; con- 
ſideration and unworthy our eſteem. It is poſhble 
that the tranquillity } now enjoy at Sir Roger's may bay 

5 Create 
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ated in me this way of thinking, which is ſo abſtract- 
from the common reliſh of the world: but as I am 
wy in a pleaſing arbour, ſurrounded with a beautiful 
jandſkip, I find no inclination ſo ſtrong as to continue in 
heſe manſions, ſo remote from the oſtentatious ſcenes 
if life; and am, at this prefent writing, philoſopher 
wough to conclude with Mr. Coavley, "© 


If rer ambition did my fancy cheat 
ith any wiſh ſo mean as to be great; 
Continue, heaw'n, flill from me to remave 


. 7 Pe 


h The humble b. M ings of that life I love. © 4 

1 6 

p On Pride. [Guardian, Ne t53.] j 
a5 HERE is no paſſion which ſteals into the heart l 
of more imperceptibly, and covers itfelf under more 

ly WM bicoiſes, chan pride. For my own part, I think if 

we WY there is any paſſion or vice which I am wholly a ſtranger 


y it is this; though at the ſame time, perhaps this very 
ndoment which J form of myſelf, proceeds in ſoine 
meaſure from this corrupt principle. 

[ have been always wonderfully delighted with that 


ly WY intence in holy writ, © Pride was not made for man.” 
mWlhere is not indeed any fingle view of human nature 
is Wunder its preſent condition, which 15 not ſuffic ent to 
of W:itizzuiſh in us all the ſecret ſeeds of pride; and, on 
ve e contrary, to fink the ſoul into the loweſt ſtate of 
s. WH iimilicy, and what the.{chool-men call ſelf-annfhilation. 
an Wiiide was not made for man, as he is, 

re 1. A ſinful, 

18 2. An ignorant, 

c-W 3. A miſerable being. 

u- Tages is nothing in his underſtanding, in his will, 
pſt Wer in his preſent condition, that can tempt any conſide- 
ch Wie creature to pride or vanity. | 

br WY Ties t three very reaſons why he ſhould not be proud, 
n- Wie notwithſtanding the reaſons why he is ſo. Were 


t he a ſinful creature, he would not be ſubject to a 
lon which riſes from the depravity of his nature; 
2 | were 
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were he not an ignorant creature, he would ſee that he 
has nothing to be proud of ; and were not the whole 
ſpecies miſerable, he would not have thoſe wretched ob- 
jects of compariſon before his eyes, which are the occa- 
hons of his paſſion, and which make one man value 
himſelf more than another. | | 

A w1sE man will be contented that his glory be de. 
ferred till ſuch time as he ſhall be truly glorified ; when 
his underſtanding ſhall be cleared, his will rectified, and 
his happineſs aſlfired ; or in other words, when he ſhall 
be neither ſinful, nor ignorant, nor miſerable. 

Ie there be any thing which makes human nature ap- 
pear ridicul;us to Beings of ſuperior faculties, it moſt be 
pride. They know ſo well the vanity of thoſe. imagi. 
nary per fedtions that ſwell the heart of man, and. of 


_ thoſe little ſupernumerary advantages, whether in birth, 


fortune, or title, which one man enjoys above another, 
that it muſt certainly very much aſtoniſh, if it does not 
very much divert them, when they ſee a mortal puffed 
up, and valuing himſelf above his neighbours on any 
of theſe accounts, at the ſame time that he is obnoxious 
to all the common calamities of the ſpecies. 

To ſet this thought in its true light, we will fancy, 
if you pleaſe, that yonder mole: hill is inhabited by rea- 
ſonable creatures, and that every piſmire (his ſhape and 
way of life only excepted) is endowed with human paſ- 
ſions. How ſhould we ſmile to hear one give us an ac- 
count of the pedigrees, diſtinctions, and titles that reign 
among them ? Obſerve how the whole ſwarm divide ard 
make way for the piſmire that paſſes through them! you 
muſt underſtand he is an emmet of quality, and has 
better blood in his veins than any piſmire in the mole- 
hill. Don't you ſee how ſenſible he is of it, how flow 
he marches forward, how the whole rabble of ants keep 
their diſtance? Here you may obſerve one placed upon 


a little eminence, and looking down on a long row ef 


labourers. He is the richeſt inſe& on this ſide the hil- 
lock, he has a walk of half a yard in length and a quar- 
ter of an inch in breadth, he keeps an hundred menial 
ſervants, and has at leaſt fifieen barley-corns in his gra- 


nary. He is now chiding and beſlaving the 4 
ands 
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unds before him, and who, for all that we can diſcovers 
bas good an emmet as hunſelf. _ Ms 
zer here comes an inſect of figure! Don't you take 
xotice of a little white ſtraw that he carries in his mouth? 
That ſtraw, you muſt underſtand, he would not part 
with for the longeſt tract about the mole-hill : did you 
but know what he has undergone to purchaſe it! See how 
the ants of all qualities and conditions ſwarm about 
tim. Should this ſtraw drop out of his mouth, you 
yould- fee all this numerous circle of atrendants follow 
the next that took it up, and leave the diſcarded inſect, 
gr run over his back to come at his ſucceſſor. 

iz now you have a mind to ſee all the ladies of the _ 
mole-hill, obſerve rſt the piſmire that liſtens to the 
enmet on her left hand, at the ſame time that ſhe ſeems 
o turn away her head from him. He tells this poor 
nſe& that ſhe is a goddeſs, that her eyes are brighter 
than the: ſun, that life and death are at her ; diſpoſal. 
he believes him, and gives herſelf a thouſand little airs 
pon it, Mark the vanity of the piſmire on your left 
hand, She can ſcarce crawl with age; but you mult . 
now ſhe values herſelf upon her birth; and if you 
nind, ſpurns at every one that comes within her reach. 
The little nimble coquette that is running along by the 
ide of her, is a wit, She has broke many a piſmire's 
heart, Do but obſerve what a drove of lovers are run- 
ning after her. | oy 

We will here finiſh this imaginary ſcene ; but firſt of 

a, to draw the parallel cloſer, will ſuppoſe, if you 
pleaſe, that death comes down upon the mole-hill, in 
de ſhape of a cock-ſparrow, who picks up, without 
üllinction, the piſmire of quality and his flatterere, the 
piſmire of ſubſtance and day-labourers, the white-ſtraw 
dlicer and his ſycophants, with all the goddeſſes, wits, 
and beauties of the mole hill. 

May we not imagine that beings of ſuperior natures 
ad perfections regard all the inſtances of pride and va- 
nity, among our own ſpecies, in the ſame kind of 
new, when they take a ſurvey of thoſe who inhabit 
tie earth; or, in the language of an ingenious French 

M 3 | poet, 
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poet, of thoſe piſmires that people this heap of dir 
which human vanity has divided into climates and regions 
An allegorical Letter from To- DAV. 0 

| [Adventurer, No 11,1 « 

| 5 {a 

To the ApvEnNTURER. ot 

n. | | 
T is the fate of all who do not live in neceſſary c h 


J accidental obſcurity, who neither paſs undiftinguiſh. 
ed through the vale of poverty, nor hide themſelves in 
the groves of ſolitude, to have a numerous acquaintance 
and few friends. 

An acquaintance is a being who meets us with a 
ſmile and a ſalute, who tells us in the ſame breath that 
he is glad and ſorry for the moſt trivial good and il! that 
befals us, and yet who turns from us without regret, 
who ſcarce wiſhes to ſee us again, who forſakes us 
in hopeleſs fickneſs or adverſity, and when we die 
remembers us no more. A friend is he with whom 
our intereſt is united, upon whoſe participation all our 
pleaſures depend; who ſooths us in the fretſuneſs of 
diſeaſe, and chears us in the gloom of a priſon; to 
whom when we die even our remains are ſacred, who 
follows them with tears to the grave, and preſerves our 
image in his heart. A friend our calamities may grieve, 
and our wants may impoveriſh, but negle& only can 
offend and unkindneſs alienate. Is it not therefore a- 
ſtoniſhing that a friend ſhould ever be alienated or of- 
fended? and can there be a ſtronger inftance of the 
folly and caprice of mankind, than their with hoicing 
from thoſe upon whom their happineſs is confeſſed to de- 
pend, that civility which they laviſh upon others, with- 
out hope of any higher reward than a trivial and mo- 
mentary gratification of their vanity, by an echo 
of their compliments and a return of their obeyſance! 

Or this caprice there are none who have more cauſe 


to complain than myſelf. That I am a perſon of ſome 
5 impor- 


inportance, has never yet been diſputed: I am allowed 
v have great power to pleaſe and to inſtruct; I always 
contribute to the felicity of thoſe by whom I am well 
treated 3. and I muit confeſs, -that- I am never ahuſed 
yithout leaving marks of my reſentment behind we. 
Au gererally regarded as a friend; and there are 
fey who could think of parting with me for the Jaſt 
time, without the utmoſt regret, ſollicitude and rejuc- 
tance. I know, wherever I come, that I have been the 
object of deſire and hope; and that the pleaſure which 
am expected to diffuſe, has, like all others, been en- 
joyed by anticipation, By the young and gay, thoſe 


Ons 


ty who are entering the world either as a {ſcene of buſineſs 
iner pleaſare, I am frequently deſired with ſuch impa- 
ice Hence, that although every moment brings on wrinkles 

and decrepitude with irreſiſtible rapidity, that they 
| off vill be willing that the time of my abſence ſhould 
bat be annihilated, and the approach of wrinkles and 
aa {crepitude rendered yet more precipitate. There 
WJ not ſurely be ſtronger evidence than this of my in- 
os WJ foence upon their happineſs, or of their affection for 
lie ne: and yet the tranſport with which I am at firit re- 
m WJ <ived quickly ſubſides; they appear to grow we iry, of 
ur ny company, they would again ſhorten life to haſten the 
of WI four of my departore, and they reflect upon the length 


# 


of my viſit with regret 
To the aged I confeſs I am not able to procure equal 
advantages ; and yet there are ſome of theſe who have 
deen remarkable for their virtue, among whom | ex- 
perience more conſtant reciprocations of friendſhip. I 


n 
l. Lever heard that they expreſſed any impatient expecta- 
. ton of me when abſent, nor do they receive me with 
e /apture when I come; but while I ſtay they treat me 
» Leim complacency and good humour; and in pro- 


portion as their firſt addreſs is leſs violent, the whole 


leave them in an evening without importunity to pro- 
long my viſit, and think of my departure with indifference. 


by ſome ſtrange ſingularity, of which the uncommon treat- 


ww % „ * 
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tenour of their conduct is more equa]: they ſuffer me to 


You will, perhaps, imagine, that I am diſtinguiſhed. 


ment that I receive is a conſequence. As few can jadge 
| M 4 Wich 
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tions, capacities and employments. The facts ſhall be 


ſoften nor exaggerate any circumſtance, by which the 
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with impartiality of their own character, none are be 
lieved merely upon their own evidence who affirm it tc 
be gcod : I will, therefore, deſcribe to you the mannet 
in which I am received by perſons of very different ſta 


exhibited without falſe colouring ; I will neither ſuppreſ 


natural and genuine ſtate of theſe facts may be diſeo 
vered, and I know that your ſagacity will do me juſtice, 

Is ſummer I riſe very early; and the firſt perſon that 
I fee is a peaſant at his work, who generally regards 
me with a ſmile, though he ſeldom participates of m 


bounty. His labour is ſcarce ever ſuſpended while ! of 
am with him; yet he always talks of me with complz. 0 
cency, and never treats me with neglect or indecorum, 4 
except perhaps on a holiday, when he has been tippling; 6 
and this I can eaſily overlook, though he commonly re. N 
ceives a hint of his fault the next morning, that he may th 
be the more upon his guard for the future. 

Bor though in the country I have reaſon to be belt Wl... 
ſati-fied with the behaviour of thoſe whom I fiſt ſee, vr 
yet in my early walks in town J am almoſt ſure to be WW” 
inſulted. As ſoon as the wretch, who has paſſed the 1 
night at a tavern, or a gam ing- table, perceives me at al | 
diſtance, he begins to mutter curſes againſt me, though I 
he knows they will be fulfilled upon himſelf, and i;. 
impatient till he can bar his door, and hide himſelf in 10 
bed. 

I rave one ſiſter, and though her complexion is very 8 
dark, yet ſhe is not without her charms : ſhe is, I conſeſs, 6 
taid to look beſt by candlelight, in her jewels, and at a WI. 
public place, where the ſplendor af her dreſs and the . 
multiplicity of other objects prevent too minute an exa- n 
mination of her perſon. Some good judges have fancied, . 
though perhaps a little whimſically, that there is ſome. 0 
thing inexprefiibly pleaſing in her by moonlight, a kind BF, 


of placid caſe, a gentle languor which ſoftens her fez- 
tures, and gives new grace to her manner: they ſay too, 
that ſhe is beſt diſpoſed to be agreeable company in a 


walk, under the checquered ſhade of a grove, 11 
the 
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he green banks of a river, or upon the ſandy beach bY 
de ſea. | | | | 
My fiſter's principles in many particulars differ from 
nine; but there has been always ſuch a harmony be- 
geen us, that ſhe ſeldom ſmiles upon thoſe who have 
kfered me to paſs with a contemptuous negligence ; 
nuch leſs does ſhe uſe her influence, which is very great, 
p procure any advantage for thoſe who drive me from 
heir preſence with outrage and abuſe ; and yet none 


9 n more aſſiduous in their addreſſes, nor intrude longer 
a 2 pon her privacy, than thoſe who are moſt implacably 
e enemies. : A 
5 dur is generally better received by the poor than the 
= ich; and indeed ſhe ſeldom viſits the indigent and the 


netched, without bringing ſomething for their relief; 
rtthoſe who are moſt ſollicitous to engage her in parties 
f pleaſure, and are ſeen longeſt in her company, are 
ways ſuſpected of ſome evil deſign. e 
You wall, perhaps, think there is ſomething enigma- 

belt - . 
ical in all this; and leſt you ſhould not yet be able ta 
icover my true character ſufficiently to engage you in 


., j intereſt, I will give you a ſhort hiſtory of the inci- 
. : tatsthathave happened to me during the laſt eight hours. 


Ir is now four o'clock in the afternoon : about ſeven 
[roſe; ſoon after, as I was walking by the dial in Co- 
wt Garden, I was perceived by a man well dreſſed, 
mo appeared to have been ſleeping under one of the 
leds, and whom a watchman had juſt told that I was 
pproaching : after attempting to ſwear ſeveral oaths, 
ud ſtaggering a few paces. he ſcowled at me under his 
lat, and inſulted me directly, by telling the watchman 


nj fiſter till he became too drunk to find his way home, 


arry him from my preſence, 5 

AzouT nine, I viüted a young lady who could not 
ke me, becauſe ſhe was but juſt returned from a rout. 
vent next to a ſtudent in the Temple, who received me 
nh great joy; but told me, that he was going to dine 
| M 5 with 


v well as he could, that he had ſat in company with 


rhich nevertheleſs he had attempted ; and that he hated . 
the fight of me as he hated the devil: he then deſired 
lat a coach or a chair might be imaiediately called to 
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with a gentleman, whoſe daughter he had long courted 
and who at length, by the interpoſition of friends, had 
been perſuaded to conſent to the match, though ſe 
veral others had offered a larger ſettlement. From thi 
interview I had no defire to detain him; and abon 
twelve I found a young prodigal, to whom I had af 
forded many opportunities of feſicity, which he negleftet 
to improve; and whom I had ſcarce ever left withoy 
having convinced him, that he was waſting life in thi 
ſearch of pleaſure which he could never find : he look 
ed upon me with a countenance full of ſuſpicion, dead 
and perplexity, and ſeemed to wiſh that 1 had delayet 
my viſit or been excluded by his ſervant; imagining, a 
I have fince heard, that a bailiff was behind me. Af 
ter dinner, I agam met my friend the ſtudent ; but hd 
who had ſo late hy ur! me with extaſy, now leered 
at me with a ſullen diſcontent, and if it had been in bi 
power would have deſtroyed me, for no other reafor 
than becauſe the old gentleman whom he had viſitec 
had changed his mind. an 
You may, perhaps, be told, that Jam myſelf incon 
© Rant and capricious, that I am never the ſame . 
eight and forty hours together, and that no man know 
whether at my next viſit I ſhall bring him good or evil 
but identity of perſon might with equal truth be denied 
of the AvvENTURER, and of every other being upot 
earth; for all animal bodies are in a ſtate of perpetu: 


decay and renovation : ſo ridiculous a flander does not 


indeed deſerve a ſerious reply: and I believe you are 
now ready to anſwer every other cavil of my enemies 
by cor vincing the world that it is their own fault if I dc 
not always leave them wiſer and better than I find them 
and whoever has through life continued to become gra 
duaily wiſer and better, has obtained a ſource of diving 
felicity, a well of living water, which like the widow's oil 
mall increaſe as it is poured out, and which, though it was 
ſupplied by time, eternity ſhall not exhauſt. — 
I nor, Sir, your paper will be a means of procur- 
er better treatment; and that you will yourſelf be 
ſollicitous to ſecure che friendſhip of 
Hur humble Servant, 
Fn TO-DAY 
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' The Ladies directed in the Choice of a Huſband... 
Adventurer, Ne 30. J 


HOUGH I devote this lucubration to the 
ladies, yet there are ſome parts of it which I hope 
will not be wholly ufeleſe toꝶhe 5 and, perhaps, 
both may expect to be addreffed upon a ſubject, which 
to doth is of equal importance; efſpecially after T have: 
admitted the public recommendation of it by my cor- 
reſpondent Mr. Tozonly . FL | 

Ir has been umverſally allowed, and with great rea- 
ſon, that between perſons who marry there ſhould be: 
ſome degree of equality, with reſpect to age and con- 
dition, Thoſe who violate a known truth, deferve the 
mfelicity they incut*; I ſhall, therefore, only labour to 
freſerve innocence by detecting error. | 

WiTH the ladies it is a kind of general maxim, that 
„che beſt huſpand is a reformed Rats ;“ a maxim 
which they have probably derived from comedies and 
tovels, in Which ſuch a huſband is commonly the re- 
ward of female merit. But the belief of this maxim is 
an inconteſtible proof, that with the true character of 
aRak the ladies are Wholly unacquainted. They 
* have,” indeed, heard of a wild young gentleman, 
" who would take about the town, and take up his. 
„lodging at a bagnio ; who had told many a girl a 
* pretty ſtory, that was fool enough to believe him; 
and bad a right to many a child that did not call him 
father: but that in ſome of theſe frolick he thought 
„no harm, and for others he had ſufficiently ſuffered.” 
But let the AbVEN TUR ER be believed, theſe are 
words of dreadful import, and ſhould always be thus. 
undetſtood. 

To rake about town and lodge at a bagnio, is to 
* aſſociate with the vileſt and molt abandoned of human 
* beings; it is to become familiat with blaſphemy 
and lewdnefs, and frequetily to pag with the moſt. 
* deplorable miſery : to tell pretty ſtories to credul us 
* girls, is to deceive the ſimplicity of innocence by 
cuuning and ſalſhood : to be the father of a nameleſs: 
M 6 „ progeny,, 
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great infelicity. 


as it includes a capacity to beſtow ** that refined, exalt- 


own character, and exciting the envy and admiration 


' reaſon ; fince every one imagines, that to hold intellec- 
_ tual excellence in high eſtimation, is to demonſtrate that 
| ſhe poſſeſſes it. 
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** progeny, is to deſert thoſe, whoſe tears only can im. 
*« plore the protection to which of all others they have 
the ſtrongeſt and the tendereſt claim; it is more than 
to be a man without affection, it is to be a brute 
« without inſtinct. To think no harm in ſome of theſe 
« frolics, is to have worn out all ſenſibility of the dif. 
«« ference between right and wrong; and to have ſuſ. 
« fered for others, is to have a body contaminated with 
* diſeaſes, which in ſome degree are certainly tran{. 
« mitted to poſterity,” „ 
Ir is to be hoped, that the mere exhibition of 
this picture, will be ſufficient to deter the ladies from 
precluding happineſs by marrying the original; and from 
diſcouraging virtue, by making vice neceſſary to the 
character which they prefer. f 
Bur they frequently act upon another principle, which 
tho' not equally fatal and abſurd, may yet produce 


Wk the Rake is excluded, it will be generally ſup. 
poſed, that ſuperior intellectual abilities ought always 
to determine the choice. A man of fine ſenſe, is, 
indeed, a character of great dignity; and the ladies 
kave always been adviſed to prefer this to every other, 


ed, and permanent felicity, which alone is worthy of 
« a rational being.“ But think it probable, that this 
advice, however ſpecious, has been often given for no 
other reaſon, than becauſe to give it flattered the vanity 
of the writer, who fondly believed he was drawing his 


of his readers. This advice, however, the ladies uni- 
verſally affect to approve, and probably for a ſimilar 


As he that would perſuade, ſhould be ſcrupuloully 
carejul not to offend, I will not inſinuate that there are 
any ladies, by whom the peculiar beauties of an exalted 
uncerſtanding cannot be diſcerned ; and who have not, 
therefore, a capacity for half the pleaſure 18 : can 
| | etw. 
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beſto w. And yet J think there is another excellence 


n. 1 2 
ve ich is much more eſſential to conjugal felicity, Goon it 
an NaTURE. | 7 25 
ite I xxow that Goop NaTurE has, like Socrates, 
eſel been ridiculed in the habit of Fol LY; and that Fol Ly 
if s been dignified by the name of Goop Na rukE. But 
ul. / Goop Natur, I do not mean that flexible imbe- 
th chi of mind which complies with every requeſt, and 
nl. ixclines a man at once to accompany an acquaintance to 
( brochel at the expence of his health, and to keep an 
of WM cipage for a wife at the expence of his eſtate. Perſons 
mW this diſpoſition have ſeldom more benevolence than 
m WY fticude, and frequently perpetrate deliberate cruelty, 
be In true Goop NaTuRe, there is neither the acri- 
nony of ſpleen, nor the ſullenneſs of malice ; it is nei- 
ch WM tier clamorous nor fretful, neither eaſy to be offended, 
ce ¶ vor impatient to revenge; it is a tender ſenſibility, a 
articipation of the pains and pleaſures of others; and 
v- WI; therefore, a forcible and conſtant motive, to commu- 
ys Whicate happineſs, and alleviate miſery. 2% 
5, As human nature is, from whatever cauſe, in a ſtate 
es Wh! great imperfection, it is ſurely to be deſired, that a 


xerlon whom it is moſt our intereſt to pleaſe, ſhould 
ot ſee more of this imperfection than we do our- 
klyes. 

IsuALIL, perhaps, be told, that“ a man of ſenſe 
" can never uſe a woman ill.“ The latter part of this 
nopoſition is a phraſe of very extenſive and various 
lpnification : whether a man of ſenſe can © uſe a wo- 
man ill,” I will not enquire, but I ſhall endeavour 
b-ſhew, that he may make her extremely wretched. | 


Prasons of keen penetration and great delicacy of 
eaiment, as they muſt neceſſarily be more frequently 
ended than others; ſo as a puniſhment for the offence, 
bey can inflict more exquiſite pain, becauſe they can 
wound with more poignant reproach : and by him whom 
Coop NATURE does not reſtrain from retaliating the 
Jan that he feels, the offence, whether voluntary or 
I, will always be thus puniſhed. by 

Ir this puniſhment is ſuffered with filence, confuſion, 
ud tears, it is poſlible that the tyrant may relent kn 
: 13s 
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this, like the remorſe of a murderer, is too late; 
dread of incurring the fame anguiſh by a like fauſt 
will ſubſtitute for the ſmile. of chearfulneſs, that ſt 
thine of beauty, the glooms of doubt, ſollicitude, an 
anxiety : the offence will notwithſtanding be again 1 
peated ; the puniſhment, the diſtreſs, and the remorf 
will again return; - becauſe error is involuntary,: 
anger is not reftrained. If the reproach is retorted 
and whether it was deferved becomes the fubje& of de 
bate, the confequences are yet more dreadful : after 
vain attempt to ſhew an incongruity, which can no me 
be perceived than ſounds by the deaf, the huſband wil 
be inſulted for cauſeleſs and capricious difpteaſore, ani 
the wife for folly, perverſenefs, and obſtinacy. In the 
tircumftances, what will become of the refined, tl 
«© exalted, and the permanent felicity, which alone 
% worthy of reaſonable beings, and which elevatel 
& genius only can beftow ?? | 
Fuar this conduct is by a man of fenfe knoynt 
be wrong, I am content to allow: but it muſt alſo b 
granted, that the diſcernment of wrong is not alway 
a propenſity to right; and that if pain was never in 
flicted, but when it was known to produce ſalutar 
effects, mankind would be much more happy than the 
are. | 
Goop NATURE, therefore, if intellectual excellence 
cannot atone for the want of it, muſt be admitted as th 
higheſt perſonal merit. If, without it, wiſdom is nt 
kind; without it, folly maſt be brutal. Let it, there 
fore, be once more repeated, © The quality moſt effenti 
« to conjugal felicity, is Goop NATURE.“ And, ſurel 
whatever accidental difference there may happen to þ 
in the conceptions or judgment of a huſband and wife 
if n-ither can give pain or pleaſure without feeling! 
themſelves, it js eaſy to perceive which fenſation th?) 
will concur to produce. 
Ir may now be expected, that I ſhould give ſom 
general rules, by which the ladies may diſcover the dib 
poſition of thoſe, by whom they are addreifed : but! 
is extremely difficult to detect malevolence amidit the 
aſſiduities of courtſhip, and to diſtinguiſh the man w_ 
thi 
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ut almoſt inſcrutable diſguiſe the lover. Goop Na- 
aun cox, however, is not indicated by the fulſome fawn- 
ing of a perpetual grin, the loud laughter which almoſt 
an nticipates the jeſt, or the conſtant echo of every ſenti- 
ent; neither is it ſafe to truſt the appearance of pro- 


ml enarked, bow the lover is affected by incidents, in 
red ich the lady is not concerned; what is his behaviour 
p his immediate dependants, and whether they ap- 

ch him with a ſlaviſh timidity, or with the chearfal 


merence of voluntary ſervitude, Is he ever merry at 


excite mirth in his miſtreſs? Does he mention the 
bent with candour, and behave to thoſe who are pre- 
ent wih a manly complacency ? By a diligent atten- 
hace to theſe circumſtances, perhaps a probable judg- 
nent may be formed of his character. | 

To conclude with a general remark, Goop NATURE 
$not of leſs importance to ourſelves than to others. 
The moroſe and petulant firſt fee} the anguiſh that they 
zue: reproach, revilings, and invective, are but the 
werflowings of their own infelicity, and are conſtantly 
wain forced back upon their ſource. Sweetneſs of 
temper is not, indeed, an acquired but a natural excel- 
ence; and, therefore, to recommend it to thoſe who 
have it not, may be deemed rather an inſult than ad- 
ice. But let that which in happier natures is inſtinct, in 
heſe be reaſon ; let them purſue the ſame conduct, im- 
jelled by a nobler motive. As the ſourneſs of the crab 
mhances the value of the graft, ſo that which on its 
prent plant is Goop NATURE, will on a leſs kindly 
flock be improved into VIX TVE. No action by 


ſife hich others receive pleaſure or pain, is indifferent: 
ge Sacred rule, Do that to others which ye would 
hos that others ſhould do to you,“ extends to every 


ted; and © every word ſhall be brought into judg- 


ment.“ 


2 Benewolence 


we liberality, or buſy officiouſneſs. Let it rather be 


ke expence of another; or does he ever attempt thus 


1 
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Bimevalence urged from the miſery of Solitude, 
An Eaſtern Story. Advent. Ne 132. 


ARAZAN, the merchant of Bagdat, was emi 
nent throughout all the Eaſt for bis avarice and 

his wealth: his origin was obſcure, as that of the ſpak 
which by the colliſion of ſteel and adamant is ſtruck out 
of darkneſs; and the patient labour of perſevering di 
ligence alone had made him rich.. It was remembered; 
that when he was indigent he was thought to be gene 
rous ; and he was ftill acknowledged to be inexorab] 
juſt. But whether, in his dealings with men, he dif: 
covered a perfidy which tempted him to put his truſt j 
gold, or whether in proportion as he accumulated wealil 
he diſcovered his own importance to increaſe, Carazy 
rized it more as he uſed it leſs: he gradually loſt the 
inclination to do good, as he acquired the power; and 
as the hand of time ſcatrered ſnow upon his head, the 
freezing influence extended to his boſom. _ = 
Bur though the door of Carazar was never openec 
by hoſpitality, nor his hand by compaſſion, yet fear lee 
him conſtantly tothe moſque at the ſtated hours of prayer; 
he performed all the rites of devotion with the moſt ſcru- 
pulous punctuality, and had thrice paid his vows at the 
temple of the PRopHET, That devotion which ariſes 
from Tae Love OF GO D, and neceſſarily includes 
Taz Love or Man, as it connects gratitude with be- 
neficence, and exalts that which was moral to divine, 
confers new dignity upon goodneſs, and is the object 
not only of affection but reverence. On the contrary, n, 
the devotion of the ſelfiſh, whether it be thought tod 
avert the puniſhment which every one wiſhes to be in- e ir 
flifted, or to inſure it by the complication of hypocniyh, 
with guilt, never fails to excite mdignation and abhor- 
rence. Carazen, therefore, when he had locked hy 7 
door, and turning round with a look of circumſpective n . 
ſaſpicion proceeded to the moſque, was followed by every e. 
eye with ſilent malignity ; the poor ſuſpended their ſup- Mud: 
plication when he paſſed by ; and though he was known 


by every man, yet no man ſaluted him, a 
| Sven 
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soch had long been the life of Caraxan, and ſuch 
uns the character which he had acquired, when notice 
W given by proclamation, that he was removed to a 
yionificent building in the centre of the city, that his 
able ſhould be ſpread for the public, and that the 
anger ſhould: be welcome to his bed. The moltitude 
hon raſhed like a torrent to his door, where they be- 
ed bim diſtributing bread to the hungry and apparel 
ythe raked, his eye ſofcened with compaſſion, and his 
deek glowing with delight. Every one gazed with 


foniſhment at the prodigy ; and the murmur of innumer- 


ple voices increafing like the ſound of approaching 
under, Carazan beckoned with his hand; attention 
pended the tumult in a moment, and he thus gratified 
te curioſity which had procured him audience. 


To Hiu who touches the mountains and they ſmoke, 


Ty: ALMIGHTY and Tre Mosr MEerciFul, be 
nelaſtiog honour! He has ordained ſleep to be the mi- 
ſer of inſtruction, and his viſions have reproved me 


we night. As I was fitting alone in my Haram, 


th my lamp burning before me, computing the pro- 


b& of my merchandize and exulting in the increaſe of 
ky wealth, I fell into a deep ſleep, and the hand of 
u who dwells in the third heaven was upon me. I 
held the Angel of death —_— forward like a whirl- 


md, and he ſmote me before I could deprecate the 
low, At the ſame moment I felt myſelf lifted from 
ke ground, and tranſported with aſtoniſhing rapidity 
irough the regions of the air. The earth was con- 
ntted to an atom beneath; and the ſtars glowed round 
te with a luſtre that obſcured the ſun. The gate of 
MRADISE was now in fight; and I was intercepted by 
adden brightneſs which no human eye could behold : 
ie irre voc ble ſentence was now to be pronounced; my 
ay of probation was paſt; and from the evil of my 
le nothing could be taken away, nor could any thing 
E added to the good. When I reflected that my lot 
I cte:nity was caſt, which not all the powers of na- 


ue could reverſe, my confidence totally forſook me; 


ad while I ſtood trembling and filent, covered with 
confuſion 
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* cauſe it was not prompied by Love or Gon; x 


«condemn the bounty of Heaven ? If not upon 


6+ praſped thy treaſures with a hand of iron: t 


driven by ſome ſecret and irrefiſtable power throv 
the glowing ſyſtem of creation, and paſſed innumera 
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confuſion and chilled with horror, I was thus addr 


by the radiance that flamed before me. 
© CaRazan, thy worſhip has not been accepted, 


ther can thy righteouſneſs be rewarded, becauſe it Mie. 
« not produced by LOVE or Man; for thy own ( 
« only, haſt thou rendered to every man hi: 'due; q 
„ thou haſt approached the ALMIGHTY 
« for thyſelf. Thou has not lcoked up with gratit 
„ nor round thee with kindneſs. Around-thee, t 
4 haft, indeed, beheld vice and folly ; but if vice; 
«« folly could juſtify thy parfimony, would they 


« fooliſh and the vicious, where ſhall the ſun diffuſe 
light, or the clouds diſtill their dew ? where ſhall 
«© lips of the ſpring breathe fragrance, or the hand 
autumn diffuſe plenty? Remember, Caravan, hv 
* thou haſt ſhut compaſſion from | thine heart, 


«+ haſt lived for thyſelf; and therefore, hencefohue 
« for ever thou ſhalt ſubſiſt alone. From the lig 
« of heaven, and from the ſociety of all beings, ff 
« thou be driven; ſolitude ſhall protract the | 
« gering hours of eternity, and darkneſs aggrar 
« the horrors of deſpair.” At this moment I. 


worlds in a moment. As I approached the verge 
nature, I perceived the ſhadows of total and bound 
vacuity deepen before me, a dreadful region of 'etert 
filence, ſolitude and darkneſs ! Unutierable horror ſeiz 
me at the proſpect, and this exclamation burſt from! 
with all the vehemence of deſire: O! that I 
e been doomed for ever to the common receptacle 
<« impenitence and guilt! there ſociety would have al 
« viated the torment of deſpair, and the rage of i 
could not have excluded the comfort of light. 
« it 1 had been condemned to reſide on a comet, u 
* would return but once in a thouſand years to the 
* gions of light and life; the hope of theſe peri- 


4% hOwWever diſtant, would chear me in the dreary in. 
x E 6 | 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 259 


livide eternity into time. While this thought paſſed 


d, Ws: my mind, I loſt ſight of the remoteſt tar, and the 
1 glimmering of light was quenched in utter darkneſs. 
it ie 2gonies of deſpair every moment increaſed, as 
nei moment augmented my diſtance from the laſt ha- 
„ le world. I reflected with intolerable anguiſh, 


it when ten thouſand thouſand years had carried me 


it ond the reach of all but that Powe R who fills infini- 
. 1 ſhould ſtill look forward into an immenſe abyſs 
e MM darkneſs, through which I ſhould ftill drive without 
or and without ſociety, farther and farther till, - 
never and for ever. I then ſtretched out my hands 


wards the regions of exiſtence, with an emotion that 
ed me. Thus have I been taught to eſtimate ſo- 
ty, like every other bleſſing, by its loſs. My heart 
garmed to liberality ; and I am zealous to communi- 
tt the happineſs which I feel, to thoſe from whom it 
krived ; for the ſociety of one wretch, whom in the 
le of proſperity I would have ſpurned from my door, 
ud, in the dreadful ſolitude to which I was condemn- 
have been more highly prized, than the gold of 4fr:c, 
the gems of Golconda. . 
Ar this reflection upon his dream, Carazan became 
denly filent, and looked upward in an extacy of gra- 
de and devotion. The multitude were ſtruck at once 
tb the precept and example; and the Caizph, to whom 
event was related, that he might be liberal beyond 
power of gold, commanded it to be recorded for the 
vehe of poſterity. 


HISSHISCSISISIIIISS008S 


| docrates's All gory of the Origin of Love. 
[Tatler Ne go.] 


| HE paſſion of love happened to be the ſubject 
of diſcourſe between two or three of us at the 
Ie of the poets this evening; and among other ob- 
tions, it was remarked, that the ſame ſentiment 
on 


gal of cold and darkneſs, and the viciſſitude would 
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little ſort of diſſertation on this occaſion. It is f 


ciple; and as for all others, whether ambition, en 


happy, ſhould not be cultivated to the utmoſt ade 


260 THE MORAL MISCELLANY, 
on this paſſion had run through all languages ang x 
tions. Mernmius, who has a very good taſte, fell int 


he) remarkable, that no paſſion has been treated by 
who have touch'd upon it with the ſame bent of deff 
but this. The poets, the moraliſts, the painters, in 
their deſcriptions, allegories, and pictures, have rep 
ſented it as a ſoft torment, a bitter ſweet, a pleafi 
pain, or an agreeable diſtreſs, and have only expreſ 
the ſame thought in a different manner. 

| T na x joining of pleaſure and pain together in { 
devices, ſeems to me the only pointed thought le 
read which is natural; and it muſt have proceed 
from its being the univerſal ſenſe and experience 
mankind, that they have all ſpoken of it in the fa 
manner. I have in my own reading remarked an hy 
dred and three epigrams, fifty odes, and ninety-one ſt 
tences, tending to this ſole purpoſe. | 

Ir is certain, there is no other paſſion which de 
produce ſuch contrary effects in ſo great a degree: | 
this may be ſaid for love, that if ycu ſtrike it out 
the ſou}, life would be infipid, and our being but h 
animated. Human nature would fink into deadn 
and lethargy, if not quickened with ſome active pr 


or avarice, which are apt to poſſeſs the mind in the: 
ſence of this paſſion, it muſt be allowed that they ha 
| Roper pains, without the compenſation of ſuch exq 
ite pleaſures as thoſe we find in love. The great ik 
is to heighten the ſatisfactions, and deaden the ſono e 
of it, which has been the end of many of my laboulliſiſio- 
and ſhall continue to be ſo for the ſervice of the wo 
in general, and in particular of the fair ſex, who a 
always the beſt or the worſt part of it. It is pity t 
a paſſion, which has in it a capacity of making | 


tage. Reaſon, prudence, and good nature, rightly a 
plied, can thoroughly accomplith this great end, p 
vided they have always a real and conſtant love 
work upon. But this ſubject I ſhall treat more at la 


in the hiſtory of my married ſiſter, and in the me: 
ti 
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+» ſhall conclude my reflection on the pains and plea- 
which attend this paſſion, with one of the fineſt 
Loories Which I think I have ever read. It is inven- 
by the divine Plato, and to ſhew the opinion he 
«(elf had of it, aſcrib'd by him to his admired So- 


„ whom he repreſents as diſcourſing with his 


znds, and giving the hiſtory of love in the following 


ner. | 

kr the birth of Beauty (ſays he) there was a great 
| made, and many gueſts invited: among the reſt, 
b the god Plenty, who was the ſon of the god- 
b Pruden:e, and inherited many of his mother's vir- 


„ After a full entertainment, he retired into the 


Jen of Jupiter, which was hung with a great variety 
imbrofial fruits, and ſeems to have been a very pro- 
rretreat for ſuch a gueſt. In the mean time an un- 
wy female called Powerty, having heard of this great 
h repaired to it in hopes of finding relief. The 
t place ſhe lights upon was Jupiter's garden, which 
erally ſtands open to people of all conditions. Po- 
m enters, and by chance finds the god Plenty aſleep 
t, She was immediately fired with his charms, laid 
elf down by his fide, and managed matters ſo well, 

ſhe conceived a chid by him. The world was 
7 much in ſuſpence upon the occaſion, and could 
imagine to themſelves what would be the nature of 
fant that was to have its original from two ſuch 
rents. At the laſt, the child appears; and who 
ud it be but Lowe. I his infant grew up, and prov- 
lo all his behaviour, what he really was, a com- 
nd of oppoſite beings. As he is the ſon of Plenty, 
o-was the offspring of Prudence) he is ſubtle, in- 
ging, full of ſtratagems, and devices; as the ſon of 
erty, he is fawning, begging, ſerenading, delighting 
le at a threſhold, or beneath a window. By the 
ber, he is audacious, full of hopes, conſcious of merit, 


therefore quick of reſentmeat : by the mother, he 


babtful, timorous, mean-ſpirited, fearful of offending, 
labject in ſubmiſſions. In the ſame hour you may 
im tranſported with raptures, talking of immortal 
alures, and appearing ſatisfied as a god ; and im- 


mediately 
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mediately after, as the mortal mother prevails in! 
compoſition, you beheld him pining, languiſhing, q 
ſpairing, dying. | 

I nave been always wonderfully delighted wi 
fables, allegories, and the like inventions, which t 
politeſt and the beſt inſtructors of mankind have alwa 
made uſe of: they take off from the ſeverity of it 
ſtruction, and inforce it at the ſame time that they col 
ceal it. The ſuppoſing Lowe to be conceived immed 
ately after the birth of Beauty, the parentage of Pe 
and the inconſiſtency of this paſſion with its ſelf ſo ni 
turally derived to it, are great maſter-ſtrokes in th 
fable; and if they fell into good hands, might furni 
out a more pleaſing canto than any in Spencer. 


5000000000000 


The Advantages of repreſenting Human Nature in; 
proper Dignny. [ Tatler, No 108, 


T is not to be imagined, how great an effect we 
I diſpoſed lights, with proper forms and orders | 
aſſemblies, have upon ſome tempers. I am ſure I fee 
it in ſo extraordinary a manner, that I cannot in a dn 
or two get out of my imagination any very beautifdi*" 
or diſagreeable impreſſion which I receive on ſuch oc 
caſions. For this reaſon I frequently look in at t 
play-houſe, in order to enlarge my thoughts, and wart 
my mind with ſome new ideas, that may be ſerviceab! 
to me in my lucubrations. 

I x this diſpoſition I entered the theatre the oth 
day, and placed myſelf in a corner of it, very conve 
nient for ſeeing, without being myſelf obſerved. 
found the audience huſhed in a very deep attetition 
and did not queſtion bur ſome noble tragedy was jul 
then in its crifis, or that an incident was to be unra 
velled which would determine - the fate of an hero 
While I was in this ſuſpence, expecting every momen 
to ſee my old friend Mr. Beiterton appear in all the ma 

jeſty of diſtreſs, to my unſpeakable amazement, the- 
| cam 
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ne up a monſter with a face between his feet; and 
| was. looking. on, he raiſed himſelf on one leg in 
2 perpendicular poſture, that the other grew in a 
4 line above his head. It afterwards twiſted itſelf 
q the motions and wreathings of ſeveral different a- 
vals, and after great variety of ſhapes and transfor- 
wons went off the ſtage in the figure of an human 


e. The admiration, the applauſe, the ſatisfac- 


led 


„ne be expreſted. I was very much out of counte- 


ze apprehenſion, for fear any foreigner ſhould be 
nt. Is it poſſible (thought 1) that human na- 
x can rejoice in its diſgrace, and take pleaſure in 
ng its own figure turned to ridicule, and diſtorted 
forms that raiſe horror and averfion ? There is 


wil 


phocked at the ſeeing characters of perſons. whe de- 
e eſteem for their virtue, knowledge, or ſervices to 
r country, placed in wrong lights, and by miſre- 


fe r; but methinks it is wonderful, that thoſe, who 
WWF: nothing but the outward figure to diltinguiſh them 
tiven, ſhould delight in ſeving it abuſed, vilified and 


braced, 

luus T confeſs, there is nothing that more pleaſes 
in all that T read in books, or fee among mankind, 
u ſuch paſſages as repreſent human nature in Its 
per dignity. As man is a creature made up of dit- 
ſit extremes, he has ſomething in him very great 
u rery mean: a ſkilful artiſt may draw an excellent 
lure of him in either of theſe views. The fineſt 
ors. of amiquity have taken him on the more ad- 


tle foul, raiſe in her a generous ambition, feed her 


can to widen the partition between the virtuous 
the vicious, by making the difference betwixt 


ma ' 
ef © great as between gods and brutes. In ſhort, it 
I Is 


gof the audience, during this ſtrange entertainment, 


xe for my dear countrymen, and looked about with 


dating diſingenuous and immoral in the being able 
bear ſuch a ſight. Men of elegant and noble minds, 


tentaion made the ſubject of buffoonery.. Such a 
tabhorrence is not Indeed to be found among the 
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ageous fide, They cultivate the natural grandeur 


d hopes of immortality and perfection, and do all 
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authors of this nature, had got a little ſmattering « 


tunities to ſhew his learning, began to eſtabliſh a ne 


264 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 


is impoſlible to read a page in Plato, Tully, and a tho 
ſand other antient moraliſts, without being a great 
and a better man tor it. On the contrary, I could neys 
read any of our modiſh French authors, or thoſe of 9 
own country, who are the imitators and admirers « 
that trifling nation, without being for ſome time oute 
humour with myſelf, and at every thing about my 
Their buſineſs is, to depreciate human nature, and co 
ſider it under its worſt appearances, They give me; 
interpretations and baſe motives to the worthieſt aq 
tions: they reſolve virtue and vice into conſtitution 
In ſhort, they endeavour to make no diſtinction betwet 
man and man, or between the-ſpecies of men and th; 
of brutes. As an inftance of this kind of authors,; 
mong many others, let any one examine the celebrat 
Rochefaucault, who is the great philoſopher for admin 
{tring of conſolation to the idle, the envious, and wort 
leſs part of mankind. 3 

I remember a young gentleman of moderate undet 
ſtanding but great vivacity, who by dipping into man 


knowledge, juſt enough to make an atheiit or a fre 
thinker, but not a philoſopher or a man of ſenſe. Wy 
theſe accompliſhments, he went to viſit his father in th 
country, who was a plain, rough, honeſt man, ah 
wiſe, tho“ not learned. The ſon, who took all op 


religion in the family, and to enlarge the narrowne 
of their country notions; in which he ſucceeded 

well, that he had ſeduced the butler by his table-talk 
and ſtaggered his eldeſt ſiſter. The old gentleman be 
gan to be alarmed at the ſchiſms that aroſe among hi 
children, but did not yet believe his ſon's doctrine t 
be ſo pernicious as it really was, till one day talking « 
his ſetting dog, the ſon ſaid, he did not queſtion bu 
Trey was as immortal as any one of the family; and! 
the heat of the argument told his father, that for hi 
own part, he expected to die like a dog. Upon whic 
the old man ſtarting up in a very great paſſion, cried od 
Then, ſirrah, you ſhall live like one; and raking h 


cane in his hand, cudgeiled him out of his ”m 
LE; Thi 
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i5 had ſo good an effect upon him, that he took up 
kn that day, fell to reading good books, and is now a 
cher in the Made Temple. 

[po not mention this cudgelling part of the ſtory 
ith a deſign to engage the ſecular arm in matters of 
n nature; bat certainly, if it ever exerts itſelf in af- 
firs of opinion and ſpeculation, it ought to do it on 
kh ſhallow and deſpicable pretenders to knowledge, 
% endeavour to give man dark and uncomfortable 
ſulpects of his being, and deftroy thoſe principles which 
je the ſupport, happineſs, and glory of all publick ſo- 
beties, as well as private perſons. 

[THINK it is one of Hytbagoras's golden ſayings, 
bot a man ſpould take care above all things to have a due 
2 for himſelf and it is certain, that this licentious 
of auchors, who are for depreciating mankind, en- 
kvour to diſappoint and undo what the moſt refined 


hits have been labouring to advance fince the begin- 


hr of the world. The very deſign of dreſs, good- 
feeding, outward ornaments and ceremony, were io lift 
human nature, and ſet it off to an advantage, Archi- 
ure, painting, and ſtatuary, were invented with the 
ine deſign ; as indeed every art and ſcience contri- 
es to the embelliſhment ok life, and to the wearing 
Fand throwing into ſhades the mean and low parts 
f onr nature. Poetrx carries on this great end more 
an all the reft, as may be ſeen in the following paſ- 
e taken out of Sir Francis Bacm's £ dvancement of 
Ering, which gives a truer and better account of 
bs art than all the volumes that were ever wraten 
Noa it. 


*PozT x v, eſpeciallyj heroical, ſeems to be raiſed 
together from a noble foundation, which makes 
noch for the dignity of man's nature. For ſeeing 
[this ſenſible world is in dignity inferior to the ſoul of 
tan, poeſy ſeems to endow human nature with that 
which hiſtory denies ; and to give ſatisfaction to the 
mind, with at leaſt the ſhadow of things, where the 


ſubſtance cannot be had. For if the matter be 
N tho- 
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% thoroughly conſidered, a ſtrong argument may | 

* drawn from poeſy, that a more ſtately: greatnelz 
e things, a more perfect order, and a more beautif 
e variety, delights the ſoul of man, than any way e. 
„ be found in nature ſince the fall. Wherefore {ceir 
* the acts and, events, which are the ſubjects of tr 
-6© hiſtory, are not of that amplitude as to content.: 
«© mind of man; poeſy is ready at hand to feigu 4 
* more heroical.. Becauſe true hiſtory reports the ſ 
« ceſſes of buſineſs not proportionable to the merit 
* virtues and vices, poeſy corrects it, and prefer 
« events and fortunes according to deſert, and acco 
* ing to the law of providence ; becauſe true hiſto 
e through the frequent ſatiety and fimilitude of thi 
« works a diſtaſte and miſpriſion in the mind of mat 
% poeſy cheareth and refreſheth the ſoul, chanti 
'© things rare and various, and full of viciſſitudes. 
* as poeſy ſerveth and conferreth to delectation, m. 
* nanimity and morality ; and therefore it may {e 
ce deſervedly to have ſome participation of divineng 
« becauſe it doth raiſe the mind, and exalt the { 
„with high raptures, by proportioning the ſheys 
* things to the deſires of the mind, and not ſubmiti 
«© the mind to things as reaſon and hiſtory do. A 
« by theſe allurements and  congruities, whereby 
* cheriſheth the ſoul of man, joined alſo with con 
of muſick, whereby it may more ſweet!y infinu 


A 


« itſelf ; it hath won ſuch acceſs, that it hath bern e 
* eſtimation even in rude times, and barbarous nato 
„ when our learning ſtood excluded“ pe 

Ber there is nothing which. favours and falls rg 
with this natural greatneſs and dignity of human | x 
ture ſo much as religion, which does not only p ng: 


miſe the entire refinement of the mind, but the gl 


fying of the body, and the immortality of both, . 


I 
N 


60 6 5 w re rc lr n l 5 5e S220 
De Efficacy of Poetry upon the Mind, 
7 Wal [Tatler, Ne 98.] 


N ingenious and worthy gentleman, my ancient 

friend, fell into diſcourſe with me this evening, 
yon the force and efficacy which the writings of good 
ets have. on the minds of their intelligent readers, 


pxether in the following manner, which he deſired me 


ſys; which 1 chuſe to co in his own words. 
InAvE always been of opinion (ſays he) that virtue 
as deepeſt into the heart of man, when it comes re- 


poſt active principle in our mind is the imagination: 
bit a good poet makes his court perpetually, and by 
lis faculty takes care to gain it firſt. Our paſſions and 


lets itſelf with pleaſure, in the end. Thus the whole 
hol is in ſenſibly betrayed into morality; by bribiog the 
fucy with beautiful and agreeable images of thoſe 
ery things, that in the books of the philoſophers ap- 
ar auſtere, and have- at the beſt but a kind of for- 
den aſpect. In a word, the poets do, as it were, 
bew the rough paths of virtue ſo full of flowers, that 
ye are not ſenſible of the uneaſineſs of them, and ima- 
ine ourſelves in the midſt of pleaſures, and the moſt 
twitching allurements, at the time we are making a 
rogreſs in the ſevereſt duties of life. 
Al men agree, that licentious poems do of all wri- 
ings ſooneſt - corrupt the heart: and why ſhould we 
tot be as univerſally perſwaded, that the grave and 
krious performances of ſuch as write in the moſt en- 
ging manner, by a kind of divine impulſe, mult be 
de molt effectual perſwaſives to goodneſs ? It therefore 
lyere bleſſed with a San, - order to the forming = 
2 is 
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nd recommended to me his ſenſe of the matter, thrown 


communicate to the youth of Great Britain in my 
lmmended by the powerful charms of poetry. The 


pelinations come over next; and our reaſon ſurren- 
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tions, which, as I read them, made me forget my age 
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his manners, (which is making him truly my ſon) 


ſhould be continually putting into his hand ſome 6 [ 
poet. The gracetul ſentences, and the manly ſent 0 
ments ſo frequently to be met with in every great an 
ſublime writer, are, in my judgment, tie moſt orn 4 
mental and valuable furniture that can be for a yay : 
gentleman's head; methiuks they ſhew like ſo mac 10 
rich embroidery upon the brain. Let me add to thi, * 
that humanity and tenderneſs, (without which the 4 
can be no true greatneſs in the mind) are inſpired. b a 
the muſes in ſuch pathetical language, that all we fin ſ 
in proſe-authors towards the railing and improving ( # 
theſe paſſions, is in compariſon but cold, or lukewarg 5 
at the beſt. There is beſides a certain elevation of ſou 1 
a ſedate magnanimity, and a noble turn of virtue, th; þ 
diſtinguiſhes the hero from the plain, honeſt man, t g 


which verſe can only raiſe us. The bold metaphoi 
and ſounding numbers, peculiar to the poets, rouze y 
all our ſleeping faculties, and alarm the whole powe 
of the ſoul, much like that excellent trumpeter mer 
tioned by Virgil. | 
Quo nm fræſtanlior alter 

Ere ciere Viros, Martemgue accendere Cantu, 


T FELL into this train of thinking this evening, uy 
on reading a paſſage in a maſk writ by Milton, whe 
two brothers are introduced ſeeking after their ſiſtei Mic 
whom they had loſt in a dark night and thick wood die 
One of tte brothers is apprehenſive leſt the wanderm 
virgin ſhould be overpowered with fears through t 
darkneſs and loneneſs of the time and place. Th 
gives the other occaſion to make the following rele 


and renewed in me the warm deſires after virtues, | 
natural to uncorrupted youth. 


J ds mt think my fiſler fo to ſeek 
Or fo unprincipled in Virtue's beck, 
And the faveet feace that goodneſs boſoms ex er, 


As that the ſingle want of light and noiſe 'N 
a 
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[Not Being in danger, as 1 truſt ſhe is wt) | 
Could fl r the conſtan mand of her calm thoughts, © © 
lid put them into miſbecoming plight. P 4 $44 
Virtue could fee to do what virtue would, | 


| By her o<on radiunt I gbt, tho“ ſun and moon 4 
du Ver in the flat ſea ſink. And wiſdoms ſelf 
70 "Oft ſcels to faveet retired ſolitude: | 


Where, evith her beft nurſe, comtemplation, | 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings, 0 
hat in the various buſtle of reſort | £291 
Were all too ruffled, and ſometimes imbair'ds 
"Be that has light within his oavn clear breaſt, A 
May fit 7 th* center, and enjoy bright da? | 
But he that hides a dark ſoul and foul thoughts, $ 
Benighted æ alis under the mid-day fun ; 

" Him/elf is bis own dungeon.  ' © 


EI ISIS ISAS ISR ISIGP 
Praiſe and Blame to be regarded only as relating to 
Things ſtrictly true. [Tatler, Ne 92.] 


* 


: 


Now] no manner of ſpeaking ſo offenſive as that 
15 giving praiſe, and cloſing it with an exception; 
wich proceeds (where men do not do it to introduce 
tice, and make calumny more effeCtual) from the 
wmmon error of conſidering man as a perfect creature. 
ſit if we rightly examine things, we ſhall find, that 
here is a fort of œconomy in providence, that one 
lall excel where another is defective, in order to make 
den more uſeful to each other, and mix them in ſociety, 
lis man having this talent, and that man another, is 
vnecefjary in converſation, as one profeſſing on trade, 
ud another another, is beneficial in commerce. The 
lppieſt climate does not produce all things; and it 
"as ſo ordered, that one part of the earth ſhould want 
le product of another, for unjting mankind in a ge- 
kral correſpondence and good underſtanding. It is 
4 N 3 there- 
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therefore want of good ſenſe as well as good natute in 
to ſay, Simplicius has a better judgment, but not ſo muiMI'% 1 
wit as Latins ; for that theſe have not each other's e be 
Pacities, is no more a diminution to either, than if y6 ple 
ſhould ſay, Simplicius is not Latius, or Latius not Sim 


cius. The heathen world had ſo little notion that'p 
ſection was to be expected amongſt men, that amon 
them any one quality or endowment in an heroic de 
gree made a god. Hercules had ſtrength ; but it w; 
never objected to him that he wanted wit. ol pre 
fided over wit, and it was never aſked whether he ba" 
firength, We hear no exceptions againſt the beauty « 
Minerva, or the wiſdom of Yenus. Theſe wiſe hea 
thens were glad to immortalize any one ſerviceable gift 
and overlook all imperfections in the perſon who hat 
it: but with us it is far otherwiſe, for we reject ma 

eminent virtues, if they are accompanied with one ap: 
parent weakneſs. The reflecting after this manner 
made me account for the ſtrange delight men take it 
reading lampoons and ſcandal, with which the ag 
abounds, and of which I receive frequent complaints 
Upon mature confideration, I find it is principally fot 
this reaſon, that the worſt of markind, the libellers 
receive ſo much encouragement in the world. The 
low race of men take a ſecret pleaſure in finding a 
eminent character levelled to their condition by a re 
port of its defects, and keep themſelves in countenance 
though they are excelled in a thouſand virtues, if the 
believe they bave in common with a great perfon an 
one fault. The libeller falls in with this humour 
and gratifies this baſeneſs of temper, which is natu 
rally an enemy to extraordinary merit, Tt is from this, 
that libel and ſatire are promiſcuouſly joined togethe 
in the notions of the vulgar, though the ſatiriſt and 
libe'ler differ as much as the magiſtrate, and the mur- 
derer. In the -conſideration of human life, the fa 
tiriſt never falls upon perſons who are not glaringly 
faulty, and the libeller on none but who are conſpicu- 
ouſly commendable. Were I to expoſe any vice in a 


good or great man, it ſhould certainly be by correQing 
| | 


ey > "2 


* 
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vin ſome one where that crime was the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
pg part of the character; as pages are chaſtized for 
de admoni: ion of princes. When it is performed other- 
ge, the vicious are kept in credit, by placing men of 
perit.in the ſame accuſation. But all the paſquils Jams 
ns and libels, we meet with now a days, are a fort 
playing with the four and twenty letters, and throw- 
ig them into names and characters, without ſenſe, 
ruth or wit. In this caſe, I am in great perplexity to 
ow whom they mean, and ſhould be in diftreſs for 
hoſe they abuſe, if I did not ſee their judgment and 
poenuity in thoſe they commend. This 1s the true 
yay of examining a libel; and when men conſider, 
hat no one man living thinks the better of their heroes 
ind patrons for the panegyrick given them, none can 
tink themſelves leſſened by the'r invective. The hero 
or patron in a libel, is but a ſcavenger to carry off the 
lit, and by that very employment is the filthieſt crea- 
ure in the ſtreet. Dedications and panegyricks are 
ſequently ridiculous, let them be addreſſed where they 
jill; but at the front, or in the body of a libel, to 
ammend a man, is ſaying to the perſons applauded, 
My lord, or Sir, I have pulled down all men that 
" the reſt of the world think great and honourable, 
" and here is a clear ſtage; you may as you pleaſe be 
* valiant or wiſe; you may chooſe to be on the mili- 
* tary or civil liſt ; for there is no one brave who com- 
* mands, or juſt who has power: You may rule the 
* world now it is empty, which exploded you when it 
„was full: I have knocked out the brains of all whom 
mankind thought good for any thing ; and I doubt 
not, but you will reward that invention, which found 
er out the only expedient to make your lordſhip, or 
d * your worſhip, of any conſideration.” 
MM Had I the honour to be in a libel, and had eſca- 
ed the approbation of the author, I ſhould look upon 
t exactly in this manner. But tho” it is a thing thus 
perfectly indifferent, who is exalted or debaſed in ſuch 
performances, yet it is not ſo with relation to the au- 
tors of them; therefore I ſhall, for the good of my 
N 4 5 coufitry 
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country, hereafter take upon me to - puniſh the 1 
wretches. What is already paſe'd, may die away ac 
cording to its Nature, and continue in its preſent obli 
vion; but for the future, I ſhall take notice. of ſuch 
enemies to honour and virtue, and preſerve them tc 
immortal infamy : their names ſhall give freſh offencs 
many ages hence, and be deteſted a thouſand years 21 
ter the commiſſion of their crime. It ſhall not avail 
that theſe children of infamy publiſh their works unde; 


feigned names, or under none at all; for I am ſo per Wyre 
fectly well acquainted with the ſtyles of all my contem 
poraries, that I ſhall not fail of doing them juſtice, with 1 
their proper names, and at their full length.. Let there Ml 4 


fore theſe miſcreants enjoy their preſent act of o 
and take care how they offend hereaſter... 
Bu T to avert our eyes from ſuch objects, it is me 
thinks but requiſite to ſettle our opinion in the caſe of 
praiſe and blame: and I believe, the only true way tc 
cure that ſenſibility of reproach, which is a commog 
weakneſs with the moſt virtuous men, is to fix their re- 
card Hrmly upon only what is ſtricty true, in relation to 
their advantage, as well as diminution. For af I am 
pleaſed with commendation which I do not deſerve, { 
ſhall from the ſame temper be concerned at ſcandal [ 
do not deſerve. But he that can think of falſe ap- 
plauſe with as much contempt as falſe detraction, will 
certainly be prepared for all adventures, and will be- 
come all occaſions. : Undeſerved praiſe can pleaſe-only 
thoſe who went merit, and undeſerved reproach frigh- 
ten only thoſe who want ſincerity. I have thought of 
this with ſo much attention, that I ſancy there can be- 
no other method in nature found for the cure of that 
delicacy, which gives good men pain under ca{umny, 
but placing fati-!acion no weere but in a juſt ſenſe of 
their own integrity, without regard to the opinion of 
others. If we have not ſuch 2 foundation as this, there 
is no help againſt ſcanda}, but being in obſcurit), 
which to noble minds is not being at all. The truth of 
it is, this love of praiſe dwells moſt in great and heroic 
ſpirits ; and thoſe who beſt delerve it, have*generally: 
the 


blivian 


zee moſt exquiſite zeliſh of it. Methinks I ſee the re- 
W.wocd 4exander, after a painful and laborious march, 
midſt the beats of a parched ſoil and a burning cli- 
nate, ſitting over the head of a fountain, and after a 
haoght of water - pronounce that memorable ſaying: 
0% 4thenians / How much do I ſuffer that you may 
well of me ? The Athenians were at that time the 
med of the world, and their libels againſt Alexander 
were written as he was a profeſſed enemy of their fate: 
ut how monſtrous would ſuch invectives have appear d 
n Macedonians. LIL 
As love of reputation is a darling paſſion in great 
zen, ſo the defence of them in this particular is the 
ineſs of every man of honour and honeſty. We 
would run on ſuch an occaſion (as if a publick building 
jas on fire) to the relief, and all who ſpread or pub- 
kh ſach deteſtable pieces as traduce their merit, ſhould 
» uſed like incendiaries. It is the common czuſe of 
we covntry to ſupport the reputation of thoſe who pre- 
we it againſt invaders ; and every man is attacked 
i te perſon of that neighbour who deſerves well of 
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0 OTH ING is more neceſſary, in order to 


wear off any particularities in our behavi- 


or, or to root out any perverſeneſs in our opinions, 
c itn mixing with perſons of ages and occupations diffe- 
„ru from our own. Whoſoever confines himſelf en- 
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tirely to the ſociety of thoſe who are engaged in th 
fame perſuits, and whoſe thoughts naturally take th 
ſame turn with his own, acquires a certain ſtiffneſs ani 
pedantry of behaviour, which is ſure to make him dif 
agreeable, except in one particular ſet of company. In 
Read of cramping the mind by keeping it within ſo na 
row a circle, we ſhould endeavour to enlarge it by eye 
worthy notion and accompliſhment; and temper eac 
qualification with it's oppoſite, as the four elements: 
compounded in our natural frame. 
Tus neceſlity of this free converſation, to open an 
improve the mind, is evident from the confequence 
which always follow a neglect of it. The employmer 


each man is engaged in, wholly engroſſes his attention 


and tinges the mind with a peculiar die, which the 


itfelf in all the operations of it, unleſs prevented by nd 


tural good ſenſe or a liberal education. The phyfician 
the lawyer, and the tradeſmen will appear in compan 
5954 none of thoſe occupations are the ſubject of dif 


courſe ; and the clergyman will grow moroſe and ſey 


who ſeldom or never converſes with the laity. If n 
particular profeſſion has this influence over us, for 
darling paſſion or amuſement gives a colour to or 
thoughts and actions, and makes us odious or at leal 
ridiculous. Fine ladies for inſtance, by deſpiſing t 
converſation of ſenſible men, can talk of nothing bu 
routs, balls, aſſemblies, birth-day ſuits, and intrigues 
and fine gentlemen, for the ſame reaſon, of almo 
nothing at all. In like manner, the furious. partizah 
who has not been weaned from a mad attachment i 
particular principles, is weak enough to * 


man of a different way of thinking a fool and a ſcoung 


drel; and the ſectaty or zealot devotes to eternal dam 


nation all thoſe, who will not go to heaven in the 
fame road with himſelf, under the guidance of MT 


W-:/icy, or Count Zinzendorff. To the ſame cauſe v 
owe the rough country ſquire, whoſe ideas are wholl 
bent on guns, dogs, horſes, and game; and who b: 
every thing about him of a piece wich his diverſion: 


His hall muſt be adorned with ſtags heads, inſtead © 
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e and ſtatues; and in the room of family pictures, 
e will ſee prints of the moſt famous ſtallions and 
"an Wzce-borſes : all his doors open and ſhut with foxes feet ; 
even the buttons of his cloaths are impreſſed with 
1 figures of dogs, foxes, ſtags, and horſes. To this 
„dard practice of cultivating only one ſet of ideas, and 
lutting ourſelves out from any intercourſe with the reſt 
of the world, is owing that narrowneſs of mind, which 
ls infected the converſation of the polite world with 
nüpidity, made roughneſs and brutality the characte- 
rltics of a mere country gentleman, and produced the 
zoſt fatal conſequences in politics and religion. 


. rad is ſo neceſſary to remove any impreſſions, which 
Are may be liable to receive from any particular em- 
loyment or darling amuſement, what precautions ought 
p be uſed, in order to remedy the inconveniencies na- 
wally brought on us by the different ages of life! It is 
zot certain, that a perſon will be engaged in any pro- 
kfion, or given up to any peculiar kind of pleaſure 
bot the mind of every man is ſubject to the inclinations 
viding from the ſeveral ſtages of his exiſtence, as well 
his body to chronical diſtempers. This, indeed, 
Mr. Town, is the principal cauſe of my writing to you: 
or it has often given me great concern to ſee the pre- 
{nt divifion between-the young and the old ; to obſerve. 
elderly men forming themſelves into clubs and ſocieties, 
that they may be more ſecurely ſeparated from youth ; 
and 1 10 young men running into diſſipation and de- 
bauchery, rather than aſſociate with age. If each party 
would labour to conform to the other, from ſuch a coa- 
ltion many advantages would accrue to both. Our 
youth would be inſtructed by the experience of age, and 
boſe much of that levity, which they retain too long: 
whule at the ſame time the wrinkled brow of the aged 
would be ſmoothed by the ſprightly chearfulneſs of 
youth ; by which they might ſupp'y the want of ſpirits, 
forget the loſs of old friends, and bear with eaſe ail 
ther wordly misfortunes. It is remarkable, that thoſe 
young men are the moſt worthy and ſenſible, who have 
kept up any intercourſe with the old; and that thoſe od 
LS N 6 men 


Bur if this commerce with the generality of man- 
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1 
men are of the moſt chearful and amiable diſpoktign Wil 
who have not been aſhamed to converſe with we ves 
Woung. ien ee | wet nd 
1 wiliL not pretend to decide, which party is modi by 
blameable innegleRing this neceſſary commerce with eaci it 
other; which, if properly managed, would be at once ich 
ſo beneficial and delightful: but it undoubtedly atiſe inc 
from a certain ſelfiſhneſs and obſtinacy in both, which ico 
wiel got ſuffer them to make a mutual allowance for the are 
natural difference of their diſpoſitions. ' Their inch he 
nation are, indeed, as different as their years; yet each te 
expects the other to comply, though neither will make oft 
any advances. How rarely do we ſee the leaſt degree ide 
of ſociety preſerved between a father and a fon! be. 
ſhocking reflection, when we conſider that nature ha er 
endeavoured to unite them by parental affection on one 
fide, and filial gratitude on the other, Vet a father andi he 
fon as ſeldom live together with any tolerable harmony, in 
as an huſband and wife; and ehiefly for the ſame rea | 
fon : for though they are both joined under the ſame bo 
yoke, yet they are each tugging different ways. A ſa- ge 
ther might as well expect his ſon to be as gouty and in- it. 
firm as himſelf, as to have the diſpoſition which he has ni 
eontracted from age; and a ſon might as reaſonably de- th 
ſire the vigour and vivacity of five and twenty, as his m: 
own love of gaiety and diverſions in his father. It is v1 
therefore evident, that a mutual endeavour to conform in 

to each other is abſolutely requiſite to keep together the WM wi 
cement of natural affection, which an untractable ſtub-WMl re: 
bornneſs ſo frequently diſſolves; or at leaft, if it does th 
not diſturb the affection, it conſtantly deſtroys the ſocie- 2 
ty been father and ſon. in 
Tuis unhappy and unnatural diviſion is often the u 
ſubject of complaint in perſons of both ages; but is k 
Rill - unremedied, becaufe neither reflect on the cauſe * 
whence it proceeds. Old men are perpetually com- 9 
ment'ng on the extreme levity of the times, and blam- W 13 
ing the young, becauſe they do not admire and court WW fe 
their company: which, indeed, is no wonder, ſinee i 2 
U 


they generally treat their youthful companions as mere 


chidren 
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dildren, and expects ſuch a flaviſh deference to theis 

rs, as deſtroys that equality by which chearfulneſs 
1nd ſociety ſubſiſts. Young men do not like to be chid 
by a proverb, or reproved by a wrinkle: but tho' they do 
vt chuſe to be corrected by their grave ſeniors like 
chool- boys, they would be proud to conſult them as 
friends; Which the 1njudicious ſeverity of old age ſel- 
om will permit, not deigning to indulge them width ſo 
geat a degree of freedom and familiarity. Vouth, on 
he other hand, ſhun the company of age, complaining of 
te ſmall regard and reſpect paid to them, though they 
often act with ſo little refer ve and ſuch unbecoming con- 
fdence, as not to deſerve it. Suppoſe the old were 
pleaſed with the natural flow of ſpirits and lively eon- 
rerſation of youth, ſtil ſome reſpect may be challenged 
x due to them; nor ſhould the decency and ſobriety of 
heir characters ever be inſulted by any improper or 
mmodeft converſation. 5 e ee 

I am an old man myſelf, Mr. Towr, and Thave an only 
boy, whoſe behaviour to me is unexceptionable : permit, 
ne, therefore, to dwell a moment longer on favou- 
ite ſubject, and I will conclude. With what dea 
night all parents and children hve together, if the fa: 
ther would ſtrive to ſoften the rigour of age, and re- 
member that his ſon muſt naturally poſſeſs ale qualities, 
which ever accompany youth; and if the ſon would 


mW im return endeavour! to ſuit himſelf to thoſe infirmities, 
ne WM which his father received from old age! If they would 
b: reciprocally ſtudy to be agreeable to each other, the fa. 
es Wl ther would inſenfibly ſubſtitute affection in the room of 


authority, and loſe the charliſh ſeverity and peeviſhneſs 
incident to his years: while the ſon would curb the 


unbecoming impetuoſity of his youth, 2 his re- 
ea 


is lactance to obey into a conſtant attention to pleaſe, and 
fe Wl remit much of his extreme gaiety in conformity to the 
- gravity of his father. Wherever ſuch a turn of mind 


-s encooraged, there muſt be happineſs and agreeable 
t fociety: and the contrary qualities of youth and 
e age, thus blended, compoſe the ſureſt cement of atfec- 
e don; as colours of the moſt oppoſite tints, by a ſkilful 

* N mixture, 
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mixture, each giving and receiving certain ſhades, will 
form a picture, the moſt heightened and exquiſite in 
it's colouring. I am, Sir, | e and 


Your moſt humble Servant, 7 
JOHN BEVIL, 

Letter of Advice to a YOUNG AcapRU M. 
[ Connoiffeur, Ne 82,] 


"Dear Sin, 


As you are now going to the Univerſity, I would 
A not be thought to pay ſo ill a compliment to your 
own natural good ſenſe, as to ſuppoſe, that you will 
not (like many young gentlemen of fortune) in ſome 
meaſure apply yourſelf to ſtudy : otherwiſe the time 
you ſpend there will be entirely loſt ; for (as Swi? very 
juſtly remarks) * all ornamental parts of education are 
« better taught in other places.” At the ſame time l 
do nat mean, that you ſhould commence Pedant, and 
be continually poring on a book ; fince that will rather 

uzzle, than inform the underſtanding. And though [ 

now many prightly young gentlemen of lively and 
quick parts affect to deſpiſe it altogether, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to learn ene Logic; 1 mean in the ſame 
manner one would learn Fencing— not to attack others, 
but to defend one's ſelf. In a word, you will find it a great 
unhappineſs, when you return hither, if you do not bring 
with. you ſome taſte for reading: for a mere country 

entleman, who can find no ſociety in books, will haye 
tle elſe to do, befides following his ſports, but to fit, 
as ſquire of the company, tippling among a parcel of 


idle wretches, whoſe underſtandings are nearly on a level 
with his dogs and horſes. „ 

I has been an eſtabliſhed maxim, that the world will 
always form an opinion of perſons according to the com- 


pany they are known to keep. In the Univerſity, as | 
1 


K — . & 
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yell as in other places, there are people, whom we ought 
o avoid, as we would the plague: and as it is of the 
umoſt conſequence, whether you plunge at once into 
extravagance and debauchery, or ſink gradually into 


indolence and ſtupidity, 1 ſhall point out ſome of theſe 


q peſts of ſociety in as few words as poſlible. 
Taz firſt perſon I would caution you againſt, is the 
rech that takes a delight to turn religionanto ridicule : 


one who employs that ſpeech, which was given him by 


- WH God to celebrate his praiſe, in queſtioning his very 
being. This, as it is impious in itſelf, is likewiſe the 

2.) WY height of i])-manners. | It is hoped, there are but few 
of them to be met with in a place of ſound doctrine 
and religious education: but wherever they are, they 
ought to be avoided as much poflible ; and if they will 
force themſelves into our company, they ſhould be uſed 
with the ſame contempt, with which they have the har- 
dineſs to treat their Maker. And this, I can aſſure you, 
may be done ſafely: for I never knew any body who 
pretended to be above the fear of Gop, but was under the 
noſ terrible apprehenſions, whenever attacked by man. 
Tus next character, whom I would adviſe you to 


the former. The gaming table is his ſhrine, and for- 
tune his deity; nor does he ever ſpeak or think of any 
other, unleſs by way of blaſphemy, oaths and curſes, 
when he has had a bad run at cards or dice. He has 
not the leaſt notion of friendſhip; but would ruin his 
own brother, if it might be of any advantage to him- 
ſelf, He, indeed, profeſſes himſelf your friend; but 
that is only with a deſign to draw you in: for his trade 
is inconliftent with the principles of honour or juſtice, 
without which there can be no real friendſhip. It ſhould, 
therefore, be the care of every gentleman, not to hold 


cannot enjoy, without giving up his eſtate, ES 

Fus next perſon, whom we ought to beware of, is a 
Dzxunxarp; one that takes an unaccountable pleaſure 
in ſapping his conſtitution, and drowning his underſtand- 


ing. He conſtantly goes ſenſeleſs to bed, and ler 
| m 


ſhun, is the Gauksrzx, in ſome reſpects not unlike 


- WJ any commerce with ſach people, whoſe acquaintance he 
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maukiſh in the eaiy in body t: 


morning nor can he be 
or mind, till he has renewed his doſe, and again put 4“ 
himſelf beyond the reach of reflection. I would, there . or 
fore, entreat you by all means to void an habit, which 
will at once ruin your health, and impair your intelle&s, 
It is a misfortune, that fociety ſhould be eſteemed dull 
and inſipid without the aſſiſtance of the bottle to enliven 
It: ſo that a man cannot entirely reſra in from his glaſs, 
if he keeps any company at all. But let it be remem- 
bered, that in drinking, as well as in talking, we ought 
always to keep a watch over the doors of our lips.” 
A Lownct#s is A creature, that you will often ſee Whit 
tolling in a coffee houſe, or ſauntering about the ſtreets, We n 
with great calmneſs, and a moſt inflexible ſtupidity in | 
his countenance. He takes as much pains as the Sot, to Wh | 
fly from his own thoughts; and is at length happily ar- Wb: 
rived-at the higheſt pitch of indolence both in mind and is 
He would be as inoffenſive, as he is dull, if it Whith 
were not that his idleneſs is contagious; ſor, like the Nun 
torpedo, he is ſure to benumb and take away all ſenſe of Wir! 
feeling from every one, wich whom he happens to come Wlkte 
Ir were alſo beſt to forbear the company of a Wit: 
Wax anGLER, or a perſon of a litigious temper. This 
ſometimes ariſes, not from any great ſhare of-ill-nature, 

but from a vain pride of e one's parts, or {kill in 
argumentation. It is frequently obſerved of young WMId7 
Academics in particular, that they are very apt imperti- Wl / 
nently to engage people in a diſpute, whether they will Wi 
or not. But this is contrary to all the rules of good- Win 
breeding, and is never practiſed by any man of ſenſe, Wn: 
that has ſeen much of the world. I have ſometimes Wii! 
known a perion of great ſaueineſs and volubility of ex - Wi: 
preſſion, confuted by the Argwmentum Bacmlinnm, and Wi: 
doth his head and his ſyliogiſm broken at the ſame WI" 
time. St | . 
I need not point out to you the profligate Rax x or the Wi! 
affected Cox cou, as perſons from whoſe company Wi" 
yon can reap no fort of benefit. From the firſt the good W't 
principles, already inſtilled into you, wall — 
ere 
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e you; and I am ſure you have too much real ſenſe, 
xt to deſpiſe the abſurd fopperies of the latter, Noted 
As are no leſs to be avoided, as the common peſts 
bociety. They are often of a miſchievous diſpoſition, 
ad by their calumnies and falſe ſuggeſtions take a 
jeafure in ſetting the moſt intimate friends at variance. 
lt if they only deal in harmleſs and improbable lies, 
heir acquaintance maſt frequently be out of countenance 
hr them; and if we ſhould venture to repeat after 
bem, I am ſure it is the way to be out of cqunterance 
uourſelv es % er 
zur above all I muſt adviſe you never to engage, at 
at not with any degree of violence, in any PARTY. 
not tranſported by the clamorous jollity of talking 
atriots beyond the ſober dictates of reafon and juſtice ; 


hbarter your integrity and peace of mind for the pa 
usfaftion of improving your fortunes, If you behave 


warted by all Pre > but if otherwiſe, you will cer- 
unly be deſpiſed by all. Perhaps indeed, if you ſhould 
kreafter © engage | 


ter bull dogs, who Tpit in their mouths, clap them on 


che horns of their antagoniſt. 

i- Ares having guarded you aga'nſt the evil influence 
U your own ſex, I cannot conclude without throwin e 
I. Wi 2 word or two concerning the Ladies. But that 


jaſs over their ſaults; only hoping, that their excellen- 
ces will not tempt you to precipitate a match with one 
nuch your inferior in birth and fortune, though © en- 


qual matches it ſometimes happens, that mutual love 


le repent of our bargain : and though Repentance be 


pr let the infinuating voice of corruption tempt _ 
try 
jth honour and prudence, you will be regarded and 


e in elections, and ſpend your o.] ä 
noney to ſupport another's caufe, the perſon, in whoſe 
nereſt you are, may ſhake you by the hand, and ſwear 
pu are a very honeſt gentleman :—juft as butchers treat 


be back, and then halloa them on to be toſſed and torn 


my not be thought unmannerly to the fair, I ſhall 


dow ed with” every accompliſhment requiſite to make 
the marriage fate happy.“ In theſe haſty and un- 


nes w ay to mutual reproaches. We may perhaps too 


” * 
— 


* 
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an excellent viſiting friend, when ſhe reminds us of © 
paſt miſcarriages, and preſcribes rules how to avoid the 
for the future, yet ſhe is a moſt troubleſome companion 
when fixed upon us for life. neee 
ob , earn, „ n 
Pour fincere friend, &c. 
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Te Mr. Frrz-AD an, 
N LL che faſhionable part of mankind ſet out vil 
A the ambition of being thought men of TAsTz, 
Tuts is the preſent univerſal paſüon: but the misfor 
tune is, that like ſportſmen, who loſe. their hare, and 
ſtart coneys, which lead them over wartens, where theil 
horſes break their legs, and fling their riders; ſo in thi 
affair of Tas TE, we frequently ſee men following ſome 
falſe ſcent, with the ſame ardour that they would have 
purſued the proper object of a chace, and with mucl 
greater inconveniences, 33 
Or all the various ſubjects that have yet exerciſed th 
geniuſſes of modern writers, that of TASTE has appear 
ed to be the mo difficult to treat; becauſe almoſt all 
of them have loſt themſelves in endeavouring to tracg 
its ſource. They have generally indeed referred us fo 
its origin to the polite and imitative arts; whereas thoſe 
are rather its offspring, than its parents. Perhaps the! 
miſtakes in the treating this delicate ſubject may have 
ariſen from the great reſemblance which FTALsE TASTE 
bears to TRUE, which haſty and inaccurate obſervers 
will find as difficult to diſtinguiſh, as to diſcern Pinch- 
beck's metal from genuine gold at the firſt tranſient glance. 
To the end therefore that the ideas of our fine gentle- 
men may be ſomewhat more preciſely adjuſted upon this 
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qportant article, I ſhall venture to aſſert, that the fiſt 
hing neceſſary for thoſe who wiſh to acquire a TRUE 
145TE, is, to prepare their minds by an early purſuit 
nd love of moral order, propriety, and all the rational 
kauties of a juſt and well regulated conduct. 

Teus TasTE, like good breeding in behaviour 
tems to be the eaſieſt thing in nature to attain ; but yet, 
there it does not — ſpontaneouſly, it is a plant of 
others the moſt difficult to cultivate, It muſt be ſown 
yon a bed of virgin-ſenſe, and kept perfectly clean of 
ery weed that may prevent or retard its growth. It 
tas long erroneoufly thought to be an exotic; but ex- 
prience has convinced us that it will bear the cold of 
ur moſt northern provinces, I could produce inſtances 
v confirm this aſſertion, from almoſt every county of 
Great Britain and Ireland. © | "I 

Tus folly is, that every man thinks himſelf capable 
arriving at perfection in this divine accompliſhment : 
hut nature hath not diſpenſed her gifts in ſuch profuſion. 
There is bat one ſun to illuminate our earth, while the. 
lars that twinkle with inferior luſtre are innumerable. 
Thus thoſe great geniuſſes that are the perfect models 
of TRUE TASTE, are extremely rare, while thouſands 
Gaily expoſe themſelves to ruin and ridicule by vain 
ud awkward imitations. _ ROAST RE 

PERHAPS to arrive at TASTE, in one ſingle branch 
of polite refinement, might not be altogether ſo fruitleſs 
in ambition: but the abſurdity is to aim at univerſal 
14578. Now this will beſt appear by obſerving what 
numbers miſcarry even in the moſt confined purſuit of 
this difficult accompliſhment. One ſeeks this coy mi- 
lireſs in books and ſtudy ; others purſue her through 
frarce, through 7:aly, nay, through Spain ; and after all 
their labours, we have frequently ſeen them ridiculouſly 
embracing pedantry and foppery with the raptures due 
alone to TASTE, Thus it happens with many deluded 
travellers in the fields of gallantry, who enjoy fancied 
amiliarities with women of the firſt rank, whoſe names 
and titles ſtrumpets have aſſumed, to deceive the vain, 


tbe ignorant, and the unwary. | 7 
7 


1 
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that teach us to avoid ſteering the fame unſucceſsful Wi 
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Iłr is thought the Bona Dea of the Remans, was ne 
thing more than the goddeſs of TASTE. Ladies alon, 
u ere admitted into her myſteries. The natural indeli 
cacy indeed of the ſtronger ſex ſeems to-countenancy 
this opinion; women in general having finer and mort 
exquiſite ſenſations than men; and it is a thoroup 
acquaintance with the virtues and charms of that moſſ 
amiable part of our ſpecies which conſtitutes the moſt 
eſſential quality of a man of TAsTE. Who indeed er 
knew a mere ſoldier, a mere politician, a mere ſchol; 


— 


to be a man of rasrER ? 


W'ea x we to erect a temple to TasTE, every sci 
ſhould furniſh a pillar, every vixrT us fhould there have 
an altar, and the three RACESs ſhould hold the high -e 
prieſthood in commiſſion. >" 61-5 ſe 


Wæ daily ſee pretenders to this quality endeavouring 
to diſplay it in a parade of dreſs and equipage; but ber 
theſe, alas ] can only produce a beau. We ſee othen ie 
ſet up for it amongſt cards and dice; but theſe can ih 
create nothing better than a gameſter. Others in bro. un 
thels, which only form a debauchee. Some have run{Wut 
for it at Neww-martet; ſome have drank for it at then 
King's arms; the former, to their great ſurprize, have 

ired only che tiele of good jockeys, the latter of 


jolly Bucks. There are many who aim at it in literary 


compoſitions, and gain at moſt the charucter of intraditg . 
authors. N « SITS # He: 1 B91 LE FF > 5-3 6Y de 

However, this general purſuit of TASTE has its n 
uſes: thoſe numbers who go in queſt of it, where it is Wi 
never to be found, ſerve at leaſt as ſo many marks WI" 


courſ. 281 7 % 83 | 

Tas plain truth of the matter is, a houſe filled with Wi! 
fine pictures, the fideboard loaded with madly plate, the WI * 
2 equipage, with all the hey-dukes, pages and WI? 
ervants that attend it, do not entitle the poſſeſſor to be W* 
called a man of ras r: they enly bring with them 
either anxiety or contempt to thoſe whoſe rank and 
fortunes are not equal to ſuch oftentation, I will be 
bold to ſay therefore, natwichſtanding ſome of oY 

| readers 
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Enders will doubtleſs look upon” me as an unpoliſnhed 
ſandal, that the beſt inſtance any man can give of his 
145TE, is to ſnew that he has too much delicacy to 
ri any thing fo low and little, as the purchaſe of 
bperfluities at another's coſt, or with his own ruin. At 
ht, the placid ſatisfa&tion-of that man's heart, who 
dently meaſures his expences, and confines his de- 
les within the circle of his- annual revenue, begets that 
gell. ordered diſpoſition of mind, without which it ts 
mpoſtible tio merit the character of a man of juſt refined 
AST E. | e. = 
CErTAIN it is, that He beſt diſcovers the juſtneſs of 
bs TASTE, who beft knows how to purſue and ſecure 
he moſt ſolid and Jaſting happineſs, © Now where ſhall 
je look for this, with ſo much probability of finding it, 
$in temperance and tranquility of mind, in focial and 
lomeſtic enjoyments ? Are not theſe the firſt and moſt 
eſſential. objects of TASTE? Certainly they are: and 
men a man has once acquired theſe, he may, if for. 
me and nature have properly qualified him; launch 


runWut into a more extenſive compaſs, and diſplay his ge- 
the Wis in a larger circle. A (37508 20 159: 26 

we Bur it will be difficult, I fear, to perſuade thoſe young 
of den of the preſent generation, who are ambitious of 


abliſhing a character for rs, to advance towards 
t by ſo ſlow and * a N They ſeem in 


general to be poſſeſſed with a kind of EPIC madneſs, 
its ud are for hurrying at once into the midſt of things. 
is Wit perhaps you, Mr. F/z- 47am; may be able, by rea- 
ks Win or by ridicule, to call back their attention to the 
ul i xevious ſteps ; to perſuade them to learn to walk, be- 


re they attempt to run; to convince them, that pro- 
fulion in architecture, in gardening, in equipage, in dreſs, 
kc, can ſerve no other purpoſe but to diſturb their ima- 
nations, and to give them a general diltaſte of them- 
klves, and of every thing around them. $429 fa 

Ir is by no means, however, furprifing that this 
character of As E ſhould be ſo univerſally ſought after; 


frailty 


Fi 


„true rasTE is doubtleſs the higheſt point of per- 
kition, at Wich human nature, in this her ſtate o 
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frailty, can poſſibly arrive. A man endowed with th 
quality, poſſeſſes all his ſenſes in the manner beg. ; 
dapted to receive the impreſſion of every true pleaſun 
which providence has ſcattered with a liberal hand { 
the delight of its creature. There is nothing intrin 
cally beautiful which does not furniſh him with peręe 
tual delight; as every thing ill-faſhioned and deforme 
affects him with diſguſt and abhorrence. That is, in 
world, the avenues of his mind are open only to thof 
enjoyments that bring with them the paſſports of try 
and reaſon. | 5 

PHILALETHES is a man of TASTE, according to th 
notion I have here given of that quality. His condy6 
is influenc'd by ſentiment as well as by principle; an 
if he were ever ſo ſecure of ſecrecy and impunity, þ 
would no more be capable of committing a low or 
baſe action, than of admitting a vile performance int 
his noble collection of paintings and ſculpture.” His jul 
taſte of the finearts, and his exquiſite delicacy in mor: 

conduct, are but one and the ſame ſenſe, exerting itſe 
upon d ferent objects; a love of beauty, order and pro 
priety, extended to all their various intellectual anc 
viſible exhibitions. Accordingly, Ph lalethes is ęun 
fiſtent in every part of his character. Vou ſee the fi 
elegant and noble fimplicity, the ſame correct and ju 
dicious way of thinking, expreſied in his dreſs, his equi 
page, his furniture, his gardens and his actions. 
How different is Micio from Philalethes ! Vet Nici 
would be thought a man of TasTe: But the misfortune 
is, he has not a heart for it. I ſay a heart, however ode 
the expreſſion may ſound : for as a celebrated antient 
has defined an orator to be wir bonn dicendi peritus, (0 


I muſt infiſt upon it, that a good heart is an eſſential in- + 
gredient to form a good Tas r E. When I fee Mio, tt 
therefore diflipating his health and firength in lewd o 
embraces and midnight revels ; when I ſee him throw-WM tc 


e over- night at the gaming - table, what he muſt 
re 


k 
refuſe the next morning to the juit clamours of his in- 7 
jured tradeſmen ;' I am not the leafl ſurprized at his e 
trimmed trees, his unnatural terraſſes, his French . t 
. E 1 
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x bunch \Parperren, his Ghinee bells, and kis tawdry 


32 though every man cannot arrive at the per- 
etion of this quality, yet it may be neceſſary that he 
tould be ſufficiently inſtructed, not to be deceived in 
bs bet concerning the claim of it in others. To 
the few ne queries may be applied with 
— advantage. Is retender to TAsTE proud ? 
k hea coxcomb ? Is he a ſpendthrift? Is he a gam- 
ter? Is he a ſlanderer ? Is he a drunkard ? Is he a bad 
xighbour ? a ſham patriot ? or a falſe friend? By this 
bort catechiſm every youth, even of the moſt ſlender 
upacity, may be capable of 2 who is xor 
gef gi TASTE. Jan, | : 
J. 1 5 


Proj nd laue. 2 An Allegory. 
L orld, No 84.] 


pros PE RITYand Adverſity,. the daughters of 
Prowidence, were ſent to the houſe of a rich Phea- 
ucian merchant, named Velaſco, whoſe: reſidence was 
at Tyre, the capital city of that kingdom. 

PROSPERITY, the eldeſt, was beautiful as the morn- 

ing, and chearful as the ſpring : but Adwver/ity was ſor- 
towful and ill- favoured. 

VEILAS co had two ſons, Falix.aud Lais. They 
were both bred: to commerce, though liberally educat- 
ed, and had lived together from their infancy in the ſtrict- 
eſt harmony and friendſhip. But love, before whom all 
the affedtions of the ſoul are as the traces of a ſhip up- 
on the ocean, which remain only ſor a moment, threa- 
tened in an evil hour to ſet chem at variance; for both 
were become enamoured wich the beauties of Praſperity. 
The nymph, like one of the daughters of men, gave 
encouragement to each by turns; but to avoid à par- 
"8 ticular eee ſhe avowed a reſolution never to 


13 * unleſs her ſiſter, from whom ſhe ſaid it was im- 
N poſſible 


- ” 
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poſſible for her to be long ſeparated, was married 
the ſame time. . Sp . 

VIEILASco, who was no ſtranger to the paſſions 
his ſons, and who dreaded every thing from their vid 
lence, to prevent conſequences, obliged them by h 
authority to decide ther pretenſions by lots; each pr 


viouſly enga.zing in a ſolemn oath to marry the nynwl 
that ſhould fall to his ſhare. The lots were according 
ly drawn; and Preſperity became the wife of Felix, ar 


Adwverſfity of Uranio. 
Soo after the celebration of theſe nuptials Bala 


died, having bequeathed to his eldeſt ſon Felix the houff 
wherein he dwelt, together with the greateR part of 


his large fortune and effects. 


Tu E huſband of Preſperity was ſo tranſported wii 
the. gay diſpoſition and enchanting beauties of his bride 
that he cloathed her in gold and filver,-and adorneM 
her with jewels of ineſtimable value. He built a palacq; 
for her in the woods; he turned rivers into his gardens 
and beautified their banks with temples and pavillionsMf 
He entertained at his table the-nobles of the land, de 
lighting their ears with muſic, and their eyes with mag 
nificence. . But his kindred he beheld as ſtrangers, adi 
the coinpanions of his youth paſſed by him unregarded 
His brother alfo*became hateful in bis fight; and inf 


proceſs of time he commanded the doors of his houſe 


* ' 


to be ſhut agzinſt him. 


Bur as the ſtream flows from its channel and loſes it- 
ſelf, among the vallies, unleſs confined by banks; oR 
alſo will the current” of fortune be diffipated, unleſs 
bounded by economy. In a few years the eſtate of 


Felix was  walted by extravagance, his merchandize 


failed him by negle&, and his efed4s 'wert ſeized by 


the mercileſs hands of creditors. . He applied hinfelf 
for ſupport to the nobles and great men whom he had 
feaſted and made preſents ro, bat his voice was as the 


voice of a ſtranger, and they remembred not his face. 


The friends whom he had neglected derided” him in 
their turn, his wife alſo inſulted him, and turned her 
back upon him and fled. Vet was his heart fo be- 
witched wich her ſorceries, that he purſuec her with 
2 entreaties, 
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utreaties, till by her haſte to abandon him, her maſk 
El off, and diſcovered to him a face as withered and 
formed, as before it had appeared youthful and en- 


18 ” 

vie ag! ng: | 8 Js *& 
Var became of him afterwards tradition does not 

pr elate with certainty. It is believed that he fled into 
mp. and lived precariouſly on the ſcanty benevolence 


of a few friends, who had not totally deſerted him, 
Wind tliat he died in a ſhort time, wretched and an ex- 
"_ ; | 
Let us now return to Uranio, who, as we have al- 
rady obſerved, had been driven out of doors by his 
rothe Felix. Adverſity, though hateful to his heart, 
ud a ſpectre to his eyes, was the conſtant attendant 
Wipon his ſteps: and to aggravate his ſorrow, he re- 


oe Rc 
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idMYcived certain intelligence that his richeſt veſſel was 
neMiken by.a Sardinian pirate; that another was loſt up- 


Wn the Lybian Syries, and, to compleat all, that the 
banker with whom the greateſt part of his ready money 
eas entruſted, had deſerted his creditors and retired in- 


de Sicily. Collecting therefore the ſmall remains of his | 
2oY brtune, he bid adieu to Dre, and, led by 4dverfity j 
aud rough unfrequented roads and foreſts overgrown. 


With thickets, he came at laſt to a ſmall village st the 
bot of a mountain. Here they took up their abode 

br ſome time; and Adverfity, in return for all the an- 
nety he had ſuffered, ſoftening the ſeverity of her 

boks, adminiſtred to him the moſt faithful counſel, - 
o ":aning his heart from the immoderate love of earthly 

efs kings, and teaching him to revere the Go is, and to 
of ce his whole truſt and happineſs in their government 
125 ind protection. She humanized his ſoul, made him 
by Wnodeft and humble, taught him to compaſſionate the 
If Wl ifireſs of his fellow creatures, and inclined him to re- 
ad Wieve them. | E. 
he Ia wu ſent, ſaid ſhe, by the Gods to thoſe alone 

be. (whom they love: for I not only train them up by my 


in , ſevere diſcipline to future glory, but alſo prepare them 
er to receive with a greater reliſh all ſuch moderate en- 
e. joyments, as are not inconſiſtent with this probati pa- 


th ey late. As the ſpider, when aſſailed, feeks ſhel- 
8, O e 
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* ter in its inmoſt web, ſo the mind which I aftig, 


4 
ecen 


« ſiſter, too R thoſe whom ſhe has ſe- 
courged by her cruel followers, Anguiþ| 


inſtead of aſking for riches and Fables to pray for 
a virtuous mind, a quiet ftate, and unblameable life, 
and a death full of good hopes. 4 
FiN DING him to K every day more and more com- 
poſed and reſigned, though neither enamoured of her 
face, nor delighted with her ſociety, ſhe at laſt addreſ- 
ſed him in the following manner. | | 
“As gold is purged and refined from droſs by the 
« fire, ſo is Adwver/ity ſent by Providence to try and im- 
« prove the virtue of mortals. The end obtained, my 
* taſk is finiſhed ; and I now leave you, to go and give 
an account of my charge. Your brother, whoſe lot 
&« was Praſperity, and whole condition you ſo much envi- 
ed, after having experienced the error of his choice, is 
s at laſt releaſed by death from the moſt wretched of 
« lives. Happy has it been for Lranio, that his lot was 
* Adverſity, whom if he remembers as he ought, his lite 


well be honourable, and his death happy,” Ph 


U 


we 


ji 
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As ſhe pronounced theſe words, ſhe vaniſhed from 
ſight. But though her features at that momen', in- 
ad of inſpiring heir: uſual horror, ſeemed to diſplay 
kind of Janguiſhing beauty, yet as Uranic, in ſpite 
bis utmoſt efforts, could never prevail upon himſelf 


us WW love her, he neither regretted her departure, nor 
ſe- bed for her return. But though he rejoiced in her. 
/oWiſcace, he treaſured up her counſels in his heart, and 
dſee happy by the practice of them. | 
bi- afterwards betook himſelf again to merchandize; 


d having in a ſhort time acquired a competency ſuf- 


n; ent for the real enjoy ments of life, he retreated to a 
ity e farm, which he had bought for that purpoſe, and 
zes eere he determined to continue the remainder of his 
el Here he employed his time in planting, garden- 


and huſbandry, in quelling all diſorderly paſſions, 
xd in forming his mind by the leſſons of Ad rerſity. 
e took great delight in a little cell or hermitage in 


d- garden, which Rood under a tuft of trees, encom- 
ds uſed with eglantine and honey- ſuckles. Adjoining 
ia it was a cold bath, formed by a ſpring iſſuing from a 
4e, c, and over the door was written in large characlers 
'or Wi: following inſcription. 3 


Beneath this moſs-grown roof, within this cell, 

n- Turn, LIBERTY, CoxnTenT, and Virtue dw ll. 
Ty day, you who dare this happy place diſdain, 

el⸗ Vat PALACE can diſplay fo fair a train bs 


Hz lived to a good old age; and died honoured and 
mented. 


: 1 bb C 0 2 4 3 2 0p 4 17 
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6 LMET, the Dervi/e, who watched the ſacred 
lamp in the ſepulchre of the PRO HET, as he 
te day roſe up from the devotions af the morning, 


lick he had performed at the gate of the temple with 
O 2 his 
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his body turned towards the eaſt and his forehead or 
the earth, ſaw before him a man in ſplendid appare 


attended by a long retinue, who gazed ſtedfaſily af 


him with a look of mournful cowplacence, and ſeem 
ed deſirous to ſpeak, but unwilling to offend. 

Tue Dervi/e after a ſhort filence, advanced, and 
ſaluting him with the calm dignity which independancy 
confers upon humility, requeſted that he would revez 
his purpoſe. 1d" 4 

« ALMET,” ſaid the ſtranger, * thou ſeeſt beforg 
«© thee a man, whom the hand of proſperity has over 
« whelmed with wretchedneſs. Whatever I once 
« deſired as the means of happineſs, I row poſſeſs 
« bu: I am not yet happy, and therefore I deſpair, 

c regret the lapſe of time, becauſe it glides away with 
c out enjoyment; and as I expect nothing in the future 
« but the vanities of the paſt, I do not wiſh that the 
ce future ſhould arrive. Yet I tremble leſt it ſhould be 


cut off; and my heart ſinks when I anticipate the 


© moment, in which eternity ſhall cloſe over the va 
* cuity of my life like the ſea upon the path of: 
« ſhip, and leave no traces of my exiſtence more du 


ce rable than the furrow which remains after the wave 


* have united, If in the treaſuries of thy wiſdom 
te there is any precept to obtain felicity, vouchſafe 1 


« to me: for this purpoſe I am come; a purpoſe whichi 


« yet I feared to reveal, leſt like all the former it ſhoulc 


« be diſappointed.” Ajmer liſtened, with looks off 


aſtoniſhment and pity, to this: complaint of a being 
in whom reaſon was known to be a pledge of immor 
tality : but the ſerenity of his countenance ſoon re 
turned; and, ſtretching out his hand towards. Heaven 
Stranger, ſaid he, the knowledge which I have 
& received from the PRoPAET, I will communicate tc 
Adee. ES „ 
As I was fitting one evening at the porch of the 
temple penſive and alone, mine eye wandered among 


the multitude that was ſcattered before me; and while 


I remarked the wearineſ and foll.citude which was vi 
ſible in every countenance, I Was ſuddenly ſtruck with 


a ſenſe of their condit on. Wretched mortal-, ſaid 1] 
g . tc 


RUM 
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g what purpoſe are ye buſy? If to produce happineſs, 
Bl whom is it enjoyed? Do the linens of Zgypt, and 
he filks of Perfia, b ſtow felicity on tl oſe who wear 
hem, equal to the wretchedneſs of yonder flaves whom 
[ſe leading the camels that bring them ? Is the fine- 
xls of the texture, or the ſplendor of the tints, regard- 
4 with delight by thoſe, to whom cuſtom has render- 
chem familiar? Or can the power of habit render 
mers inſenſible of pain, who live only to traverſe the 
kart; a ſcene of dreadſul uniformity, where a bar- 
en level is bounded only by the horizon; where no 
hange of pio pect, or variety of images, relieves the 
tveller from a ſenſe of toil and danger, of whirlwinds 
jtich in a moment may bury him in the ſand, and of 
lr which the wealthy have git en half their poſſeflions 


ru allay ? Do thoſe on whom hereditary diamonds 
tickle with unregarded luſtre, gain from the poſſeſſion, 
| be T3 { eck ine; 
* at is loſt by the wr: tch who ſeeks them in the mine; 


lug lives excluded from the common bounties of na- 
we; to whom even the viciſſitude of day and night 
dot known , who ſighs in perpetual darkneſe, and 
Whoſe life is one mournſul alternative of infenſibility 
nd labour? If thoſe are not happy who poſieſs, ia 
yoportion as thoſe are wretched who beſtow, how vain 
idream is the life of man! and if there is, indeed, 
ich difference in the value of exiſtenc*, how ſhail we 
tquit of partiality, the hand by which this difference 
as been made? | os 
Wailez my thoughts thus multiplied, and my heart 
'rmed within me, I became ſenfible of a ſudden in- 


te ence from above. The ftreets and the crouds of 
0:2 diſappeared ; I found myſelf fitting on the de- 
* tivity of a mountain, ard perceived at my right hand 


angel, whom I knew to be Axsran the miniſter of 
proof. When I ſaw him, I was afraid. I caſt mine 


11 ge upon the ground, and was about to deprecate his 
bi ger, when he commanded me to be ſilent. 4 


ner,“ ſaid he, © thou he ſt devoted thy life to medi- 
tation, that thy counſel might deliver ignorance from 
the mazes of error, and deter preſumption from 


the precipice of guilt ; but the book of nature thou 
O 3 : « haſt 
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haſt read without underſtanding. It is again ope 
* before.thee ; look up, conſider it and be wiſe,” 

J Looked: up, ard beheld an incloſure, beautify] 
the gardens of Paradiſe, but of a ſmall extent. Throug 
the middle, there was a green walk; at the end, 
wild deſart; and beyond, impenetrable darknefs, T. 
walk was ſhaded with trees of every kind, that we 
covered at once with bloſſoms and fruit; innumerab 
birds were ſinging in the branches; the graſs was it 
termingled wich flewers, which impregnated the breez 
with fragrance, and painted the path with beauty: 0 

one fide flowed a gentle tranſparent ſtream, which w. 
un heard (0 murmur over the golden ſands that ſparld 
ted at the bo:tom ; and on the other were walks an 

bowers, fountains grottos and caſcades, which diverfi 
fied the ſcene with endleſs variety, but did not conceF 
the bounds, 
| ' Weir s I was gazing in a tranſport of delight an 
| wonder on this enchanting ſpot, I perceived a ma 
ſtealing along the walk with a thoughtful and deliberat 
. Pace: his eyes were fixed upon the earth, and h. 
arme crciied on his boſom ; he ſometimes ſtarted, as 

a ſudden paug had feized h'm ; his countenance expre 

fed” ſollicnude and terror; he looked round with 
ſigh, and having gazed a moment on the defart th: 
lay before him, he ſeemed as if he wiſhed to ſtop, bulf 
was impelled forward by ſome inviſible power: his feaf 
tnres, however, ſoon ſettled again into a calm melan 
choly ; his eye was again fixed on the ground ; and h 

x went on, as before, with apparent relJuQance, but wit 
out emotion. I was ſtruck with this appearance ; and 
turning haſtily to the Angel, was about to enquire whaſ 
coold produce ſuch infelicity in a being, ſurrounde( 
with every obje& that could gratify every ſenſe ; bu 
he prevented my requeſt: The book of nature,” ſaic 
he, © is before thee; look up, and conſider it and b. 
% wiſe.” I looked, and beheld a valley between tg 
mountains that were craggy and barren ; on the pat! 
there was no verdure, and the mountains afforded nd 
ſhade ; the ſun burned in the Zenith, and every ſpring 
was diied up ; but the valley terminated in a _— 
8 | that 


ore hat was pleaſant and fertile, ſhaded with woods, and 

xorned with buildings. At a ſecond view, I diſcover - 
fol Ned a man in this valley, meagre indeed and naked, but 
rougMWhis countenance was chearful, and his deportment 
nd, dive; he kept his eye fixed upon the country before 
Tu im, and looked as if he would have run, but that he 


was reſtrained, as the other had been impelled, by 
ome ſecret influence: ſometimes, indeed, I perceived a 
s in adden expreſſion of pain, and ſometimes he ſtepped 


reei bort as if his foot was pierced by the aſperities of the 
ay; but the ſprightlineſs of his countenarice inſtantly 
Wi turned, and he preſſed forward without appearance 


( repining or complaint. 5 
lIruxxkp again toward the Angel, impatient to en- 


an 
require from what ſecret ſource happineſs was derived, 
ace i a ſituation ſo different from that in which it might 


have been expected; but he again prevented my re- 
queſt : ** Alnet, ſaid he, © remember what, thou haſt 


" tablets of thy heart, Remember, Almet, that the 
"world in which thou art placed, is but the road to 
" another ; and that happineſs depends not upon tie 
" path, but the end: the vaiue of this period of thy 
" exiſtence, is fixed by hope and fear. The wretch 


tha who wiſhed to linger in the garden, who looked 
bull" round upon its limits with terror, was deſtitute of 
fea i enjoyment, - becauſe he was deſtitute of hope, and 
lan was perpetually tormented by the dread of loſing that 


"which yet he did not enjoy : the Tong of the birds 
"had been repeated till it was not heard, and the 
* lowers had ſo often recurred that their beauty was 


an | 
haf not ſeen ; the river glided by unnoticed ; and he 
def” feared to lift his eye to the proſpect, leſt he ſhould 
buff behold the waſte that circumicribed it. But he that 


"toiled through they valley was happy, becauſe he 
„looked forward with hope. Thus, to the ſojouros- 
* vpon earth, it is of little moment, whether the pat 

«ke treads be ſtrewed with flowers or with thorns, if 
he perceives himſelf to approach thoſe regions, in 


Y © compariſon of which the thorns and the flowers of 
O4 this 
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"ſeen, and let this memorial be written upon the 


* 0 
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„ this wilderneſs loſe their diſtinction, and are bot 
«alike impotent to give pleaſure or pain. 
nr then has ETexnar Wisbou unequall 
* dif:ributed ? That which can wake every ſtation hap 
« py, and without which every |.:tion muſt be wretch- 
«ed, is acquired by Virtue; and Virtue is pofſibi 
* to all. Remember A4hne?, the viſion which thou haſt 
« ſeen; and let my words be written on the tablet of 
„ thy heart, that thou may'ſt direct the wanderer to 
« happineſs, and juſtifſy GOD to men.“. 

Wurz the voice of Az:ran was yet ſounding in my 
ear, the proſpect vanrſhed from before me, and I found 
m) felf again fittirg at the porch of the temple. The 
ſun was going down, the multitude was ret red to reſt, 
ard the folemn quiet of midniglit concurred with the 
reſolution of my doubts to compleat the tranquilli:y of 
my mind. co | wi Ha 
Svcn, my ſon, was the viſion which the Pa O RET 
vouchſaſed me, not for my ſake cnly but for thire. 
Thou haſt ſought felicity in temporal things ; and, 
therefore, thou art diſappointed. Let not inſtruQtion 
be loſt upon thee, as the ſea! of Mahomet in the well of 
Aris: but go thy way, let thy flock cloath the naked, 
ard thy table feed the hungry; deliver the poor from} 
oppreftion; and let thy converſation be ABove. Thus 
ſhalt thou ** rejoice in He,“ and look forward to the 
end of life as the conſummation of thy felicity. | 

ALMET, in whoſe breaſt devotion kindled as he, 
ſpake, returned into che temple, and the ſtranger depart- 
ed in peace. | eu ant, 


Cer Bee ict ranch. 
The Natural Hiſtery of Ants. [Guard, Ne 156.] 


N one of my papers I ſappoſed a molehill, inhabit- 
ed by Piſmires or Ants, to be a lively image of 
the earth, peopled by human creatures. This ſuppo- 
Grion will not appear too forced or ſtrained to thoſe who 


are acquainted with the natural hiſtory of theſe little 
5 inſects 


6 0 


In 
1 
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ets ; in order to which I ſhall preſent my reader 
ith the extract of a letter upon this curious ſubjeR, as 
vas publiſhed by the members of the French acade- 
% and ſince tranſlated into Egli. I muſt confeſs: 
was never in my life better entertained than with 
js narrative, which is of undoubted credit and au- 
ority. | | ; 
Ix a room next to mine, which had been empty 
for a long time, there was upon a window a box full 
of earth, two foot deep, and fit to keep flowers in. 
That kind of parterre had been long uncultivated ;; 
and therefore it was covered with old plaiſter, and a 
great deal of rubbiſh that fell from the top of the 
houſe, and from the walls, which, together with the 
earth formerly inbibed with water, made a kind of a 
dry and barren foil. That place lying to the South, 
and out of the reach of the wind and rain, beſides 
the neighbourhood of a granary, was a moſt delight - 
ſul ſpot of ground for Ants; and therefore they had 
made three neſts there, without doubt for the ſame 
reaſon that men build cities in fruitful and convenient 
places, near ſprings and rivers. | | 
Havi xo a mind to cultivate ſome flowers, I took a 
ſiew of that place, and removed a tulip out of the 
garden into that box; but caſting my eyes upon the 
Ants, continually taken up with a thouſand cares, 
very inconſiderable with reſpect to us, but of the 
greateſt importance for them, they appeared to me 
more worthy of my curioſity than all the flowers in 
'the world. I quickly removed the tulip, to be the 
admirer and reſtorer of that little commonwealth. 
This was the only thing they wanted; for their poli- 
(ey and the order obſerved among them, are more per- 
ſect than thoſe of the wiſeſt republicks: and there- 
'fore they have nothing to fear, unleſs a ne legiſla - 
tor ſhould attempt to change the form of their govern- 
ment. | | 
I Mans it my buſineſs to procure them all forts, 
(of conveniencies. I took out of the box every thing, 
hat might be troubleſome to them; and frequently 
'rifted my Ants, and ſtudied all their actions. Being 

I | ; O 5 ufed 
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' © uſed to go to bed very late, I went to ſee them work is 

: in a moon ſhiny-night; and I did frequently get uy ith 
in the night, to take a few of their Iabours. I al... 
ways found ſome going up and down, and very buſy: ol 

< one would think — they never ſleep. Every body bu 

knows that Ants come out of their holes in the day. 

time, and expoſe to the ſun the corn, which they: 1 

« keep under ground in the night. Thoſe who have 

« ſeen ant-hillocks, have eaſily perceived thoſe ſmall, 


© heaps of corn about their neſts. What ſurpriſed me 
at firſt was, that my Ants never brought out their 
corn, but in the night when the moon did ſhine, and 
# kept it under ground in the day-time ; which was 
c contrary to what I had feen, and ſaw ſtill practiſed by 
« thoſe inſects in other places. I quickly found out the 
« reaſon of it: there was a pidgeon-houſe not far from 
: © thence: pigeons and birds would have eaten their 
P corn, if they had brought it out in the day-time. 
10 « *Tis highly probable they knew it by experience; and 
: « I frequently found pigeons and birds in that place, 
when | went to it in a morning. I quickly delivered 
them from thoſe robbers : I frighted the birds away 
\ « with ſome pieces of paper tied to the end of a ſtring over 
1 1 « the window. As for the pigeons, I drove them away 
« ſeveral times; and when they perceived that the 
« place was more frequented than before, they never} 
came to it again. What is moſt admirable, and what 
I could hardly believe, if I did not know it by experi- 

.« ence, is, that thoſe Ants knew ſome days after that 
« they had nothing to fear, and began to lay out their 
corn in the fun. However, I perceived they were not 
fully convinced of being out of all danger; for they 
« durſt not bring out their proviſions all at once, but by 
degrees, firſt in a ſmall quantity, and without any 
great order, that they might quickly carry them away | 
in caſe of any misfortune, watching, and looking every 
* way. At laſt, being perſuaded that they had nothing 
© to fear, they brought out all their corn, almoſt every 

« day, and in good order, and carried it jn at night. 

*THER E is a ſtraight hole in every Ant's neſt, a- 
* bout half an inch deep; and then it goes down flop- 
| ing 
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ing into a place where they have their magazine, 
'which I take to be a different place from that where 
they reſt and eat. For it is highly improbable that 
an Ant, which is a very cleanly inſect, and throws 
out of her neſt all the ral remains of the corn on 
Which ſhe feeds, as I have obſerved a thouſand times, 
iwould fill up her magazine, and mix her corn with. 
dirt and ordure, | 
Tx corn, that is laid up by Ants, would ſhoot, 
'under ground, if thoſe inſects did not take care to 
prevent it. They bite off all the buds before they lay 
it up; and therefore the corn that has lain in their 
geſts will produce nothing. Any one may eaſily make 
this experiment, and even plainly ſee that there is no 
bud in their corn. But tho' the bud be bitten off, 
there remains another inconvenience, that corn mult 
needs ſwell and rot under ground; and therefore it 
could be of no uſe for the nouriſhment of Ants. 
'Thoſe inſects prevent that inconvenience by their la- 
"bour and induftry, and contrive the matter ſo, that 
' corn will keep as dry in their neſts as in our gran- 
Caries, | | 

Tn Ex gather many ſmall particles of dry earth, 
which they bring every day out of their holes, and 
' place them round to heat them in the ſun, Every 
* Ant brings a ſmall particle of that earth in her pin- 
* cers, lays it by the hole, and then goes and fetches. 
"another. Thus, in leſs than a quarter of an hour, 
one may ſee a vaſt number of ſuch ſmall particles of 
dry earth, heaped up round the hole. They lay their 
corn under ground upon that earth, and cover it with, 
the ſame. They perform this work almoſt every 
* day, during the heat of the ſun; and though the ſun 
went from the window about three or four o'clock in 
the afternoon, they did not remove their corn and 
* their particles of earth, becauſe the ground was very 
© hot, till the heat was over. | 

Ir any one ſhould think that thoſe animals ſhould 
* uſe ſand, or ſmall particles of brick or ſtone, rather. 
than take ſo much pains about dry earth; I anſwer, 
that upon ſuch an occaſion nothing can be more pro- 
Ar 06 © per 
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per than earch heated in the ſun, Corn does not 
7 e upon ſand: Beſides, a grain of corn that is cut, 
being deprived of its bud, would be filled with ſmall 
* ſandy particles that could got eafily come out, To 
* which I add, that ſand conſiſts of ſuch ſmall particles, 
that an Ant could not take them up one after another; 
and there fore thoſe inſects are ſeldom to be ſeen near 
© rivers, or in a very ſandy ground. . 

As. for the ſmall particles of brick or ſtone, the leaſt 
© moiſineſs would join them together, and turn them 
into a kind of maſlick, which thoſe inſets could not 
divide. Thoſe particles ſticking together could not 
come out of an Ants's neſt, and would ſpoil its ſym- 

s metry, | | 

5 Wn En Ants have brought out thoſe particles of 
* earth, they bring out their corn after the ſame man- 
ner, and place it round the earth. Thus one may ſee 
* two heaps ſurrounding their hole, one of dry earth, 
and the other of corn; and then they fetch out a re- 
* mainder of dry earth, on which doubtleſs their corn 
was laid up. 

FT nos inſects never go about this work, but when 
the weather is clear, and the ſun very hot. I obſerv- 
ed, that thoſe little animals having one day brought 
* out their corn at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, re- 
moved it, againſt their uſual cuſtom, before one in 
the afternoon : The ſun being very hot, and {ky very 
clear, I could perceive no reaſon for it. But half an 
hour after, the ſky began to be overcaſt, and there 


fell a ſmall rain which the Ants foreſaw ; whereas the 


Milan almanack had foretold there would be no rain 
upon that day. 


IAE ſaid beſore, that thoſe Ants which 1 did ſo 


particularly conſider, fetched their corn out of a gar- 
* ret, I went very frequently into that garret: There 
was ſome old corn in it; and becauſe every grain was 
not alike, I obſerved that they choſe the beſt, 

*I x NOW, by ſeveral experiments, that thoſe little 


* animals take great care to provide themſelyes with 


wheat when they can find it, and always pick out the 
* beſt; but they can make ſkift without it, When they 
2 Ka | 8 can 


en get no wheat, they take rye, oats, millet, and 


o elſe can be had. EO 10k 
s, Bis willing to be more particularly informed of 
r ; W'their forecaſt and induſtry, I put a ſmall heap: of 
ar I wheat in a corner of the room, where they kept: 


And to prevent their fetching corn out of the garret, 


t WI! hut up the window, and ſtopt all the holes. Tho” 
m Ants are very e I don't take them to be con- 
ot ers; and therefore they could not gueſs that I had 
ot WF put ſome corn in that room, I perceived for ſeveral 
1- aeys that they were very much perplexed, and went 


great way to fetch their proviſions. I was not will- 
ing for ſome time to make them more eaſy ; for I had 
2 mind to know, whether they would at laft find out 
the treaſure, and ſee it at a great diſtance; and whe- 


their nouriſhment. Thus they were ſome time in great 
trouble, and took a great deal of pains : They went 
up and down a great way looking out for ſome grains 
of corn: They were ſometimes difappointed, and 
ſometimes they did not like their corn, after many long 
and painful excurſions. What appeared to me won- 


ancther a grain of rye or oats, or a particle of dry 
earth, if ſhe could get nothing elſe. ; 


8. — ß oo _ Z*. I - 


their ſettlement,” looked into a garden, and was two 
tories high. Some went to the farther end of the 
garden, Others to the fifth Rory, in queſt of ſome 
corn. It was a very hard journey for them, eſpecially 


— — 
- 


of corn, which muſt needs be a heavy burden for an 


ant, and as much as ſhe can bear. The bringing of 


that grain from the middle of the garden to the neſt, 
wok up four hours; whereby one may judge of the 
ſtrength ar d prodigious labour of thoſe little animals. 


lt appears from thence, that an Ant works as hard as 


man, who ſhould carry a very heavy load on his 
0 - * ſhoulders 
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eren crumbs of bread ; but ſeldom any barley, unleſs 
it be in a time of great ſcarcity, and when nothing 


ther ſmelling enabled them to know what is good for 


terful, was, that none of them came home without 
bringing ſomething: one brought a grain of wheat, 


TAE window upon which thoſe Ants had made 


u hen they came home loaded with a pretty large grain 


1 plain indication of their wearineſs Some of ther 
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« ſhoulders almoſt every day for the ſpace of four 
« leagues. *Tis true, thoſe inſects don't take ſo muc 
_ © pains upon a flat ground: But then how great is the 
© hardihip of a poor Ant, when ſhe carries a grain 0 
© corn to the ſecand Rory, climbing up a wall with her 
© head downwards, and her backſide upwards ? None 
can have a true notion of it, unleſs they ſee thoſe little 
© animals at work in ſuch a ſituation. The frequent 
« ſtops they made in the moſt convenient places, are af 


nn 3 


« were ſtrangely perplexed, and chuld not get to their 
© journey's end. In ſuch a caſe, the ſtrongeſt Ants, oy 
© thoſe that are not ſo weary, having; carried their cor 
© to their neſt, came down again to help them. Some 
are ſo unfortunate as to fall down with their load, whe 
© they are almoſt come home: Whea this happens the 
© ſeldom loſe their corn, but carry it up again. 

* I saw one of the ſmalleſt carrying a large grain o 
© wheat with incredible pains: When ſhe came to the 
6 box where the neſt was, ſhe made ſo much haſte that 
© ſhe fell down with her load, after a very laborious 
© march: Such an unlucky accident would have vexed 
© a philoſopher. I went down, and found her with the 
© {ame corn in her paws : She was ready to climb up 
© again, The ſame misfortune happened to her three 
* times. Sometimes ſhe fell in the middle of her way 
and ſometimes higher; but ſhe never let go her hold 
and was not diſcouraged. At laſt her ſtrength failed 
her: She ſtopt ; and another Ant helped her to carry 
© her load, which was one of the largeſt and fineſt grain 
of wheat that an Ant can carry, It happens ſometimes 
that a corn ſlips out of their paws, when they ar 
climbing up: They take hold of it again, when the 
«© can find it; otherwiſe they look for another, or take 
© ſomething elſe, being aſhamed to return to their ne 
without bringing ſomething. This I have experiment 
© ed, by taking away the grain which they looked for 
© All thoſe experiments may eaſily be made by any one 
that has patience enough: They do not require ig 
« great a patience as that of Ants ; but few people arc 
* capable of it. | n 
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"y The ſame | Subject continued. : 

the | | 

_— | 5 [Guardian, Ne 15. 
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Lone T has been obſerved by writers of morality, that in 
[ order to quicken human induſtry, providence has ſo 
nent contrived it, that our daily food is not to be procured 
re a yithout much pains and labour, The chaſe of birds 
hem 2nd beaſts, the ſeveral arts of fiſhing, with all the dif- 
their ferent kinds of agriculture, are neceſſary ſcenes of 
„ o buſineſs, and give employment to the greateſt part of 
corn mankind, If we look into the brute creation, we find 
ome al its individuals engaged in a painful and laborious way 
hen of life, to ure a neceflary ſubſiſtence for themſelves, 
they or thoſe that grow ap under them: The preſervation 
of their being is the whole buſineſs of it. An idle 

n of man is therefore a kind of monſter in the creation. 
the All nature is buſy about him; every animal he ſees re- 
that proaches him. Let ſuch a man, who lies as a burden or 
ioug dead weight upon the ſpecies, and contributes nothing 


maintenance of himſelf and family, conſider chat in- 
ſtint with which providence has endowed the Ant, and 
by which is exhibited an example of induſtry to rational 
creatures. This is ſet forth under many ſurprizing in- 
ſtances in the paper of yeſterday, and in the concluſion 
of that narrative, which is as follows : | 

* Tuvs my Ants were forced to make a ſhift far a 
' livelihood, when I had ſhut up the garret, out of 
© which they uſed to fetch their proviſions. . At laſt be- 
ing ſenſible that it would be a long time before they 
could diſcover the ſmall heap of corn, which I had laid 
* up for them, I reſolved to ſhew it to them. | 

© In order to know how far their induſtry could 
© reach, I contrived an expedient, which had good ſue- 
© ceſs: the thing will appear incredible to thoſe, who 
never conſidered, that all animals of the ſame kind, 
which form a ſociety, are more knowing than others. 

© I took one of the largeſt Ants, and threw her upon 


* that ſmall heap of wheat. She was ſo glad * 
, « ſelf 


either to the riches of the commonwealth, or to the 


— 
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ſelf at liberty, that ſhe ran away to her neſt, without 
carrying off a grain; but ſhe obſerved it: For an hour 
afier + Ae Ants had notice given them of ſuch a 


proviſion ; and I ſaw moſt of them very buly in carry- 


ing away the corn I had laid up in che room. I leave 
it- to you to judge, whether it may riot be ſaid, that 
they have a particular way of communicating their 
knowledge to one another ; for othetwiſe how could 
they know, one or two hours after, that there was 


corn in that place? It was quickly exhauſted ; and [ 


put in more, but in a ſmail quantity, to know the 
true extent of their appetite or prodigious avarice; 
for I make no doubt but they lay up proviſions againſt 


the winter: We read it in holy ſcripture ; a thouſand 
experiments teach us the ſame ; and I don't believe 


that any experiment has been made that ſhews the 
contrary. 5 We 
„ have ſaid before, that there were three Ants-neſts 


in that box or parterre, which ſormed, if I may ſay 


ſo, three different cities, governed by the ſame laws, 


and obſerving the ſame order, and the ſame cuſtoms, 
However there was this difference, that the inhabi- 
tants of one of thoſe holes ſeemed to be more knowing 


and induſtrious than their neighbours. The Ants of 


that neſt were diſpoſed in a better order; their corn 
was finer; they had a greater plenty of proviſions ; 

their neſt was furniſh'd with more inhabitants, and they 
were bigger and ſtronger: It was the principal and 


the capital neſt. Nay, I obſerved that thoſe Ants were 


diſtinguiihed from the reſt, and had ſome preeminence 


over them. | 


© Tyxover the box full of earth, where the Ants had 
made their ſettlement, was generally free from rain; 
yet it rained ſometimes upon it, when a certain wind 


blew. It was a great inconvenience for thoſe inſects: 
Ants are afraid of water; and when they go a great 


way in queſt of proviſions, and are ſurprized by the 
rain, they ſhelter themſelves under ſome. tile, or ſome- 
thing elſe, and don't come out till the rain is over. 


The Ants of the principal neſt found out a wonderful 

expedient to keep out the rain: There was a ſmall 
6 

piece 


riece of a flat late, which they laid over the hole of 


ut Wi voold rain, and almoſt every night. Above fifty of 
"ur By thoſe little animals, eſpecially the ſtrongeſt, ſurrounded 
1 2 lat piece of flate, and drew it equally in a wonderful 


order : They removed it in the morning; and nothing 
could be more curious than to ſee thoſs little animals 
about ſuch a work. They had made the ground un- 
eir eren about their neſt, inſomuch that the ſlate did not 
die fat upon it, but left a free paſſage underneath: The 
a8 Ants of the two other neſts did not ſo well ſucceed i1 
1 keeping out the rain: They laid over their holes 
ne BY ſreral pieces of old and dry plaiſter one upon the 
©; Whother ; but they were ſtill troubled with the rain, 
it ind the next day they took a world of pains to 
1d repair the damage. Hence it is, that thoſe inſects 
e re fo e to be found under tiles, where 
10 BF they ſettle themſelves to avoid the rain. Their neſts 

re at all times covered with thoſe tiles, without 
ts any incumbrance, and they lay out their corn and 
Y WE their dry earth in the ſun about the tiles, as one 


* WF nay ſee every day. I took care to cover the two. 
* WF Ants-neſts that were troubled with the rain: As for 
he capital neſt, there was no need of exerciling my 
$ charity towards it. 


M. de la Loubere ſays in his relation of Siam, that, 
in a certain pat of that kingdom, which lies open to 
great inundations, all the Ants make their ſettlements. 
upon trees: No Ants neſts are to be ſeen any where 
elſe. I need not inſert here what that author ſays, 
about thoſe inſets: You may ſee his relation. 

HRE follows a curious experiment, which I made. 
upon the ſame ground, where I had three Ants-neſts. 
[ undertook to make a fourth, and went about it in 
the following manner. In a corner of a kind of ter- 
' raſs, at a conſiderable diſtance from the box, I found 
a hole ſwarming with Ants much larger than all thoſe 
had already ſeen ; but they were not ſo well provided 
with corn, nor under ſo good a government. I made 


4 £9 _- 


as it were the foundations of a new city. apo ens 
« 
| got 
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their neſt in the day-time, when they foreſaw it 


a hole in the box like that of an Ant's-neſt, and laid, 
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I got as many Ants as I could out of the neſt in th 
© terraſs, and put them into a bottle, to give them 
new habitation in my box; and becauſe 1 was afra. 
they would return to the terraſs, I deſtroyed their .. 
* neſt, pouring boiling water into the hole, to kill: ( 
* thoſe Ants that remained in it. In the next place, 
filled the new hole with the Ants that were in th 
bottle; but none of them would ſtay in it. They wen 
away in leſs than two hours; which made me believe 
© that it was impoſſible to make a fourth ſettlement it 
© my box. | | 
Two or three days after, going accidentally ove 
« the terraſs, I was much ſurpriſed to ſee the Ants 
© neſt which I had deftroy'd very artfully repaired, 
© reſolved then to deſtroy it entirely, and to ſettle thoſ 
Ants in my box. To ſucceed in my deſign, I put ſom 
© gun powder and brimſtone into their hole, and fprung 
a mine, whereby the whole neſt was overthrown ; anc 
then I carried as many Ants as I could get, into thi 
place which I deſigned for them. It happened to be: 
very rainy day, and it rained all night; and therefore 
© they remained in the new hole all that time. In the 
© morning when the rain was over, molt of them went 
away to repair their old habitation ; but finding it im 
C procurable by reaſon of the ſmell of the powder and 
* brimſtone, which kills them, they came back again, 
and ſettled in the place I had appointed for them 
* They quickly grew acquainted with their neighbours, 
© and received from them all manner of aſſiſtance out of 
© their holes, As for the inſide of their neſt, none. but 
themſelves were concerned in it, according to the in- 
* violable laws eſtabliſhed among thoſe animals, 
An Ant never goes into any other neſt but her 
* own; and if ſhe ſhould venture to do it, ſhe would be 
turned out, and ſeverely puniſhed. I have often taken 
an Ant out of one neſt, to put her into another; but 
* ſhe quickly came out, being warmly purſued. by two 
or three ocher Ants. I tried the ſame experiment 
* ſeveral] times with the ſame Ant; but at laſt the other} 
Ants grew impatient, and tore her to pieces. I have 
often frighted ſome Ants with my fingers, and RO | 
| them 


- 


toes es Rn r 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 307 
"them as far as another hole, ſtopping all the paſſages 
to prevent their going to their own neſt, It was very 
' natural for them to fly into the next hole: Many a 
man would not be fo cautious, and would throw him- 
ſelf out of the windows, or into a well, if he were 
' purſued by aſſaſſins. But the Ants I am ſpeaking of, 
# avoided going into any other hole but their own, and 
' rather tried all other ways of making their eſcape. 
They never fled into another neſt, but at the laſt ex- 
' tremity ; and ſometimes choſe rather to be taken, as I 
' have often experienced. It is therefore an inviolable 
' cuſtom among thoſe inſets, not to go into any other 
hole but their own. They don't exerciſe hoſpitality ; 
but they are very ready to help one another out of their 
hol holes. They put down their loads at the entrance of a 
on ol neighbouring neſt; and thoſe that live in it carry 
0 2 them in. 

ane Tue keep up a ſort of a trade among themſelves ; 
and it is not true that thoſe inſeQs are not for lend- 
ing: J know the contrary: They lend their corn; 
' they make exchanges; they are always ready to ſerve 
one another; and I can aſſure you, that more time 
ene and patience would have enabled me to obſerve a 
* thouſand things more curious and wonderful than 
nan what I have mentioned. For inſtance how they lend 


un, g and recover their loans; whether it be in the ſame 
"mY quantity, or with uſury; whether they pay the 
= þ — that work for them, Ac. I don't think it 
ei © impoſſible to examine all thoſe things; and it would 
but de a great curioſity to know by what maxims they go- 
n * vera themſelves: Perhaps ſuch a knowledge might 
* of ſome uſe to us. ; | 

er Tue v are never attacked by any enemies in a body, 
be © as it is reported of bees: Their only fear proceeds from 
vs © birds, which ſometimes eat their corn when they lay 
| 


© it out in the ſun; but they keep it under ground, 
* when they are afraid of thieves. It is ſaid that ſome 
© birds eat them; but I never ſaw any inſtance of it. 
© They are alſo infeſted by ſmall worms; but they turn 
them out, and kill them. I obſerved, that they pu- 


* niſhed-thoſe Ants, which probably had been * 
4 - 


308 THE MORAL MISCELLANY, 


© to their duty: Nay, ſometimes they killed them 
* which they did in the following manner: Three oz 
four Ants fell upon one, and pu led her ſeveral ways 
until ſhe was to;n in pieces. Gesell ſpeaking they 
* live very quietly ; from whence I infer that they hay 
ga very ſevere diſcipline among themſelves, to keep ſo 
good an order; or that they are great lovers of peace, 
if they have no occaſion for any diſcip ine. 
Was there ever a greater union in any common- 
wealth? Every thing is common among them; which 
is not to be ſeen any Where elſe. Bees, of which we 


are told ſo many wonderful things, have each of them 


* a hole in their hives; their honey is their own; eve- 
ry bee minds her own concerns. The ſame may be 
* ſaid of all other animals. They frequently fight, 10 
© deprive one another of their portion. It is not ſo with 
* Ants: They have nothing of their own : A grain of 
© corn which an Ant carries home, 1s depoſited in a 
common ſtock: It is not deſigned for her own uſe, 
© but for the whole community: There is no diſtinction 
between a private and a common intereſt, An Ant 
© never works for herſelf, but for the ſociety. 5 
« * WraTEveR misfortune happens to them, their 
«© care and induſtry find out a remedy for it; nothing 
* diſcourages them. If you deſtroy their neſts, they will 
be repaired in two days. Any body may eaſily ſee how 
* difficult it is to drive them out of their habitations, 
without deſtroying the inhabitants ; for, as long as there 
* are any left, they will maintain their ground.” 


ec nor Bo 08 FRO mT Bel 
Learning a proper Ingredient in the Education of 
 @ Woman of Quality or Fortune. 
| | [Guardian, Ne 155. 


HAVE often wondered that learning is not thought 
a proper ingredient in the education of a woman of 
quality or fortune. Since they have the ſame improve- 


able minds as the male part of the ſpecies, why _ 
they 
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hey not be cultivated by the ſame method ? why ſhould 
raſon be left to itſelf in one of the ſexes, and be diſci-/ 
dined with ſo mach care in the other ? 

Tarre are ſome reaſons why learning ſeems more 
adapted to the female world, than to the male. As in 
the firſt place, becau'e they have more ſpare time upon 
heir hands, and lead a more ſedentary life. Their em- 
loyments are of a domeſtic nature, and not like thoſe 
of the other ſex, which are often inconſiſtent with ſtudy 
md contemplation. The excellent lady, the lady Lizard, 
n the ſpace of one ſummer furniſhed a gallery wich 
chairs and couches of her own and her daughter's work- 


Wing; and at the ſame time heard all Doctor 77“lot- 


ſon's ſermons twice over. It is always the cuſtom for 
ome of the young ladies to read, while the others are at 
fork ; ſo that the learning of the family is not at all 
prejudicial to its manufaftures, I was mightly pleaſed 
the other day to find them all buſy in preſerving ſeveral 
ſuits of the ſeaſon, with the Sparkler in the midſt of 
them, reading over The plurality of worlds.” It was 
ery entertaining to me to ſee them dividing their ſpecu- 
ations between jellies and ſt rs, and making a ſudden 
tranſition from the ſun to an apricot, or from the Co- 
pernican ſyſtem to the figure of a cheeſe cake. | 
A ſecond reaſon why women ſhould apply themſelves 
o uſeful knowledge rather than men, is becauſe they 
have that natural gift of Speech in greater perfection. 
vince they have ſo excellent a talent, ſuch a Copia Ver- 
borum, or plenty of words, tis pity they ſhould | 
not put it to ſome uſe. If the female tongue will be 
in motion, why ſhould it not be ſet to go right ? Could 
hey diſcourfe about the ſpots in the ſun, it might divert 
them from publiſhing the faults of their neighbours : | 
Could they talk of the different aſpects and conjunctions 
of the planets, they need not be at the pains to com- 
nent upon oglings and clandeſtine marriages. In ſhort, 
vere they furniſhed with matters of fact, out of arts and | 
ſciences, it would now and then be of great caſe to their. 
Invention, | ; | 
THcRe is another reaſon why thoſe aer who are 
women of quality, ſhould apply themſelves to letters, 
namely 
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namely becauſe their huſbands are generally ſtrangers 
to them. . | 5-000 

IT is great pity there ſhould be no knowledge in a fa. 
mily. For my own part, I am concerned when I pg 
into a great houſe, e there is not a ſingle 
perſon chat can ſpell, $ it be by chance the butler, 
or one of the footmen. What a figure is the young heir 
likely. to make, who is a dunce both by father and mo. 
ther's ſide ? 

Ir we look into the hiſtories of famous women, we 
find many eminent philoſophers of this ſex. Nay, we 
find that ſeveral females have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
in thoſe. ſects of philoſophy which ſeem almoſt repug. 
nant to their natures. There have been famous female 
Pgthagoreans, notwithſtanding moſt of that phi oſophy 
conſiſted in keeping a ſecret, and that the diſciple was 
to hold her tongue five years her. I need not 
mention Portia, who was a ſtoick in petticoats: nor 
Hipparchia, the famous ſhe cynick, who arrived at ſuch 
a perfection in her ſtudies, that ſhe converſed with her 
huſband, or man-planter, in broad day light, and in 
the open ſtreets. 7 | 

LEARNINO and knowledge are perfections in us, not 
as we are men, but as we are reaſonable creatures, in 
which orders of beings the female world is upon the ſame 
level with the male. We ought to conſider in this par- 
ticular, not what is the ſex, but what is the ſpecies to 
which they belong. At leaſt I believe every one will 
allow me, that a female philoſopher is not ſo abſurd a 
character and ſo oppoſite to the ſex, as a female game- 
ſter ; and that it is more irrational for a woman to paſs 
away half a dozen hours at cards or dice, than in get- 
ting up ſtores of uſeful learning. This therefore is 
another reaſon why I ſhould recommend the ſtudies of 
knowledge to the female world, that they may not be 
at n loſs how to employ thoſe hours that lie upon their 
hands, ; 

"I MIGHT alſo add this motive to my fair readers, that 
ſeveral of their ſex, who have improved their minds by 
books and literature, have raiſed themſelves to the high- 
eſt poſts of honour and fortune. A neighbouring nation 

may 
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y at this time furniſh us with a very remarkable in- 
knce of this kind; but I ſhall conclude this head with 
be hiſtory of Athenais, which is a very ſignal example 
amy preſent purpoſe. an, $114 oh 9 
The emperor 7heodeſius being about the age of one 
ud twenty, and deſigning to take a wife, deſired his 
ler Pulcheria and his friend Paulinus to fearch his 
hole empire for a woman of the moſt exquiſite beau- 
and higheſt accompliſhments. In the midſt of this 
arch, Athenais, a Grecian virgin, accidentally offer- 
i herſelf, Her father, who. was an eminent philoſo- 
jer of Athens, and had bred her up in all the learning 
chat place, at his death left her but a very ſmall por- 
on, in which alſo ſhe ſuffered great hardſhips from the 
juſtice of her two brothers. This forced her upon a 
urney to Conſtantinople, where ſhe had a relation 
ho repreſented her caſe to Puleheria in order to obtain 
me redreſs from the emperor, By this means that 


or 

ch igious princeſs became acquainted: with Athexais, 
er em ſhe found the moſt beautiful woman of her age, 
in N educated under a long courſe of philoſophy in the 


deſt virtue, and moſt unſpotted innocence. Pulebe- 
was charmed with her converſation, and immediately 
ue her reports to the. emperor her brother Theodoſeus, 
ie character ſhe gave made ſuch an impre ſſion on him, 


ne 
ir- Wit be deſired his faſter to bring her away immediately 
to We lodgings of his Hiend Faalian where he found 


beauty and her converſation beyond the highelt idea 


| a bad framed of them. His friend Paulinus converted 
de- WT: to chriſtianity, and gave her the name of Eudrfia ; 


* 


er which the emperor publicly eſpouſed her, and en- 
red all the happineſs in his marriage which he pro- 
led himſelf from ſuch a virtuous and learned bride. 
e not only forgave the injuries which her two brothers 
| done her, but raiſed them to great honours ; and 
ſeveral works of learning, as well as by an exem- 


ir NI 
: ly life, made herſelf ſo dear to the whole empire, 
nat nt ſhe had many ſtatues erected to her memory, and is 
by ebrated by the fathers of the church as the ornaqent 
Ih- | her ſex, f 

jon On 
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gree, guilty of this offence ; tho', at the ſame time, how 


judicial and pernicious to the perſon at whom they ar 


this abominable proceeding, which is ſo univerſally prac 


take delight in hearing the faults of others. 


On CALUMNY:. Spect. No 594, 


E RE all the vexations of life put together 
we ſhould find that a great part of them pro 
ceed from thoſe calumnies and reproaches which we 
ſpread abroad concerning one another. 

Tree is ſcarce a man living who is not, in ſome de 


ever we treat one another, it muſt be confeſſed, that w. 
all conſent in ſpeaking ill of the perſons who are notori 
ous for this practice. It generally takes its riſe eithe 
from an ill-will to mankind, a private inclination to mak( 
ourſelves eſteemed, an oſtentation of wit, a vanity of be 
ing thought in the ſecrets of the world, or from a deſir 
o l any of theſe diſpoſitions of mind in tho 
perſons with whom we converſe. a 
Tus publiſher of ſeandal is more or leſs odious to man 
kind, and criminal in himſelf, as he is influenced by any 
one or more of the foregoing motives, But whateve 
may be the occaſion of ſpreading theſe falſe reports, h 
ought to conſider, that the effect of them is equally pre 


aimed. The injury is the ſame, tho? the principle fron 
whence it proceeds may be different. "des 
As every one looks upon himſelf with too much indul 
gence, when he paſſes a judgment on his own thought 
or actions, and as very few would be thought guilty o 


tiſed, and, at the ſame time, ſo univerſally blamed, 
ſhall lay down three rules by which I would have a mat 
examine and ſearch into his own heart, before he ſtand 
acquitted to himſelf of that evil diſpoſition of min 
which I am here mentioning. | 
Firſt of all, LeT him conſider whether he does no 


Secondly, WHETHER he is not too apt to believ« 
ſuch little blackening accounts, and more inclined te 
be credulous on the uncharitable than on the good -n 
tured fide. as 

EE 4 Third) 


Thirdly, WET NE x he is not ready to ſpread and pro- 


Tres are the ſeveral ſteps by which this vice pro- 
ceeds, and grows up into ſlander and defamation. _ 

In the firſt place, a man who takes delight in hearing 
the faults of others, ſhews ſufficiently that he has a true 
liſh of ſcandal, and conſequently, the ſeeds of this vice 
zithin him. If his mind is gratified with hearing the re- 
OW voaches which are caſt on others, he will find the ſame 
fleaſure in relating them, and be the more apt to do it, 
15 he will naturally imagine every one he converſes with 
; delighted in the ſame manner with himſelf. A man 
hould endeavour therefore to wear out of his mind this 
viminal curioſity, which is perpetually heightened and 
nfamed by liſtening to ſuch ſtories as tend to the diſre- 

tation of others. | 


teart, whether he be not apt to believe ſuch little black- 
ning accounts, and more inclined to be credulous on 
tie uncharitable, than on the good-natured fide. 


, bY Sucn a credulity is very vicious in itſelf, and gene- 
prefWrilly ariſes from a man's conſciouſneſs of his own ſecret 


vrruptions. It is a pretty ſaying of Thales, falſhood is 
uſt as far diſtant from truth, as the ears are from the 
wes. By which he would intimate, that a wiſe man 
hould not eafily give credit to the reports of actions 
thich he has not feen. I ſhall, under this head, mention 
wo or three remarkable rules to be obſerved by the 
embers of the celebrated 4bbey de la Trape, as they are 
nbliſhed in a little French book. 4 
Tux fathers are there ordered, never to give an ear to 
ny accounts of baſe and criminal actions; to turn off 
dl ſuch diſcourſe if poſſible; but in caſe they hear an 
hing of this nature ſo well atteſted that they cannot diſ- 
klieve it, they are then to ſuppoſe, that the criminal ac- 
ton may have proceeded from a good intention in him 
Who is guilty of it. This is, perhaps, carrying charity to 
n extravagance, but it is certainly much more laudable, 
than to ſuppoſe, as the ill-ffatured part of the world does, 
* hat indifferent, and even good actions, proceed from 
. principles and wrong intentions. I 
p * 
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pagate ſuchreports as tend to the diſreputation of another. 


In the ſecond place a man ſhould conſult his own 
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' whether he does not find in it a ſecret inclination to pro- 


been ſpeaking of, ariſes to this degree of malignity, it 


As che greateſt part of mankind are more affected 


s, that vulgar notion, that men addicted to contempla- 


and politicians are confined to narrow tracts of the earth; 


_ are not limited to any ſingle ſpot, but equally diffuſec 
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In the third place, a man ſhould examine his heart, 


e ſuch reports, as tend to the diſreputation of another. 
Wu tne diſeaſe of the mind, which J have hitherto 


diſcovers itſelf in its worſt ſymptom, and is in danger 
of becoming incurable. I need not therefore inſiſt upon 
the guilt in this laſt particular, which every one cannot 
but diſapprove, who is not void of humanity, or even 
common uiſcretion. I ihall only add, that whatever plea. 
ſure any man may take in ſpreading whiſpers of this na- 
ture, he will find an infinitely greater ſatisfaction in con- 
quering the temptation he is under, by letting the ſecret 
die within his own breaſt. 


AEEREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREEESTESSEEEE 
The active and ſpeculative Parts of Mankind com- 
| pared. | Guardian, Ne 130. 


by things which ftrike the ſenſes, than by excel- 
lences. that are to be diſcerned by reaſon and thought, 
they form very erroneous judgments, when they com- 
are the one with the other. An eminent inſtance of this 


tion are leſs ufeful members of ſociety, than thoſe of a 
different courſe of life. The buſineſs: therefore of my 
preſent paper ſhall be {to compare the diſtin& merits off 
the ſpeculative and the active parts of mankind. 

Tre advantages ariſing from the labours of generals 


and while they promote the intereſt of their own coun- 
try, they leſſen or obſtruct that of other nations. Where 
as the light and knowledge that ſpring from ſpeculatio 


to the benefit of the whole globe. Beſides, for the 
moſt part, the renown only of men of action is tranſ- 
mitted to diſtant poſterity, their great exploits eithe 
dying with themſelves, or ſoon after them; wherea 
ſpeculative men continue to deſerve well of the _ 

| | thou- 
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thouſands of years after they have left it. Their merits 
are propagated with their fame which is due to them, 
but a free gift to thoſe whoſe beneficence has not out- 
lived their perſons. 

WHraT benefit do we receive from the renowned 
deeds of Cæſar or Alexander, that we ſhould make them 
the conſtant themes of our praiſe ? while the name of 
Pythageras is more ſparingly celebrated, though it be 
to him that we are indebted for our trade and riches, 
This may ſeem ſtrange to a vulgar reader, but the fol- 
lowing reflection will make it plain. That philoſopher 
invented the forty ſeventh propoſition of the firſt book: 
of Euckd, which 1s the foundation of trigonometry and 
conſequently of navigation, upon which the commerce 
of Great- Britain depends, 

Tae mathematicks are ſo uſeful and ornamental to 
human life, that the ingenious Sir William Temple ac- 
knowledges in ſome part of his writings, all thoſe ad- 


vantages which diſtinguiſh polite nations from barba- 


rians to be derived from them. But as theſe ſciences 
cultivate the exterior parts of life, there are others of 


2 more excellent nature, that endue the heart with ru- 


diments of virtue, and by opening our proſpects, and 
awakening our hopes, produce generous emotions and 
ſublime ſentiments in the ſoul. | 

Tus divine ſages of antiquity, who by tranſmit- 
ting down to us their ſpeculations upon good and evil, 
upon providence, and the dignity and duration of 
thinking beings, have imprinted as idea of moral 
excellence on the minds of men, are moſt eminent 


benefaRors to human nature; and, however overlooked. 


in the loud and thougktleſs applauſes that are every 
day beſtowed on the flaughterers and diſturbers of man- 
kind, yet they will never want the eſteem and approba- 
tion of the wiſe and virtuous. 

Tus apology in behalf of the ſpeculative part of 
mankird, who make uſeful truth the end of their be- 
ing, and its acquiſition the buſineſs as well as enter- 
tainment of their lives, ſeems not improper, in order 
to rectify the miſtake of thoſe, who meaſure merit by 
noiſe and outward appearance, and are too apt to de- 
preciate and ridicule men of thought and retirement. 

\ P 2 The 
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The rallery and reproaches which are thrown on that | 
ſpecies by thoſe who abound in the animal life, would 
incline one to think the world not ſufficiently convinced, 6 
that whatſoever is good or excellent proceeds from | 
reaſon and reflexion. 13 ; " 

Even thoſe who only regard truth as ſuch, with- ; 
out communicating their thoughts, or applying them to Ml. 
practice, will ſeem worthy members of the common- | 
wealth, if we compare the innocence and tranquility | 
with which they paſs their lives, with the fraud and | 
impenitence of other men. But the number of thoſe | 
who by abſtracted thoughts become uſeleſs, is inconſi- | 
derable in reſpect of them who are hurtful to mankind 
by an active and reſtleſs diſpoſition, 

As in the diſtribution of other things, ſo in this the 
wiſdom of providence appears, that men addicted to in- 
tellectual purſuits, bear a {mall proportion to thoſe who re- 
Joice in exerting the force and activity of their corporeal 
organs ; for operations of the latter ſort are limited to a 
narrow extent of time and place, whereas thoſe of the mind 
are permanent and MT 2} Plato and Euclid enjoy a ſort | 
of immortality upon earth, and at this day read lectures i - 

Ko the world. | | = 

Bur if to inform the underſtanding, and regulate the 
will, is the moſt laſting and diffuſive benefit, thefe will 
nat be found ſo uſeful and excellent an inſtitution as that 
of the chriſtian prieſthood, which is now become the 
ſcorn of fools. 'That a numerous order of men ſhould 
be conſecrated to the ſtudy of the moſt ſublime and bene- 

- ficial truths, with a deſign to propagate them by their 
diſcourſes and writings, to inform their fellow crea- 
tures of the being and attributes of the Deity, to poſſeſs 
their minds with the ſenſe of a future ſtate, and not only 
to explain the nature of every virtue and moral duty, 
but likewiſe to perſuade mankind to the practice of them 
by the moſt powerful and engaging motives, is a thing 
ſo excellent and neceſſary to the well being of the world, 
that no body but a modern free-thinker could have the 
forehead or folly to turn it into ridicule, | 

Tux light in which theſe points ſhould be expoſed 
to the view of one who 1s prejudiced againſt the names, 
religion, church, prieſt, and the like, is to conſider the 

| clergy 


*% 
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clergy as ſo many philoſophers, the churches as ſchools, _ 


at and their ſermons as lectures, for the information and 
d improvement of the audience. How would the heart 
, of Secrates or Tully have rejoiced, had they lived in a 
n nation, where the jaw had made proviſion for phi- 

loſophers, to read lectures of morality and theology 
2 every ſeventh day, in ſeveral thouſands of ſchools erected 
„ at the public charge throughout the whole country, at 


- which lectures all ranks and ſexes without diſtinction 
1 were obliged to be preſent for the general improve- 
d ment? And what wicked wretches would they think 


4 thoſe men who would endeavour to defeat the purpoſe 

of. ſo divine an inſtitution. 

i THE inhabitants of the earth may properly be rang. 
ed under the two general heads of gentlemen and me- 


© IF chanics. This diſtinction ariſes from the different oc- 
" IF cupations wherein they exert themſelves. The former of 
s theſe ſpecies is univerſally acknowledged to be more ho- 
nourable than the other, who are looked uppn as a baſe 
1 IF and inferior order of men. But if the world is in the 
night in this natural judgment, it is not generally ſo 
© IF in the diſtribution of particular perſons under their reſ- 
pective denominations. It is a clear ſettled point,. that 
the gentleman ſhould be preferred to the mechanic. 
| But who-is the gentleman, and who the mechanic, 
L | wants to be explained. 
= Tur philoſophers diſtinguiſh two parts in human 
nature; the rational and the animal. Now, if we at- : 
| tend to the reaſon of the thing, we ſhall find it difficult 
to aſſign a more juſt and adequate idea of theſe diſtinct 
ſpecies, than by defining the gentleman to be him 
' JF whoſe occupation lies in the exertion of his rational 
' FF} faculties, and the mechanic him who is employed in 
the uſe of his animal parts, or the organic parts of his body. 
1 Tax concurring aſſent of the world, in preferring 
gentlemen to mechanics, ſeems founded in that prefe- 
| FT rence which the rational part of our nature is intitled 
| to above the animal; when we conſider it in itſelf, as 
it is the ſeat of wiſdom and underſtanding, as it is pure and 
immortal, and as it is that which, of all the known works 
cf the creation, bears the brighteſt impreſs of the Deity. 
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Ir claims the ſame dignity and-pre-eminence, if we 
conſider it with reſpec to its object. Mechanical mo. 
tives or operations are confined to a narrow circle of 
low and little things. Whereas reaſon inquires con- 
cerning the nature of intellectual beings, the great au- 
thor of our exiſtence, its end, and the proper methods 
of attaining it. Or, in caſe that noble faculty ſubmit 
itſelf to nearer objects, it is not, like the organic 
28 confined to a ſlow and painful manner of action, 


ut ſhifts the ſcenes, and applies itſelf to the moſt dif. | 
tant objects with incredible eaſe and diſpatch. Neither | 


are the operations of the mind, like thoſe of the hands, 


limited to one individual object, but at once extended | 


to a whole ſpecies. 


AxD as we have ſhewn the intellectual powers to be 
nobler than thoſe of motion, both in their own nature, 


and in regard to their object, the ſame will ſtill hold if 
we conſider their office. It is the province of the | 


former to preſide and direct, of the latter to execute and 
obey. 'Thole who apply their hands to the materials, 


appear the immediate builders of an edifice, but the | 


beauty and progp:tion of it is owing to the architect who 


deſigned the plan in his cloſet. And in like manner, 


whatever there is either in art or nature, of uſe or regu- 


larity, will be found to proceed from the ſuperior prin- 


ciple of reaſon and underſtanding. Theſe reflections, 
how obvious ſoever, do nevertheleſs ſeem not ſufficient- 
ly attended to by thoſe who, being at great pains to im- 
prove the figure and motions of the body, negleQ the 
culture of the mind. 


Fou the premiſes it follows, that a man may de- 


ſcend from an antient family, wear fine clothes, and 


be maſter of what is commonly called good breeding, 


and yet rot merit the name of gentleman. All thoſe | 
whoſe principal accompliſhments conſiſt in the exertion | 


of the mechanic powers, whether the organ made uſe 
of be the eye, the muſcles of the face, the fingers, ice, 


or any other part, are in the eye of reaſon to be eteemed 
mechanics. 


Ipo therefore, by theſe preſents, declare that all 


men and women, by what title ſoever 8 
whole 


Pu 


* 


oy 
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whoſe occupation it is either to ogle with the eye, flirt 
with the fan, dreſs, cringe, adjuſt the muſcles of the 
face, or other parts of the body, are degraded from the 
rank of gentry ; which is from this time forward ap- 
propriated to thoſe who employ the talents of the mind 
in the purſuit of knowledge and practice of virtue, 


ut and are content to take their places as they are diſtin- 
c gaiſhed by moral and intellectual accompliſhments. 
n, Tat reſt of the human ſpeties come under the ap- 
il. Ppellation of mechanics, with this difference, that the 
er profeſſed mechanics, who, not pretending to be gentle- 
ls, men, contain themſelves within their proper ſphere, are 
d neceſſary to the well being of mankind, and conſequent- 
ly ſhould be more reſpected in a well-regulated common- 
'* BY wealth, than thoſe mechanics who make a merit of 
© being uſeleſs. | | | 
1 Haix hitherto conſidered the human ſpecies as di- 


ſtinguiſhed into gentlemen and mecbapics, I come now 


d to treat of the machines, a fort of beings that have the 
5 outſide or appearance of men, without being really ſuch. 
I The free-thinkers have often declared to the world, that 
5 they are not actuated by any incorporeal being or ſpirit, 
7 


but that all the operations they exert proceed from the 
colliſion of certain corpuſcles, endued with proper 
figures and motions. It is now a conſiderable time that 
', I have been their proſelyte in this point. Tam even ſo 
far convinced that they are in the right, that I ſhall at- 
tempt proving it to others. | 

— Tu mind being itſelf inviſible, there is no other 
way to diſcern its exiſtence, than by the effects which 
it produceth. Where deſign, order and ſymmetry are 


WW vidble in the effects, we conclude the cauſe to be an in- 
, telligent being ; but where nothing of theſe can be 
© found, we aſcribe the effect to hazard, neceſſity, or 
me like. Now I appeal to any one who is converſant 
, in the modern productions of our free-thinkers, if they 
, do not look rather like effects of chance, or at beſt of 
a mechaniſm, than of a thinking principle, and conſe- 
quently whether the authors of thoſe rhapſodies are not 
mere machines, | 4 2M | ; 
? P 4 Tur 
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P ux ſame point is likewiſe evident from their own 
aſſertion, it being plain that no ione could miſtake 


thought for motion, who knew what thought was. For 


theſe reaſons I do hereby give it in charge to all Chri. 
ſtians, that hereafter they ſpeak of free-thinkers in the 


neuter gender, ufing the term for him. They are to 


be conſidered as Automata, made up of bones and 


muſcles, nerves, arteries and animal ſpirits ; not ſo in- 
nocent indeed, but as deſtitute of thought and reaſon, | 
as thoſe little machines which the excellent author from 
whom I take the motto of this paper has fo elegantly | 


deſcribed. 


b he 2x dhe ths ch hh hs oh cha ad NN N N hh hc, | 
On the Purſuit of Fame, Spect. No 25 5.11 


HE foul, conſidered abſtractly from its paſſions, 


is of a remiſs and ſedentary nature, ſlow in its re- 


folves, and Janguiſhing in its executions. The uſe | 


therefore of the paſſions is to ſtir it up, and to put it 
upon action, to awaken the underſtanding to enforce 
the will, and to make the whole man more vigorous 
and attentive in the proſecution of his deſigns. As 


this is the end of the paſſions in general, ſo it is parti- | 


cularly of ambition, which puſhes the ſoul to ſuch ac- 


tions as are apt to procure honour and reputation to the | 


actor. But if we carry our reflexions higher, we may 


| diſcover farther ends of Providence in implanting this | 


paſſion in mankmd. 
IT was neceſſary for the world, that arts ſhould be 
invented and improved, books written and tranſmitted 


to poſterity, nations conquered and civilized : now } 
fince the proper and genuine motives to theſe and the 


like great actions, would only influence virtuous minds; 
there would be but ſmall improvements in the world, 
were there not ſome common principle of action work- 
ing equally with all men. And ſuch a principle 1s am- 


bition or a deſire of fame, by which great endowments 


are not ſuffered to lye idle and uſeleſs to the publick, 
and many vicious men, over-reached, as it were, and 
engaged 


or, —— ad 
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engaged contrary to their natural inclinations in a glo- 
rious and laudable courſe of action. For we may far- 
ther obſerve, that men of the greateſt abilities are 
moſt fired with ambition: and that on the contrary, 
mean and narrow minds are the leaſt actuated by it; 
whether it be that a man's ſenſe of his own incapacities 
makes him deſpair of coming at fame, or that he has 
not enough range of thought to look out for any good 
which does not more immediately relate to his intereſt 
or convenience, or that Providence, in the very frame 
of his ſoul, would not ſubject him to ſuch a paſſion as 
2 be uſeleſs to the world, and a torment to him- 
elf. | 
Wenk not this deſire of fame very ſtrong, the dif- 
hculty of obtaining it, and the danger of loſing it 
when obtained, would be ſufficient to deter a man from 
ſo vain a purſuit, 

How tew are there who are furniſhed wich abilities 
ſufficient to recommend their actions to the admiration 
of the world, and to diſtinguiſh themſelves from the 
reſt of mankind ? Providence for the moſt part ſets us 
upon a level, and obſerves a kind of proportion in its 
diſpenſations towards us. If it renders us perfect in 
one accompliſhment, it generally leaves us defective in 
another, and ſeems careful rather of preſerving every 
perſon from being mean and deficient in his qualiſica- 
tions, than of making any ſingle one eminent or extra- 
ordinary, | 

AnD- among thoſe who are the moſt richly endowed 


by nature, and accompliſhed by their own inſtuſtry, 


how few are there whoſe virtues are not obſcured by 
the ignorance, prejudice or envy of their_beholders ? 
Some men cannot diſcern between a noble and a mean 
action. Others are apt to attribute them to ſome falſe 
end or intention : and others purpoſely miſrepreſent or 
put a wrong interpretation on them, 

Bur the more to enforce this conſideration, we may 
obſerve that thoſe are generally moſt unſueceſsful in their 
purſuit after fame, who are moſt defirous of obtaining 
it. It is Salaſt's remark upon Cato, that the leſs he 


coveted glory the more he acquired it. 
de Fs M & 
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322 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 
Men take an ill-natured pleaſure in crofling our in- 
clinations, and diſappointing us in what our hearts are 
moſt ſet upon. When therefore they have diſcovered 
the paſſionate defire of fame in the ambitious man, (as 
no e of mind is more apt to ſhew itſelf) they be. 
come ſparing and reſerved in their commendations, 
they envy him the ſatisfaction of an applauſe, and 
look on their praiſes rather as a kindneſs done to his 
perſon, than as a tribute paid to his merit. Others | 
who are free from this natural perverſeneſs of temper | 
grow waly in their praiſes of one, who ſets too great 
a value on them, left they ſhould raiſe him too high in 
his own imagination, and by conſequence remove him 
to a greater diſtance from themſelves. 

Bur farther, this defire of fame naturally betrays 
the ambitions man into ſuch indecencies as are a leſſen- 
ing to his reputation. He is ſtill afraid leſt any of his 
actions ſhould be thrown away in private, leſt his de- 
ſerts ſhould be concealed from the notice of the world, 

or receive any diſadvantage from the reports which 
others make of them. This often ſets him on empty 
boaſts and oſtentations of himſelf, and betrays him in- 
to vain fantaſtical recitals of his own performances: 
his diſcourſe generally leans one way, and, whatever is 
the ſubject of it, tends obliquely either to the detrac- 
ting from others, or to the extolling of himſeif. Va- 
nity is the natural weakneſs of an ambitious man, | 
which expoſes him to the ſecret ſcorn and deriſion of 
thoſe he converſes with, and ruins the character he is 
ſo induſtrious to advance by it. For tho' his actions 
are never ſo glorious, they loſe their luſtre when they 
are drawn at large, and ſet to ſhow by his own hand; 
and as the world is more apt to find fault than to com- 

mend, the boaſt will probably be cenſured when the t 

great aclion that occaſioned it is forgotten. | It 

Bes1Dts, this very deſire of fame is looked on as a f. 
meanneſs and imperfection in the greateſt character. q 
A ſolid and ſubſtantial greatneſs of ſoul looks down ii 
with a generous neglect on the cenſures and applauſes e 
a 
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of the multitude, and places a man beyond the little 
noiſe and ſtrife of tongues. Accordingly we find in 
2 | our- 
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ourſelves a ſecret awe and veneration for the character 
of one who moves above us in a regular and illuſtrious 
courſe of virtue, without any regard to our good or 
il opinions of him, to our reproaches or commenda- 
tions. Aon the contrary it is uſual for us, when we 
would take off from the fame and reputation of an ac- 
tion, to aſcribe it to vain glory, and a defire of fame 


in the actor. Nor is this common judgment and opi- 


nion of mankind il! founded, for certainly it denotes 


no great bravery of mind to be worked up to any no- 


ble action by ſo felfiſh a motive, and to do that out of 
a defire of fame, which we could not be prompted to 
by a diſintereſted love to mankind, or by a generous 
paſſion for the glory of him that made us. | 
Tnuus is fame a thing difficult to be obtained by all, 
but particularly by thoſe who thirſt after it, ſince moſt 
men have ſo much either of ill- nature, or of warineſs, 
as not to gratify or ſooth the vanity of the ambitious 
man, and fince this very thirſt after fame naturally be- 
trays him into ſuch indecencies as are leſſening to his 
reputation, and 1s itſelf looked upon as a weakneſs in 
the greateſt characters. 
In the next place, fame is eaſily loſt, and as difficult 
to be preſerved as it was at firſt to be acquired. But 
this I ſhall make the ſubje& of a following paper. 
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The ſame Subject continued. [SpeQt. Ne 256.] 


4 4 HE RE are many paſſions and tempers of mind 

which naturally diſpoſe us to depreſs and vilify 
the merit of one riſing in the eſteem of mankind. All 
thoſe who made their entrance into the world with the 
ſame advantages, and were once looked on as his e- 
quals, are apt to think the fame of his merits a re- 
flexion on their own deſerts; and will therefore take 
care to reproach him with the ſcandal of ſome gout 
ation, or derogate from the worth of the pre ent, 
that they may ſtill keep him on the ſame level with 
| P 6 themes 


.: tected what the reſt of the world have overlooked, | 
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themſelves. The like kind of conſideration often ftirs Ml t 
up the envy of ſuch as were once his ſuperiors, who Ml » 
think it a detraction from their merit to ſee another b 

t 


| pet ground upon them and overtake them in the pur- 

uits of glory; and will therefore endeavour to ſink his 
reputation, that they may the better preſerve their own, | 
Thoſe who were once his equals envy and defame him, 
becauſe they now ſee him their ſuperior; and thoſe | 
who were once his ſuperiors, becauſe they look upon him 
as their equal, | | | 
Bor farther, a man whoſe extraordinary reputation 
thus lifts him up to the notice and obſervation of man- 
kind, draws a multitude of eyes upon him that will 
narrowly inſpect every part of him, conſider him nice- 
ly in all views, and not be a little pleaſed when they | 
have taken him in the worſt and moſt diſadvantageous | 
light. There are many who find a pleaſure in contra- | 
dicting the common reports of fame, and in ſpreading } 
abroad the weakneſſes of an exalted character. They 
Publiſh their ill-natur'd diſcoveries with a ſecret pride 
and applaud themſelves for the fingularity of their 
Jidgment which has ſearched deeper than others, de- 
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and found a flaw in what the generality of mankind | 
admires. Others there are wha proclatm the errors | 
and infirmities of a great man with an inward ſatisfac- 
tion and complacency, if they diſcover none of the | 
hke errors and infirmities in themſelves ; for while they | 
are expoſing another's weakneſſes, they are tacitly aim. | 
ing at their own commendations, who are not fubject 
to the like infirmities, and are apt to be tranſported | 
with a ſecret kind of vanity to fee themſelves ſuperior | 
in ſome reſpects to one of a ſublime and celebrated re- 
putation, Nay, it very often happens, that none are 
more induſtrious in publiſning the blemiſhes of an ex- 
traordinary reputation, than ſuch as lye open to the 
ſame cenſures in their.own characters, as either hoping | 
to excuſe their own defects by the authority of ſo high | 
an example, or raiſing an imaginary applauſe to them- 
ſelves ſor reſembling a perſon of an exalted reputation, | 
tho? in the blameable parts of his character. =Y 

: thele 
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theſe ſecret ſprings of detraCtion fail, yet very often 2 
yain oſtentation of wit ſets a man on attacking an eſta- 
bliſned name, and ſacrificing it to the mirth and laugh- 
ter of thoſe about him. A ſatire or a libel on one of 
the common ſtamp, never meets with that reception 
and approbation among its readers, as what is aimed 
at a-perſon whoſe merit places him upon an eminence, 
and gives him a more 1 figure among men. 
Whether it be that we think it ſhews greater art to ex- 
poſe and turn to ridicule a man whoſe character ſeems 
ſo improper a ſubject for it, or that we are pleaſed by 
ſome implicit kind of revenge to ſee him taken down 
and humbled in his reputation, and in ſome meaſure re- 
duced to our own rank, who had ſo far raiſed himſelf 
above us in the reports and opinions of mankind. - 
Tavs we ſee how many dark and intricate motives 
there are to detraction and defamation, and how many 
malicious ſpies are ſearching into the actions of a great 
man, who is not always the beſt prepared for ſo nar- 


row an inſpection. For we may generally obſerve, 


that our admiration of a famous man leſſens upon our 
nearer acquaintance with him; and that we ſeldom 
hear the deſcription of a celebrated perſon, without a 
catalogue of ſome notorious weaknefles and infirmities. 
The reaſons may be, becauſe any little ſlip is more 
conſpicuous and obſervable in his conduct than in ano- 
ther's, as it is not of a piece with the reſt of his cha- 
racer, or becauſe it is impoſſible for a man at the ſame 
time to be attentive to the more important part of his 
life, and to keep a watchful eye over all the inconfider- 
able circumſtances of his behaviour and converſation ; 
or becauſe, as we have before obſerved, the ſame tem- 
r of mind which inclines us to a deſire of fame, na- 
turally betrays us into ſuch flips and unwarineſſes as 
are not incident to men of a contrary diſpoſition, 
ArTE R all it muſt be confeſs'd, that a noble and 
triumphant merit often breaks through and diſſipates 
theſe little ſpots and ſullies in its reputation; but if by 
2 miſtaken purſuit after fame, or through human infir- 
mity, any falſe ſtep be made in the more momentous 
concerns of life, the whole ſcheme of ambitious de- 
| 1 figns, 
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316 THE MORAL MISCELLANY, 
fins is broken and diſfppointed.. The ſmaller ftaing 
and blemiſhes may die away and diſappear amidſt the 
brightneſs that ſurrounds them ; but a blot of a deeper 
nature caſts a ſhade on all the other beauties, and dark. 
ens the whole character. How difficult therefore is it 
to preſerve a great name, when he that has acquired 
it is ſo obnoxious to ſuch little weakneſſes and infirmi. 
ties as are no ſmall diminution to it when diſcovered, 
eſpecially when they are ſo induſtrioufly Br 
and aggravated by ſuch as were once his ſuperiors or 
equals ; by ſuch as would ſet to ſhow their judgment 
or their wit, and by ſuch as are guilty or innocent of 
the ſame ſlips or miſconducts in their own behaviour! 

B ur were there none of theſe diſpoſitions in others | 
to cenſurs a famous man, nor any ſuch miſcarriages in 
himſelf, yet would he meet with no ſmall trouble in 
keeping up his reputation in all its height and ſplendor, 
There mult be always a noble train of actions to pre- 
ſerve his fame in life and motion. For when it is once 
at a ſtand, it naturally flags and languiſhes. Admijra. 
tion is a very ſhor:-liv'd paſſion, that immediately de- 
cays upon growing familiar with its object, unleſs it be 
ſtill fed with freſh diſcoveries, and kept alive by a perpe- 
tual new ſucceſſion of miracles rifing up to its view. And 
even the greateſt actions of a celebrated perſon labour 
under this diſadvantage, that however ſurpriſing and ex- 
traordinary they may be, they are no more than what 
are expected from him; but on the contrary, if they 
fall any ching below the opinion that is conceived of 
him, tho' they might raiſe the reputation of another, 
they are a diminution to 47s. | 

Ox would think there ſhould be ſomething wonder- 
fully pleaſing in the poſſeſſion of fame, that, notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe mortifying conſiderations, can engage 
a man in ſo deſperaie a purſuit; and yet if we conſi- 
der the little h-ppineſs that-attends a great character, 
and the multicude of diiquietudes to which the defire 
of it ſubjects an ambitious mind, one would be ſtill 
the more ſurpriſed to ſee ſo many reſtleſs candidates for 
$10rY. 
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AmB1ITiOonN raiſes a ſecret tumult in the ſoul, it in- 
flames the mind, and puts it into a violent hurry of 
thought: it is ſtill reaching after an empty imaginary 
good, that has not in it the power to abate or ſatisfy it. 
Moſt other — we long for can allay the cravings 
of their proper ſenſe, and for a while ſet the appetite 
at reſt; but fame is a good ſo wholly foreign to our 
natures, that we have no faculty in the ſoul adapted 
to it, nor any Organ in the body to reliſh it; an ob- 
ject of deſire placed out of the poſſibility of fruition, 
It may indeed fill the mind for a while with a giddy 
kind of ps but it is ſuch a pleaſure as makes a 
man reſtlefs and uneaſy under it, and which does not 
ſo much ſatisfy the preſent thirſt, as it excites freſh de- 
n MJ fires, and ſets the ſoul on new enterpriſes. For how 
n few ambitious men are there, who have got as much 
. fame as they deſire, and whoſe thirſt after it has not 
been as eager in the very height of their reputation, as 
it was before they became known and eminent amon 
men? There is not any circumflance in Cæſar's cha- 
racter which gives me a greater idea of him, than a 
ſaying which Cicero tells us he frequently made uſe of 
in private converſation, That he aas ſatisfied with his 
ſhare of life and fame. Se ſatis vel ad naturam, vel ad 
loriam wvixifſe. Many indeed have given over their 
purſuits after fame, but that has proceeded either from 
the diſappointments they have met in it, or from their 
experience of the little pleaſure which attends it, or 
from the better informations or natural coldneſs of old 
age; but ſeldom from a full ſatisfaction and acquieſ- 
cence in their preſent enjoyments of it. 

N o & is fame only unſatisfying in itſelf, but the de- 
fire of it lays us open to many accidental troubles which 
thoſe are free from who have no ſuch a tender regard 

for it. How often is the ambitious man caſt down and 
diſappointed, if he receives no praiſe where he expec- 
ted it ? Nay how often is he mortified with the very 
praiſes he receives, if they do\ not riſe ſo high as he 
thinks they ought, which hey ſeldom do unlets increaſ- 
ed by flattery, ſince few men have ſo good an opinion 


of us as we have of ourſelves ? But if the ambitious ** 
| 9 be 
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be ſo much grieved even with praiſe itſelf, how will he 
be able to bear up under ſcandal and defamation ? For 
the ſame temper of mind which makes him defire 
fame, makes him hate reproach. If he can be «ran. 
ſported with the extraordinary praiſes of men, he will 


be as much dejected by their cenſures. How little 


therefore is the happineſs of an ambitious man, who 


gives every one a dominion over it, who thus ſubjects 
himſelf to the good or ill ſpeeches of others, and puts | 


it in the power of every malicious tongue to throw him 
into a fit of melancholy, and deſtroy his natural ref 
and repoſe of mind ? eſpecially when we conſider that 
the world is more apt to cenſure than applaud, and 
himſelf fuller of imperfeQions than virtues, 

Ws may further obſerve, that ſuch a man will be 
more grieved for the loſs of fame, than he could have 
been pleaſed with the enjoyment of it. For tho' the 


_ Preſence of this imaginary good cannot make us hap- 


Py, the abſence of it may make us miſerable : becauſe in 
the enjoyment of an object we only find that ſhare of 
pleaſure which it 1s capable of giving us, but in the 
- Joſs of it we do not proportion our grief to the real 
value it bears, but to the value our fancies and imagi- 
nations fet upon it. | | 

So inconſiderable is the ſatisfaftion that fame brings 
along with it, and ſo great the diſquietudes to which 
it makes us liable. The deſire of it flirs up very un- 
ealy motions in the mind, and 1s rather inflamed than 
ſatisfied by the preſence of che thing deſired. The en- 
joyment of it brings very litt'e pleaſure, though the 
loſs or want of it be very ſenſible and afflicting; and 
even this little happineſs is ſo very precarious, that it 
wholly depends on the will of others. We are not on- 


ly tortured by the reproaches which are offered us, but 


are diſappointed by the ſilence of men when it is un- 
expected ; and humbled even by their praiſes, 
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The ſame Subject continued. [SpeRt. No 2 57.1] 


T* AT I might not loſe myſelf upon a ſubje& of 


ſo great extent as that of fame, I have treated 


it in a particular order and method. I have firſt of all 
conſidered the reaſons why providence may have im- 


planted in our mind ſuch a principle of action. Fhave 
in the next place ſhewn from many conſiderations ; Firſt, 
that fame 1s a thing difficult to be obtained, and eafily 
loſt ; Secondly, that it brings the ambitious man very 


J little happineſs, but ſubjects him to much uneaſineſs 
and dillatisfaQtion. I ſhall in the laſt place ſhew, that 


it hinders us from obtaining an end which we have a- 
bilities to acquire, and which is accompanied with ful- 
neſs of ſatisfaction. I need not tell my reader, that I 


mean by this end that happineſs which is reſerved for 
Jas in another world, which every one has abilities to 


procure, and which will bring along with it, fulneſs of 


joy and pleaſures for evermore. 


How the purſuit after fame may hinder us in the at- 
tainment of this great end, I ſhall leave the reader to 
collect from the three following conſiderations. _ - 


FixsT, Becauſe the ſtrong defire of fame breeds ſe- 


veral vicious habits in the mind. 


SEconDLY, Becauſe many of thoſe aQions, which 


are apt to procure fame, are not in their nature con- 
Cucive to this our ultimate happineſs. 5 

TaiRDpLY, Becauſe if we ſhould allow the ſame ac- 
tions to be the proper inſtruments, both of acquirin 
fame, and of procuring this happineſs, they woul 
nevertheleſs fail in the attainment of this laſt end, if they 
proceeded from a deſire of the firſt, 

Tus E three propoſitions are ſelf-evident to thoſe 
who are verſed in ſpeculations of morality. For which 
reaſon I ſhall not enlarge upon them, but proceed to a 
point of the ſame nature, which may open to us a more 
uncommon field of ſpeculation. 

FROM what has already been obſerved, I think we 
may have a natural concluſion, that it is the greateſt fol- 
ly to ſeek the praife or approbation of any ny 

es 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 329 


> a 


—— — 3 * = 


30-404 eee 
330 THE MORAL MISCELLANY, 
. .fides the Supreme, and that for theſe two reaſons ; be- 
cauſe no other being can make a right judgment of us, 


and eſteem us according to our merits ; and becauſe we! 
can procure no conſiderable benefit or advantage from 


the eſteem and approbation of any other being. 
[ x the firſt place, no other being can make a right 


judgment of us, and efteem us according to our merits, 
Created beings ſee nothing but our outſide, and can 
therefore only frame a judgment of us from our exterior 
actions and behaviour: but how unfit-theſe are to give 
us a right notion of each other's perfections, may ap- 
pear from ſeveral conſiderations. There are many vir. 


tues, which in their own nature are incapable of any 
outward repreſentation : many ſilent perfections in the 


ſoul of a good man, which are great ornaments to hu- 
man nature, but not able to diſcover themſelves to the 
knowledge of others; they are tranſacted in private, 
without noiſe or ſhow, and are only viſible to the great 

| ſearcher of hearts. What actions can expreſs the en- 
tire purity of thought which refines and ſanctifies af 


virtuous man ? 'That ſecret reft and contentedneſs of 
mind, which gives him a perfect enjoyment of his pre- 


ſent condition; that inward pleafure and complacency, ! 


which he feels in doing good; that delight and ſatisfac- 
tion which he takes in the proſperity and happineſs of 
another? Theſe and the like virtues are the hidden 
beauties of a foul, the ſecret graces which cannot be 


diſcovered by a mortal eye, but make the ſoul lovely 
and precious in his ſight, from whom no ſecrets are 


concealed, Apain, there are many virtues which want an 
opportunity of exerting and ſhewing themſelves in ac- 


tions. Every virtue requires time and piace, a proper 


object and a fit conjuncture of circumſtances, for the 


due exercife of it. A ſtate of poverty obſcures all the 
virtues of liberality and munificence. The patience | 
and fortitude of a martyr or confeſſor lye concealed in 


the flouriſhing times of Chriſtianity, Some virtues are 
only ſeen in affliction, and ſome in proſperity ; ſome in 


a private, and others in a public capacity. But the 


great Sovereign of the world beholds every perfection 


in its obſcurity, and not only ſees what we do, but 


what 
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what we would do. He views our behaviour in every 


L. concurrence of affairs, and ſees us engaged in all the 
J bsoſübilities of action. He diſcovers the martyr and 


confeflor without the trial of flames and tortures, and 
will hereafter intitle many to the reward of actions, 
which they had never the opportunity of performing. 
Another reaſon why men cannot form a right judgment 
Jof us is, becauſe the ſame actions may , aimed at 
äfferent ends, and arife from quite contrary principles. 
actions are of ſo mixt a nature, and ſo full of circum- 
Y fances, that as men pry into them more or leſs, or ob- 
J ſerve ſome parts more than others, they take different 
hints, and put contrary interpretations on them ; ſo 
that the ſame actions may repreſent a man as hypocri- 
J tical and deſigning to one, which makes him appear a 
aint or hero to another. He therefore who looks up- 
Jon the ſoul through its outward aQions, often ſees it 
J through a deceitful medium, which is apt to diſcolour 
and peryert the object: fo that on this account alſo, ke 
i the only proper judge of our perfections, who does 
not gueſs at the fincerity of our intentions from the 
goodneſs of our actions, but weighs the goodneſs of 
our actions by the ſincerity of our intentions. | 
Bur further; it is impoſſible for outward actions to 
repreſent the perfections of the ſoul, becauſe they can 
never ſhew the ſtrength of thoſe principles from whence 
they proceed. They are not adequate expreſſions of 
our virtues, and can only ſhew us what habits are in 
the ſoul, without diſcovering the degree and perfection 
of ſuch habits. They are at beſt but weak reſemb- 
lances of our intentions, faint and imperfe& copies 
that may acquaint us with the general defign, but can 
never expreſs the beauty and life of the original. But 
the great Judge of all the earth knows every different 
kate and degree of human improvement, from. thoſe 
weak ſtirrings and tendencies of the will which have 
not yet formed themſelves into regular purpoſes and de- 
ſigns, to the laſt entire finiſhing and covſummation of 
a good habit. He beholds the firſt imperfect rudi- 
ments of a virtue in the foul, and keeps a watchful 
exe over it in all its progreſs, till it has received every 
grace 
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grace it is capable of, and appears in its full bean; 
and perfection. Thus we fee that none but the Su 
preme Being can eſteem us according to our prope 
- merits, fince all others muſt judge of us from our out 
ward actions, which can never give them a juſt efj 
mate of us, ſince there are many perfections of a ma 
which are not capable of appearing in actions; man 
which, allowing no natural incapacity of ſhewing them 
ſelves, want an opportunity of doing it; or ſhoul 
they all meet with an opportunity of appearing b 
actions, yet thoſe actions may be miſinterpreted, and 
applied to wrong principles; or tho' they plainly dif 
covered the principles from whence they proceeded 
they could never ſhew the degree, ſtrength and perfec 
tion of thoſe principles, 

And as the Supreme Being is the only proper judge 
of our perfections, ſo is he the only fit rewarder off 
them, This is a conſideration that comes home to our 
intereſt, as the other adapts itſelf to our ambition. And 
what could the moſt aſpiring, or the moſt ſelfiſh man de- 
fire more, were he to form the notion of a being to whom 
he would recommend himſelf, than ſuch a knowledge as 
can diſcover the leaſt appearance of perfection in him, 
and ſuch a goodneſs as will proportion a reward to it ? 
Lier the ambitious man therefore turn all his deſire 
of fame this way; and that he may propoſe to himſelf 
a fame worthy of his ambition, let him conſider that if 
he employs his abilities to the beſt advantage, the time 
Will come when the Supreme Governor of the world, the 
great Judge of mankind, who ſees every degree of per- 
ection in others, and poſſeſſes all poſſible perfection in 
himſelf, ſhall proclaim his worth before men and angels, 
and pronounce to him in the preſence of the whole cre- 
ation that beſt and moſt ſignificant of applauſes, Al 
done, thou goed and faithful jervant, enter thou into thy 


maſier's joy. . 


Ar 


- 
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4 7 Allegory on Oxx's-sE£L.F, I World, Ne 198.1 
out To Mr. FIT Zz-A DAM. 


81 R, | 

BEG your advice and aſſiſtance to enable me to get 
rid of one of the moſt impertinent companions that 
yer exiſted, I have tried every art and contrivance in 
py power to free myſelf from his odious converſation 


Wc creature will preſs upon my retirement, and force 


lmſelf upon me in ſpite of my teeth; though the 
e a tete is always the moſt ſhocking and unmannerly 
du can poſſibly conceive. The thing is always med» 
ling in my affairs in a manner quite intolerable ; al- 
gays ſetting them in ſuch a light, as cannot fail to put 


Pe out of humour; and teazing me with reflections that 


nake me weary of my life. I am ſure I could more 

ably bear the ſpiteful tongues of twenty witty females 

t the maſquerade, than the impertinence of this animal 

br a quarter of an hour; and with concern I find, 

hat the more pains I take to free myſelf from him, the 

fore troubleſome he grows. 

Nox do I complain only for my own ſake, but for 
be ſakes of almoſt the whole circle of my acquaint- 
ce, as well female as male, who in general are peſter- 

din a moſt unreaſonable manner by this ſaucy intru- 

ter, whom all are forced to admit, though ſo fey cares 
or his company, and againſt whoſe preſumption no 
ank or dignity, no quality or profeſſion, can defend 
hem, He will force himſelf into the cloſet, hover 
bout the bed, and penetrate through the thickeſt dark- 
teſs into the deepeſt receſs ; will travel with- us by ſea 
ind land, and follow the wretch into baniſhment. In 

rain does the ſtateſman hug himſelf in the ſucceſs of 

lis unjuſt ſchemes, or exult in the gratification of his 

ambition or revenge; unawed by his power, this haugh- 

y companion will check his career of traniport, by 

placing before his eyes the inſtability of his ſituation, 

and the conſequences of his actions. In vain does the 

flirt or coxcomb, when alone, endeavour to recollect 


vith pleaſure the badinage of the day; the creature will 
diſturb 
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diſturb their moſt delightful reveries, and by the magid 
of his intervention, convert all the imaginary aprenien 


into vanity, folly, and loſt time. You cannot wonde 45 
then that ſo many avoid and fly him, and that the pan * 
nic ſpread by him ſhould extend itſelf far and wide; no 50 
can you be much amazed when ] aſſure you, that it if 7 
no uncommon thing to ſee men of ſenſe and courage f ah 
from him without reaſon, and take refuge in thoſe po] O 
lite reſoits, where diſſipation, riot and luxury, ſecure | F 
them from his viſits, which they only decline becauſd " 
it is unfaſhionable to converſe with him. It is ſurpriF 5 
ſing what pains are continually taken, what contri fo 
vances have been uſed to get rid of this univerſal phan Io 
tom. Some flatter him, ſome bully him, and ſome en 
deavour to impoſe upon him; but he never fails of n 
detect their frauds, and to reſent them with ſeverity, u. 
Tus beau and fine gentlemen ſeem to revere and e 
and adore him, pouring forth libations of ſweet water, bl 
and offering him the incenſe of perfumes; cloathing him 80 
in dreſſes, elegant and expenſive as thoſe of our lady off g 


Loretto, practiſing every art of heathen or popiſh idola- 
try, even torturing themſelves for his ſake ; but all with 
no manner of ſucceſs; for the brute in return is as un- 
ſociable and diſagreeable to the pretty creatures, as the 
moſt ſavage ſquire, or the moſt formal pedant; ſo that 1] 
ſpite of their pretences, they are obliged to fly, as a 
plague, from what they appear moſt to admire. I can- 
not here omit' a whimſical circumſtance in this paradoxi- 
cal character, that moſt people are reproached with lo- 
ving him with the greateſt. partiality and fondneſs, ard 
are greatly delighted to hear him praiſed, yet very few 
ſeek to come to the knowledge of him, or cultivate his 
acquaintance ; nay, the greater part try all poſſible means | 
to avoid encountering him, 

Our modern philoſophers pretend by their ſyſtems 
to have filenced him, and by that means to have pre- 
vented his being troubleſome to them or their acquaint- 
ance : but how fallacious theſe pretences are, is plain 
from their avoiding all opportunities of being alone with 
him, and the contuſion they expreſs whenever by un- 
avoidable neceſlity they are forced to it. Others, as he 

is 
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za known enemy o the modern clegant tables, have 


.WY-certed all the arts of the kitchen againft him, lengthen- 


ng the feaſt till midnight to keep him off; but, like the 


Ieckoning he appear: when the banquet is over, re- 


proaching the buunteous hoſt with his profuſion, and the 
pampered gueſt with his wanton ſatiety : nay, ſo gal- 


| lag are his reprehenſions, and ſo troubleſome his in- 
I nuſion, that there have vot been wanting inſtances, even 


n high life, of thoſe, who not being able to keep him 


off otherways, have called into their relief the halter, 


"ON dagger and piſtol, and fairly removed themſelves into 


mother world to get rid of him; though certain queer 
fellows pretend that they are bit, and that he has fol- 
lowed them even thither, | 

Taz fair ſex, though generally favourable to the 
impertinent, are ſo rudely attacked by this inſolent in- 
trader, that to keep him off, they have been obliged to 
call in to their aſſiſtance the relief of routs, balls, aſſem- 
blies, operas, gardens and cards; and all little enough 
for their protection. He might indeed pretend to ſome 
ſhare of their favour, as, like themſelves, he is a fevere 
cenſurer of his acquaintance ; but there is this difference 
in their management, that the ladies are generally 
fondeſt of fixing their cenſure on the innocent, and their 
adverſary is a judge that condemns none but the guilty, 


J The Buck and the Sot ſeem to be leaſt affected by his 


importunity ; as the one, from his natural inſenſibility, 
can attend 2 and the other is always aſleep, 
In the city, thoſe of the middling rank converſe 
with him pretty familiarly ; and the rich, to whom he 
might on. ſome occaſions prove troubleſome, have a 
charm to keep him off. They place a number of bags, 
full of pieces of a particular metal, cloſe together; or 
in their ſtead, ſome bits of paper inſcribed with certain 
cabaliſtical characters, which, with a Midas-like touch, 
they can tranſmute into gold. By the help of this 


Charm, though they do not entirely get rid of him, they 


become quite inſenſible to every thing he can ſuggeſt, 
But as theſe materials are not always at hand, or are 
applied to other uſes by the politer part of mankind, this 
magic is not properly underſtood or ptactiſed at on 

Other 
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other end of the town; though it is ſaid that ſome 
particular perſons there had tried it with a proper 
effect. | i 2 FF | 

NoTwiTHsSTANDING all I have advanced of this 
impertinent viſitor, I cannot help owning that ſome 
have attempted to infinuate a better opinion of him. 
A certain old gentleman, for recommending his ac. | 
quaintance, got the title of a wiſe man; a name at 
preſent but of ſmall conſideration ;'and I am told that 
there never were but ſeven who were allowed that title, 
There are indeed ſome few perſons of high rank of 
both ſexes, that do vouchſafe to commune with him; 
but they are ſuch ſort of folks, as are hardly fit to con- 
verſe with any but one another; and very happily, one 
is ſeldom peſtered with them at places of polite aſſocia- 
tion; ſcarce a man among them knowing how to make 
a bett, to drink his third bottle, or that has ſpirit to 
aſpire at the reputation of a Sonne fortune. The ladies 
of this claſs are alſo ſo unfit for the converſation of 
the world, that not one in ten of them knows howto 
play a rubber at Whiſt, or dares to fit down to a party 
at Bragg.  - .-:: | 

I Have now, fir, laid my complaints before you, 
and beg your advice how to get clear of my perplexity, 
My troubleſome companion is, no doubt, too well known 
to you to require the inſertion of his name; but as ſome 
of your readers (particularly females) may be ſubject to 
the frailty of forgetting their moſt intimate acquaint- | 
ance, I will inform them, that this ghaſtly phantom that 
intrudes ſo impertinently upon all ſorts of people, this 
creature that we ſo ſeldom know what to do with, and 
wiſh ſo heartily to get rid of, is no other than Oxz's 


SELF, go Am, Sir, 
Yours, Sc. 


TiMOTHY Lor. 


The 
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The SHEPHERD and the PHILOSOPHER, 


[GAY, | | 


Unvex'd with all the cares of gain; 
His head was filver'd o'er with age, 
And long experience made him ſage; 

In ſummer's heat and winter's cold 

He fed his flock, and penn'd the fold; 
His hours in chearful labour flew, 

Nor envy nor ambition knew ; 

His wiſdom and his honeſt fame 
Through all the country rais'd his name, 
A pEET Philoſopher (whoſe rules 
Of moral life were drawn from ſchools) 
The Shepherd's homely cottage ſought, 
And thus explor'd his reach of thought. 

WHenNcE is thy learning ? Hath thy toil 
O'er books conſum'd the midnight-0i! ? 
Haſt thou old Greece and Rome {urvey'd, 
And the vaſt ſenſe of Plato weigh'd? 
Hath Socrates thy ſoul reſin'd, 

And haſt thou fathom'd Ta//'s mind? 

Or, like the wiſe Les thrown 

By various fates on realms unknown, 

Haſt thou through many cities ſtray'd, 
Their cuſtoms, laws, and manners weigh'd ? 

Tu Shepherd modeſtly reply'd, 
I ne'er the paths of learning try'd ; 
Nor have I roam'd in foreign parts 
To read mankind, their laws and arts; 
For man is practis'd in diſguiſe, 

He cheats the moſt diſcerning eyes: 
Who by that ſearch ſhall wiſer grow, 
When we ourſelves can never know ? 
The little knowledge I have gain'd, 
Was all from ſimple nature drain'd ; 
Hence my life's maxims took their riſe, 
Hence grew my ſettled hate to vice. 


EMOTE from cities liv'd a Swain, 4 


Tu 1 


„ 
4; 
1 


| 
| 
' 
| 
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Tux daily labours of the bee 


Awake my ſoul to induſtry. 


Who can obſerve the ca eful ant, 


And not provide for future want ? 


My dog (the truftieſt of his kind) 
With gratitude inflames my mind: 
J mark his true, his faithful way, 
And in my ſervice copy Tray. 


In conftancy and nupual love, 


I learn my duty from the dove. 
The hen, who from the chilly air: 
With pious wing protects her care; 
And every fowl that flies at large, 


Inſtructs me in a parent's charge. 


Feo0M nature too I take my rule, 5 
To ſhun contempt and ridicule.” 
I never with important air 
In converſation over-bear, 
Can grave and forma] paſs for wiſe, 
When men the ſolemn ow] deſpiſe ? 


My tongue within my lips I rein; 


For who talks much, muſt talk in vain. 
We from the wordy torrent fly: 
Who liſtens to the chatc'ring pye ? 
Nor would l, with feloniou ſlight, 
By ſtealth invade my neighbour's right. 
Rapacious animals we hate : 
Kites, hawks, and wolves deſerve their fate. 
Do not we juſt abhorrence find 
Againſt the toad and ſerpent kind: 
Rut envy, calumny, and ſpite, 
Bear ſtronger venom in their bite. 
Thus every object of creation 
Can furniſh hints to contemplation; 
And from the moſt minute and mean 
A virtuous mind can mo als glean. 

Tux fame is juſt, the ſage replies; 
Thy virtue proves thee truly wile, 
Pride often guides the author's pen, 


Books as affected are as men: 
Bot 
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But he who ſtudies nature's laws, 
From certain truth his maxims draws; 
And thoſe without cur ſchools, ſuffice 
Jo make men moral, good, and wiſe. 


6900000000000 


The COUNTRYMAN and JUPITER, 
[Gar» 


To MysEerLe, 


AVE you a friend {look round and ſpy) 
So fond, ſo prepoſſeſs'd as t ? | 
Your faults, ſo obvious to mankind, 
My partial eyes could never find. 
When, by the breath of fortune blown, 
Your airy. caſtles were o'erthrown ; 
Have I been over prone to blame, 
Or mortify'd your hours with ſhame ? 
as I e'er known to camp your ſpirit, 
Or twit you wirh the want of merit ? 
'T15s not fo ſtrange, that fortune's frown. 
Still preieveres to keep you down. 
Look round, and ſee what others do. 
Would you be rich and honeſt too'? 
Have you (like thoſe ſhe rais'd to place) 
Been opportunely mean and baſe ? 
Have you (as times requir'd) reſign'd 
Truth, honour; virtue, peace of mind? 
If theſe are ſcruples, give her o'er; 
Write, practiſe morals, and be poor. 
nE gifts of fo tune truly rate; 
Then tell me what would mend your ſtate, 
If happineſs on wealth were built, 
Rich rogues might comfort find in guilt, 
As grows the miſer's hoarded ſtore, 
His fears, bis wants increaſe the more. 
Taixk, Goy, (what ne'er may be the caſe) 
Should fortune take you into grace, | 
2 2 Would 
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Would that your happineſs augment ? 

What can ſhe give beyond content? 
SUPPOSE yourſelf a wealthy heir, 

With a vaſt annual income clear; 

In all the affluence you poſſeſs, 

You might not feel one care the leſs. 

Might you not then (like others find) 

With change of fortune, change of mind ? 


. Perhaps, profuſe beyond all rule, 
Jou might ſtart out a glaring fool; 


Your luxury might break all bounds : 
Plate, table, horſes, ſtewards, hounds. 
Might ſwell your debts : then, Juſt of play 
No regal income can defray. 

Sunk is all credit, writs aſſail, 

And doom your future life to Jail, 

OR were you dignify'd with pow'r, 
Would that avert one penſive hour ? 
You might give avarice its ſwing, 
Defraud a nation, blind a king: 
Then, from the hirelings i in your cauſe, 
Though daily fed with falſe applauſe, 
Could it a real joy impart ? 
Great guilt knew never joy at heart, 

Is happineſs your point in view ? 
(I mean the intrinſic and the true) 
She nor in camps or courts reſides, 
Nor in the humble cottage hides ; 
Yet found alike in ev'ry iphere ; 
Who finds content, will find her there. 


— 


O' ERSPENT with toil, beneath the ſhade, 
A peaſant reſted on his {pade. 

Goop gods! he cries, tis hard to bear 
This load of life from year to year. 
Soon as the morning ſtreaks the ſkies, 
Induſtrious labour bid me riſe; 
With ſweat I earn my homely fare, 
And ev'ry day renews my care. | 

Jovs heard the diſcontented train, 
And thus rebuk'd the murm'ring ſwain. 


8 
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SPEAK out your wants then, honeſt friend: 

Unjuſt complaints the gods offend, 

If you repine at partial fate, 

Iuſtruct me what could mend your fate, 
Mankind in every ſtation ſee. 

What wiſh you? tell me what you'd be. 

So- ſaid, upborne upon a cloud, | 
The clown ſurvey'd the anxious croud. 

Vox face of care, ſays Joe behold, 

His bulky bags are fill'd with gold. 
See with what joy he counts it o'er ! 
That ſum to day hath ſwell d bis ſtore. 

Were I that man, (the Peaſant cry'd) 
What bleſſing could I aſk beſide? 

Hop, ſays the God; firſt learn to know 
True happineſs from outward ſhow. | 
This optic glaſs of intuition 
Here, take it, view his true condition. 

He louk'd, and ſaw the miſer's breaſt, 
A troubled ocean, ne'er at reſt; 

Want ever ſtares him in the face, 
And fear anticipates diſgrace : 

With conſcious guilt he Pi him ſtart ; 
Extortion gnaws his throbbing heart ; 
And never, or in thought or dream, 
His breaſt admits one happy gleam. 

May Jove, he cries, reject my pray'r, 
And guard my life from guilt and care. 
My ſoul abhors that wretch's fate. 

O keep me in my humble ſtate ! 

But ſee, amidſt a gaudy crowd, 

Yon miniſter ſo gay and proud; 

On him what happineſs attends, 

Who thus rewards his grateful friends ! 
Firſt take the glaſs, the God replies; 
Man views the world with partial eyes. 

Goop gods! exclaims the ftartled wight, 

Defend me from this hideous fight ! 
Corruption, with corroſive ſmart, 
Lies cank'ring on his guilty heart: 
| 23 I fee 
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I ſee him, with polluted hand, 


Spread the contagion o'er the land, 


Now av'rice with inſatiate jaws, 
Now rapine with her harpy claws, 
His boſom tears. His conſcious breaſt 
Groans with a loud of crimes oppreſt. 
See him, mad and drunk with power, 
Stand tott'ring on ambition's tower. 
Sometimes, in ſpeeches vain and proud, 
His boaſts inſult the nether Fro | ; 
Now, ſeiz d with giddineſs and fear, 
He trembles leſt his fall is near. 

Was ever wretch like this, he cries ! 
Such miſe;y in ſuch diſguiſe ! 
The change, O Jove, I diſavow; 
Still be my lot the ſpade and plough. 

He next, confirm'd by ſpeculation, 
Rejects the lawyer's occupation; 
For he the ſtateſman ſeem'd in part, 
And bore ſimilitude of heart. 5 
Nor did the ſoldier's trade inflame 
His hopes with thirſt of ſpoil and fame : 
The miſeries of war he mourn'd ; 
Whole nations into deſarts turn'd. 


By theſe have laws and rights been brav'd 


By theſe was free - born man inſlav d: 
When battles and invaſion ceaſe, 

Why ſwarm they in the lands of peace? 
Such change (ſays he) may I decline; 


The ſcythe and civil arms be mine! 


THus, weighing life in each condition, 
The Clown withdrew his raſh petition, 
WHEN thus the God: How mortals err! 
Tf you true happineſs prefer, 
'Tis to no rank of life confin'd, 
But dwells in ev'ry honeſt mind. 
Be juſtice then your ſole purſuit; 
Plant virtue, and content's the fruit, 
So Jove, to gratify the clown, 


| Where fir he found him ſet him down. 
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The PACK-HORSE and the CARRIER. | 
[Gar.] 


To a: Younc NOBTZ MAN. 


3 EGIN, my Lord, in early youth, 
To ſuffer, uay, encourage truth ; 
And blame me not for diſreſpect, 
Tf I the flatt'rer's ſtyle reject; 
With that by mental tongues ſupply'd, 
You're daily cocker'd up in pride. 
Tr tree's diftinguiſh'd by the fruit, 
Be virtue then your firſt purſuit: 
Set your great anceſtors in view, 
Like them deſerve the title too; 
Like them ignoble actions ſcorn: 
Let virtue prove you greatly born. 
Troveca with leſs plate their ſide- board ſhone, 
Their conſcience always was their own; 
They ne'er at levees meanly fawn'd, 
Nor was their honour yearly pawn'd ; 
Their hands, by no corruption ſtain'd, 
The miniſterial bribe diſdam'd ; | 
They ſerv'd the crown with loyal zeal, 
Vet jealous of the public weal; 
They ſtood the bulwark of our laws, 
And wore at heart their country's caule ; 
By neither place or penfion bought, 
They ſpoke and voted as they thought. 
Thus did your fires adorn their ſeat ; 
And ſuch alone are truly great. 
IF you the paths of learning ſlight, 
You're but a dunce in ſtronger light: 
In foremoſt rank, the coward, plac'd, 
Is more conſpicudouſſy diſgrac'd. 
If you to ſerve a paltry end, 
To knaviſh jobs can condeſcend, 
We pay you the contempt that's due ; 


In that you have precedence too. : 
Q 4 Whence 
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Whence had you this illuſtrious name? 
From virtue and unblemiſh'd fame. 
Buy birth the name alone deſcends; | 

Your honour on yourſelf depends. 

Think not your coronet can hide 

Aſſuming ignorance and pride. 

Learning by ſtudy muſt be won, 

Twas ne'er entail'd from ſon to ſon. 

Superior worth your rank requires; 

For that mankind reveres your fires: 

If you degenerate from your race, 

Their merits heighten your diſgrace, 


A CaRRIER, ev'ry night and morn, 
Would fee his horſes eat their corn. 
This ſunk the hoſtler's vails, tis true; 
But then his horſes had their due. 
Were we ſo cautious in all caſes, | 
Small gain would riſe from greater places, 
Tat manger now had all its meaſure; 
He heard the grinding teeth with pleaſure: 
. When all at once confuſion rung; 
They ſnorted, joſtled, bit, and flung. 
A pack horſe turn d his head aſide, 
Foaming, his eye balls ſwell'd with pride. 
Goop gods! (ſays he) how hard's my lot! 
Is then my high deſcent forgot ? 
Reduc'd to drudg'ry and diſgrace, 
(A life unworthy of my race) 
Muſt I too bear the vile attacks | 
Of ragged ſcrubs, and vulgar hacks ? 
See ſcurvy Roan, that brute ill-bred, 
Dares from the manger thruſt my head! 
Shall J, who boaſt a noble line, 
On offals of theſe creatures dine ? 
Kick'd by old Baal! fo mean a foe! 
My honour ſuffers by the blow. 
Newmarket ſpeaks my grandſire's fame, 
All jockeys {till revere his name : 
There yearly are his triumphs told, 
There all his maſſy plates enroll'd. 


Whene'cr 
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Whene'er led forth upon the plain, 
You ſaw him with a liv'ry train; 
Returning too, with laurels crown'd,” 
You heard the drums and trumpets ſound. 
Let it then, Sir, be underſtood, 
Reſpect's my due; for I have blood. 

V a1n-glorious fool (the Carrier cry'd) 
Reſpect was never paid to pride. 
Know, 'twas thy giddy wilful heart 
Reduc'd thee to this ſlaviſh part. 
Did not thy headſtrong youth diſdain 
To learn the conduct of the rein? 
Thus coxcombs, blind to real merit, 
In vitiovs frolics fancy ſpirit. 
What is't to me by whom begot? 
Thou reſtif, pert, conceited ot. 
Your fires I reverence ; 'tis their due: 
But, worthleſs fool, what's that to yon? 
Aſk all the Carriers on the road, | 
They'll ſay thy keeping's ill beſtow'd. 
Then vaunt no more thy noble race, 
That neither mends thy ſtrength or pace. 
What profits me thy boaſt of blood ? 
An aſs hath more intrinſic good. 
By outward ſhew let's not be cheated : 
An aſs ſhould like an aſs be treated. 
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The YOUTH and the PHILOSOPHER, 
A F A B. L E. FfWhitchead.] 


Grecian youth, of talents rare, 
Whom Plato's philoſophic care 


Had form'd for virtue's nobler view, x 


By precept and example too, 
Wou'd often boaſt his matchlefs ſkill, 
To curb the ſteed and guide the wheel. 
And as he paſs'd the gazing throng, - 
With graceful eaſe, and ſmack'd the thong, 
Q5 The 
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The ideot wonder they expreſs'd 
Was praiſe and tranſport to his breaſt, 
AT length quite vain, he needs wou'd ſhew 
His maſter what his art cou'd do; 
And bade his ſlaves the chariot lead | 
To Academus' facred ſhade. | 
The trembling grove conſeſs'd its fright, 
The wood-nymphs ſtartled at the fight, J - 
The Muſes drop the learned lyre, = = 
And to their inmoſt ſhades retire ! ; 
Howe'es the youth with forward air 
Bows to the ſage, and mounts che car. 
The laſh reſounds, the courſers ſpring, 
The chariot marks the rolling ring, 
And gath'ring crouds with eager eyes, 
And ſhouts, purſue him. as he flies. 
Fa tuMPHANT to the goal return'd 
With nobler thirft his boſom burn'd; 
And now along th'indented plain 
The ſelf-ſame track he marks again, 
Purſaes with care the nice deſign, 
Nor ever deviates from the line. 
AMAZEMENT ſeiz'd the circling croud; 
The youths with emulation glow'd, 
Ev'n bearded fages hail'd the boy, 
And all but Plato gaz'd with joy. 
For he, deep-judging fage; bebeld 
With pain the triumphs of the field; 
And when the charioteer drew nigh, 
And, fluſh'd with hope, had caught his eye, 
Alas ! unhappy youth, he cry'd, 
Expect no praiſe from me (and ſigh'd) 
With indignation I ſurvey. 
Such ſkill and judgment thrown, away. 
The time profuſely ſquander'd there 
On vulgar arts beneath thy care, 
If well employ'd, at leſs expence, 
Had taught thee honour, virtue, ſenſe, 
And rais'd thee from a coachman's fate 
To, govern: men, and guide the ſtate. 


An 
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In ELEGY written in a CovNTkY CHurcn 
| YARD, . ' \Srey.] 


HE Curfew tolls the knell of parting day, 
The lowing herd wind ſlowly o'er the lea, 
The plowman homeward plods his weary way, 
And leaves the world to darkneſs and to me. 
Now fades the glimmering landſcape on the fight, 
And all the air a ſolemn ftillneſs holds, 
Save where the beetle wheels his drony flight, 
And drowſy tinklings lull the diſtant folds; 
Save that from yonder ivy-mantled tow'r 
The mopeing owl does to the moon complain 
Of fuch, as wand'ring near her ſecret bow'r, 
Moleſt her ancient, ſolitary reign, © 
Beneath thoſe rugged elms, that yew. tree's ſhade, 
Where heaves the turf in many a mould'ring heap, 
Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, 


Ine rude Forefathers of the hamler ſleep. 


The breezy call of incenſe breathing Morn, _ 
The ſwallow twitt'ring from the ſtraw. built ſhed, 
The cock's thrill clarion, or the ecchoing horn, 
No more ſhall rouſe them from their lowly bed. 
For them no more the blazing hearth ſha'l burn, 
Or buſy houſewife ply her evening care : 
No children run to liſp their fire's return, 
Or climb his knees thg envied kils to ſhare. 
Oft did the harveſt to their ſickle yield, 
Their furrow oft the ſtubborn glebe has broke; 
How jocund did they drive their team afield! _ 
How bow'd the woods beneath their ſturdy ſtroke! 
Let not Ambition mock their uſeful toil, 
Their homely joys, and deſtiny obſcure; 
Nor Grandeur hear wich a di'dainful ſmile, 
1 ns ſhort and ſimple annals of the dor. | 
The boaſt of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r, , 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, 
Awai. alike h ORs hour. OE 

lory lead but to the grave. 
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Nor you, ye Proud, impute to Theſe the fault, 
If Mem'ry o'er the Tomb no Trophies raiſe, 
Where thro' the long-drawn iſle and fretted vault 
The pealing anthem ſwells the note of praiſe. 
Can ftoried urn or animated buſt 

Back to its manſion call the fleeting breath ? - 
Can Honour's voice provoke the ſilent duſt, 

Or Flatt'ry ſooth the dull cold ear of Death? 
Perhaps in this neglected ſpot is laid 

Some heart once pregnant with celeſtial fire; 
Hands, that the rod of empire might have ſway'd, 
Or wak' d to extaſy the living lyre. g 

But Knowledge to their eyes her ample page 

Rich with the ſpoils of time did ne'er unroll; 
Chill Penufy repreſs'd their noble rage, 

And froze the genial current of the ſoul. 

Full many a gem of pureſt ray ſerene, 

The dark untathom'd caves of ocean bear; 
Full many a flower is born to bluſh unſeen, 

And waſte its ſweetneſs on the deſert air. 
Some village Hampden, that with dauntleſs breaſt 
The little Tyrant of his fields withſtood ; 

Some mute inglorious Milton here may reſt, 
Some Cromavue d guiltleſs of his country's blood. 
Th' applauſe of liſt'ning ſenates to command, 
The threats of pain and ruin to deſpiſe, 

To ſcatter plenty o'er a ſmiling land, 

And read their hiſt'ry in a nation's eyes 

Their lot forbad : nor circumſcrib'd alone 

Their growing virtues, but their crimes confin'd ; 
Forbad to wade through ſlaughter to a throne, 
And ſhut the gates of mercy on mankind, 

The ſtruggling pangs of conſcious truth to hide, 
T'o quench the bluſhes of ingenuous ſhame, 

Or heap the ſhrine of Luxury and Pride 

With incenfe kindled at the Muſe's flame. 

Far from the madding crowd's ignoble ſtriſe, 
Their ſober wiſhes never learn'd to ſtray; 
Along the cool ſequeſter'd vale of life 

They kept the noiſeleſs tenor of their way. 
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Yet ev'n theſe bones from inſult to prote& 

Some frail memorial ſtill erected nigh, 

With uncouth rhimes and ſhapeleſs ſculpture deck'd, 

Implores the paſſing tribute of a ſigh; FT 
Their name, their years, ſpelt by th' unletter'd Muſe, 

The place of fame and elegy ſupply : ; 

And many a holy text around ſhe ftrews, | 

That teach the ruſtic moraliſt to dye. 

For who to dumb Forgetfulneſs a prey, 

This pleaſing anxious being e ler reſign'd, 

Left the warm precincts of the chearful day, 

Nor caſt one longing ling'ring look behind? 

On ſome fond breaſt the parting ſoul relies, 

Some pious drops the cloſing eye requires; 

Ev'n from the tomb the voice of Nature cries, 

Ev'n in our Aſhes hve their wonted Fires. | 

For thee, who mindful of th' unhonour'd Dead 

Doſt in theſe lines their artle's tale relate; | 

If chance, by lonely Contemplation led, 

Some kindred Spirit ſhall inquire thy fate, 

Haply ſome hoary-headed Swain may ſay, 

Oft have we ſeen him at the peep of dawn 

* Bruſhing with haſty Reps the dews away 

* To meet the ſun upon the upland lawn. 

There at the foot of yonder nodding beech 

* That wreathes its old fantaſtic roots ſo high, 

* His liſtleſs length at noon-tide wou'd he ſtretch, 

And pore upon the brook that babbles by. 

* Hard by yon wood, now ſmiling as in ſcorn, 

« Mutt'ring his wayward fancies he wou'd rove ; 

Now drooping, woeful wan, like one forlorn, 

Or craz'd with care, or croſs'd in hopeleſs love. 

One morn 1 miſs'd him on the cuſtom'd hill, 

* Along the heath and near his fav'rite tree: 

Another came; nor yet beſide the rill, 

Nor up the law, nor at the wood was he, 

The next with dirges due in ſad array 

* Slow through the church way path we ſaw him born, 

Approach and read (for thou can'ſt read) the lay, 


«* Giav'd on the ſtone beneath yon aged thorn, | 75 
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HH * RE refs his head upon the lap of Earth 

A Youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown, 
Fair Science frown'd not on his humble birth, 

And Melancholy mar d him for her on. 

Large was his bounty, and his ſoul fircere, 

Heav'n did a recompence as largely ſend : 

He gave to Mis'ry all he had, a tear, 

He gain d from Heav'n (*twas all he æuißb , a friend. 
Ne farther fees his merits to diſclofe, 
Or raab his frailties from their dread abode, 
(There they alike in trembling hope rep: /e) 

The bc/om of bis Father and his God, 


| The Story of PALEMON and LAVINIA, 
[ Thomſon's Autumn, ] 1 


HE lovely young Lavinia once had friends 

| And fortune ſmil'd, deceitful, on her birth. 
For in her helpleſs years depriv'd of all, 
Of every ſlay, ſave Innocence and Heaven, 
She with her widow'd mother, feeble, old, 
And poor, liv'd in a cottage, far retir'd 
Among ihe windings of a woody vale; 
By ſolitude and deep ſurrounding ſhades, 
But more by baſhful modeſty, conceal'd. 
Together thus they ſhunn'd the cruel ſcorn 
Which vir.ue, ſunk to poverty, would meet 
From gicuy paſſion and low-minded pride: 
Almoſt on \\ ature's common bounty fed; 
Like the gay birds that ſung them to repoſe, 
Content, and caiele:s of to-morrow's fare. 

Her form was freſher than the morning roſe, 
When the dew wets its leaves ; unſtain'd and pure, 
As ic the lily, or the mountain ſnow. | 
Thera deſt virfues mingled in her eyes, 
Still r he ground dejected, darting all 


Their 
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Their humid beams into the blooming flowers: 
Or when the mournful tale her mother told, 

Of what her faithleſs fortune promis'd once, 
Thrill'd in her thought, they, like the dewy ſtar 
Of evening, ſhone in tears. A native grace 
Sat fair-proportion'd on her poliſſid limbs, 

Veil'd in a fimple robe, their beſt attire, 

Beyond the pomp of dref> : for lovelineſs 

Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 

But is when unadorn'd adorn'd the moſt. 
Fhoughtlefs of beauty, ſhe was beauty's ſelf, 
Reclote amid the cloſe embowering woods. 

As in the hollow breaſt-of A4p;enine, 

Beneath the ſhelter of encircling hills, 

A myrtle riſes, far from human eye, 

And breathes its baliny fr. grance o'er the wild; 

So flouriſh'd blooming, and unſeen by all. 
The ſweet Lavinia; till, at length, compell'd 

By ſtrong Necefity's fupreme command, 

With ſmiting patience in her looks, ſhe went 

To glean Pa/enon's fields. The pride of ſwains 
Palemon was, the generous and the rich; 

Who led the rural life in all its joy 

And elegance, fuch as Arcadian long 

Tranſmits from antient uncorrupted times; 

When ty rant cuſtom had not ſhackled man, 

But free to follow Nature was the mode. 

He then, his fancy with autumnal ſcenes 
Amuſing, chanc'd beſides his reaper. train 

o walk, when poor Lavinia drew his eye: 
Unconſcious of her power, and turning quick 
With unaffected bluſhes from his gaze: 

He ſaw her charming, but he ſaw not half 

The charms her down-caſt modeſty conceal'd. 
That very moment love and chaſte deſire 

Sprung in his boſom, to himſelf unknown; 

For ſtill the world prevail'd, and its dread laugh, 
Which ſcarce the firm philoſopher can fcorn, | 
Should his heart own a gleaner in the field, 
And thus in ſecret to his ſoul he ſigh d. 
A Wyar pity! that ſo delicate a form, 
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© By beauty kindled, where enlivening ſenſe 
« And more than vulgar goodneſs ſeem to dwell, 
© Should be devoted to the rude embrace 
* Of ſome indecent clown! She looks, methinks, 
& Of old Acaſto's line; and to my mind 
4 Recalls that patron of my happy life, 
« From whom my liberal fortune took its riſe ; - 
% Now. to the duſt gone down; his houſes, lands, 
« And once fair ſpreading family diflolv'd. 
& *Tjs ſaid that in ſome lone obſcure retreat, 
« Urg'd by remembrance ſad, and decent pride, 
Far from thoſe ſcenes which knew their better days, 
« His aged widow and his daughter live, 
*« Whom yet my fruitleſs ſearch could never find. 
„% Romantic wiſh ! would this the daughter were!“ 
Wk x, ſtrict enquiry, from herſelf he found 
She was the ſame, the daughter of his friend, 
Of bountiful Acaſto; who can ſpeak 
The mingled paſſions that ſurpriz'd his heart, 
And thro' his nerves in ſhivering tranſport ran? | 
Then blaz'd his ſmother'd flame, avow'd, and bold; 
And as he view'd her, ardent, o'er and o'er, 
Love, gratitude, and pity wept at once. 
Confus'd, and frighten'd at his ſudden tears, 
Her rifing beauties fluſh'd a higher bloom, 
As thus Palemon, paſſio ate, and juſt, 
Pout'd out the pious rapture of his ſoul. | 
« AND art thou then Acaſto's dear remains? g 
« She whom my reſtleſs gratitude has ſought, 
80 long in vain? O yes! the very ſame, 
« The foftened image of my noble friend, 
« Alive, his every feature, every look, 
« More elegantly touch d. Sweeter than ſpring ! 
Thou ſole ſurviving bloſſom from the root 
„ That nouriſh'd up my fortune! Say, ah where, 
« In what ſequeſter'd deſart, haſt thou drawn 
4 The kindeſt aſpect of delighted heaven? 
« Into ſuch beauty ſpread, and blown ſo far; 
« Tho' poverty's cold wind, and cruſhing rain, 
« Beatkeen, and heavy on thy tender years? | 
«© O let me now, into a richer ſoil, | 


Tranſplant 
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« Tranſplant thee ſafe! where vernal ſuns and ſhowers, 

« Diffuſe their warmeſt, largeſt influence; 

„And of my garden be the pride, and joy! 

« II it befrts thee, oh it ill befits EY 

% Acaſto's daughter, his whoſe open ſtores, 

« Tho' vaſt, were little to his ampler heart, 

„The father of a country, thus to pick 

« The very refaſe of thoſe harveſt-fields, 

« Which from his bounteous friendſhip I enjoy. 

Then throw that ſhamefal pittance from thy hand, 

« But ill apply'd to ſuch a rugged taſk ; - 

« The fields, the maſter, all, my fair, are thine; 

If to the various bleſſings which thy houſe 

« Has on me laviſh'd, thou wilt add that bliſs, 

“ 'That deareſt bliſs, the power of blefling thee !” 
Heat ceas'd the youth: yet ſtill his ſpeaking eye 

Expreſo'd the facred triumph of his ſoul, 

With:confcious virtue, gratitude, and love, 

Above the vulgar joy divmely rais de. 

Nor waited he reply. Won by the charm 

Of goodneſs irrefiſtible, and all 

In ſweet diſorder loſt, ſhe bluſh'd conſent. 

The news immediate to her mother brought, 

While, pierc'd with anxious thought, ſhe pin'd away 

The lonely moments for Lavinia's fate; ALI. 

Amaz'd, and fearce believing what ſhe heard, 

Joy ſeiz'd her wither'd veins, and one bright gleam - 

Of ſetting life: ſhone on her evening-hours : [5-95 

Not leſs enraptur'd than the happy pair; 

Who flouriſh'd long in tender bliſs, and rear'd - 

A numerous offspring, lovely like themſelves, - 

And good, the grace of all the country ronnd. 


PIEEI ATI IIS EEES ED ESE 
VIR GIL's Tomb. [Dodlley's Collect. Vol. IV.] 
Came, great bard, to gaze upon thy ſhrine, 
And o'er thy relicks wait th' inſpiring Nine: 


For ſure, I ſaid, where Maro's aſhes ſleep, 


The weeping Muſes muſt their vigils keep : ale 
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Still o'er their fav'rite's monument they mourn, 
And with poetic trophies graee his urn: 

Have placed the ſhield and martial trumpet here ; 
The ſhepherd's pipe, and rural honours there: 
Fancy had deck'd the conſecrated ground, 

And ſcatter'd never-fading roſes round. 

And now my bold romantic thought afpires 

To hear the echo of celeſtial lyres ; 

Then catch ſome ſound to bear d -lighted home, 
And boak I learnt the verſe at Virgils tomb : 
Or ftretch'd beneath thy myrtle'e fragrant ſhade, 
With dreams extatic hov'ring o'er my head, 
See forms auguſt, and laurel'd ghoſt aſcend, 


And with thyſelf, perhaps, the long proceſſion end. 


I came—but ſoon the phantoms diſappear'd ; 
Far other ſcenes, than wanton Hope had rear'd ; 
No faery rites, no faun*ral pomp 1 found ; 
No trophied walls with wreaths of laurel round: 
A mean unhonour'd ruin faintly ſhow'd 
The ſpot where onee thy mauſoleum ſtood : 
Hardly the form remain'd : a nodding dome 
O'ergrown with moſs is now all-Y#ge/s tomb. 

T was ſuch a ſcene as gave a kind relief 
To memory, in ſweetly-penſive grief: 
Gloomy, unpleaſing images it wrought ; 
No muſfing, ſoft complacency of thought: 
For Time had canker'd all, and worn away 
Ev'n the laſt, mournful graces of decay : 
_ Oblivioo, hateful goddeſs, ſate before, 
And cover'd with hot duſky wings the door : 
No filver harps I heard, no Muſe's voice, 
But birds obſcene in horrid notes rejoice : 
Fancy recoil'd, and with his tinſel train 
Forfook the chearlefs ſcene ; no more remain 
The u arm ambitious hopes of airy youth; 
Severe Refle&tion came, and frowning Truth: 
Away each plittring gay idea fled, 
And bade a melancholy train ſucceed, 
That form'd, or ſeem'd to form, a mourufal call 
In feeble echoes mutt'ring round the wall. 
SEEK not the Muſes here! th' affrighted maids 
Have fled Parthenope's polluted ſhades : 
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Her happy ſhores, the ſeats of joy and eaſe, | 

heir fav'rite manſions once, no longer pleaſe : 

No longer, a: of old, in tranſport loſt, 

The ſiſters rove along th' enchanted coaſt ; 

They turn with horror from each much-lov'd ſtream, 

nd loath the fields that were their darling theme: 

The tuneful names themſelves once fondly gave 

To ev'ry ſwelling hill, and mcily cave, 

So pleaſing then, are only heard with ſighs ; 

And each fad echo bids their ſorrow riſe. 
Ver Nature ſmiles, as when their Virgil ſung, 

Nor 'midſt a fairer ſcene his lyre was ſtrung: 

Still bloom the ſweets of his ely ſium here, 

And the ſame charms in ev'ry grove appear. 

But ah! in vain indulgent ſuns. prevail; 

Health and delight in ev'ry balmy gale 

Are wafted now in vain : ſmal! comfort bring 

To weeping eyes the beauties of the ſpring. 

To groaning ſlaves thoſe fragrant meads belong, 

Where Tully diftated, and Maro ſung. . 

Long ſince, alas! thoſe golden days are flown, 

When here each Science wore its proper Crowns 

Pale Tyranny has laid their altars low, 

And rent the laurel from the Muſe's brow : 

What wonder then midſt ſuch a ſcene to ſee 

The Arts expire with bleeding Liberty ? 

Penſive and ſad, each fair angelic form 

Droops, like the wearied dove beneath a ſtorm z 

Far other views the poet's thought engage, 

Than the warm glories of th' Augu/ian age. 

Can mis'ry bid th' imagination glow ? 

Or genius brighten *midit domeſtic woe? 

To ſee deſponding wretches round him pine, 

Horace had wept beneath the 4/ban vine. 

Sad fits the bard amidſt his country's tears, 

And ſighs, reg ardleſs of the wreath he wears. 

Did ever Want and Famine {ſweetly ing ? 

The fetter'd hand uncoutlly ſtrikes the firing. 

Lo! ſtern Oppreſſion liſts her iron rod, 

And ruin waits th' imperious harpy's nod: 

Black Deſolation, and deſtructive War, 


Riſe at the ſignal, and attend her car. From 
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From the dire pomp th' affrighted ſhepherd flies, 
And leaves his flock the rav'nous ſoldier's prize. 
Where now are all the nymphs that bleſt the plains ? 
Where, the full chorus of contented ſwains ? 

The ſong; of love, of liberty and peace, 
Are heard no more ; the dance and tabor ceaſe : 
To the ſoft oaten pipe, and paſt'ral reed, 

The din of arms, and clarion's blaſt ſucceed : 

Dire ſhapes appear in ev'ry op'ning glade; 

And Furies howl where once the Muſes ſtray'd. 


Is this the queen of realms, for arts renow'd ? P 
This captive maid, that weeps upon the ground! | 
Alas! how chang'd !—dejetted and forlorn! V 
The miſtreſs of the world become the ſcorn ! 
Around ſtand Rapin, Horror and Deſpair ; : 


And Ign'rance, dark ally of barb*'rons War: 

She, at th' uſurping Vandall's dread command, 

Diſplays her gloomy banner-ofer the land: 1 
Beneath its chilling ſhade neglected lies 

Each ſiſter Art; and unlamented dies | 1 
Lo! Sculpture lets her uſeleſs chiſiel fall 5 

While on ſome ruin'd temple's broken wall E 
Sad Architecture fits ; and ſees with ſhame 1 
Miſ-ſhapen piles uſurp her injur d name: 1 
Muſic and Verſe, unhappy twins! belong 

To antique Maſque, and weak unmanly Song : 


The gath'ring deluge ſwells on ev'ry fide, 11 
And monkiſh Superſtition ſwells the tide. 

By the reſiſtleſs torrent overborrn " * 
Floats ev'ry virtue, from its baſis torn: | 

Fair Learning droops, the ſick'ning Arts decay; 1 
And ev'ry laurel fades, and ev'ry bay. | 

All is confus'd, no traces now are ſeen 0 


To ſhew what wretched ah has been. 

Tnus once Veſuvius, crown'd with circling wood, 
Parthenope, thy beauteous neighbour ſtood : 1 
Perpetual Spring cloath'd the fair mountain's ſide; 
And what is now thy terror, was thy pride. ; 
Sudden th* impriſon'd flames burſt forth ; and laid 
On ſmoaky heaps each ſhrieking Dryad's ſhade : 

Now 
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Now deep in aſhes finks the myrtle bow'r, 3” 
O'er beds of flow'rs ſulphureous torrents roar ; 

And exil'd demi-gods their ruin'd feats deplore. f 


Auf- Av. A. fee RE RR SR, 
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| J. 
E belles, and ye flirts, and ye pert little things, 
Who trip in this frolickſome round, 
Pray tell me from whence this indecency ſprings, 
The ſexes at once to confound : 5 
What means the cock'd hat, and the maſculine air, 
With each motion deſign'd to perplex ? 
Bright eyes were intended to languiſh not ſtare, 
And ſoftneſs the teſt of your ſex. 
II. 
The girl who on beauty depends for ſupport, 
May call ev'ry art to her aid: s 
The boſom diſplay'd, and the petticoat ſhort, 
Are ſamples ſhe gives of her trade. 
But you, on whom Fortune indulgently ſmiles, 
And whom Pr de has preſerv'd from the ſnare ; 
Should lily attack us, with coyneſs and wiles, 
Not with open and inſolent air. 
| 62 $1 BEE: 
The Yerus whoſe flatue delights all mankind 
Shrinks modeſtly back from the view, 
And kindly ſhou'd ſeem by the artiſt deſign'd 
To ſerve as a model for you. 
Then learn with her beauties to copy her air, 
Nor venture too much to reveal ; 
Our fancies will paint what you cover with care, 
And double each charm you conceal. 
YN 5.2 | 
The bluſhes of Morn, and the mildneſs of May, 
Are charms which no art can procure ; 
Oh ! be but yourſelves, and our homage we pay, 
And your empire is ſolid and ſure, 
But if Amaxon- like you attack your gallants, 
And put us in fear of ourlives, 
You may do very well for ſiſters and aunts, 
But believe me you'll never be wives, 


) 
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De final Cauſe of the Pleaſures we receive from the 
Grandeur and Novelty of Ol jects. 


- [Pleaſures of Imagination.] 


AY why was man ſo eminently rais'd 
Amid the vaſt creation; why ordain'd | 

Thro' life and death to dart his piercing eye, 
Wich thoughts beyond the limit of his frame; 1 
But that th Omnipotent might ſend him forth 

In ſight of mortal and immortal pow'rs, 

As on a boundleſs theatre, to run 

The great career of juſtice; to exalt 

His gen'rous aim to all diviner deeds ; 

To ſhake each partial purpoſe from his breaſt ; 

And thro' the miſts of paſſion and of ſenſe, 

And thro' the toſſing tide of chance and pain, 

To hold his courſe unfalt'ring, while the voice 

Of truth and virtue, up the ſteep aſcent 

Of nature, calls him to his high reward, 

Th' applauding ſmile of neav'n? Elſe wherefore burns 
In mortal boſoms this unquenched hope, 

That breathes from day to day ſublimer things, 

And mocks poſſeſſion? wherefore darts the mind, 
With ſuch reſiſtteſ ardour to embrace 

Majeſtic forms; impatient to be free, 

Spurning the groſs controul of wilful might; 

Proud of the ſtrong contention of her toils; 

Proud to be daring? Who but rather turns 

To heav'n's broad fire his unconſtrained view, 
Then to the glimm'ring of a waxen flame? 

Who that, from Alpine heights, his lab'ring eye 
Shoots round the wide horizon, to ſurve 
The Nile or Ganges row] his waſteful tide 
'Thro' mountains, plains, thro' empires black with ſhade, A 
And continents of ſand ; will turn his gaze 
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'T'o mark the windings of a ſcanty rill I; 
That murmurs at his feet? he high-born ſoul T7 
Diſdains to reſt her heav'n-aſpiring wing 01 
Beneath its native quarry. Tir'd of earth Ex 
And this diurnal ſcene, ſhe ſprings aloft I 


Thro' fields of air; purſues the flying florm ; 
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Rides on the volley'd lightning thro' the heav'ns ; | 
Or yok'd with Whirlwhinds and the northern blaſts, 
Sweeps che long trac of day, Then high ſhe ſoars 
The blue profound, and hovering o'er the ſun 
Beholds him pouring the redundant ſtream 
Of light ; beholds hrs unrelenting ſway 
Bend the reluctant planets to abſolve 
The fated rounds of time. Thence far effus'd 
She dart» her ſwiftneſs up the long career 
Of devious comets; thro' its burning figns 
Exulting circles the perennial wheel _ 

Of nature, and looks back on all the ſtars, 

Vhoſe blended light, as with a milky zone, 

Inveſts the orient, Now amaz'd ſhe views 

Th' empyreal waſte, where happy ſpirits hold, 

Beyond this concave heav'n, their calm abode ; 

And fields of radiance, whoſe unfading light 

Has travell'd the profound fix thouſand years, 3 
Nor yet arrives in fight of mortal things. » 

Ev*n on the barriers of the world untit'd 

She meditates th' eternal depth below; | 
Till, half recoiling, down the headlong ſteep 1 
She plunges; ſoon o'erwhelm'd and ſwallowed up ' 
In that immenſe of being. There her hopes a 
Reſt at the fated goal. For from the birth 1 
Of mortal man, the fov'reign Maker ſaid, | | 
That not in humble or in brief delight, 

Not in the fading ecchoes of renown, 

Pow'r's purple robes, or pleaſure's flow'ry lap, 

The ſoul ſhould find enjoyment : but from cheſe 
Turning diſdainful to an equal good, 

Thro' all th' aſcent of things inlarge her view, 

Till every bound at length ſhould diſappear, 

And infinite perfection cloſe the ſcene. 

Call now to. mind what high, capacious pow'rs 
Lie folded up in man; how far beyond 
The praiſe of mortals, may th' eternal growth 
Of natufe to perfection half divine, 

Expand the blooming ſoul? What pity then 
Should ſloch's upkindly fogs depreſs to earth 
Her tender bloſſom ; choak the ſtreams of life, 
And blaſt her ſpring ! Far otherwiſe deſign d 
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Almighty wiſdom ; nature's happy cares 

Th' obedient heart far otherwiſe incline. 

Witneſs the ſprightly joy when aught unknown 

Strikes the quick ſenſe, and wakes each active pow r 

To briſker meaſures : witneſs the neglet © + 

Of all familiar proſpects, tho' beheld _ © 

With tranſport once; the fond attentive gaze | 

Of young aſtoniſhment ; the ſober zea! 

Of age, commenting on prodigious things. 

For ſuch the bounteous providence of heay'n n, 

In every breaſt inplanting this defire 

Of objeds new and ftrange, to urge us on 

With unremitted labour to purſue 

Thoſe ſacred ftores that wait the ripening ſoul, 

In truth's exhauttleſs boſom. * What need words 

To paint it's pow'r ? For this, the daring youth 

Breaks from his weeping mother's anxious arms, 

In foreign climes to rove ; the penfive ſage 

Heedleſs of ſleep, or midnight s harmful damp, 

Hangs o'er the fickly taper ; and untir'd 

The virgin follows, with inchanted flep, 

The mazes of ſome wild and wond'rous tale, 

From morn to eve; unmindful of her form, 

Unmindful of the happy dreſs that ſtole 

The wiſhes of the youth, when every maid 

With envy pin'd. Hence finally, by night 

The village-matron, round the blazing hearth, 

Suſpends the infant audience with her tales, x 

Breathing aſtoniſhment ! of witching rhymes, 

And evil ſpirits ; of the death-bed call | 

To him who robb'd the widow, and devour'd 

The orphan's portion; of unquiet ſouls | 

Risn from the grave to eaſe the heavy guilt 

Of deeds in life conceal'd; of ſhapes that walk 

At dead of night, and clank their chains, and wave 

The torch of hell around the murd'rer's bed. 

At every ſolemn pauſe the croud recoil 

Gazing each other ſpeechleſs, and congeal'd 

With ſhiv'ring ſighs: till eager for th' event, 

Around the beldame all arrect they hang, 

Each FEY * em grateful terrors quell d. 
| Pleaſure, 
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PLEASURE. An. [Or. Can.] 


E AR, ye fair mothers of our iſle, 

Nor ſcorn your poet's homely ſtyle. 
What tho' my thoughts be quaint or new, 
I'!l warrant, that my doctrine's true: 
Or if my ſentiments be old, 
Remember, truth is ſterling gold. 
Vo judge it of important weight 
To keep your rifing offspring ſtrait : 
For this ſuch anxious moments feel, 
And aſk the friendly aids of ſteel ; 
For this import the diſtant cane, | 
Or ſlay the monarch of the main. \ 
And ſhall the foul be warp'd aſide | N 
By paſſion, prejudice, and pride? 5 
Deformity of heart T call FOES | 
The worſt deformity of all. * 0 
Your cares to Body are confin'd, | | 
Few fear obliquity of Mind. | 
Why not adorn the better part! 
This is a nobler theme for art. 
For what is form, or what is face, 
But the ſoul's index, or its caſe ? 

Now take a ſimile at hand, 
Compare the mental ſoil to land. 
Shall fields be till'd with annual care, 
And minds lie fallow ev'ry year ? } 
O ſince the crop depends on you, [1 
Give them the culture which is due: | 
Hoe ev'ry weed and dreſs the ſoil, 1 
So harveſt ſhall repay your toil. | 

Ir human minds reſemble trees, 1 
FAs ev'ry moraliſt agrees) : 4 
Prune all the ſtraglers of your vine, Fi 
Then ſhall the purple cluſters ſhine. 1 
The gard' ner knows, that fruitful life. 
Demands his „ 8 


Far 
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For ev ry wild luxuriant ſhoot x 
Or robs the bloom, or. ſtarves the fruit. 
Ar sAT Tals in Roman times, +» 
When Rome like Britain _ with crimes, 
Aﬀerts\it fora ſacred trum 4 
That PLeasu&Es are the bane of boch. 
That ſorrows ſuch: poem; b 
Or ſuch purſuits in ſorrows end: 8 ww 
That all the wild advent'rer gains 
Are perils, penitence, and pains. 
AyPRoOVE,, ye fair, the Roman page, 2 
And bid your {ons revere the ſage z - + 
In ſtudy ſpend. their midnight oil, 7001 
And ſtring their nerves by manly toil. 
Thus ſhall they grow, like TRM LE Wie 
Thus future Locks and NRwWrons riſe; © 
Or hardy chiefs to wield the lance, 
And ſave us from the chains of France. 
Yes, bid your ſons betimes forego 
Thoſe treach'rous paths where PL &#ASURES grow ? 
Where the young mind is folly's ſlave, 
Where ev'ry virtue finds a grave. - - | 
Lr each bright character be nam'd, 
For wiſdom or for valour fam d: 
Are the dear youths to ſcience prone 2. - FOI 
Tell, how th' immortal Bacoy we? 
Who leaving meaner-Joys to kings, 
Soar'd high on contemplation's wings ; 3 — 
Rang'd the fair fields of nature o Wo. 
Where never mortal trod before: 265 
Bacon !- whoſe vaſt capacious plan Kay 4 
Beſpoke him angel, more uban man! 
Does love of martial fame inſpire . 
Cheriſh, ye fair, the gen rous fire; 
Teach them 10 ſpurn inglorious reſt, 
And rouſe the hero in their breaſt; 
Paint Crſzy's vanguiſh'd field anew, 
Their ſouls ſhall kindle at the view; 
Reſoly'd to conquer or to fall, JW 
When liberty and Britgin call, 


ts 2 Perſus, 
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Thus 
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Thus ſhall they rule the crimſon plain, 
Or hurl their thunders thro! the main; 
Gain with their blood, nor grudge the coſt 
What their degen'rate fires have loſt: _ 
The Laurel thus ſhall grace their brow, + 
As CauRrCnilL's once, or Warren's now. 
Ons Summer's evening as I ftray*d 
Along the ſilent moon-light glade; 
With theſe reflections in my breaſt, 
Beneath an oak I ſunk to reſt ; 
A gentle ſlumber intervenes, 


And fancy drefs'd inſtructive ſcenes. 


Mzrhovonr a ſpacious road I 'ſpy'd, 
And ftately trees adorn'd its fide; 
Frequented by a giddy croud 
Of thoughtleſs mortals, vain, and loud ; 
Who trip'd with jocund heel along, 

And bade me join their ſmiling chrong. 

I sTR a1T obey'd 1 45 hung 


Like honey on the ſpeaker's tongue, 


A cloudleſs fun improv'd the day, 
And pinks and roles ſtrew'd our way. 
Now-as our journey we purſue, 


A beauteous fabric roſe to view; 


A ſtately dome! and ſweetly grac'd 
With every ornament of taſte. 
This ſtructure was a fema'e's claim, 


And PL.easureE was the monarch's name. 


THE hall we:enter*d uncontroul'd, 
And ſaw the queen enthron'd on god; 
Arabian ſweets perfum'd the ground, 
And laughing Capids flutter'd round; 
A flowing veſt adorn'd the fair, 
And flow'ry chaplets wreath'd her hair: 
The Graces deck'd her with their ſmiles, 
And Frau beſtow'd her artſul wiles _ 
Love taugim her liſping tongue to * wh 
And form the dimple in her cheek;  _ _. 
The LrI Ly, blended with the Rog, 
The incture of her face compoſe; — 27 : 

R 3 Nor 
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Nor did the god of WIr diſdain 
To mingle with the ſhining train, 
- Hxx yot'ries flock d from various parts, 
And chiefly youth reſign'd their hearts 
The old in ſparing numbers prefs'd, 
But aukward devotees at belt. 
Now let us range at large, we cry'd, 
'Thro' all the garde boaſted pride. _ 
Here jaſmines ſpread the ſilver flow'r, 
To deck the wall, or weave the bow'r. 
The woodbines mix in am'rous play, 
And breathe their fragrant lives away. 
Here riſing myrtles 1175 a ſhade, 
There roſes bluſh, and ſcent the glade. 
The orange with a vernal face, 
Wears ev'ry rich autumnal grace; 
While the young bloſſoms here unfold, 
There ſhines the fruit, like pendent gold. 
Citrons their balmy ſweets exhale, 
And triumph in the diſtant gale. 
Now fountains murm'ring to the ſong, 
Roll their tranſlucent ſtreams along. 
Thro' all the aromatic groves, . _ 
The faithful turtles coo their loves. 
The lark aſcending pours his notes, 
And linnet ſwell their rapt'rous throats, 
We now were order'd to depart, _ 
ReluRance ſat on ev'ry heart : 
A porter ſhow'd a diff rent door, 
Not the fair portal known before! | 
The gates, methought, were open'd wide, 
The crouds deſcended in a tide. ney 
But oh! ye heav'ns, what vaſt ſurprize 
Struck the advent'rers' frighted eyes! 
A barren heath before us lay, | 
And gath'ring clouds obſcur d the day: 
The darkneſs roſe in ſmoky ſpires; _ 
The lightnings flaſh'd their livid fires : 
Loud peals of thunder rent the air,  _ 
While vengeance chill'd our hearts with fear. 
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Five ruthleſs tyrants ſevay'd the plain, 
And triumph'd o'er the mangled ſlain. | © 
Here ſat DisrAs TE, with ſickly mien, | 
And more ttran half devour'd with ſpleen : 
There ſtood Remorse, with thought oppreſt, 
And vipers feeding on his breaſt?: 
Then War, dejected, pale and thin, 
With bones juſt ſtarting thro? his fkinz © 
A ghaſtly fend !—and cloſe behind 
D1sSEASE his aching head reclin'd! 
His everlaſting thirſt confeſ;*d * 
The fires which rag'd within his breaſt. | 
Darn clos'd the train! the hideous form 
Smil'd unrelenting in the ſtorm: oh 
When ſtrait a doleful ſhriek was heard y _ 
I 'woke—The viſion difappear'd. 

Ler not the unexperienc'd boy _ 
Deny, that PLEasuREs will deftroy : 
Or ſay, that dreams are vain and wild, 
Like fairy tales, to pleaſe a chile. 
Important hints the wiſe may rea 
From Sallies of the foul in ſleep. © © 


And ſince there's meaning in my dream, . = 
The moral merits your eſtem. 0 
FED Os 005 285 05 ee 95 0 | 
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VIRTUE alone confiitutes HAPPINESS, . 


Ik kEss Av un Man, Ep. V } 


HAT nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 
The ſoul's calm ſun-ſhine, and the heart- felt joy, 
Is Virtue's prize: a better would you fix? 
Then give de a coach and fix? 


Juſtice a conq'ror's word, or truth a gown, | 
On public ſpirit its great cure, a crown, _ X | | 
Weak, fooliſh man ! will heav'n reward us there | 

i 


With the ſame traſh mad mortals wiſh for here? f 
The boy and man an individual makes, = 


Yet figh'ſt thou now for apples and for cakes ? 
R 3 | Go, 


—— — . — 
3 — g — 


* 
355: THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 

. like the Indian, in another life FR. 
Expect thy dog, thy bottle, and th wife: 95 | 1H 
As well as dream ſuch trifles are a E Ia F f 
As toys and empires, for a god- like de. : 1 
Rewards, that either would to Virtue: bing e e 01 
No joy, or be deſtructive of the thing: bt | 
How oft by theſe at fixty are undone oO 5 


The virtues of a faint at twenty-one ! 
To whom can riches give repute, or truſt,” 
Content, or pleaſure, but the good and "oſt ? 
Judges and ſenates have been bought for gold, 
Eſteem. and love were never to be fold. | 
Oh ſool ! to think Gop hates the worthy mind, 
The lover and the love of human kind, 7 
Whoſe life is healthful, and whoſe conſcience clear, 
Becauſe he wants a thouſand pounds a- year. 
Hox ou and ſhame from no condition riſe ; 
Act well your part, there all the honour lies. 
Fortune in men has ſome ſmall difrence made, 
One flaunts in rags, one flutters in brocade ; | 
The cobler apron 3 and the parſon gown'd, eines 1 
The frier hooded, and the monarch crown d. 
What differ more {you cry) than crown and cow? 1 6 
11] tell you, friend; a wiſe man and a fool, 
You'll find, if once-the-monarch acts the monk, 
Or, cobler- like, the parſon will be drunk, 
| Worth makes the man, and want of it, the fellow ; 8 
| The reſt is all but leather or prunella. 14,908 
| 2 o'er with titles and hung round with firings, : 
at thou may'ſt be by kings, or whores of kings. 
Boaſt the pure blopd of an illuſtrious races, Df 
In quiet flow from Zucrece to Sos 
But by your father's worth if your's you rate, 
Count me thoſe only. who were good and great. 
Go; if ycur ancient, but ignoble blood 
Has crept thro" ſcoundrels ever ſince the flood, 
Go ! and pretend your family is young; 
Nor own, Your fathers. have been fools ſo long. 
What can ennoble ſots, or ſlaves, or cowards ? 
Alas ! not all the blood of all the Howak vs. 


Look 
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A wit's à feather, and a chief a rod. 
An honeſt man's the nobleſt work of G. 


As Juſtice tears his body from the cada ; 
I 


One ſelf-approving hour whole years out- weighs 7; 
Of ſtupid ftarers, and of loud huzzas ; WY. 
| R 4 And 
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And more true joy Marcellus exil'd feels, 

Than Cæſar with a ſenate at his heels. 8 
Is Parts ſuperior what advantage R 

Tell (for You can) what is it to be wiſe . 

"Tis but to know how little ean be known: 

To ſee all others faults and feel. our o.]õ: := 

Condemn'd in busꝰ' neſs or in arts to drudge, Wit: 

Without a ſecond, or without a judge: 

Truths would you teach, or ſave a finking land 4 

All fear, none aid you, and few underſtand. 

Painful Preheminence ! yourſelf to view, . . 

Above life's weakneſs, and its comforts too; © | 
Bein then theſe bleſſings to a ſtrict account: 

Make fair deduQtions ; ſee to what they mouny: 

How much of other each is ſure to coft ; + N | 

How each for other oft is wholly loſt ; 

How inconſiſtent greater goods with theſe ; | | 

How ſometimes ite is riſqu'd, and always caſe Wreath | 

Think, and if till the things thy envy call, L | 

Say, would'ſt thou be the Man to whom they fall * | 

To ſigh for ribbands if thou art ſo filly, * 5 

Mark how they grace Lord Umbre, or Sir 2 3 a. 0 

Is yellow dirt the. paſſion of thy life? e | 


| Look but on Gripzs, or on Grizzsr wifſe. 
| If Parts allure the, think how Bacon ſhin 4. I ps 
; The wiſeſt, brighteſt, meaneſt of mankind : 
Or raviſh'd with the whiſtling of a Name, 
See Cromwell, damn'd to everlaſting ae! 4 
If all, united, thy ambition call 
From ancient ſtory learn to ſcorn them all, 
There, in the rich, the honour'd, fam'd, and beet, | 
See the falſe ſcale of Happineſs complete r 
In hearts of Kings, or arms of Queens who _— 
How happy thoſe to ruin, theſe betray. _ PA 
Mark by what wretched ſteps their glory grows; 
From dirt and ſea-weed as proud Venice roſe. | 
In each how guilt and greatneſs equal ran, 
| And all that rais'd the Hero, ſunk the Man 
| Now Europe's laurels on their brows behold, : 


But lain d with blood, or en for geld: 


FN 


- LN 
* 
- 
* 
* 
. > » 


Then 
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Then ſee them broke with toils, or ſunk in * * 
Or infamous for plunder d province. 
Oh wealth ill-fated! which no act of fame 
E'er taught to ſhine, or ſanctify'd from ſname! 
What greater bliſs attends their eloſe of life? 
Some greedy minion, or imperious wife, 
The trophy'd arches, ſtory'd halls invade, 
And haunt their ſlumbers in the pompous ſhade. - - 
Alas! not dazzled with their noon-tide ray, 
Compute the morn and ev*ning-to the day; 
The whole amount of that enormous fame 1 
A Tale, that blends their glory with their tame? 
Know then this truth (enough for Man to know) 
_ «© Virtue alone is happineſs below.” | 
The only point where human bliſs tands ſtill, 
And taſtes the good without the fall'torfl ; 
Where only Merit conſtant pay receives, 
Is bleſt in hat it takes, and what it Sives; 
The joy unequal'd, if its end it gain. 
And if it loſe, attended with no Nr N 
Without ſatiety, tho! e er ſo bleſs' 25 . 
And but more reliſh'd as the more diſtreſs 42 l 1 
The broadeſt mirth unfeeling folly wears,” + + Fj 
Leſs pleaſing far than Virus s very tears: AD if 
Good, from each object, from each ran nequir', | 
For ever exercis'd, yet never tir d; | 
Never elated, while one man's 'oppreſs'd ; 
Never dejected while another's bleſs'd; '- -- | 
And where no wants, no wiſhes can remain, | "1 
Since but to wiſh more Vutue, is to gue: 17 891 ů J 


e eee 


Remember your CURATOR, Kc. Eccleſ. xi. 


HIL D R E N, to your Creator, — | 
Your early honours pay, F | ö 
While vanity and youthful blooe i 
Would tempt your thoughts aſtray. | 81) 19:4 i 


Tux i 
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Tas memory of his mighty name, 
Demands your firſt regard; 138 

Nor dare indulge a meaner * yp 02 
Till you have lov'd the Lord. 


Be wiſe, and make his favour ſure, 88 
Before the mournful days, | - 4 
When youth and mirth are known no more, 
And life and ſtrength decays. 


Nos more the bleſſings of a feaſt, | 
Shall reliſn on the tonguecc, 

The heavy ear forgets the _ ue | 
And pleaſure of a ſong. Ss 85: 


* 
1 


Ou o age, with all her diſmal crain, 
 Invades your golden years, ,;j,,, , :» 
With ſighs and groans, and raging Pain. 15 

And death, that never ſpares. 


War will you de when light depart? . 
And leaves your withering eyes, 

Without one beam to chear your hearts, 
From the ſaperior ies; 1256488 


How will your meet Gop's frowning hrow | 
Or ſtand before his ſeat, : | 

While nature's old ſupporters How, | a 
Nor bear their tott'ring weight . 


Can you expect your feeble am 
Shall make a ſtrong defence, 
| W hen death with terrible 4 
Summons the pris ner hence? 


Tux ſilver bands of nature . 
And let the building fall; v1? 
The fleſh goes down to mix with duſt, 3 
Its vile original. W 


Lab with guilt, (a heavy load! 8 
Uncleans'd and unforgiy' n, vt tg + 
The ſoul returns t'an angry Gov, HAV 
Jo be ſhut out from heav'n. 
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A Song to Creating Wiſdam. = 
PA R T I. 
I. 


TERNAL Wisdou, thee we praiſe, 


Thee the creation ſings: 
With thy loud name, rocks, hills, 405 ſeas, 
And heav'ns high N rings. 
I 


PLace me on the bright wings of day 
To travel with the ſun; _ 

With what amaze ſhall J ſurvey 
The wonders thou ha done? 

Hl | 
Tux hand how wide it ſpread the 17 | 

How glorious to behold? 

Ting'd with a blue of heavenly dye, 
And ſtarr'd with n gold. 


Turns thou haſt bid the globes of light 


Their endleſs circles run Y 
'There the pale planet rules the night, 


And day obeys the ſun. 5 
FAT 
4 V. 

Downward I turn my wond'ring eyes 

On clouds and ſtorms below, F 
Thoſe under-regions of the ſkies | 

Thy numerous a ood ſhow. 
Tus noiſy winds ſtand ready 9 

Thy orders to obey, | 
With ſounding wings they ſweep the air, 

To make thy chariot way. 

VII. 

Trepe, like a trumpet, loud and ſtrong, 

Thy thunder ſhakes our coalt : | 
While the red lightnings wave along, 


The banners of thine holt. 
VIII. 
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| 825 ' 
Ox the thin air, without a prop, 
1 Hang fruitful ſhow'rs around: 
At thy command they fink, and drop 
Their fatneſs on the ground. 


PAR T III. 
| IX. | 92 
Now to the earth I bend my ſong- 
And caſt my eyes abroad, e 
Glancing the Britiſb iſles along; 
Bleſt iſles, confeſs your Gop. 


| X. 8 

How did his wondrous ſxill array 
Your fields in charming green; 

A thouſand herbs his art dilplay, 
A thouſand flowers between! 


| > ( SEEM Y 
TaLrL oaks for future navies grow, 

Fair Albion's beſt defence, 
While corn and vines rejoice below, 
Thoſe luxuries of ſenſe.  - 

e 8 2 
Tux bleating flocks his paſture feeds: 

And herds of larger ſize, 

That bellow thro' the Lindian meads, 

His bounteous hand ſupplies. 


PART Iv. 


: . n 

We ſee the Thames careſs the ſhores, 
He guides her ſilver flood: 

While angry Severn ſwells and roars, 
Yet hears her ruler Gop. 7 

„ 

Tux rolling mountains of the deep 
Obſerve his ſtrong command; 

His breath can raiſe the billoivs ſleep, 
Or ſink them to the ſand. 


fs 


Avinst 


/, OO m):! ̃ ²mm nom 


XV. 
Aulpsr thy watry kingdoms, Logo, . 
The finny nations c\ 3 

And ſcaly monſters, at thy word, 


Ruſh thro" the northern ſea. 
1 
XVI. 
Tay glories blaze all nature round, 
And ſtrike the gazing ſight, | 
Thro' ſkies, and ſeas, and ſolid ground, 
With terror and delight. 
5 XVII. 

Ix INIT E ſtrength, and equal ſkill, 
Shine thro' the worlds abroad, 
Our ſouls with vaſt amazement fill, 

And ſpeak the builder Goy. 
r 
Bur the ſweet beauties of thy grace 
Our ſofter paſſions move ; : 
Pity divine in FESUS face 
We ſee, adore, and love. 


as 


ekerkookoohorhockorkohoohoohohochooke oooh eee 
Few happy Matches. | 


8 AY, mighty love, and teach my ſong, 
| To whom my ſweeteſt joys belong, 
And who the happy pairs 
Whoſe yielding hearts, and joining hands, 
Find bleſſings twiſted, with their bands, 
To ſoften all their cares. 


Nor the wild herd of nymphs and ſwains 
That thoughtleſs fly into the chains, 
As chſtom leads the way; 
If there be bliſs without deſign, 
Ivies and oaks may grow and twine, 
And be as bleſt as they. 


Nor ſordid ſouls of earthly mould 
Who drawn by kindred charms of gold 
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© To dull embraces move: 
Lo two rich mountains of. Peru 
May ruſh to wealthy marriage too, 
* And make a world of love. 8 


1 
Nor the mad tribe that hell inſpires 
Wich wanton flames; thoſe raging hres 
The purer blifs deſtioy : 
On tna's top let furies wed, 3 
And ſheets of lightning dreſs the bet 
I' improve the burning joy. ; 


Nox the dull pairs whoſe marble forms 
None of the melting paſſions warms, 
Can mingle hearts and hands: 
Logs of green wood chat quench the coals 
Are marry'd juſt like SVofc fouls, © 
With ofiers for their bands. 


Nor minds of melancholy ftrain, 

Still filent, or that ſtill complain, 
Can the dear bondage bleſs: _ 

As well may heavenly comforts ſpring 

From too old lutes with ne'er a ſtring, 
Or none beſides the baſs. 


Nos can the ſoft enchantments hold 
Two jarring ſouls of angry mould, 
| The rugged and the keen : 
7 Samſm's young foxes might as well 
* In bonds of chearful wedlock dwe!l, 
With firebrands ty'd between. 


g Nos let the cruel fetters bind 
A gentle to a ſavage mind; 

For love abhors the ſight : 
Looſe the fierce tyger from the deer, 
For native rage and native fear 

Riſe and forbid delight. 


Two kind:ft ſouls alone muſt meet; 
| "Tis friendihip makes the bondage ſweet, 
| And feeds their mutual loves: 
: Bright Venus on her rolling throne 
Is ae by gen eſt bird“ alone, 
And Cupids yoke the doves. 
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ATHER of all! in er Hy ages 
In ev'ry elime ador d. 
By ſaint, by, ſavage, and by ſage, 
| Jehovah, Jove, or Lord“! 


Tnou great -firſt-cauſe, leaſt anderfiood 
Who all my ſenſe confin'd: 2 

To know but this, that thou art good, 
And that myſelf am blind; 


YET gave me, in this dark eſtate, | 
To ſee the good from ill; b 1 
And binding nature faſt. in fate, ; 
Left free the human will. 


War conſcience dictates to be done, 
Or warns me not to do, 

This, teach me more than hell to ſhun, 
That, more than heav'n purſue. 


Waar bleſſings thy free bounty gives, 
Let me not caſt away ; 
For God is paid when man receives, 5 
T'enjoy 1s to obey. 
Ver not to earth's contracted ſpan 
Thy goodneſs let me bound, 
Or think thee Lonp aloue of Man, 
When thouſand worlds are round: 


LET not this weak, unknowing hand 
Preſume thy bolts to throw, 5 
And deal damnation round the land, 
On each I judge thy foe. 


Ir I am right, thy grace impart, 
Still in the right to ſtay ; 
If I am wrong, oh teach my heart 
To find that better way. SAVE 


— EI . _ — -_- — 
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Saves me alike from fooliſh pride, 
Or impious diſcontent, | 
At aught thy wiſdom has deny'd, _ . _ .. 


Tac me to feel another's woe, 
To kide the fault I ſee ; 

That mercy I to others ſhow, 
That mercy ſhow to me. 


Mean tho? I am, not wholly fo, 
Since quick*ned by thy breath: 

Oh lead me whereſoe'er Igo, 
Thro' this day's life or death. 


Tuis day, be bread and peace my lot: 
All ele beneath the ſun, 
Thou know'ſt if beſt beſtow'd or not, 


And let thy will be done. 


To thee, whoſe temple is all ſpace, 
Whoſe altar, earth, ſea, ſkies ! 
One chorus let all Being raiſe ! 
All nature's incenſe riſe! 
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